
ADDRESS  
511 North Memorial Drive, Prattville, AL  36067 

Phone: 334-365-8680   Fax: 334-365-2267 
Website:  www.StJosephPrattville.org 

Facebook:  St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon‒Thu: 8:00 AM‒5:00 PM Fri: Closed 

Pastor:  ............................................... Father James Dean 

334-365-8680, Pastor@StJosephPrattville.org 

Outside of office hours, please call 334-380-1245 

Office Manager:  ........................................... Paul Gauthe 

334-365-8680, Secretary@StJosephPrattville.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE HOURS 
Sun: ....................... 7:30 AM   -  11:30 AM 
Mon, Tue, Thu:...... 7:45 AM   -    2:00 PM 
Wed: ...................... 7:45 AM   -    8:30 PM 
 

Parish Catechetical Leader and Director of Youth Ministry: 
 ....................................................................... Jolynn Coiro 

334-365-8680, Education@StJosephPrattville.org 

Religious Education Assistant: ........... Jacqueline Ellison 

334-365-8680, Reassistant@StJosephPrattville.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Mon ...... 5:00 PM. Thu .............. 8:30 AM & 5:00 PM 
Tue ....... 8:30 AM & 5:00 PM Sat (Vigil) .... 5:00 PM 
Wed ...... 8:30 AM & 5:00 PM Sun ............... 8:00 AM 

With the strict limitation of 9 people per Mass, please call or email 
Paul Gauthe (Mon-Thurs from 8:00 AM–5:00 PM) in the church 
office (365-8680, Secretary@StJosephPrattville.org) to reserve a 
spot to attend.  

The church will be open for personal prayer from  
9:00 AM–5:00 PM each day. 

OUTSIDE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion will be distributed outside of the main door of our 
church at these times: 
Mon & Wed .. 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM Sat ..... 5:45 PM - 6:15 PM 
Tue & Thu ..... 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM Sun .... 8:45 AM - 9:15 AM 

INTERNET & FACEBOOK MASS 
When preparing to receive Holy Communion, it is recommended 
that you watch an internet Mass.  Here are a few of the options: 

Daily from Archbishop Rodi’s chapel at 8:00 AM  
 (www.MobArch.org) 

Daily from Bishop Barron’s chapel at 8:15 AM  
 (www.wordonfire.org/daily-Mass/) 
Our parish Sunday Mass on our Facebook page at 8:00 AM 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Another valuable and important way to prepare to receive Jesus in 
the most Blessed Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist in by going to 
confession. 
Mon & Wed .. 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM Sat  .... 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM 
Tue & Thu ..... 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM Sun .... 7:00 AM - 7:45 AM 

St. Joseph 
Catholic Church

May 10, 2020 

April 26, 2020 
2020 Budget: ................................................. $ 468,000.00 

Needed Each Week: ...................................... $ 9,000.00 

Offering Last Week: ..................................... $ 5,067.36 

Offering to Date: ........................................... $ 141,294.55 

Budget to Date: ............................................. $ 153,000.00 

Offering to Budget: ....................................... $ (11,705.45) 

Building & Maintenance Fund (Apr): ........... $ 4,689.67 

Upcoming Second Collections 

May 31—Communications * 
June 7—Building Fund 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

* The Basket will be passed only once 



St. Joseph Catholic Church Prattville, AL 

Pray For The Sick And Those In Crisis 
Kathryn Boyd, Ardis Hearn, Florence Hodum,  

Georgia LaBier, Lynn LaBier, Pamela Lee, Annalese Mann,  
Loretta Netzhimer, Cindy Norton, Greg & Flora Palomaria, 

Donald Plaisance, Rena Plyler, Dianne Podzanski,  
Bill Portrey, Bob Riedle, Barbara Smyth, Martin Truss,  

Julia Yarbrough, Cain Young 
Pray For Our Deceased, Their Family & Friends 

Gerard Hodum, Eleanor Johnson, Cammie Nichols,  
Lola Plaisance, Tyler Price, Lucy Printy,  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
Sanctuary Candle for the Week of  

May 10-16, 2020 

In Memory of  David  Ruela  Sr .  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat May 9 Iola Long 

Sun May 10 Parishioners 

Mon May 11 David Ruela Sr.  

Tue May 12 Lizzie Pham (L) 

Wed May 13 Thiessen Family (L) 

Thu May 14 Luicas Damato 

Fri May 15 No Mass 

Sat May 16 Bitrimundo Montalvo 

Sun May 17 Parishioners 

Second   
Announcement 

Derek Kelly 
and 

Carol Hudak 

PARENTS OF ST. JOSEPH PARISH!  
If your child will be in the 9th or 10th grade  

during the 2020/2021 school year and need the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, there will be a parent meeting on 

Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30 PM,  
(date may change due to Covid-19)  

in the Family Life Center.   
This is an informational meeting to give parents an 
overview of the Sacramental Formation process.   

All applicants must complete the required paperwork and 
receive an overview packet  

BEFORE the first Formation class  
which will be held on August 6, 2020.   

For additional information, please contact Jolynn Coiro: 
education@stjosephprattville.org.  Please be advised:  
You MUST be a member of St. Joseph’s parish and 

attending mass regularly/plan on registering/attending our 
parish to receive any sacraments at the parish.  

Congratula t ions to  Our  
2020 High School  Graduates  

Max Kaiser  
Matthew Nichols  

Carlos  Nunez  
Karla Pina  

Itzel  Romero  
Brianne Staton  

Abigai l  Whitehead  

St Joseph assists with the Meals 
on Wheels program during the 
month of June, to deliver meals 
to our seniors in Prattville. Meals 
are prepared by volunteers at the 
Gillespie Center, and we pick 
them up Monday - Friday,  
 

between 11:00-11:15 AM to deliver. The route takes 
approximately 1 1/2 to 2 hours to complete.  For safety 
purposes, we request a minimum of two people (1 vehicle) 
per day. Please contact the Church Office  at (334) 365-
8680, Ext 2, with the date(s) you can volunteer and your 
phone number.  

Thank you for your support! 



Fifth Sunday of Easter May 10, 2020 

Absence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder  

TV Masses are a blessing, but they leave a longing to participate in person.  Tom Nash, April 30, 2020 

Television Masses are a blessing. They remind us of the Church’s universal nature, e.g., EWTN liturgies from Rome or 
elsewhere during the Pope’s travels. TV Masses, including those broadcasts locally, have also long been a blessing for shut-
ins, who cannot make it to Sunday Mass because of their infirmities. 

And now, amid the COVID-19 crisis, Catholics throughout the world are viewing Mass (including online), instead of 
worshipping together at their local parishes’ churches, whether on Sunday or weekdays. I’ve enjoyed watching Palm Sunday 
Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper from the Cathedral of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in my native Detroit, and the Easter Vigil from St. Thomas the Apostle Church, my parish in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

As one who’s written on “Faith, Family and Football” a number of times, I can say that I often enjoy watching a game on 
TV as much — or even more, depending on the weather — as being there in person, especially if you’re watching a game 
with friends and family. 

Not so with the Mass, even though I’ve been edified by TV liturgies, understand why we’ve been dispensed from our 
Sunday Mass obligation during this virus crisis, and appreciate the value of spiritual communion when reception of our 
Eucharistic Lord is not possible. But, to advance a theme from a Motown hit, “Ain’t Nothing Like the Real Thing.” Because 
watching Mass on TV feels more like being a spectator than a participant, which is what we’re called to be in the liturgy, and 
including because we cannot receive the Holy Eucharist from a distance. 

Participating vs. Attending Mass 

In that light, I’ve never been a fan — pun intended — of the commonly used term “attend Mass,” because it incorrectly 
implies, we’re at Church as spectators, like those who attend an opera, a play or even a sporting event. 

On the other hand, as can often be seen with the devotion of fans who proudly fly their team’s flags, wear their club’s 
clothing, or even paint their faces accordingly on game day, one can sadly wonder who has the more devoted followers: 
Jesus Christ or local sports teams? Thus, the term “fanatics.” 

As “the source and the summit of the Christian life” (CCC 1324), the Mass — our sacramental participation anew in Christ’s 
one Eucharistic Passover Communion Sacrifice (CCC 1337-40; 1362-67) — is incomparably more important than any 
merely temporal sporting event, or other ephemeral personal interest, although that’s unfortunately not as obvious as it 
should be to many. Indeed, it seems some Catholics are much more likely to engage in a sports ritual — or other some other 
personal interest — than fulfill their blessed Lord’s Day obligation of participating in Sunday Eucharist. 

There’s that word again: “participate.” As the Code of Canon Law provides, “On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, 
the faithful are obliged to participate in the Mass” (canon 1247, emphasis added; see canon 1248). The Second Vatican 
Council’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy affirms: “Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to 
that fully conscious, and active participation in liturgical celebrations” (No. 14, emphasis added). 

I will leave aside debates over the Ordinary Form vs. the Extraordinary Form of the Mass in fostering such participation, 
except to say that a reverent celebration of the Ordinary Form is undoubtedly efficacious in helping the faithful encounter 
their Eucharistic Lord in communion with each other as members of his Mystical Body (see 1 Corinthians 10:14-22), and we 
should strive to help our brothers and sisters participate accordingly. Without proper formation, a Catholic will not 
adequately appreciate and benefit from any rite of the Mass. 

Will Absence Make the Heart Grow Fonder? 

The COVID-19 restrictions will hopefully begin to subside in May, yet I pray this pandemic serves as a blessing in disguise, 
because absence makes — or should make — the heart grow fonder. Still, we’ve only had a small taste — no pun intended 
— of what our brothers and sisters in persecuted countries have long experienced: restricted access to the sacraments, 
limited freedom of worship, and not being able to share the Gospel in public as we would like. 

In a more remarkable example, the Catholic faithful in Japan endured without the Eucharist for 250 years, showing the 
Lord’s invincible providence, because while God has normatively bound salvation to the sacraments, beginning in baptism, 
“he himself is not bound by his sacraments” (CCC 1257). And so we are again reminded of the value of spiritual 
communion and other non-sacramental prayer. Thankfully, the Japanese did benefit from both baptism and holy matrimony 
during their long trial, yet their heroic endurance should give us perspective and encouragement in our present plight, 
including in offering up our relatively smaller sufferings. 

Meanwhile, I commend the great many bishops and pastors who, while understandably restricting public celebration of the 
Mass, as was also done in St. Louis during the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic for good reason, have been working diligently to 
make available other sacraments, such as by open-air Confessions and also giving the last rites to the terminally ill. As 
Cardinal Robert Sarah has said, these are non-negotiables, especially in a pandemic. 

In summary, we should never take the Eucharist or any other sacraments lightly, because they are God’s quintessential gifts 
for us to participate and grow in intimate communion with him. May the COVID-19 crisis end soon, and may we renew our 
participation in the sacraments — and thereby advance the kingdom — more fruitfully than ever (Romans 8:28). 
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Ridout’s-Brown-Service
Prattville Chapel

347 East Main St. • Prattville
 334-365-5982
 Life Well Celebrated

Licensed Master Plumber
& Gas Fitter

365-9940 • 285-6363
324-3257

Mister D’s
Tree Trimming, Cutting &
Stump Grinding Service

LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

391-3164

THIS SPACE IS

 Terra Jorgensen
 Faithful Catholic Parishioner
 678 McQueen Smith • Prattville
 (334) 868-0804 • terra.jorgensen@aronov.com

KC COUNCIL 10731 - GK PHIL NOLETTE 
334-365-8680

KC ASSEMBLY 2416 - FN JOHN HUDAK
410-980-5852

Ladies of St. Joseph
LINDA TOWNES 256-794-2484

This Space is Available

THOMPSON LAWN CARE
Zach Thompson, Owner/Operator

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Commercial and Residential
334.391.0400

(334) 365-8677 
1870 E Main St, Prattville, AL 

Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today! 
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570 

Bill Azar
Accident Injury Attorney

 • Car accidents
 • Trucking accidents
 • Motorcycle accidents
 •  Wills & Estates

 269-9700
 AzarInjuryLaw.com

“No representation is made that the quality
of legal services provided are better than legal

services provided by other attorneys”

We handle car wrecks, nursing home abuse, 18 wheeler accidents
social security disability, traumatic brain injury cases.
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