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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
fax: (216) 662-1245
website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a
Priest can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call
the Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.

1

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 15, 2020

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Pastoral Scene

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.

Sunday, November 15

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Anna DeLiberato
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, November 16
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Bob Soeder Family
Tuesday, November 17

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious

8:00 All Souls

Wednesday, November 18
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Hojnowski Family
Thursday, November 19
Weekday

8:00 Jean Mirosovich
Friday, November 20
Weekday

8:00 Blessings Sister Kenneth
Saturday, November 21
Weekday

3:15 Confessions
4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, November 22

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

9:00 Jean Savnik, Steve Savnik, Anna Mae &
Rich Kovach
10:45 Emily Stromsky

Why do we pray for the dead?
During my Covid-desert journey, I have spent more time
than usual praying for those I have lost over the last two
years. Although God already knows everything about
those I pray for, and there is no need to remind God of
anything, God has asked us to pray always. The reason I
believe praying for the dead is important is not that prayer changes God’s heart, it changes our own.
Praying for the dead helps us, the living, to be consoled
and perhaps come to terms that those of us left behind
need not feel guilty about it. I know that my prayers in
this shut-down of sorts helped me to say through God all
the things I wish I had told my deceased before they died
– not only that I loved them but most often that I was
sorry about our less-than-perfect relationships. In praying those sentiments, I felt that the shortcomings between us were washed clean. Now, dear reader, you
might wonder how I came to that conclusion, so let me
explain.
In the Creed we state that we believe in the doctrine of
the communion of saints, defined in the CCC as the
“spiritual union of the members of the Church both the
living and the dead.” That union maintains there is still
a vital flow of life between those who have died
(excluding those souls in hell) and ourselves.

Prayer is the way that our love and presence can reach
them after death because the communion of saints is really one community of life. In a real way we can hold
Please keep in your prayers the following
their hands beyond death and as my spiritual director
members of our Parish Community:
said, “Hold each other’s hearts.” Prayer maintains that
Alexandria Romanowski, Jeri Grzybowski, Lee vital flow of life between them and us!

Paluscsak, Patricia Chesney, Vivian Budd, Baby
Harrison Justin, Michael Uyek, Gerald DeLooze,
Bill Paluscsak, Veronica Reil, Joanne Reddinger, and Chris
Machar. The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks.
Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name
needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you
would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune
(216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
Rev. Cornelius J. Murray and Deacon Terry W. Peacock.
May they and all our faithful departed, rest in peace .

By praying for the dead, we share with them the adjustment to a new life with and in God. I believe our prayers, which are less than perfect, support them through the
pain of entering heaven to be embraced by God who is
perfect love. Love itself, as I have written before, can
be a painful experience.
From my own experience of losing my parents and others I loved deeply, as well as from what friends and colleagues have shared with me, I have found that usually,
after a time, we sense that we no longer need to pray for
our loved ones who have died. Now we just talk with
them. What was for a time a cold, hurting absence
becomes a warm presence. They are still with us.
Sister Helene
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Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholics:
Camila Marie Bucell
Adalynn Marie Norman
May God continue to bless them and
their families.

Nine Months with Christ in the Womb
Nine Months with Christ in the Womb Reflection for
Week 34
Jesus now weighs 5.5 pounds! He has gotten so big inside
the small frame of His mother that He cannot move
around as much as he used to. It won’t be long now

Join us
every
Thursday
at 6:00 pm
in CHURCH as we come together to
pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Jesus of the womb, Hear our prayers!
Dear Jesus of the Womb,
Most fragile child of Mary’s protection, we look to You
as the youngest image of perfect innocence.
We lift up our prayers to You who will save each of our
souls. Just as You entered humanity through the most
gentle and helpless state, now help us to find Your
presence in the faces of all the gentle and helpless persons of the earth. Bless us with eyes that see You and
ears that hear You: in the presence of the poor and the
outcast, the hungry and the homeless, the condemned
and the war-torn, the elderly and the unborn. May we
discover You every day as at Christmas and offer You
our gifts every day as at Epiphany. This we ask of You
and the Father, with your Holy Spirit, and in union with
Mary your tender home. Amen.

An Act of Spiritual
Communion

My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

9 Months with Christ in the Womb Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Weekday Masses
One of the privileges of the Catholic Church is that the
Priest is permitted to celebrate a daily Mass. Because of
this privilege, Mass is celebrated on weekdays in many of
our Catholic parishes. In the other Christian Churches, the
celebration of the Liturgy is usually relegated to Sundays.
At St. Monica Church we celebrate a daily Mass at 8:00
am. Over the years many from our parish and other local
parishes have taken advantage of this opportunity. We
would like to invite all who are able to think about the possibility of making the weekday Mass a part of their spiritual
routine. One of the advantages of the weekday Mass is
that it is not obligatory like Sunday Mass (outside of the
pandemic times). This voluntary activity puts a new light on
attending Mass. Another advantage is that one attending
Mass is able to receive Holy Communion, thereby coming
into close contact with Jesus on a daily basis. The other
wonderful advantage is that this is a great way to begin the
day by praying for the intentions that are so important in
your life. You also know that you have done something
good in your relationship with the Lord.
Please consider attending Mass at least occasionally on
weekday mornings at St. Monica’s. It could be just the spiritual experience you need at this time in your life.

Religion Question of the Week

Who is attributed as being the founder of the Confraternity of the Holy Name Society? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that a “state of the art” camera system is
being installed at St. Monica Church which will be ready
by Christmas?
One Liner
“May the souls of the faithful departed to the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen” (Prayer for the month of
November )

Sandwich Saturday

Thank you to all who came to make the
sandwiches on November 7th and to
all those who donated needed items. We
truly are a giving, caring parish. The next Sandwich
Saturday will be December 5!
Thank you

Fr. Thomas Haren
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections

MONDAY, November 16

November 8, 2020

3:00 p.m. School After Care (sc 1 & 2)
4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)

Regular Offertory……………………...….$ 4,891.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………$ 799.00
Misc. Specials…………………………….$ 718.00

TUESDAY, November 17

3:00 p.m. School After Care (sc 1 & 2)
6:00 p.m. Confirmation Practice (+)

Next week our special collection will support the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development. Forty million people
in the United States live in poverty. This collection sup
ports programs that empower people to identify and address the obstacles they face and bring permanent and
positive change to their communities.

WEDNESDAY, November 18

3:00 p.m. School After Care (sc 1 & 2)
4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

THURSDAY, November 19

3:00 p.m. School After Care (sc 1 & 2)
1:30 p.m. Peterson’s Nut Order Pick Up (+)
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)

Please continue to mail in your donations,
Donate online or drop off at the office .
Thank you for your continued support.

FRIDAY, November 20

3:00 p.m. School After Care (sc 1 & 2)

SATURDAY, November 21
12:00 noon RCIA (J)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Mass (+)

SUNDAY, November 22
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

Mass Coordinators,
Lectors and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have returned to Church please consider helping out by calling he Parish Office so we can
schedule you. Thank you for your help.

Homemade Cloth Masks for Sale

A new supply (and designs!) of
Homemade, washable, reusable, cloth
face masks (by Sr. Helene) are for sale
in the Parish Office. All proceeds are
Despite the challenges of the Covid donated to the Parish. Cost is $5.00
19 pandemic and the restrictions set per mask. Coming soon...holiday designs.
in place concerning gatherings by
both the State and Diocese of Cleveland, eight intrepid, fully healthy, WeGiveCatholic
well-prepared, and committed young people will be goSt. Monica will be participating in WeGiveCathoing forward to celebrate their Confirmation at the 4:00
pm Mass on Saturday, November 21, 2020. Bishop lic day on Tuesday, December 1, 2020. We will
be using all donations to help pay our bills this
Martin Amos will be the celebrant.

year, since most of our usual fundraisers have
been cancelled. You can give electronically on
our WeGive page, or drop off your donations to
the church office by November 30, and we will
enter your donations on Tuesday, December 1.
A link to our page will be on our website for your
convenience. We truly appreciate your
generosity at this time.

Preparing these teenagers involved great involvement
on the part of their parents and sponsors as well as the
dedication and ‘staunchness’ of the candidates. At a
time when most, if not all education, was virtual and
the obligation to attend Mass suspended, we gathered
in family “pods” – masked and the required six-feet
away to view and be formed into the fully initiated
Catholics they will become when each receives the Holy
Spirit when he or she is “sealed” by Bishop Amos.

Please keep our candidates and their families in prayer Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
that they may become the strong and vibrant Catholics
Who is attributed to be the founder of the Confraternity
we need in the Church. Due to the requirements for
of
the Holy Name Society?
safe seating in the church, seating in the main nave will
be very limited because of candidate and family
Answer:
Blessed John of Vercelli
reserved pews.
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Dear parishioners of St. Monica Parish,
In an attempt to protect my privacy, my current health status has not been disclosed. However, many parishioners have been asking why I have not been visible in recent weeks and when, if ever this will change. I respect that and at this time oﬀer an explanation.
As you may know, I have had Multiple Sclerosis since 1997. Part of my treatment
included that my immune system be shut down. Since I do not have an immune system,
this current Covid-19 pandemic is very dangerous to me.
I chose to celebrate Mass in church in July but took many more precautions. This
was going along smoothly until one day in late August. To make a long story short, I had
trouble breathing and was taken to Marymount Hospital and it was discovered that I had
a number of blood clots in my left leg. I also had a blood clot in each lung, but the one in
the left lung was so “massive” that it should have killed me instantly, according to every
doctor who treated me.
I remained in the hospital until early September when I was released and came
home where I continued to receive physical therapy. However, my doctors told me that I
should avoid crowds of people because of the virus and the risk of falling. Falling is a
“risk” because this whole episode has made me somewhat more wobbly and I need to literally concentrate on every step and movement that I take so I do not fall. Therefore I
should avoid distractions. Given the blood clots I am now on a blood thinner for the rest
of my life and if I fall again, I have to go to the emergency room to be checked out.
I have made myself available to hear confessions, which I enjoy doing and I celebrate Mass here in my room. Outside of that I am doing much better than I was in late
August. I am receiving tremendous care from all my medical professionals and I am receiving the total support from the Diocese of Cleveland and Fathers Haren and Marszal,
as well as Deacon Stan. My spirits are very high and I am even receiving treatment in
that regard.
That is the latest and I appreciate your concern and prayers for me. Please know of
my continued prayers for you as well and thanks again for your concern.
With God’s Blessing,
Fr. Jerome Lukachinsky
Guild Nut PICK UP
Pick up for your order is Thursday, November 19th from 1:30—
5:30 p.m. at the Rockside Road Entrance to the Church. If you are
unable to pick up on that date, please call Sue, 216-965-5315 to make arrangements to pick up at the Parish Office. All orders must be picked up before Thanksgiving. Thank you to everyone for their participation. Every order adds up and made a difference. Our total sales amounted to $6,688.00 with 75 people
participating.
Congratulations to Joan Chamberlin who is the winner of the
$50.00 Giant Eagle Gift Card.
We thank all of you for your
outstanding support of this fundraiser.
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All three branches of All
Saints Federal Credit
Union will be closed on
Thursday, November
26, 2020, and Friday,
November 27, 2020, for the Thanksgiving
Holiday. All branches will be open normal
hours (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) on Saturday,
November 28, 2020. Please visit our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com for hours and
branch locations.

Some relief from the recent Election.
Enjoy these bloopers from actual
church bulletins
1. The Fasting & Prayer Conference
includes meals.
2. The sermon this morning ‘Jesus
walks on Water’. The sermon tonight, ‘Searching for Jesus’.
3. Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It’s a chance to get ride of
those things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring your husbands.
4. Remember in prayer the many
who are sick of our community.
Smile at someone who is hard to
love. Say “Hell” to someone who
doesn’t care much about you.
5. Don’t let worry kill you off—let the
Church help.
6. Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will
not pass this way again’ giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.
7. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have
a nursery downstairs.
8. Next Thursday there will be tryouts
for the choir. They need all the
help they can get.
9. Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus

ALL DINNERS REQUIRE RESERVATIONS Adults $10 ... Children Under 12 - $8
November 18 Stuffed Cabbage Dinner Reservations by Monday November 16 NOON

Prepared by Maple Heights Catering
Dinner consists 3 Stuffed Cabbages, Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans,salad, Roll & Butter EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED. PRE-ORDER ONLY -

TAKEOUT - Curbside Pickup. NO BAKERY. SERVING
TIME 4 - 6 PM TO PLACE RESERVATIONS, PLEASE
CALL 216-662-2277 Option #2

Please leave your complete name, phone number and number of dinners you will be picking
up. Please no changes day of. Thank you for
your continued patronage. FACE MASKS ARE
REQUIRED

Harvest the Knowledge:
Jennings is thrilled to offer a free virtual speaker series
to the community that you can join online or by phone!
Northeast Ohio trusted resources are providing information that can help you guide others about safe driving
for seniors, Medicare open enrollment, available veterans benefits, estate planning, Catholic burial and preplanning, advanced directives, and more. Speakers will
be each Wednesday, October 14- December 16 from
12:00noon - 1:00p.m. Details and registration at
www.jenningsohio.org/harvest .

of several new members and
to the deterioration of some
older ones.
10. Scouts are saving aluminum
cans, bottles & other items to
be recycled. Proceeds will be
used to cripple children.
11. At the evening service tonight,
the sermon topic will be ‘What
is Hell?’ Come early and to listen to our choir practice.

Recycling Bins are back!

We now have recycling bins from River Valley
Paper Company for paper and cardboard. We
thank you for your past support and hope that it
will continue. Items accepted: newspapers, mail,
phonebooks, office & school paper, magazines,
catalogs, brown paper bags, flattened cardboard,
and hard and soft bound books.
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME

Life Insurance Since 1879

Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members

Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business)
Rates subject to change

216-341-0444

Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:

Mr. Pipeline’s
Plumbing

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays
LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA

A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!

– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –
Call us: (216)

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Fortuna
funeral home

Brian Kowalski

Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

701-5971

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1958
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence
5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH

(440) 708-1855

PJ's

www.stjohnfh.com

Pejestka Family
Owned & Operated

service center inc
216.587.4150
5540 Dunham Rd., Maple Hts.
Complete Automotive
Repair for Over 40 Years

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155
Tools &
Equipment for
work & play

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

216-475-8240

www.abcrentalohio.com

Find your loved
ones using
the CCA App!

216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.com

The Village at Marymount

A continuing care retirement community

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets
Valves • Water Heaters

A faith-based environment for assisted
living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term
care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!
216-332-1396
The Village at Marymount
5200 Marymount Village Drive
Garfield Heights, OH 44125
www.villageatmarymount.org

Sewer/Drain Cleaning
OH Lic #36534

Accept MC/Visa

Labella
L AW N C A R E I N C .

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today!
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

A Weekly Maintenance
& Landscaping Company
New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts

216-390-3351

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.
Automotive Repair
John Phillips, Parishioner
at Sajovie Brothers

216-232-0512

7991 Pennsylvania Ave • Maple Hts.

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1572

George’s

Complete Auto, Van,
& Light Truck Repair

5778 Turney Road, Garfield Heights

Heating & Air Conditioning
sales

- service - installation
air duct cleaning

216-475-2144
your

A.S.E Certified

or

3rd Generation Family
Owned & Operated

330-468-9851

$3,795 Complete Funeral

1 OFF 50¢ OFF

$

& $625 Direct Cremation

REGULAR
6-INCH

SERVICE

4984 Turney Rd.

341-3110

Kuchta’s

216.587.5626
AU TO M OT I V E
www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

LOCAL

REGULAR
FOOTLONG

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222

www.VitoNero.com

SM

Valid with coupon at Turney Town Subway only. Add-ons extra. One coupon
per customer per visit. May not be combined with other coupons or discounts.

Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello

330-467-4500

attorney at law
Celebrating Life Since 1927

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities
Monument & Floral Selections

440-221-0590

jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

216.663.2300

commercial

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

INSTALLATION

Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating
•

industrial

24 HOUR
SERVICE

•

institutional

FREE
ESTIMATES
SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

DAVE THE PLUMBER
Plumbing Repair Specialist
Remodeling & Sewer Maintenance

216-870-1488

Full Menu at Website

Station43Tavern.com
STATION

TAVERN

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

4747 Turney Road
6505 Brecksville Road
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

VVC

FREE ESTIMATES

BONDED & INSURED

VALLEY • VIEW
C E M E N T

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING
Dan & Kathy, Parishioners

216-642-3277

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

$20 OFF Any
Service Over $100

Superior Quality
at Affordable Prices

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic
1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

www.All-StarRoofingCo.com
Garfield Heights

the helpful p lace

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.
216.662.8719

In My Heart Forever
6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

14-1572

