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First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2020                     

 

13623 Rockside Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 

44125 
 

Parish Office:  
(216) 662-8685 

fax: (216) 662-1245 
website: saintmonicachurch.net 

 

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  

(216) 475-3633  
 

OCFCU (216) 663-6800 

 

MASSES: 7 days a week 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.   

and 10:45 a.m.  
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

The Parish Office is open  
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon., 

Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am— 
Noon on Wed. & Fri.   We 

request anyone who comes 
to the parish office to please 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal,   

Senior Parochial Vicar   
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky, 
Retired, in Residence  

Rev. Thomas G. Montavon, 
Retired, in Residence 

Stan Drozell, Deacon 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Sister Helene Skrzyniarz  
SSJ-TOSF,  

Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 

 

Bob Soeder, Director of 
Liturgy and Music 

 

Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr 
 

Susan Shepka, Office Mgr  
 

Kathy Piggford,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 

Kathy Wendling,  
Finance Council Chairman 

 

 
BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for 
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking 
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish 
Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are 
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest 
can be arranged. 
 

MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for 
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the 
Parish Office to schedule preparation. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register. 
 
 

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8. 
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School 
Principal 
 
 

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the 
homebound on a monthly basis.  If you or someone you know is homebound and would like 
to receive communion, call the Parish Office. 

Bulletin Announcements due to 
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by 

NOON on Friday 

 

Catholic Church 

St. Monica St. Monica 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

Please keep in your prayers the following 
members of our Parish Community:   
Al Dottore, Alexandria Romanowski, Jeri  
Grzybowski, Patricia Chesney, Vivian Budd, Baby  
Harrison Justin, Michael Uyek, Gerald DeLooze, 

Bill Paluscsak, Veronica Reil, and Joanne Reddinger.  The 
names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the 
parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be 
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer, please call  Lillian Neptune (216) 662-
5464. 

 
 

 
 

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
family and friends of those who were recently buried:  
Tom & Chris Machar and Rev. Monsignor Robert C. 
Wolff.  May they and all our faithful departed, rest in 

peace. 

Pastoral Scene 

 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 
9:00    People of the Parish 
10:45   Rich & Mim Rosberil 
 

Monday, November 30 
Saint Andrew, Apostle 
8:00    Carolyn Kish 
6:30 pm Eucharistic Exposition w/Confession 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
Advent Weekday 
8:00   Judy Wassem 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
Advent Weekday 
8:00   Living & deceased members of Malinowski Family 
 

Thursday, December 3 
Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
8:00   Sharon Novak 
 

Friday, December 4 
Advent Weekday 
8:00   Ogorzaly Family 
 

Saturday, December 5 
Advent Weekday 
3:15     Confessions  
4:00    William J. Gadomski  
 

Sunday, December 6  
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00    People of the Parish 
10:45   Robert Speno  

Oplatky is now available at the  

Parish Office. We have a limited  
supply on hand. Cost is $1.00 per  

envelope with two wafers in each  
envelope. 

Blessed are the Mean of Spirit? 
 

Our Lord calls us to love one another. He didn’t say “like 
one another.” To be clear, we’re not called to like one an-
other, or anybody for that matter. However, we are called 
to love one another. So what does “love one another” actu-
ally mean?  
 

Love and respect take effort. A true spirit of love involves 
doing the tough things because they’re the right thing to do 
– and sometimes the tough thing is to do nothing. I recently 
saw a sign with which I’m not sure I totally agree, but I think 
it’s on the right path. It read, “Sometimes it’s better to be 
KIND than to be right.”  
 

Political and social stands are one thing, and no one 
should abandon their core beliefs – unless, of course, they 
see error or fault within them. My rule of thumb comes from 
a lesson my parents taught me. The premise is that if you 
begin a thought process with, “Do you think it would be 
wrong if I…” (or something similar) then you already know 
the answer (at least partly). By merely asking that question, 
deep inside you know that something is at least out of bal-
ance and needs to be examined and possibly rectified – 
otherwise, you wouldn’t ask. And if I have to shout my opin-
ion over everyone else, my question becomes, “who am I 
really trying to convince – them or myself?”  
 

While there may be disagreement, no one should abandon 
their family members or dear friends because of an oppos-
ing viewpoint. It’s been my usual experience that “it’s easi-
er to attract ants with honey than with vinegar.” There is no 
doubt that there are times when stern words are neces-
sary. But even stern words can be expressed with kindness 
and compassion. “I think you’re wrong, but I love you and 
care about you,” might not solve the problem right away, 
but will certainly keep the door opened for thought, conver-
sation, or even conversion (by either party) as opposed to, 
“you’re an idiot and you’re not welcome in my home,” or, “if 
that’s how you feel, I don’t want to see you anymore,” or “I 
don’t know you.” 
 

I don’t live the perfect life. I have my share of faults and 
shortcomings. But I remember our Lord saying something 
like “love one another as I have loved you.” I certainly hope 
that when my day comes to stand before him, he might say 
something like, “you were wrong on some stuff and we’ll 
need to deal with that, but I still love you and care about 
you,” rather than, “I don’t know you.”   
 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
trespass against us.”                                           
                                                                           Bob Soeder 
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 Religion Question of the Week 

 Who was the third son of Adam and Eve?    
(Answer on page 4) 
 

Did You Know? 
Did you know that over the past fifteen years almost 
$150,000 has been spent on repairs to our Church  
parking lot? 
 

One Liner 
“Know God, Know Love. No God, No Love”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nine Months with Christ in the Womb  
Nine Months with Christ in the Womb Reflection for 
Weeks 36 & 37 
Week 36: Jesus is developing increased coordination this 
week. He has begun holding grasping things in His little 
hands, things like His ears, His knees, and even His umbili-
cal cord once or twice. 
Week 37:  are now almost in the month that Jesus will be 
born! Today, He is getting acquainted with a new sensa-
tion. His mother has been riding a donkey all day, and its 
steady rocking motion keeps lulling Him back to 
sleep. Then, a jolt will occasionally wake Him back up.    

 Jesus of the womb, Hear our prayers! 
 

Dear Jesus of the Womb, 
Most fragile child of Mary’s protection, we look to You 
as the youngest image of perfect innocence.   
We lift up our prayers to You who will save each of our 
souls. Just as You entered humanity through the most 
gentle and helpless state, now help us to find Your 
presence in the faces of all the gentle and helpless per-
sons of the earth.  Bless us with eyes that see You and 
ears that hear You:  in the presence of the poor and the 

An Act of Spiritual  
Communion 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I can-
not at this moment receive You sac-

ramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be sepa-
rated from You.    Amen. 

Join us  

every  

Thursday at 
6:00 pm in 

CHURCH as we come together to pray 
the Rosary.  All are invited.   

Have you ever wanted to go on a pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France?  You can 
make a 'virtual pilgrimage' there, and receive an 
extraordinary pandemic plenary indulgence.   You 
can register at the website:    

http://www.LourdesVolunteers.org   
Registration is NOT required, but if you register by 
Nov. 29th, you may request a free "Pilgrimage 
Kit" (while supplies last,) that includes Lourdes Water, 
an image of Our Lady in the Grotto that has been 
touched to an actual piece of the Grotto at Lourdes (a 
third class relic), a candle, a rosary, and a pamphlet 
explaining the Plenary Indulgence. 

Year-End Giving  
 

In this season of giving, consider making a year-end gift to 
our parish in gratitude for all the blessings you have re-
ceived in life. As you plan to make the most of your charita-
ble donations in 2020, know that we gratefully accept gifts 
of cash and appreciated assets such as stocks or bonds. 
Even if you don’t itemize your taxes, because of 
the new stimulus package passed by Congress, 
qualified charitable donations up to $300 for in-
dividuals may be tax-deductible.  The CARES Act 
legislation also temporarily suspended the limita-
tion on qualified charitable contributions of cash, 
allowing for a current year deduction (for those 
who itemize) up to 100% of AGI. This provision is 
in effect only for the 2020 tax year. And, if you are 70 
½ or older, you may be able to make a gift of a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution from your IRA that will help us in 
our ministry and reduce your taxable income.  Talk to your 
advisors and IRA administrator for more information and 
to be sure that your IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution 
gift is made directly from an IRA to a qualified charity such 
as our parish.   
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PARISH ACTIVITIES 
Stewardship Offertory Collections 

 
       
Regular Offertory……………………...….$ .00 
   St. Monica Fund…………………………$     .00  
   Misc. Specials…………………………….$     .00 
DUE TO EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE, FIGURES 
 WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE NEXT BULLETIN. 
 

Thank you for your generous support for the collection for 
 the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. This  
collection supports those on the margins who are living in 
 poverty in the United States.. 
 

Please continue to mail in your donations,  
Donate online or drop off at the office . 
Thank  you for your  continued support. 

MONDAY, November 30 
4:15 p.m.   Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail) 
6:30 p.m.   Eucharistic Exposition w/Confession 
 

TUESDAY, December 1 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 2 
4:15 p.m.   Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail) 
5:00 p.m.   G.A. (+) 
6:00 p.m.   RCIA (J) 
 

THURSDAY, December 3 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary (+) 
7:00 p.m.  Pastoral Council Mtg (F) 
  
FRIDAY, December 4 
12:00 noon  Set up Sandwich Saturday (J) 
 

SATURDAY, December 5 
9:00 a.m.     Sandwich Saturday (J) 
12:00 noon  RCIA (J) 
2:00 p.m.   Baptist Bible Study (p) 
4:00 p.m.   Mass (+) 
 

SUNDAY, December 6 
9:00  a.m.   Mass (+) 
10:45 a.m.   Mass (+) 

November 22, 2020 

 

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question 
 

 Who was the third son of Adam and Eve?      
 
Answer:    Seth. 

 
er helping out by calling he Parish Office so we can 

Homemade Cloth Masks for Sale 
 A new supply (and designs!) of 
Homemade, washable, reusable,  
cloth face masks (by Sr. Helene) are 
for sale in the Parish Office.  All proceeds are 
donated to the  Parish. Cost is $5.00 per mask.   
 

        CHRISTMAS DESIGNS ARE HERE! 

Sandwich Saturday  
Join us during the Advent Season as we 
come together to prepare sandwiches for 
the Homeless on Saturday, December  
5th at 9:00 am in the Parish Office.  Masks are  
Required. Please call the office to register so we can 
remain socially distant.  Thank you for your support! 

WeGiveCatholic  
 

            St. Monica will be participating in  
WeGiveCatholic day on Tuesday, December 1, 
2020. We will be using all donations to help pay our 
bills this year, since most of our usual fundraisers 
have been cancelled. You can give electronically on 
our WeGive page, or drop off your donations to the 
church office by November 30, and we will enter your 
donations on Tuesday, December 1. A link to our 
page will be on our website for your convenience. We 
truly appreciate your generosity at this time. 

St. Nicholas Gift Giving 2020 
 St. Nicholas Christmas Gift 
Sharing Program will be held 
again this year. The program is a 
sharing of Christmas gifts with 
those who are less fortunate and 
unable to buy gifts for their chil-
dren and other family members.  
Tags identifying the age,  

gender and type of suggested gift can be  
obtained in the back vestibule only starting the 
weekends of November 28/29 and December 
5th/6th.  Please return the wrapped gifts with the 
tags securely attached, to Church the weekend of 
December 12th/13th .  Your support with this pro-
gram is appreciated. 

Memorial Bricks  
 All of the brick orders that were placed in 

the spring and summer have been filled and are in-

stalled in front of the shrine. Thank you to everyone 

who placed orders. Your support of the Holy Name 

Society is greatly appreciated. 

St, Monica Respect for Life Ministry is again selling 
the "Our Town and All-Around" coupons books 
($28.00). Save with over 600 pages of  local and na-
tional discount offers (valid now through Dec. 1, 2021). 
The FREE "SaveAround" Mobile App includes addi-
tional offers across the U.S. and Canada.  

Phone Regina at 216-744-3263 (free delivery!)  



5 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2020                     

The Sunday TV Mass is moving to a new TV channel, and a new time 
             

The weekly television Mass produced by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland is moving. 
  

Starting on Nov. 22, the Sunday television Mass will be seen at 10 a.m. on WUAB Channel 43, the CW43. 
This change provides viewers with an opportunity to take part in the weekly celebration of the Mass at a much 
more convenient time. In addition, WUAB Channel 43 is an over-the-air station that is accessible even to 
those without cable TV. Those with cable TV need only to check their local cable system listings to determine 
where WUAB is located on their local channel line-up.    
  
The weekly TV Mass is produced by the Diocese of Cleveland and it originates from the Cathedral of St. John 
the Evangelist in downtown Cleveland. The televised Mass has been a staple of religious programming on 
Northeast Ohio airwaves for decades, cultivating a dedicated and faithful following. It is hoped that viewers 
will continue to tune in on this new station at this new, more convenient time. 
  

The TV Mass also can be accessed on demand starting Saturday evening and running throughout Sunday on 
the Diocese of Cleveland website, dioceseofcleveland.org. In addition, the Mass can be heard on the radio, at 
4 p.m. Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Sundays on AM 1260 The Rock. Also, radio station WINT-1330 AM airs the 
Mass at 9 a.m. each Sunday and Cox Communications cable subscribers can view the Mass at 11:30 a.m.  
Sunday on channel 45.   

Parish Communications 
 

We are happy to announce that our Parish  
Office is now able to communicate via Constant Contact. 
This process will allow us to disseminate information in a 
more efficient and cost effective manner.  
 
As a general rule, these communications will go out on 
Tuesday mornings.  Because these are bulk emails, 
please be sure to check your junk or spam folders and 
adjust them accordingly.  
 
Please know that your email address as well as any per-
sonal information will remain confidential. No information 
is divulged to a Third Party. 
 
We would ask you to pass the word along to others in 
our parish family and encourage them to sign up with 
their email address as soon as possible. To sign up, 
simply go to our parish website (http://
saintmonicachurch.net) and click on the Constant Con-
tact sign up link. Increasing the number of people we 
have on board will make us continue to grow in our abil-
ity for efficient communications as well as create a posi-
tive impact to our parish finances.  
 
Traditional mail takes about 2-4 days to be  
received. Constant Contact will allow you to receive in-
formation almost immediately. Using Constant Contact 
instead of traditional mail for large communications will 
create a savings of over 99% per communication. For 
example, on the average, sending a letter out to the en-
tire parish costs about $750 in postage. That same com-
munication via Constant Contact will cost about $7.50 - 
a savings of $742.50 per mailing. 
Please note that signing up for this service is free 
of charge.  
 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and support! 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Tools & 
 Equipment for
 work & play

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

 216-475-8240
 www.abcrentalohio.com

216.587.4150
5540 Dunham Rd., Maple Hts.

Complete Automotive
Repair for Over 40 Years

PJ's
service center inc

Pejestka Family
Owned & Operated

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

The Village at Marymount
A continuing care retirement community

A faith-based environment for assisted
 living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term

 care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of

 the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!

216-332-1396
 The Village at Marymount
 5200 Marymount Village Drive
	 Garfield	Heights,	OH	44125
 www.villageatmarymount.org

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

Fortuna
funeral home

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1958

7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland

216-520-7335
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

 Find your loved
 ones using
 the CCA App!

 Annuity/IRA at 3% to MembersAnnuity/IRA at 3% to Members
  Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business) 
 Rates subject to change
 216-341-0444
 Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Automotive Repair
John Phillips, Parishioner

at Sajovie Brothers

216-232-0512
7991 Pennsylvania Ave • Maple Hts.

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of  HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

DAVE THE PLUMBER
Plumbing Repair Specialist

Remodeling & Sewer Maintenance
216-870-1488

24 HOUR 
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

5778 Turney Road, Garfield HeightsGeorge’s
Heating & Air Conditioning
 sales - service - installation 
 air duct cleaning
 216-475-2144 or 330-468-9851

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

CCVVVV
FREE ESTIMATES  BONDED & INSURED

 VALLEY • VIEW
 C E M E N T

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING

Dan & Kathy, Parishioners
216-642-3277

Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello
attorney at law

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

440-221-0590
jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

In My Heart Forever

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards

www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic

1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222
www.VitoNero.com

$3,795 Complete Funeral
& $625 Direct Cremation

216-341-3413


