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13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
44125
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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LITURGY SCHEDULE

Pastoral Scene

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.

Let’s Celebrate Christmas
Sunday, December 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Margaret & Joseph Dubas
Monday, December 21
Late Advent Weekday

8:00 Ronald and Joyce Kaminski
6:30 Exposition w/ Confession
Tuesday, December 22
Late Advent Weekday

8:00 Harriet & Harry Ramey
Wednesday, December 23
Late Advent Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Fr. Thomas
Haren and family
Thursday, December 24
Late Advent Weekday

4:00 Priest Intention
6:00 Priest Intention
Midnight Priest Intention
Friday, December 25

No matter what the pandemic conditions are
this season, Christmas is still on
December 25th, and it is still the Birthday of Jesus. This time of year is for families to join together (even if by remote devices), and enjoy
their relationship with Jesus, and with each
other.
For the past few weeks, many of us have
viewed Christmas movies on television, and we
have enjoyed Christmas music on the
radio. The stores have been full of Christmas
shoppers. Christmas is on its way.
Instead of spending time bemoaning the pandemic, let’s take time to celebrate Christmas.
This is our time to tell Jesus that we appreciate
His coming into the world.
God bless all of your families.
Fr. Thomas Haren

The Nativity of the Lord

9:00 Priest Intention
10:45 Priest Intention

Saturday, December 26

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr

3:15 Confession
4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, December 27

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

9:00 August & Antonia Supan
10:45 Samuel & Elizabeth Kravetz

Please keep in your prayers the following
members of our Parish Community:
Michael Wyrzykowski, James Gorman,
Carol DeLooze, Special Intention, Alexandria
Romanowski,
Jeri
Grzybowski,
Patricia
Chesney, Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison Justin,
Michael Uyek, Gerald DeLooze, Bill Paluscsak, Veronica
Reil, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the
bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name
or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have
a special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
Carl Panko, Leroy M. Pucci, Ronald Sobocinski and
Deacon Gary R. Tomazic . May they and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.

Midnight Mass
The Governor’s extended curfew from 10:00 pm—5:00 am does
not apply to Religious services.
There will be a Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve celebrated here at St. Monica
Church.

Special New Year’s Gift To Parishioners
There will be a special New Years Gift which will be distributed to our parishioners the Weekend after
Christmas. More information will come in our
next bulletin.

Oplatky is now available at the
Parish Office. We have a limited supply on hand. Cost is $1.00 per envelope with two wafers in each envelope.
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Join us
every
Thursday at
6:00 pm in
CHURCH as we come together to pray the
Rosary. All are invited.

Nine Months with Christ in the Womb
Nine Months with Christ in the Womb Reflection for
Week 40

Religion Question of the Week

Which of the Gospels relates the story of Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem? (Answer on page 4)

It’s nearly Christmas! Very soon we can say “Happy Birthday” to Jesus! With tears of joy on her face, Mary will behold her Child for the first time. The Light for all of the
world will brighten their little stable. Joseph is silent in
wonder at the sight of his perfect adopted Son. The first
quiet moments of happiness are reserved just for the Holy
Family… and a few barn animals. Jesus meets the world
with His eyes open, a little King ready to continue His sacred journey through life.

Did You Know?
Did you know that the Marymount Sisters were the first
religious community to serve at St. Monica Church?
One Liner
“Maranatha” : “The Lord is coming” (1Cor 16/22)
MEMORIAL FLOWER ENVELOPES

Deceased loved ones can be remembered through the Christmas Flower
Memorial envelopes found in your
monthly envelope packet. In past
years, those names were posted on
the bulletin boards in the Rockside Road vestibule
for the Christmas season. Unfortunately, because of
all the precautions that need to be in place due to
the COVID pandemic, that will not be possible this
year. Instead, envelopes will be placed in a basket in
the Sanctuary and the loved ones named will be
prayed for during the Christmas Season. However,
we will look into the possibility of listing the names in
the bulletin sometime in January when more space
is available. Please turn in your envelope as soon
as possible before Christmas. Thank you for your
understanding and support.

Jesus, Light of the World, Hear our prayers!

Jesus of the womb, Hear our prayers!
Dear Jesus of the Womb,
Most fragile child of Mary’s protection, we look to You
as the youngest image of perfect innocence.
We lift up our prayers to You who will save each of our
souls. Just as You entered humanity through the most
gentle and helpless state, now help us to find Your
presence in the faces of all the gentle and helpless persons of the earth. Bless us with eyes that see You and
ears that hear You: in the presence of the poor and the
outcast, the hungry and the homeless, the condemned
and the war-torn, the elderly and the unborn. May we
discover You every day as at Christmas and offer You
our gifts every day as at Epiphany. This we ask of You
and the Father, with your Holy Spirit, and in union with
Mary your tender home. Amen.
9 Months with Christ in the Womb Archdiocese of Cincinnati

For over 500 years, it has been the custom to decorate our Churches and homes for Christmas.
Christians everywhere can express their appreciation for God’s gift of His Son to our world. We ask
you to bring the true Christmas spirit back into the
communities in which we live. Please decorate—
not just the inside, but also the outside of your
home. “Christmas lights” represent Christ who became the “light of the world” on Christmas morning, and the star that led the Magi to Bethlehem.

With Christmas and New Years right
around the corner, the Parish Office hours will
be as follows:
CHRISTMAS—The office will close on Wednesday, December 23rd at 12:00 Noon and reopen
Monday, December 28th at 8:00 am.
NEW YEARS—The office will close on Wednesday,
December 30th at 12:00 Noon and reopen Monday, January 4th at 8:00 am.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections
December 13, 2020

MONDAY, December 21

4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)
6:30 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition w/Confession

Regular Offertory……………………...….$ 6,778.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………$ 1,154.00
Misc Specials……... ……………………..$ 2,219.00
Retirement Fund for Religious……….$ 1,473.00
Immaculate Conception…………………$ 842.00

TUESDAY, December 22

10:00 am Christmas Mass Decorating (g)

WEDNESDAY, December 23
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

“We are conscious of the great generosity of the many bene
factors who support the Retirement Fund for Religious each
year,” says a Catholic sister. “Support from the fund has
been a tremendous blessing to our retired sisters.” Thank
you for donating to last week’s collection.

THURSDAY, December 24 Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Mass

FRIDAY, December 25 Christmas Day
Midnight Mass
9:00 a.m. Mass
10:45 a.m. Mass

Please continue to mail in your donations,
Donate online or drop off at the office .
Thank you for your continued support.

SATURDAY, December 26
4:00 p.m. Mass (+)

Year-End Giving

SUNDAY, December 27

All gifts for the SVDP St. Nicholas Gift Giving Program, with
the tags clearly showing, need to
be returned this weekend.
Gifts may be brought to
Church this weekend and
should be placed in the Sanctuary BEFORE
Mass begins. We are unable to have Offertory
Processions at this time, so they cannot be
brought up during Mass. We thank you for your
help and generosity with this much needed
service.

In this season of giving, consider making a year-end gift to
our parish in gratitude for all the blessings you have received in life. As you plan to make the most of your charitable donations in 2020, know that we gratefully accept gifts
of cash and appreciated assets such as stocks or bonds.
Even if you don’t itemize your taxes, because of
the new stimulus package passed by Congress,
qualified charitable donations up to $300 for individuals may be tax-deductible. The CARES Act
legislation also temporarily suspended the limitation on qualified charitable contributions of cash,
allowing for a current year deduction (for those
who itemize) up to 100% of AGI. This provision is
in effect only for the 2020 tax year. And, if you are 70
½ or older, you may be able to make a gift of a Qualified
Charitable Distribution from your IRA that will help us in
our ministry and reduce your taxable income. Talk to your
advisors and IRA administrator for more information and
to be sure that your IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution
gift is made directly from an IRA to a qualified charity such
as our parish.

Sandwich Saturday

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

St. Nicholas Gift Giving 2020

We wish all a very
Merry, safe, and
healthy Christmas
season. Thank you to
all who have participated in the many
ways that helps this
ministry survive. Join
us at our next Sandwich Saturday
on January 9th at 9:00 am in the
Parish Office. Please call the office
to register. Masks are required.

Which of the Gospels relates the story of the birth of Jesus
in Bethlehem?
Answer:
The Gospel of Luke, chapter 2

St, Monica Respect for Life Ministry is again selling
the "Our Town and All-Around" coupons books
($28.00). Save with over 600 pages of local and national discount offers (valid now through Dec. 1,
2021). The FREE "SaveAround" Mobile App includes
additional offers across the U.S. and Canada.
Phone Regina at 216-744-3263 (free delivery!)
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Parish Communications

Where Does God Fit In?
During the past sixty years, a system of thought has been
gaining ground called “Relativism”. This philosophy promotes
the idea that we cannot know anything for certain, and that all
knowledge is relative to the individual person who proclaims it.
There is no such thing as “Absolute Truth”.
Under relativism a person, or even a whole society, can believe whatever they want to believe. Our belief system then
becomes dependent upon whoever has the forum at the time,
because nothing is for certain.
This philosophy has even gained ground in our religious and
moral ideals. Those who promote this way of thinking say that
we, as a society, can determine what is right and what is
wrong. We, as a society, can also change what we believe,
according to the present circumstances in which we live. This
has caused great harm to our way of life. Where does God fit
in? Relativism ultimately leaves no room for God.
The existence of God is critical to our humanity. Since God
does exist, then there must be some “ultimate truth” which we
must look for if we want to live in this world. Some of this truth
can be found in the natural law that God has instilled in our
human hearts. We know consciously that life is important, and
that it is wrong to murder another person, including the unborn. We know that it is wrong to tell a lie, to steal another
person’s property, or to be unfaithful in Marriage between a
man and a woman. This truth can also be found in the Ten
Commandments, and in Jesus’ law of love. It can likewise be
found in our Catholic Church when they teach what God has
revealed. So ultimately “God does fit in”. It is our job to look
for Him.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Moral Guidelines Regarding
Vaccines and Covid – 19
With the prospect of the FDA approving one (or
more) vaccines within the next few weeks, many
questions have been raised regarding the ethical status of
these vaccines, particularly questioning whether embryonic
stem cells or tissue from aborted fetuses were used in their
creation, and whether Catholics can morally receive such
vaccines. The Diocese has released a document prepared by
Fr. Koopman, a Moral Theologian from St. May Seminary. It
is rather lengthy, and talks about the morality of vaccines in
general, so we will print the final conclusion.
“In conclusion, at this point there appears to be no moral
issues to prohibit a Catholic from receiving vaccines produced by Pfizer or Moderna. If other vaccines are released
which do have recourse to material of illicit origin, Catholic
moral teaching would direct Catholics to utilize the option
that is least morally problematic (i.e., the vaccines that were
not created via such immoral means). Providentially, these
two listed vaccines satisfy that criteria.”
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We are happy to announce that our Parish
Office is now able to communicate via Constant Contact.
This process will allow us to disseminate information in a
more efficient and cost effective manner.
As a general rule, these communications will go out on
Tuesday mornings. Because these are bulk emails,
please be sure to check your junk or spam folders and
adjust them accordingly.
Please know that your email address as well as any personal information will remain confidential. No information
is divulged to a Third Party.
We would ask you to pass the word along to others in our
parish family and encourage them to sign up with their
email address as soon as possible. To sign up, simply go
to our parish website (http://saintmonicachurch.net) and
click on the Constant Contact sign up link. Increasing the
number of people we have on board will make us continue to grow in our ability for efficient communications as
well as create a positive impact to our parish finances.
Traditional mail takes about 2-4 days to be received.
Constant Contact will allow you to receive information
almost immediately. Using Constant Contact instead of
traditional mail for large communications will create a
savings of over 99% per communication. For example,
on the average, sending a letter out to the entire parish
costs about $750 in postage. That same communication
via Constant Contact will cost about $7.50 - a savings of
$742.50 per mailing.

Please note that signing up for this service is free
of charge.
Thank you for your cooperation and support!
A Prayer for Priests and Seminarians

Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend our priests and Seminarians in
battle. Be their protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
Win for them the grace to be
heroic in the pursuit and practice of
virtue, courageous in fulfilling the will of God, and
steadfast in the face of temptation and desolation.
Intercede for them so that they have the
strength to take up their crosses daily, to love without
counting the cost, and to give generously of themselves.
Saint Michael, pray to God of peace that He
may put Satan under our feet, so far conquered that
he may no longer be able to hold people in captivity
and harm the Church.
We entrust our priests and seminarians to the
loving and maternal care of Our Lady, Queen of Angels, and we ask all of this in the name of Jesus.
Amen
Please keep the following Seminarians—as well as
all of the seminarians—in your prayers:
Joe Menkhaus Jr., Francisco Ogbonna, David
Verbsky, Connor Hetzel, John Jae-hyun Ryu, Scott
Swinerton, and Ian Kelly
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Blessing of a Christmas Tree
Lord our God,
we praise you for the light of creation:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of night.
We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace,
who fills us with the wonder of your love.
Lord God,
let your blessing, come upon use as we light this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of this joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC

An Act of Spiritual
Communion

Join Bishop Malesic
for televised
Christmas Masses

My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love
You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You
were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Join the Most Rev.
Edward Malesic, bishop of the Catholic Diocese of
Cleveland, as he celebrates Masses from the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day that will be livestreamed or broadcast
on local television.
The bishop will be the celebrant for the 4:30 p.m.
livestream of Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 Mass. The
Mass will be streamed live via the internet on the
diocesan website, dioceseofcleveland.org. It also
will be available on demand on the diocesan website
after the broadcast.

Special thanks to the
members of the Holy
Name Society for
their generous gift of
$1,089.84 to offset
the bill for the Church basement flood a few weeks
ago. This donation is a great help to our parish.

On Christmas Day, Dec. 25, Bishop Malesic will
celebrate Christmas Mass from the cathedral on
WOIO – Channel 19 -- at 9 a.m. The Mass also will
be available on demand on the diocesan website at
dioceseofcleveland.org.
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME

Life Insurance Since 1879

Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members

Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business)
Rates subject to change

216-341-0444

Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA

Fortuna
funeral home

Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-475-8240

– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

701-5971

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1958
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence
5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland

(440) 232-1155

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
Call us: (216)

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

Tools &
Equipment for
work & play

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski

(440) 708-1855

www.stjohnfh.com

Mr. Pipeline’s
Plumbing

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH

www.abcrentalohio.com

Find your loved
ones using
the CCA App!

216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.com

The Village at Marymount

A continuing care retirement community

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets
Valves • Water Heaters

A faith-based environment for assisted
living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term
care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!
216-332-1396
The Village at Marymount
5200 Marymount Village Drive
Garfield Heights, OH 44125
www.villageatmarymount.org

Sewer/Drain Cleaning
OH Lic #36534

Accept MC/Visa

Labella
L AW N C A R E I N C .

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today!
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

A Weekly Maintenance
& Landscaping Company
New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts

216-390-3351

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.
Automotive Repair
John Phillips, Parishioner
at Sajovie Brothers

216-232-0512

7991 Pennsylvania Ave • Maple Hts.

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1572

George’s

Complete Auto, Van,
& Light Truck Repair

5778 Turney Road, Garfield Heights

Heating & Air Conditioning
sales

A.S.E Certified

- service - installation
air duct cleaning

216-475-2144

or

3rd Generation Family
Owned & Operated

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

Kuchta’s

216.587.5626
AU TO M OT I V E
www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

330-468-9851

$3,795 Complete Funeral
& $625 Direct Cremation
SERVICE

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222

www.VitoNero.com
Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello

330-467-4500

attorney at law
Celebrating Life Since 1927

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities
Monument & Floral Selections

440-221-0590

jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

216.663.2300

commercial

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

INSTALLATION

Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating
•

industrial

24 HOUR
SERVICE

•

institutional

FREE
ESTIMATES
SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

DAVE THE PLUMBER
Plumbing Repair Specialist
Remodeling & Sewer Maintenance

216-870-1488

Full Menu at Website

Station43Tavern.com
STATION

TAVERN

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

4747 Turney Road
6505 Brecksville Road
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

VVC

FREE ESTIMATES

BONDED & INSURED

VALLEY • VIEW
C E M E N T

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING
Dan & Kathy, Parishioners

216-642-3277

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

$20 OFF Any
Service Over $100

Superior Quality
at Affordable Prices

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic
1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

www.All-StarRoofingCo.com
Garfield Heights

the helpful p lace

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.
216.662.8719

In My Heart Forever
6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

14-1572

