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Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
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Bob Soeder, Director of
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BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.

1

Epiphany of the Lord

January 3, 2021

Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE
Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, January 3

Epiphany of the Lord

9:00 George Kaczmarek
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, January 4

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

8:00 Living & deceased members of Cheryl
Hanzlick Family
Tuesday, January 5

Saint John Neumann, Bishop

8:00 Michael D. King

Wednesday, January 6
Christmas Weekday

8:00 All Souls

Thursday, January 7
Christmas Weekday

8:00 Alice Zbozien
Friday, January 8

Christmas Weekday

8:00 Dr. Joan Billings
Saturday, January 9
Christmas Weekday

3:15 Confession
4:00 Alphonse & Alice Prusinski
Sunday, January 10
Baptism of the Lord

9:00 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ungarsky & Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Svoboda
10:45 People of the Parish

Please keep in your prayers the following
members of our Parish Community:
Aubrey Rae, Janet Roppel, Sue Letham, Michael
Wyrzykowski, James Gorman, Carol DeLooze,
Special Intention, Alexandria Romanowski, Jeri
Grzybowski, Patricia Chesney, Vivian Budd,
Baby Harrison Justin, Gerald DeLooze, Bill Paluscsak, and
Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for
two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name or a loved
one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a special
intention you would like remembered in prayer, please call
Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
Mary Ann Price and Stanley Gajda, Sr. May they and all
our faithful departed, rest in peace.

Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors,
The Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany or
also called Theophany. The feast brings to completion the preparation began with the season of Advent. The liturgical prayers for the Mass of the day
also contain references to two other manifestations
or theophanies; namely the baptism of the Lord
and the first miracle of Jesus at the marriage feast
of Cana. The unfolding of redemption is presented
through the events of Christ’s life seeing as we celebrate, with solemn rite, the unfolding of God’s love
for his people. Through the visit of the Magi ,
Christ is seen as the light to all peoples. From the
early times of the Church, the call to evangelize,
that is, to spread the message of the Good News of
Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Mary to the
world, finds it’s beginning in the feast of the Epiphany.
The original celebration of the feast on January 6 is
often referred to as “little Christmas.” The tradition
in the Western Church particularly in Eastern Europe is to bless incense and chalk which is taken to
the homes of the faithful. The priest or head of the
family then prays a blessing on the home, after
which, he marks the top of the main door with the
letters: K+M+B+2020. The letters refer to
Kasper Melchior and Balthasar, the traditional
names given to the Magi. In many parts of the
world, today is the day of gift giving.
In the Eastern Christian Church the feast is celebrated as one feast with the Baptism of the Lord
which for us in the West will be celebrated next
Sunday. The focus on the Baptism of the Lord has
placed in their Liturgy, the blessing of water, as a
reminder of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan. The
faithful then take the blessed water to their homes.
The different traditions, in both the Christian East
and West, point out the theology that has evolved
through the centuries.
For us the days of Christmas will end a week from
Monday when we will celebrate the Baptism of the
Lord. It is important to continue the spirit of the
Season, particularly in our words and actions. The
added dimension of the call for evangelization and
to be truly adult in living our faith completes this
segment of the Liturgical Year.
Be well in loving God,
Father Ted Marszal
2

Epiphany of the Lord

January 3, 2021

The Importance of Sunday in the Catholic Church

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00 pm
in CHURCH as we pray
the Rosary. All are invited.

Throughout the history of Christianity, Sunday
has held a place of special importance. Early Christians celebrated Sunday, the first day of the week, as
the Day that Jesus rose from the Dead. Because of
the prominence of this day in Christian belief, they
would gather together for Prayer and the Eucharist.
As time went on, Sunday became the day of worship
for the whole of Christianity.
For much of our American experience, Sunday
was held in high esteem by our nation. Attending
Church services on that day was as paramount to being a religious person. Not only did our citizens attend
Church on that day, but for many it was a day for families to get together for a family meal. “Blue Laws”
were established, in many places, forbidding nonessential stores to be open on Sundays so that people could follow through on their obligations to worship
God.
In the recent years, the respect that our nation
had for Sunday has been diminishing. The Blue Laws
were rescinded, stores began to open their doors for
shopping, and many families began to look upon Sunday solely as a day of relaxation, and not as a day of
worship. The solemnity of Sunday has been losing
ground, and fewer people see the importance of setting aside a day to build their relationship with God.
As Catholics, we need to take another look at
our Faith in reference to the way we observe Sundays. If we find time to earn a living, find time for entertainment, find time to relax, why can’t we find time
to give God His due on one day out of the week? If
you want to know what type of Catholic you are, take
a good look at the way you attend Mass on weekends. Is it a part of your routine, or is it just an afterthought when you want to feel good about yourself?
Your relationship with God in your community
is very important, because it helps to define who you
are as a person. Our week should start with Sunday
Mass. It is our way of telling God how much He
means to us.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Religion Question of the Week
Who were the two persons who met Mary, Joseph, and
the child Jesus in the Temple? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that since the beginning of our parish, fiftyfive Priests, Deacons, and Religious Sisters served a on
the Administrative Staff of St. Monica Church?
One Liner
“Indifference and laziness are the devil’s chief tools
against Christians”.
Wishing you a few “happy New Years’
Not too long ago I was asked why January 1 st was chosen as
the first day of the brand new year. Since I had no real idea for
the choice of this date, I thought it would be wise to research
the answer. In doing so, I found a few more ‘new year’ dates
that we can celebrate as well.
New Year's Day was celebrated on January 1 for the first time
in history in 45 B.C. when the Julian calendar took effect. Soon
after becoming Roman dictator, Julius Caesar decided that the
traditional Roman calendar was in dire need of reform and created this new format.
You see, up until his reign, the calendar had just ten months,
beginning with March. The early Roman calendar designated
March 1 as the New Year. ..The earliest recording of a New
Year celebration is believed to have been in Mesopotamia, in
2000 B.C. and was celebrated at the time of the vernal equinox,
in mid-March.
In pre-Christian Rome under the Julian calendar, the day was
dedicated to Janus, god of gateways and beginnings, for whom
the month of January is also named. When the Gregorian calendar was created, January 1st has remained as the first day of
the year from that time onward.
The term “New Year” also applies to other new year beginnings
as well.
In the Roman Rite, the Liturgical year of the Church begins on
the first Sunday after the feast of Saint Andrew whose feast is
celebrated at the end of November.
The Chinese New Year, also known as the Lunar New Year,
occurs every year on the new moon of the first lunar month,
usually about the beginning of spring. Chinese New Year 2021
begins on Friday, February 12th, 2021, and its celebrations will
continue for a total of 16 days. The Chinese celebrate the first
seven days of the year as a public holiday. Chinese New Year
in 2022 will fall on Tuesday, February 1st.
Even your birthday is a ‘new year’ celebration of your life and a
day to thank God for the gift of your life and God’s care for you
throughout its duration!

The next Baptism class will be held on Tuesday,
January 12th at 6:30 in the Parish Office.
If you would like to have your child Baptized,
please call the Parish Office to register:
216-662-8685

During 2021, I intend to celebrate all of these “new year’s” days.
I hope you will join me in doing so, too!
Sr. Helene
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections

MONDAY, January 4

December 20, 2020

4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)
6:30 p.m. HN Rosary & Mtg (+)

Regular Offertory……………………...….$ 5,164.00
St. Monica Fund………………………….$1,071 .00
Misc Specials……... ……………………..$ 2,139.00

TUESDAY, January 5
WEDNESDAY, January 6
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

Please continue to mail in your donations,
Donate online or drop off at the office .
Thank you for your continued support.

THURSDAY, January 7

6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Mtg. (F)

Due to the early bulletin deadlines with the holidays,
we will report the collections as soon as we are able.
Thank you for your understanding.

FRIDAY, January 8
9:00 a.m. Set up Sandwich Saturday (J)
SATURDAY, January 9

9:00 a.m. Sandwich Saturday (J)
12:00 p.m. RCIA
4:00 p.m. Mass

Alliance For International Monasticism
We received a letter from Sr. Christine Kosin, OSB .
She thanks our parish on behalf of the Missionary
Appeal in November for the $918.22 we sent to AIM
for financial aid to help with their expenses.

SUNDAY, January 10
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

Sandwich Saturday

An Act of Spiritual
Communion

Happy New Year! Thank you
to all who have participated
in the many ways that help
this ministry survive. Join us
at our next Sandwich Saturday on January 9th at 9:00 am
in the Parish Office. Please
call the office to register. Masks are
required.

My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit
me to be separated from You. Amen.

A Prayer for Priests and Seminarians
Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend our priests and Seminarians in battle. Be their protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
Win for them the grace to be heroic in the
pursuit and practice of virtue, courageous in fulfilling the
will of God, and steadfast in the face of temptation and
desolation.
Intercede for them so that they have the strength
to take up their crosses daily, to love without counting the
cost, and to give generously of themselves.
Saint Michael, pray to God of peace that He may
put Satan under our feet, so far conquered that he may no
longer be able to hold people in captivity and harm the
Church.
We entrust our priests and seminarians to the loving and maternal care of Our Lady, Queen of Angels, and
we ask all of this in the name of Jesus. Amen

Winterfest Announcement
For the last nine years we have held our
annual Winterfest, a family fun filled
weekend while raising monies needed to
help offset the cost of running St. Monica Church. It
is with sadness that we must announce that due to
the corona virus pandemic that we need to cancel this
event due to social distance restrictions. Thank you
for all of your prayers and help with Winterfest in the
past and hopefully we will see you next year!
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

Please keep the following Seminarians—as well as all
of the seminarians—in your prayers:
Joe Menkhaus Jr., Fabian, Duckhyun Han, Maxwell
Giorgi, William Wainio, Francis Thuc Tri Nguyen,
Bradley Jasko, Jeffrey Liptak, Michael Garvin, and
Kevin Bertleff.

Who were the two persons that Mary, Joseph, and the
child Jesus met in the Temple?
Answer:
Simeon and Anna
4

Epiphany of the Lord

January 3, 2021

A Different Version of the World
“Well, I've been afraid of changing 'cause I've built my life around you. But time makes you bolder, even
children get older, and I'm getting older too.” From the song, Landslide by Stevie Nicks (1975)
A driving force in my life has been passion – the passion of knowing what I want out of life and the passion of
working hard to accomplish my goals. It’s true that my passions have changed or evolved over the years.
However, it’s always been a passion for something or someone that has driven me to become very successful in my life – and in most of my ventures. When I was just a kid, I wanted to become a professional musician. I worked at it, sought out and studied under teachers that could help me grow and advance. I sought
out mentors that would guide me through the channels that I needed to navigate, and I did it.
After a time, my passions changed direction. I spent a number of years in the steel industry. For much of
that time, I worked alongside my Dad – and loved every minute of it. I branched out and became an extraordinarily successful salesman for another company. Then, through a complex series of events, my passion for
music reignited. I abruptly quit my steel job, and within a matter of weeks I put together a band – and that
became a full-time job. Eventually, the band gave way to working in the Church, which then became my passion, in which I’ve been involved for almost 40 years.
Truth be told, I haven’t loved every single job that I’ve had, or every gig that I’ve played, or every activity that
I’ve undertaken, or every girlfriend that I’ve dated. But anyone who knows me well can attest that I was passionate about all of them. Success in life, whether it’s in a career, an activity, or a relationship, can’t truly happen without passion.
The passion that I’m speaking of is the driving force within one’s self to be the best. I’m not talking about being the best in the world – I’m talking about being one’s personal best. And what’s the measure of success?
In one word, Happiness.
Passion is an emotion, but more importantly, passion is an attitude. A lyric comes to mind from an old Crosby, Stills and Nash song: “If you can’t be with the one you love, then love the one you’re with.” It’s all about
attitude. At one point while I was in high school, I had what many would perceive to be the world’s most boring job: I worked at the Cleveland Public Library shelving books. I would take a cart full of books, put them in
order according to the Dewey Decimal System (now if that doesn’t date me, nothing will) and then shelve
them in proper order. To most people, watching paint dry would be more exciting. However, to a passionate
person, this job was filled with challenges – and I actually enjoyed my job for the time I was there.
Right now, we’re in the midst of events that are unprecedented – not in world history, but in our lifetimes.
(Don’t forget the old adage: “If you don’t learn from history, you’re doomed to repeat it.”) We hear phrases
everyday like “the new normal.” Like it or not, all of us (in some way) will soon need to let go of things that
we’ve perceived as anchors in our lives. Some of us have already let go of one thing or another. Some have
lost jobs, some have lost finances, some have had to abandon careers, and some have suffered the loss of
friends and loved ones. On the other hand, some have found new opportunities for career, financial, and personal growth.

In these times, we need to have faith – we need to be passionate in our devotion and in our prayer lives. If
not already there, we need to become passionate about who we are and whose we are. We need to be passionate about what we can do to make things better in our lives and in the lives of those around us. This may
call us to let go of some of the things that we’ve built our lives around (or at least look at those things in new
ways) in order to grow. Remember our Lord’s parable:
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” (John 12:24)
I would never presume to put words into our Lord’s mouth, but for me it’s not a far stretch to hear his next
words as being:
“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21)
- Bob Soeder
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Prayer to St. Jude for
the Sick
St. Jude, you witnessed
Jesus healing many who
were sick. Bless all those
afflicted with illness or injury.
Help them draw hope from the
strength Jesus has always given people
as He shares His healing love with us.
Help them to remember the peace of
God’s love and that it never ends.

Touch their souls with your peace.
St. Jude, I also long for healing.
Please bring my prayers to Jesus, so
that I may grow in how I can serve
Him ever faithfully. Amen

Catholic Cemeteries Association Monthly
Sunday Grief Support January 17th:
Catholic Cemeteries Association continues with
our free monthly in-office grief support groups on
January 17th with limited seating for social distancing. We offer a comfortable, private, and
safe environment where you are free to talk
about your grief. Meetings do not build off each
other so you can stop in any month and fit right
in. You do not even have to talk, but come and
listen and be in the presence of those who understand. The January topic is “Facing the New
Year with Hope and Love” but discussions follow
whatever is on your heart. We meet the 3rd Sunday of every month from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

National Shrine of St. Jud

“A Closer Walk With Thee” – CCA Monthly Grief
Support E-Newsletter:
Don’t forget to subscribe to the Catholic Cemeteries
Association’s monthly grief support e-newsletter, “A
Closer Walk with Thee”. This e-newsletter is
emailed the first Tuesday of each month to any
family/individual who has expressed an interest in
our bereavement programs. To subscribe to this
valued grief support resource, visit the Bereavement
page on our website and click the brown signup box
on the right side, contact Rhonda at 216-930-4866.
You can also click this link and go directly to the signup https://bit.ly/ccabereavementbulletin .

Saint Joseph Cemetery, Avon (NEW office);
Holy Cross Cemetery, Akron (office);
Holy Cross Cemetery, Brook Park (office);
Calvary Cemetery, Cleveland (office);
All Saints Cemetery, Northfield (office);
All Souls Cemetery, Chardon (office).

All Saints Federal Credit
Union is running a Debt
Consolidation Loan Promotion! Borrow up to
$3000.00 with a rate as low
as 7.99% for 12 months. This promotion runs from
January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021. Visit or
call any of our three branch locations; for hours, addresses, phone numbers, and additional information,
please visit our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com or
call 216-524-0414, 216-587-0631, or 440-888-3663.

Meeting sites are sanitized and seating is arranged so everyone is at a safe distance. Participants are requested to RSVP so we can plan appropriate social distancing at each location. It is
required that participants wear protective facial
coverings. To RSVP or for questions, please
contact Rhonda at 216-930-4866.
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME

Life Insurance Since 1879

Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members

Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business)
Rates subject to change

216-341-0444

Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA

Fortuna
funeral home

Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-475-8240

– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

701-5971

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1958
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence
5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland

(440) 232-1155

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
Call us: (216)

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

Tools &
Equipment for
work & play

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski

(440) 708-1855

www.stjohnfh.com

Mr. Pipeline’s
Plumbing

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH

www.abcrentalohio.com

Find your loved
ones using
the CCA App!

216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.com

The Village at Marymount

A continuing care retirement community

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets
Valves • Water Heaters

A faith-based environment for assisted
living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term
care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!
216-332-1396
The Village at Marymount
5200 Marymount Village Drive
Garfield Heights, OH 44125
www.villageatmarymount.org

Sewer/Drain Cleaning
OH Lic #36534

Accept MC/Visa

Labella
L AW N C A R E I N C .

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today!
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

A Weekly Maintenance
& Landscaping Company
New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts

216-390-3351

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.
Automotive Repair
John Phillips, Parishioner
at Sajovie Brothers

216-232-0512

7991 Pennsylvania Ave • Maple Hts.

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1572

George’s

Complete Auto, Van,
& Light Truck Repair

5778 Turney Road, Garfield Heights

Heating & Air Conditioning
sales

A.S.E Certified

- service - installation
air duct cleaning

216-475-2144

or

3rd Generation Family
Owned & Operated

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

Kuchta’s

216.587.5626
AU TO M OT I V E
www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

330-468-9851

$3,795 Complete Funeral
& $625 Direct Cremation
SERVICE

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222

www.VitoNero.com
Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello

330-467-4500

attorney at law
Celebrating Life Since 1927

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities
Monument & Floral Selections

440-221-0590

jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

216.663.2300

commercial

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

INSTALLATION

Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating
•

industrial

24 HOUR
SERVICE

•

institutional

FREE
ESTIMATES
SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

DAVE THE PLUMBER
Plumbing Repair Specialist
Remodeling & Sewer Maintenance

216-870-1488

Full Menu at Website

Station43Tavern.com
STATION

TAVERN

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

4747 Turney Road
6505 Brecksville Road
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

VVC

FREE ESTIMATES

BONDED & INSURED

VALLEY • VIEW
C E M E N T

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING
Dan & Kathy, Parishioners

216-642-3277

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

$20 OFF Any
Service Over $100

Superior Quality
at Affordable Prices

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic
1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

www.All-StarRoofingCo.com
Garfield Heights

the helpful p lace

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.
216.662.8719

In My Heart Forever
6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

14-1572

