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Fifth Sunday of Lent March 21, 2021                    

 

MASSES: 7 days a week 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.   

and 10:45 a.m.  
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

The Parish Office is open  
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon., 

Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am— 
Noon on Wed. & Fri.   We 

request anyone who comes 
to the parish office to please 

wear a mask.   Thank you. 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal,   

Senior Parochial Vicar   
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky, 
Retired, in Residence  

Rev. Thomas G. Montavon, 
Retired, in Residence 

Stan Drozell, Deacon 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Sister Helene Skrzyniarz  
SSJ-TOSF,  

Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 

 

Bob Soeder, Director of 
Liturgy and Music 

 

Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr 
 

Susan Shepka, Office Mgr  
 

Kathy Piggford,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 

Kathy Wendling,  
Finance Council Chairman 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a 
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the 
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community. 
 
BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for 
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking 
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish 
Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are 
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest 
can be arranged. 
 

MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for 
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the 
Parish Office to schedule preparation. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register. 
 
 

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8. 
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School 
Principal 
 
 

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the 
homebound on a monthly basis.  If you or someone you know is homebound and would like 
to receive communion, call the Parish Office. 

Bulletin Announcements due to 
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by 

NOON on Friday 

Catholic Church 

St. Monica St. Monica 
13623 Rockside Road 

Garfield Heights, Ohio 
 

Parish Office: 
(216) 662-8685 

Fax: (216) 662-1245 
website:  saintmonicachurch.net 

 

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center 

(216) 475-3633 
OCFCU (216) 663-6800 

March 21, 2021 
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Please keep in your prayers the following 
members of our Parish Community:   
 

Special Intention, Lisa Bielawski, Thomas 
Obojski, Sylvester Danko, Kimberly and 
Brie’anah Hill, Judy Watters, Philph-Michael 
Lockhart, Larry & Lorna Piechowiak, Concetta 

Rimmel, John Spadaro, Michael Wyrzykowski, Carol & Ger-
ald DeLooze, Alexandria Romanowski, Vivian Budd, Baby 
Harrison Justin, and Joanne Reddinger.  The names will   
remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office 
if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. 
If you have a special intention you would like remembered in 
prayer, please call  Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464. 

 
 

 
Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the 
family and friends of those who were recently buried:  
John Ondak and Patricia Lopez.   May they and all our 

faithful departed, rest in peace. 

Pastoral Scene 

Sunday, March 21 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
9:00  Living & deceased members of Kate Hetman Family 
10:45  Daniel J. Stanowick 
 

Monday, March 22 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00   Michael Kostechak 
6:30   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/w confessions 
 

Tuesday, March 23 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00   Harry Klosowski 
 

Wednesday, March 24 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00  Living & deceased members of the Cymbor and 
           Walker families 
 

Thursday, March 25 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
8:00   Michael J. King 
 

Friday, March 26 
Lenton Weekday 
8:00   Living & deceased members of Joe and Lois           
            Styfurak family 
7:00   Mary’s Way of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 27 
Lenten Weekday 
3:15   Confession 
4:00   Stanley Bykiewicz 
 

Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
9:00   John Spirka 
10:45  People of the Parish 

LITURGY  
SCHEDULE 

 

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.  
Why Didn’t Jesus Take the Easy Way? 
 
Why did the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity do it the 
hard way? He could have chosen a much easier way, after 
all he’s God. Jesus didn’t choose Pharisees or educated 
aristocracy to be numbered as his Twelve – who would 
then authoritatively teach in relatively safe places of higher 
learning. Rather, he took simple, ordinary, maybe semi-
educated people who roamed from town to town and place 
to place, enduring treacherous roads and dangers, talking 
to anyone would give an ear. Again, I ask, “Why?” 
 
 One day, I took a little drive out to the country and sat at a 
spot on the river where my Dad (Pappy) and I frequently 
fished when I was a kid.   As I took in the beautiful scenery, 
my mind wandered back in time. I closed my eyes and 
could almost hear Pappy telling me what bait to use and 
just where to cast in the river to catch some great fish.  We 
both loved going for rock bass – they’re great fighters and 
make for a good meal. Being an out-of-the-box thinker (or 
maybe just bull-headed), I always had to modify his instruc-
tions and usually didn’t succeed. By the end of the day, 
he’d have a stringer full of fish and I had a couple 
(maybe…if I was lucky). As we would hike back to the car, 
he’d say “If you would have done as I suggested, you’d 
have a stringer full too,” and then he’d laugh….and so 
would I because I knew that he was absolutely 
right.  Similar to “Goundhog Day,” this same scenario 
played out dozens of times throughout my youth. Pappy 
was always hopeful that I’d get what he was saying as I 
would nod and agree with his words, but at the end of the 
day he knew that it most likely wouldn’t happen – at least 
not easily. 
 
 Pappy was a firm believer in Ockam’s Razor which basi-
cally states that given a problem, the simplest solution is 
most likely the right one. In my view, I think that Jesus 
would have liked Ockam’s Razor too. For the most part, our 
Lord’s teachings are very pragmatic (i.e., the two great 
commandments, don’t worry about tomorrow, you’re either 
with me or against me, etc.) – deeply rooted and profound, 
but definitely not rocket science.  However, most human 
beings (myself included) have to try to find a better way (or 
a different way). We convolute his teachings with politics, 
technology, and other multifaceted nonsensical stuff, when 
the simple way (our Lord’s way) is the right way. Some-
times I think that in his humanity, Jesus was hopeful that 
the people of his time (and us as well) would “get it,” but his 
divine nature knew that it wouldn’t be easy – although “with 
God all things are possible.”  To that end, the example set 
in our Lord’s ministerial life gave his Church a modus op-
erandi – and through his passion, death and resurrection 
gave us a foretaste of the victory we all can attain (if we’re 
smart enough to follow).  
 
- Bob Soeder 
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Join us every  
Thursday at 6:00 

pm in CHURCH as 
we pray the Rosary.  All are invited.   

Religion Question of the Week 
What are the three Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic 
Church?         (Answer  on page 4) 
 

 
Did You Know? 
Did you know that when St. Monica Church was adminis-
tered by a Team from 1974 – 2003, eight Sisters served as 
Team members? 
 
 
One Liner 
“A good friend is like a four leaf clover, hard to find, lucky 
to have”. 

The Year of St. Joseph  
 
On December 8, 2020 Pope Francis asked the entire 
world to celebrate “The Year of St. Joseph”. This special 
celebration will last until December 8, 2021. 
 
St. Joseph is sometimes referred to as “the silent saint” 
in that no actual words of his are recorded in the Bible. 
But even though his words are not recorded, his actions 
have played an important role in the life of the Holy Fam-
ily.  Joseph was a carpenter, but in those times this occu-
pation may also have included being a craftsman, work-
ing with both wood and stone. We know that he can 
trace his    ancestry back to King David, which is seen in 
both the  Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 
    
According to tradition his espousal to Mary took place in 
either Jerusalem or in Nazareth. This was a period of one 
year before they came to live together as a married      
couple. In Luke’s Gospel we see the dilemma of Joseph 
when he found that Mary was with child, and we also see 
his response when he is told by an angel in a dream that 
this was God’s doing. Then follows the wonderful stories 
about Joseph and Mary in Bethlehem with the birth of  
Jesus; the scene in the temple with Simeon and Anna; 
the visitation of the Magi; and the one hundred seventy-
five mile Flight into Egypt due to King Herod’s death 
threats on the life of Jesus; and finally the loss of Jesus 
for three days when Jesus, at age twelve, was found in 
the Temple.     Joseph certainly showed good character in 
all of these stories. From this time until his death, which 
according to  tradition might have happened when Jesus 
was about  thirty years of age, we see nothing about  
Joseph again in the Scriptures. But as a role model, he 
taught Jesus how to be a faithful Jew, and probably how 
to help support their family through the carpentry trade.  
 
During this year there are two special feast days to honor 
St. Joseph:  March 19th, and May 1st, the feast of St.     
Joseph the Worker. Please take some time this year to 
pray to St. Joseph. He certainly understands what it is 
like to raise a family. 
 
                                                                       Fr. Thomas Haren 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

As a sign of Jesus’ forgiving love and 
mercy, the Church celebrates Divine 
Mercy Sunday on April 8th. Jesus told 
Saint Faustina: “I want this image to 
be solemnly blessed on the first    
Sunday  after Easter: that Sunday is to 
be the Feast of Mercy. Whoever will 
go to confession and receive the Holy Eucharist will 
receive complete forgiveness of sin and punishment.” 
A deed of mercy was also asked by Jesus. Giving food 
to the St. Vincent de Paul pantry, providing a ride to a 
neighbor to Mass, or donating to Operation Rice Bowl 
are just a few ways we can show Jesus’ love and mercy 
to our neighbor.  
 
Our Lord gave Saint Faustina the Novena of Divine 
Mercy which consists of nine days of prayer for all 
people to recognize Jesus’ love and mercy. The nove-
na, which is said privately, begins on Good Friday and 
is to be said for nine days, each day praying for a dif-
ferent intention to bring souls back to Our Savior. The 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy is also said and may be con-
tinued daily throughout the year. The novena booklets 
may be obtained at the doors of the Church.  
 
All are invited to attend special devotions on Sun-

day, April 8th following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. The 

Divine Mercy Holy Hour will include   Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament, Praying the Chaplet of Divine   

Mercy, Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image and the 

relic of Saint Faustina, and Benediction.  
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 Stewardship Offertory Collections 

 

 
  
Regular Offertory………………………….$ 4,936.00 
   St. Monica Fund………………………….$   839.00  
   Misc. specials…………………..………….$   283.00 
   Catholic Relief Services………………..$   508.00 
    
         Thank you for your generous support of the  
Catholic Relief Services Collection and for helping  
Jesus in disguise.  Your contributions make a differ- 
ence for the poor and marginalized around the world.  
  If you missed the collection you can still give by go 
ing to www.usccb.org/nationalcollections for more  
information on how to give.  
                      
 Please continue to mail in your donations,  
 donate online or drop off at the office. You can also  

drop your donation in the baskets in church. 
Thank  you for your  continued support. 

MONDAY, March 22 
4:15 p.m.   Walking Group 
6:30 p.m.  Eucharistic Exposition w/ Confessions (+) 
 

TUESDAY, March 23 
4:15 p.m.   Walking Group 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 24  
5:00 p.m.   G.A. (+) 
6:00 p.m.   RCIA (J) 
 

THURSDAY, March 25 
4:15 p.m. Walking Group 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary (+) 
  

FRIDAY, March 26 
7:00 p.m.  Mary’s Way of the Cross (+) 
 

SATURDAY, March 27 
12:00 p.m.  RCIA 
4:00 p.m.   Mass 
 

SUNDAY, March 28 Palm Sunday 
9:00  a.m.   Mass (+) 
10:45 a.m.   Mass (+) 
12:30—2:00 Distribution of Palms (outside) 

 

March 14, 2021 

 

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER 
  
 Letters have now been 
mailed.  You should receive a 
letter and calendar for the 
month of April with prizes listed 
for each day of the month.  We 
are asking you to buy and or sell 
these calendars for the cost of 
$25.00 each.  Each day of the 
month has a designated prize assigned to it and 
each day a name will be drawn and the winner will 
be notified.  Once your name gets picked, it will go 
back into the drawing for additional chances to win 
again!  For $25.00 you will get 30 chances to win a 
daily prize worth a  $50.00 value, with some days 
being more! 
 Please call Angie & Bill Noyes at (216) 912-
8679 for any questions. 

The Ladies of the St. Monica Guild will be conducting our 

annual Bakeless Bake Sale again this year.  Anyone is 

invited to participate in this fundraiser. You don’t have to 
be a Guild member to participate.  It is a small way we can 
still try to raise much needed funds to help support St. 
Monica Church. We are not able to pass out the usual en-
velopes for you to use this year, but we are hoping you will 
participate by just placing anything you would like to do-
nate in an envelope marked “LADIES GUILD BAKELESS 
BAKE SALE” and turn it in through the Church collection 
basket, drop it off at the Parish Office, or even mailed it to 
the Parish Office if you are so inclined. We will be collect-
ing donations from now through March.  We will accept 
cash or checks made out to “St. Monica Guild.”  Thank you 
in advance for your help. 

 

 

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question 

What are the three Sacraments of Christian Initiation in 
the Catholic Church  
 
Answer: 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion. 
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Lenten Rice Bowls 
 
Due to Covid-19        
restrictions, we will not 
be physically distrib-
uting Lenten Rice Bowls this year. HOWEVER if 
you wish to donate to this fund, please visit our par-
ish website http://saintmonicachurch.net and click 
on the Lenten Rice Bowl link or you may place 
your check or cash offering in an envelope marked 
"Rice Bowl" and it will be forwarded.  Thank you 
for your continued generosity. 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  
We Need Your Help! 

 

The Diocese of Cleveland was given a unique opportunity 
by way of a grant from the Catholic Leadership Institute 
to participate in a pilot program that will   result in a mul-
titude of benefits for the parishes of our diocese.   
 
The Catholic Leadership Institute provides bishops, 
priests, religious, deacons, and lay persons in the   Roman 
Catholic Church with world-class, pastoral leadership for-
mation and consulting services that strengthen their confi-
dence and competence in ministry, enabling them to artic-
ulate a vision for their local church, to call forth the gifts 
of those they lead, and to create more vibrant faith com-
munities rooted in Jesus Christ. 
 
How can you help?  
We are asking all of our parishioners to participate in a 
survey regarding the strengths and needs of our  par-
ish. This survey has several purposes. It will... 
    - Allow our parishioners to reflect upon their spiritual 
growth and discipleship; 
    -  Identify the ways in which the parish effectively sup-
ports that growth and look at 
 opportunities to support that growth more in the future; 
    -  Provide valuable input to help pastors and parish 
leaders make decisions and plan effectively; 
    -  Help pastors and parish leaders have a sense of where 
to focus their evangelization efforts. 
 

The deadline for completion is Monday, 
March 22nd. The survey should take you between 10-
15 minutes to complete. Please note that your responses 
are kept confidential. Your parish and Catholic Leader-
ship Institute will not have access to individual survey 
responses. 
 

A link to the survey site can be found on our parish web-
site http://saintmonicachurch.net and click on the Parish 
Survey Link. Those who do not have access to a computer 
can pick up a paper copy of the survey at the parish     
office.  Thank you again for your participation in this im-
portant initiative!                         
                                                              Fr. Thomas Haren 

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus  
Wednesday Night Dinners: March 31st 

Reservations by Sunday, March 28…  8PM   

Prepared by Maple Hts Custom Catering ---  
phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2 

Dinner Consists of: 
 Lasagna, Garlic Bread and Salad  

Adults:  $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00 
 EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY - 

TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup- NO BAKERY- 

 SERVING TIME 4-6  PM 
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130 

Please leave your complete name, phone number and 
number of dinners you will be picking up.  We will need 
your phone number in case we need to contact you due 
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day 
of.  Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone 
else is picking up - leave their name also. 

Good Friday 2021 
All three branches of All Saints 
Federal Credit Union will be 
closed on Friday, April 2, 2021, 

in observance of Good Friday.  All branches will be 
open normal hours (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) on Satur-
day, April 3, 2021. Please visit our website at 
www.allsaintsfcu.com for hours and branch loca-
tions, or call 216-524-0414, 216-587-0631, or 440-
888-3663. 

EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES 
 

You are encouraged to remem-
ber your deceased loved ones by 
using the Easter Flower  enve-
lope in your latest  envelope packet. At this time, we are 
still not be able to put up the Memorial Bulletin Boards 
in Church, but the names will be published in our Parish 
Bulletin as they were for Christmas. We ask that you 
please CLEARLY PRINT the names on the Flower enve-
lope. Turn your envelope in to the Parish Office or drop 
it in the collection basket as soon as possible so that the 
names can appear in our Parish bulletin during the    
Easter season. 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Tools & 
 Equipment for
 work & play

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

 216-475-8240
 www.abcrentalohio.com

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

The Village at Marymount
A continuing care retirement community

A faith-based environment for assisted
 living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term

 care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of

 the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!

216-332-1396
 The Village at Marymount
 5200 Marymount Village Drive
	 Garfield	Heights,	OH	44125
 www.villageatmarymount.org

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

Fortuna
funeral home

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1958

7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland

216-520-7335
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

 Find your loved
 ones using
 the CCA App!

 Annuity/IRA at 3% to MembersAnnuity/IRA at 3% to Members
  Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business) 
 Rates subject to change
 216-341-0444
 Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of  HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

DAVE THE PLUMBER
Plumbing Repair Specialist

Remodeling & Sewer Maintenance
216-870-1488

24 HOUR 
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

5778 Turney Road, Garfield HeightsGeorge’s
Heating & Air Conditioning
 sales - service - installation 
 air duct cleaning
 216-475-2144 or 330-468-9851

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

CCVVVV
FREE ESTIMATES  BONDED & INSURED

 VALLEY • VIEW
 C E M E N T

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING

Dan & Kathy, Parishioners
216-642-3277

Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello
attorney at law

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

440-221-0590
jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

In My Heart Forever

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards

www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic

1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222
www.VitoNero.com

$3,795 Complete Funeral
& $625 Direct Cremation

216-341-3413


