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MASSES: 7 days a week 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.   

and 10:45 a.m.  
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

 

The Parish Office is open  
8:00 am—5:00 pm. Mon., 

Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.    

 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal,   

Senior Parochial Vicar   
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon, 
Retired, in Residence 

Stan Drozell, Deacon 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Sister Helene Skrzyniarz  
SSJ-TOSF,  

Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 

 

Bob Soeder, Director of 
Liturgy and Music 

 

Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr 
 

Susan Shepka, Office Mgr  
 
 

Joseph Ungarsky 
Pastoral Council Chairman 

 

Bill Simon 
Finance Council Chairman 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike 
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 
 
BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents. 
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full 
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available 
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be 
arranged. 
 

MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for 
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the 
Parish Office to schedule preparation. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register. 
 
 

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8. 
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal 
 
 

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the 
homebound on a monthly basis.  If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to 
receive communion, call the Parish Office. 

Bulletin Announcements due to 
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net 

by NOON on Friday 

13623 Rockside Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 

 

Parish Office: 
(216) 662-8685 

Fax: (216) 662-1245 
website:  saintmonicachurch.net 

 

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center 

(216) 475-3633 
OCFCU (216) 663-6800 

December 26, 2021 
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Please keep in your prayers the following members of 
our Parish Community:   

 

Michael Walker, Marianne Toma, Denise Vlasek, 
Joann Reddinger, Gloria Unger, John Jacob, 
Anthony Lupica, Madison Jacob, Mike 
Wyrzykowski, Jan Angus, Larry Piechowiak, 
Toni Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan Kaczmar-
czyk, Carol & Gerald DeLooze,  Harrison Justin 
Shepherd.   

The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call 
the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be 
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer, please call  Lillian Neptune (216) 662-
5464. 

 
 

 

 
Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to 
the families and friends of:  Rev. Donald B. 
Cozzens, Joseph John Tanski, Daniel Korkowski 
who was recently buried.  May they, and all of our 
dearly departed, rest in peace. 

Pastoral Scene LITURGY  
SCHEDULE 

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.  

Sunday, December 26 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
9:00   Antonia & August Supan 
10:45  Clara Holderman  
    

Monday, December 27 
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:00  Living & deceased members of Terry & Vivian Budd 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:00   In thanksgiving Ray Hanzlick Family  

 

Wednesday, December 29 
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:00   Richard and Dolores Koziol 
 

Thursday, December 30 
Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:00  Thomas Dowd       

Friday, December 31  
Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:00   Priest Intention 
4:00   Marge Konkowski 
 

Saturday, January 1   
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord; Solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God 
9:00   Veronica & Thomas Kvosnok 
4:00   Frank & Henrietta Pellettiere 
 

Sunday, January 2 
Epiphany of the Lord 
9:00   George Kaczmarek 
10:45  People of the Parish 
11:45   Baptism  

          In the glow of the Birth of Christ, on the last Sunday 
of 2021, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Fami-
ly. This unique family in the history of salvation experienced 
many happenings. Their trials and struggles were truly felt 
by them. For this reason we can have hope in all the chal-
lenges which we face in life. 
 

 The New Year begins on Saturday with the Solem-
nity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. This is a 
holy day but not one of obligation. Mary not only gave life 
but she preserved life through her faith and trust in God 
through all that she would experience in the life, death and 
resurrection of her Son. This message of hope which be-
gins each New Year comes at the right time. This is espe-
cially true in this Year of 2022. The winter months of the 
Northern Hemisphere can oftentimes seem to close in upon 
us. This is especially true for those who may be confined to 
their homes or rooms.  With this in mind, I suggest that if 
you know such an individual, it would be good to call, write 
and even visit them. The Blessed Mary was moved to such 
a visit when she visited her older relative, Elizabeth, upon 
hearing of the upcoming birth of her child.  
 

 The thought of New Year resolutions come to 
mind. There are many thoughts of what to do, such as, cut-
ting down on food, stop smoking, less time on the computer 
and the list goes on. All these thoughts are good but more 
important is to think about a rhythm to our lives. As follow-
ers of Christ there needs to be time spend in daily prayer, 
particularly in the morning and at night. The reading of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and growing in our 
knowledge of the Faith is also helpful. The “let down” of the 
Christmas festivities can leave all of us a little empty.  
 

 A return to the basics, through seeking to reintro-
duce a daily rhythm to our lives can be helpful.  If you will, 
we need to listen to our bodies. Oftentimes the stress we 
may discover in life is caused by our own doing. It is true 
there are external sources of stress but more important is 
our need to look at what is in our control. Using the phrase: 
“if this was not in my life it would be different” or “that is not 
my fault” and other such phrases can blind us to opportuni-
ties for change. “Seek the Lord that he may be found” and 
doing so will help us to see happenings in his light! 
 

 As this year comes to an end, may we never loose 
the wonder of this Holy Season. May the New Year resolu-
tions we make contain a greater commitment to Jesus 
Christ and His Church always remembering our unique 
gifts are there to be used for the betterment of the world 
and its people.  
 

 Be well and be close to God in the New Year. 
 

                                                                     Fr. Ted Marszal        

The office will be closed 
until Tuesday, December 
28th for Christmas and 
close Friday, December 31st for New Years. 
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Religion Question of the Week 
Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem rather than in Nazareth?  
(Answer on page 4) 
 

Did You Know? 
Did you know that there are 96 Retired Priests living in the 
Diocese of Cleveland? 
 

One Liner 
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can all do small 
things with great love”. (St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta) 

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL 
 

    Our next Coffee & Donut Social 
will be in the new year, January 9th.   
Hosting will be our Ushers and Tri M mem-
bers. 

Join us every Thurs-
day at 6:00 pm in 

Church as we pray 
the Rosary.  All are invited.   

Celebrating Christmas Traditions 
Christmas in Italy 

 

One of the most important ways of celebrating Christmas 
in Italy is using a Nativity scene to help tell the Christmas 
story.  Most Italian families have a Nativity scene on dis-
play in their homes that have a prominent place during the 
Christmas season. 
 

For many Italian American families, a big Christmas Eve 
meal of different fish dishes is now a very popular tradi-
tion!  It's known as The Feast of the Seven Fishes ('Esta 
dei Sette Pesci' in Italian) and seems to have its root in 
southern Italy.  It was bought over to the USA by Italian 
immigrants in the 1800s and now seems more popular in 
American than it is in Italy!  Common types of fish eaten in 
the feast include Baccala (salted Cod), Clams, Calamari, 
Sardines and Eel.  There are many explanations for ‘why 
seven’ that are dependent upon the regions in Italy. 
 

The Christmas celebrations begin eight days before 
Christmas with special 'Novenas' or a series of prayers 
and church services.  Some families have a 'Ceppo' or 
Yule Log which is burnt throughout the Christmas season.  
In Italian Happy/Merry Christmas is 'Buon Natale', in Si-
cilian it's 'Bon Natali' and in Ladin, which is spoken in 
some parts of the northern Italian region of South Tyrol, 
it's 'Bon/Bun Nadèl'.  
 

The celebration of Epiphany is also important in Italy.  On 
Epiphany night, children believe that an old lady called 
'Befana' brings presents for them. The story about Befana 
bringing presents is very similar to the Russian story of 
Babushka.  Children hang their stockings up by the fire-
place for Befana to fill.  In parts of northern Italy, the 
Three Kings might bring you presents rather than Befana. 
On Christmas day 'Babbo Natale' (Santa Claus) might 
bring them some small gifts, but the main day for present 
giving is on Epiphany. 
 

                  Sr. Helene 

                     A New Wish For Christmas 
     The Christmas Season is one of the special times of the 
year for most Americans. It has been a time for families to get 
together and celebrate the Birth of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our world. As the effects of the pandemic begin to wane, 
it is time again to come together as a nation to celebrate this 
wonderful event. 
      Although we don’t know for sure the actual date of Jesus’ 
birth, the Western Churches celebrate His birthday on De-
cember 25th each year, while the Eastern Churches celebrate 
this event on January 7th. No matter which date we use, what 
is most important is that we are celebrating one of the most 
important days in history, the day that God the Son entered 
our world with a human nature. 
     This year, especially, it is important that we all celebrate 
Christmas. With the recent division we have been experienc-
ing, this is one event that can reconnect us together as a na-
tion again. The joy we experience at the birth of a child is a 
wonderful event for our immediate families; but the joy we 
experience at the Birth of Jesus is a wonderful event for all of 
our families. Most of us have customs as to how we celebrate 
this day. Many begin by attending Church the evening before, 
or on the actual day of Christmas. There is usually a family 
meal with our relatives. Then there is the sharing of presents 
with each other. It is a wonderful day to celebrate with our 
families. 
     One new wish that I have for Christmas is that we make a 
special effort to include God in our celebration. The original 
cause of this day was God’s gift to the world – His only begot-
ten Son. God wanted to share Jesus with us. Our job is to 
share Jesus with our families and friends. This can be done 
by making sure that we attend our Church services, and that 
we say a prayer before we eat our Christmas dinners. If we 
keep Jesus as the center of this day, it will truly be the way 
that God intended when the Angels announced the birth of 
the Savior of the World.  
     God bless all of you this Christmas as we come together 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
                                                            Fr. Thomas Haren                                                    

 
 
 
 

The next Baptism class will be held on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022, at 6:30 pm in the Parish Of-
fice.  If you would like to have your child Baptized, 
please call Parish Office to register: 216-662-8685  

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY! 
 

Help us build a Culture of Life while you save 50% 
on Restaurants (fast food to fancy), Westside 
Market, Leisure time activities, Golf, retail stores, 
and much, much more!  The Our Town & All-
Around book is $28. There's something for every-
one in this book!  Call Regina at 216-581-
4122. Delivery is free!  
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Sunday Offertory………………………………..$ 5,487.00 
St. Monica Fund…………………………………$    591.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes………………………$ 1,148.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious ……………$ 1,415.00 
 

Due to early bulletin deadlines, December 19th will  
be published as early as possible. 

 

Please continue to mail in your donations,  
 donate online or drop off at the office. You can  

also  drop your donation in the baskets in church.   
Thank  you for your  continued support. 

MONDAY, December 27 
 

4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
4:15 p.m.   Walking Group (J) 
7:00 p.m.  Holy Name Board Mtg (F) 
 

TUESDAY, December 28 
4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 29 
 

4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
7:00 p.m.   G.A. Mtg. (+) 
 

THURSDAY, December 30 
4:00 p.m.   Athletic Practice (g) 
  

FRIDAY, December 31 
 

Office Closed  
4:00 p.m.  Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 

SATURDAY, January 1 
 

Office Closed 
9:00 a.m.  Mass—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass 
4:00 p.m.  Mass—Epiphany of the Lord Vigil Mass 
 

SUNDAY, January 2 
9:00 a.m.  Mass 
10:45 a.m. Mass 
7:00 p.m.   A.A. (AR) 

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question 
Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem instead of Nazareth?    
 

Answer 
Because Caesar Augustus was demanding a Census of all 
of his subjects, and this was the place of origin for Jesus’ 
family. 

Sandwich Saturday  
     
Join us for our next Sandwich  Satur-
day on January 8th, beginning at 
9:00 am in the lower level of the 
Parish Office.  At this time, Jelly and round plastic 
tablecloths are still needed.  Any questions, call 
the Parish Office, 216-662-8685. We have just 
completed our 6th year! This has been possible 
through all the generous donations and help from 
all who have participated in some way. Thank you! 

December 12, 2021 

Parish Office Hours 
 

 The Parish Office is now 
open until 5:00 pm on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday.  At this 
time, the office will still close at Noon on 
Wednesday and  Friday.                     

The Synod Listening Process 
 

The Synod is an opportuni-
ty for people to reflect on 
faith as part of their life and 
truly think about its im-
portance.  The objective of 
the Synod is to ‘resurrect’ 
the spirit of the Early 
Church in the living of their 
faith in discussions that will 
begin in January.  The Syn-
od Listening Process is go-
ing on throughout the world-wide Church and 
what we discuss during the Synod Process will be 
recorded and sent to Rome. 
 

This Synod process is an opportunity to take peo-
ple out of the “News of the Church” and bring 
them into the “Mission of the Church” by dis-
cussing strategies to encounter our LORD in 
Word, Sacrament, and the Community of the 
Faithful. 
 

Listening sessions will begin in January and be 

facilitated by Sister Helene.  Stay ‘tuned’ for 

dates! 

              Feast of Mary the Mother of God 
January 1st is the Feast of Mary the Mother of God. There 
are several Masses scheduled for this Feast Day. Because 
this Day falls on a Saturday, there is no obligation to 
attend Mass for this Holy Day. 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Tools & 
 Equipment for
 work & play

5204 Warrensville Center Rd., Maple Hts.

 216-475-8240
 www.abcrentalohio.com

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

The Village at Marymount
A continuing care retirement community

A faith-based environment for assisted
 living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term

 care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of

 the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!

216-332-1396
 The Village at Marymount
 5200 Marymount Village Drive
	 Garfield	Heights,	OH	44125
 www.villageatmarymount.org

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

 Annuity/IRA at 3% to MembersAnnuity/IRA at 3% to Members
  Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business) 
 Rates subject to change
 216-341-0444
 Email: insurance@czechccu.org • http: www.czechccu.org

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of  HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights

216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

Melling, Harding, & Montello

John J. Montello
attorney at law

303 Columbus Rd., Bedford

440-221-0590
jmontello@bedfordlawyers.com

The Memorialization your Pet Deserves
The Closure You Need

6160 Halley Dr
Valley View

216.524.8860

In My Heart Forever

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards

www.allsaintsfcu.com
Bill Simon-Parishioner

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic

1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

6130 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125 • 216-663-9222
www.VitoNero.com

$3,795 Complete Funeral
& $625 Direct Cremation

216-341-3413

WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!

With a challenging, college-prep curriculum, 
Pre-Professional Internship opportunities, 

a vibrant faith community, and championship 
athletics, it’s no wonder families from schools and 

parishes across Northeast Ohio choose 
Trinity High School!

Schedule a Visit Today! 
Experience first-hand all Trinity has to offer by visiting us 
during a regular school day! We’ll pair you with a Trinity 
student who will guide you through a typical day on our 

campus. For more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit or call 216-581-1061.

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization


