
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 44125 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

Website: saintmonicachurch.net 

ST. MONICA 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

JAN 

14 
2024 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Monday - Friday  |  8:00am 

Confession 
Saturday  |  3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  |  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday  |   8:00 am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |   Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. John J. Mullee, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal 
Retired, in Residence 
Stan Drozell, Deacon 

Pastoral Staff 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz SSJ-TOSF 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Molly Grunau,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Diane O’Neill, Business Manager 
Susan Shepka, Office Manager 
Joseph Ungarsky,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Bill Simon, Finance Council Chairman 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net 
by NOON on Friday the week before 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 

Welcome! 
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Pastoral Scene 

Why Forgive?  It’s Good for Your Health 
 

    Although I have always believed that it is 
important to forgive others, even if it is 70 
times x 70, I never thought of forgiveness as 
a way to improve my health.  After all, who 
hasn’t been hurt by the words or actions of 
another?  Being hurt can cause us to feel an-
gry, become anxious and depressed, with-
draw from others, and become so wrapped 
up in the wrong we are suffering that it seems 
impossible to enjoy the present.  Holding a 
grudge often brings anger and bitterness into 
our relationships and new experiences. 

   Dr. Loren Toussaint, Ph.D., a professor of psychology at Luter College in Decorah, Iowa authored a 
study of ‘unforgiveness’, and here is what he found.  Subjects who chose to continue holding a grudge 
had heightened levels of cortisol (the stress hormone) which lead to a number of mental and physical 
health problems.  They also were more depressed, had elevated blood pressure readings, a weaker im-
mune system, and low esteem.  The individual who chooses not to forgive may be the one who pays 
most dearly for holding a grudge. 
   Forgiveness means different things to different people.  However, it generally involves a decision to let 
go of the resentment and hurt inflicted.  Forgiveness does not mean forgetting or excusing the actions of 
the person (or persons) who caused the hurt, but forgiveness provides peace of mind and a way to im-
proved health! 
   Although forgiveness does not guarantee reconciliation, re-establishment of the broken relationship, or 
a change in the other person’s behavior, it takes away the power that the other person may wield in your 
life.  One does not have to be ‘present’ to the other person to forgive.  As I have scrolled through the inci-
dents of my life, I have forgiven many by just telling God that I forgive them and asking that God bless 
them.  If you have ever held an object so tightly that your hand cramped and locked, forgiving another is 
akin to opening your hand to relax the muscles that cramped and remove the object you held. 
   Forgiving someone does not necessarily mean you have to reconcile with them or continue a relation-
ship with them.  “Forgiveness is experienced inside one’s skin,” writes Toussaint.  “It is the cleansing of 
your sense of resentment and allowing you to heal.”   
As I close this Pastoral Scene, I cannot help but be reminded of the many times Jesus healed others 
physically, with the opening statement, “Your sins are forgiven.”  Is it any wonder that medicine today 
sees the value of forgiveness in our lives?  We feel its effects in Confession no matter how long we have 
been away from the healing touch of Jesus’s words and His blessing through the hands of the priest.   
So, go and be healed! 

Forgiving others, and also myself, 
Sister Helene  

 

Please continue to mail in your donations, donate 
online or drop off at  the office.  You can also drop 

your donation in the baskets in church. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Please  note our average weekly expenses are $13,546.00 

STEWARDSHIP FOR JANUARY 7,2024 
Sunday Offering ……………..$  6,581.24 
St. Monica Fund……………...$  1,111.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes…….$     388.00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  

“Being a Beacon of Hope” 

Thank you for your generous support of our  
“Being a Beacon of Hope” Program!   

Several weeks ago, we began this important  
parish-wide program and we are starting to see signs 
that our offertory collections are growing through the 

generosity of YOU, our faithful parish community.   
In the near future we will be publishing in the bulletin  
a report with important highlights from our program.   

Thank you so very much to all who participated.  
 Your generosity shows your willingness as faithful stew-

ards to be a part of the ongoing missions of  
St. Monica Church.   

For those who have not turned in their commitment card 
please do so by January 15th. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, January 14 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am  Marie & Joseph Ungarsky  
                 & Francis & Paul Svoboda 
10:45am  Living & deceased of  
                               Andy Fargo Family 
Monday, January 15 
Weekday 
8:00am  Lula Belle Williams 
8:30am Exposition following mass 
Tuesday, January 16 
Weekday  
8:00am   Father Joseph Piskura 
Wednesday, January 17 
St Anthony, Abbot 
8:00am  Robert & Olga  Mohorcic 

 
Thursday, January 18 
Weekday 
8:00am  Living & deceased of the 
                 Hollkamp Family 

Friday, January 19 
Weekday 
8:00am Robert Marszal 
Saturday, January 20 
Weekday 
4:00pm  Richard Krawczyk 
Sunday,  January 21 
3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
9:00am  People of the Parish 
10:45am  Ernest Malicki 

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
 

Marianne Toma, Sally Weiskopf,  
Jerry Perchinske, Madeleine Iglodi,  

Dolores Kocik,  Joan Fischer,  
Wally Voyten,  

Joanne Reddinger 

 

Please call the parish office if you would like to 
add a name to this list.  

If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer,  

please call Lillian Naptune  
(216)662-5464 

 

Our sincere sympathy  
and prayers are extended  

for the family and friends of:  
 

Joan Marotta,  
Dorothy Rasnack and  

William L. Sobonya, Jr. 
 

 Who were recently buried.  
 May they and all of our  

dearly departed rest in peace 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

 

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   

Mon: Christopher Yankay 
 

Tues: John Paul Antalek:   

 

Wednesday: Dylan Ennis 
 

Thursday: Tate Johnson 
 

Friday: Dominic Kucera 
 

Saturday: Daniel Liberatore 
 

Sunday: Pray for Bishop 
Woost       

P R A Y E R   

Monday, January 15th 

 

There will be a Divine Mercy Holy Hour  
This Sunday January 14th at 

 2:30 PM in St. Monica Church  
with Eucharistic Adoration, the Chaplet of  

Divine Mercy, and Benediction.  
All are welcome!   

 

Pray for 
 All Public  
Officials 
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T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  January 15 
4:00pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:00pm  Walking Class (J) 
Tuesday, January 16 
4:00pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
6:30pm   St Vincent de Paul  
                                         Meeting (F) 
Wednesday , January 17 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
6:30pm  G.A. Meeting (+)  
Thursday,   January 18 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:00pm Walking Class (J) 
6:30pm Guild Meeting (c) 
Friday,  January 19 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
Sunday,  January 21 
7:30pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

Guild Meeting 
The January meeting will be  

Thursday, January 18 
At 6:30 pm 

In the school cafeteria. 
All are Welcome 

Parish Office 
Closed 

The Parish will 
be closed  
Monday  

January 15th  
in honor of Martin Luther 

Join us every Thursday at 6:00 pm 
in Church as we pray the Rosary.  

 All are invited.   

 

Prayer to St. Michael 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 

Defend us in battle; 

Be our protection against the  
wickedness 

and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; 

And do thou, O Prince of 

the heavenly host, 

By the power of God, 

thrust into hell 

Satan and all evil spirits 

who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

My Daily Prayer 
Do you like to  begin your day with prayer? 

Do you need some prayer time  
during your lunch hour? 

Do you like to end your day with prayer?  
The Diocese of Cleveland is pleased to offer 

daily audio prayers delivered  
to you via email every morning.   

The prayers are led by a variety of clergy  
fromthe diocese and provide a simple  

way to create and sustain a  
prayerful relationship with God.   

Sign up at  
dioceseofcleveland.org/mydailyprayers  

$1,000 Holy Name Monthly  
Raffle Winners - December 

 
 

$500.00   Ray Golembczyk 
        Ticket #0671 
                Seller: Barb Bykiewicz 
        Captain: Will Skladany 
                 

 $500.00  Martha Majoros 
        Ticket #0959 
                Seller: Rick Stoltz 
                Captain: Jim Joyce 
       

               1813 tickets were sold 
 

Tickets for the January drawing can be  
purchased from any Holy Name member  

Or in the parish office.   
The next drawing will be Sunday,  

January 28th  
after the 10:45 Mass in the Church.   

All proceeds are used for  
parish maintenance  

A Unique Program to Strengthen and Heal Your Marriage – Beginning January 26, 2024 
 

The Retrouvaille program is designed to help married couples develop improved ways  
of communicating and relating to each other in order to overcome challenges which  

have leȅ them feeling frustrated, hurt, distant, or even hopeless.   
Retrouvaille, which means rediscovery, is supported by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland,  

and is open to couples of all faiths.  
This program consists of a weekend experience and six follow up sessions.  

For more information concerning the program, or to register,  
visit www.helpourmarriage.org or call Shelly or Rob at 216.509.0301 or 440.836.4810.   

 

Greece: Travel in the Footsteps of St. Paul 
11 Days 

Thessolonlki * Phillippi * Kavola  
Kakambaka * Meteora * Delphi * Corinth * Athend 

Pirarus * Mykanos * Kusadasi (Turkey) 
Ephesus (turkey) * Patmos * Santorini 

Travel with  
Father john Mulee 
June 15—25, 2024 

For more information visit  
www.proximotravel.com 

Or call 440-457-7033 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Our Town & All-Around Coupon Book fundraiser    

St. Monica Respect for Life Ministry is again selling the  

"Our Town and All-Around" coupons books for $28.00.  

Enjoy life and help support women in need at the same time!   

You will be saving $$ even if you use only a fraction 

 of the hundreds of local and national discount offers  

(offers valid now through Dec. 1, 2024). 

 The FREE "SaveAround" Mobile App includes additional offers you can 

 use across the U.S. and Canada! Makes a great gift.  

Order online at: www.SAPayNow.com/242012 

 or phone/leave a voicemail for Regina at 216-581-4122. Free delivery! 

 

SACREMENT INFORMATION 
 
BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents. Please 
call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class. 
 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): Adults and school-age children seeking full 
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
can make an appointment to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office. 
 
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available on 
Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be arranged. 
 
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for marriage. Call 
the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student wanting Confirmation, please call the Parish 
Office. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register. 
 
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8. School hrs.: 
8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal 
 
EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the homebound on 
a monthly basis.  If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to receive communion, 
call the Parish Office. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  
Entrance Chant       818   Here I Am, Lord 
 
First Reading       1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 
 

Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was.  The LORD called to Samuel, who 
answered, "Here I am."  Samuel ran to Eli and said, "Here I am. You called me."  "I did not call you, " Eli said. 
"Go back to sleep."  So he went back to sleep.  Again the LORD called Samuel, who rose and went to Eli.  "Here 
I am, " he said. "You called me."  But Eli answered, "I did not call you, my son. Go back to sleep." 
 

At that time Samuel was not familiar with the LORD, because the LORD had not revealed anything to him as 
yet.  The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time.  Getting up and going to Eli, he said, "Here I am. You 
called me."  Then Eli understood that the LORD was calling the youth.  So he said to Samuel, "Go to sleep, and if 
you are called, reply, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening."  When Samuel went to sleep in his place, the 
LORD came and revealed his presence, calling out as before, "Samuel, Samuel!"  Samuel answered, "Speak, for 
your servant is listening." 
 

Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not permitting any word of his to be without effect. 
 

The Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10 
 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

I have waited, waited for the LORD, 
and he stooped toward me and heard my cry. 
And he put a new song into my mouth, 
a hymn to our God. 
 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

Sacrifice or offering you wished not, 
but ears open to obedience you gave me. 
Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not; 
then said I, "Behold I come." 
 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me, 
to do your will, O my God, is my delight, 
and your law is within my heart!" 
 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

I announced your justice in the vast assembly; 
I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know. 
 

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
Second Reading       1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
 
Brothers and sisters: The body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body; God raised 
the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 
 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one Spirit 
with him.  Avoid immorality.  Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the immoral person sins 
against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been purchased at a price.  Therefore glorify God in 
your body. 
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Gospel       John 1:35-42 
 
John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, "Behold, the Lamb of 
God."  The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus.  Jesus turned and saw them following him and 
said to them, "What are you looking for?"  They said to him, "Rabbi" — which translated means Teacher —, 
"where are you staying?"  He said to them, "Come, and you will see."  So they went and saw where Jesus was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day.  It was about four in the afternoon.  Andrew, the brother of Simon Pe-
ter, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus.  He first found his own brother Simon and told him, 
"We have found the Messiah" — which is translated Christ —.  Then he brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at 
him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas" — which is translated Peter. 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

 
Offertory Chant       600   Abba, Father 
 
Communion Chant       785   Behold the Lamb (Willett) 
 
The Concluding Rites       566   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 1 year 4.25% offered through 5/1/24

 2 year 3.5%  • 5 year 4%
Please contact our office for more information. Rates Subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

 5829 Turney Rd Info@WeldonPC.com
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Open 12PM-8PM Weekdays

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
(216) 475-6000

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098


