
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, educational 
and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 44125 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

Website: saintmonicachurch.net 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2024  

W E L C O M E

Weekly Art 
Work/Picture 

 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Mon - Fri  |  8:00am 
         No Mass on Thursday 

Confession 
Saturday | 3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Thurs  |  8:00am - 5:00pm 
Friday  |  8:00am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |  Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Pastor  |  Rev. John J. Mullee 
Retired, In Residence 
Rev. Theodore Marszal  
Deacon  |  Stan Drozell 

Pastoral Staff 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz, SSJ-TOSF 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Director of Liturgy & Music  | Molly Grunau 
Business Manager  |  Claudio Zanin 
Office Manager  |  Susan Shepka 
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Joseph Ungarsky 
Finance Council Chairman | Bill Simon 
Webmaster  |  Bob Soeder 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net  
by NOON on Friday the week before. 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 
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This Week’s Highlight Pastoral Scene 

Sheep or Goat? 
 

    I often get asked “Will this (and it is spelled 
out) get me to heaven?  Even though what I am 
told the person has done to serve God well, I 
still refer them to the Gospel’s delineation of 
‘the key to heaven.’  Mathew 25 is, in my opin-
ion, one of the best but most frightening state-
ments on how we can get to heaven.  It is that 
section where Jesus pronounces the final judge-
ments on souls he calls ‘the sheep and the goats” 
based on how they treated others.  “Whatever 
you did to the least of my brothers, you did it 
to me.” Yes, this is the statement that always 

makes me stop and think before I act, and sometimes places me in the confession line on a Saturday afternoon. 
    The power of that statement converted a man who had been a hardcore atheist most of his life.  While in his 
car, Sal prayed for the first time in his life, asking God that if he really existed would God intervene on behalf of 
his baby daughter.  He did not specify the ‘what’, but just some sign of hope.   
    As he pulled into his parking place at the radio station, Sal saw a homeless man and he called to him, saying,” 
Have a nice day.”  Sal walked over to the far end of the parking lot where the man had made a small fire, and 
asked the homeless man if he would pray for his daughter who would be going to the doctor later that day for 
tests. 
    The homeless man asked him, “Is there a problem with her spine?”  That comment hit DiStefano like a brick.  
Then the homeless man said, “Yes, I’ll pray for her.”  As DiStefano walked away, he asked the homeless man if 
there was anything he could do for him.  The homeless man said, “You have done more for me by talking to me 
than society has done for me for a long time.” 
    As DiStefano walked into his studio, he suddenly remembered that the previous day when he opened a bible 
for the first time and stated to read it, the verse he found had Jesus saying, “Whatever you do to the least of my 
brothers, you are doing it to me” He believed that the beggar was indeed Jesus.  Later that afternoon when the 
DiStefanos took their daughter to the doctor, the doctor concluded that she was fine, her spine was strong, so 
there was no reason for an MRI.  After being a hardcore atheist for most of his life DiStefano became a 
Christian that very day. 
   I share this true story with you because even God-fearing people such as us, sometimes forget that those we 
work with, and those with whom we share activities are our brothers and sisters – for example the folks who 
worked during the Saint Monica Feast.  They are the ones in whom we should see Jesus and those we should con-
sider as brothers and sisters.   God will judge us as we treated them.   
   Dear reader, please know that I pray for all of you, whether I know you or not.  And consider:  will you be a 
sheep or a goat?  What you do each day determines where you will stand, and why! 
 

Working hard to be a sheep!!!   Sister Helene 

 

STEWARDSHIP FOR SEPT 8, 2024 
Sunday Offering ……………..$             5529.18 
St. Monica Fund……………...$               784.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes…….$                   30.00 

STEWARDSHIP FOR SEPT 1, 2024 
Sunday Offering ……………..$            5,229.50 
St. Monica Fund……………...$                663.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes….….$                   98.00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  

Weekend Healing Retreat for Women 
Women suffering aȅer an  
abortion are invited to a  

confidential, private healing retreat at Loyola Retreat 
House, just north of Canton.   

October 25—27, 2024.   
Encounter the mercy of the Lord in a safe, peaceful place 

through the sacraments, prayer, and scripture.  
 For more information, contact The Community of Jesus, 

the Living Mercy at 1-800-482-4100 or at 
reachout@bethesdahouseofmercy.org  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, September 15 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am Ted & Ann Marszal 
10:45am  Joseph & Margaret Dubas 
Monday, September 16 
Sts Cornelius, Pope & Cyprian, 
Bishop 
8:00am Karen Guzy  
8:30am Exposition following mass 
Tuesday, September 17 
Weekday  
8:00am Helen & Chester Basiewicz 
Wednesday, September 18 
Weekday  
8:00am  All Souls 

Thursday, September 19 
Weekday 
Priest Intention 

Friday, September 20 
Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest 
& Paul Chong Ha-Sang & 
Companions, Martyrs 
8:00am Helen & Ted Golubski 
Saturday, September 21 
St Matthew, Apostle & 
Evangelist 
4:00pm  Mary Yaro—100th Birthday 
Sunday, September 22 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am Winnie & Peter & Tammy  
                                     Walchanowicz 
10:45am  William Winslow & Mary  
                                     Bollinger 

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
 

Ron Brzoska, Lisa Bielawski, Williams Family, Madeleine Iglodi, 
Vivian Budd, Dorothy Hanzlick, Szentendrey Family, Johnson 
Family, Davis Family, Beck Family, Doreen Nottingham, Clara 
Sabo, Carol K, Barb Govang, Cyn Stelmak, Dianna Paluscsak,  
Larry Govang, Morgan Doerner, Dawn Varrati, Marianne Toma, 
 Andrew P’s Family, Cindy Sobelewski, Danny Weiskopf, Sally 

Weiskopf, Geo, Ray Stachowiak, Joanne Reddinger 

 

Please call the parish office if you  

would like to add a  

name to the prayer list.  

216-662-8685 
 

Our sincere sympathy  
and prayers are extended  

for the family and friends of:  
Patricia Lasik 

 Who was recently buried.  
 May she and all of our dearly  

departed rest in peace. 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   

Monday: Steve Zabiegien 

Tuesday: Sean Homcy 

Wednesday: Alexander 
Krukemeyer 

Thurs: Daniel LaPolla 

Friday: Billy Reed 

Sat: Joseph Rohan 

Sunday: Pray for  
Bishop Amos 

P R A Y E R   
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T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  September 16 
3:00pm  Athletic Practice (bf, & g) 
4:15pm  Walking Class (J) 
Tuesday, September 17 
3:00pm  Athletic Practice (bf, & g) 
Wednesday , September 18 
3:00pm  Athletic Practice (bf, & g) 
6:30pm  G.A. Meeting (p)  
Thursday,   September 19 
3:00pm  Athletic Practice (bf, & g) 
4:15pm Walking Class (J) 
6:30pm Guild Meeting (c) 
Friday,  September 20 
3:00pm  Athletic Practice (bf, & g) 
Saturday, September 21 
2:15 OCIA (F) 
Sunday,  September 22 
7:30pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

III   Phillip Zak and 
Elizabeth Naylor 

September 21 

September 16 September 16 September 19 

September 20 

September 17 

Holy Cross Cemetery, Cleveland  
Pre-Planning Seminar  

 

The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend a  
1-hour pre-planning seminar on  

Wednesday, September 18th, 2024, at 5:30p.m.   
Please join us to learn more about the steps of burial pre-planning,  

the types of burial, and the Rite of Christian Burial.  
The event will be held at the Holy Cross Cemetery Office.   
Please RSVP to the cemetery office (216) 641-7575 ext. 3  

or to Brian Strauchon at bstrauchon@clecem.org.  
Visit clecem.org for more information.  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Annual Blanket Sunday Appeal 
The 38th Annual Blanket Sunday in-parish appeal kicks off the weekend of  

October 12-13, 2024. 
 

Last year, funds from the appeal were used to purchase nearly 5,000 new winter blankets, in addition to  
winter hats, gloves and other necessities that were provided to unhoused neighbors. The need is great 

throughout Northeast Ohio and donations can be made securely online: svdpcle.org 
Checks may also be mailed to:  

 St. Vincent de Paul Society Blanket Sunday, 1404 East 9th Street-3rd Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114.  
Thank you for helping us “blanket” neighbors in warmth and compassion! 

The Mission Series & Study 
We are living in a post-Christendom culture. To maintain Catholic identity in the face of intense 

cultural pressure, a new strategy is needed in all areas of life. 
 

How are we to respond? 
 

Join Theology of the Body Cleveland and the Diocesan OƆce for Marriage & Family Ministry this 
fall for The Mission Series & Study. During this 4-Week series beginning the week of September 
30th, the book From Christendom to Apostolic Mission will be our guide as we work to understand 
the age we have been given and allow the Holy Spirit to transform our vision of what it means to 

be a Catholic in a culture opposed to Christian values. 

7 Diƅerent Locations & Times across the diocese available.  
Go to tobcle.org/the-mission for details and registration.  

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

St John Lutheran Church,  
11333 Granger Road, Garfield Heights  
is celebrating the 170th Anniversary of  
sharing the Gospel in this community.   

Founded by German immigrants who loved the Lord and 
knew the importance of worship, education and  

community, those same goals  
are what drives St John today.   

The Celebration Worship Service is at 
 9 a.m. on Sunday, October 13.   

There is a brunch following the worship service.  
 The tickets for the brunch are $25.   

Please contact the church office for more information  
216-587-4222 or sjlutheran@att.net 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  
Entrance Chant       501   Take Up Your Cross (ERHALT UNS, HERR) 
 
First Reading       Isaiah 50:4c-9a 
 

The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may hear; 
and I have not rebelled, 
have not turned back. 
I gave my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; 
my face I did not shield 
from buffets and spitting. 
 

The Lord GOD is my help, 
therefore I am not disgraced; 
I have set my face like flint, 
knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
He is near who upholds my right; 
if anyone wishes to oppose me, 
let us appear together. 
Who disputes my right? 
Let that man confront me. 
See, the Lord GOD is my help; 
who will prove me wrong? 
 

The Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9 
 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

I love the LORD because he has heard 
my voice in supplication, 
because he has inclined his ear to me 
the day I called. 
 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

The cords of death encompassed me; 
the snares of the netherworld seized upon me; 
I fell into distress and sorrow, 
and I called upon the name of the LORD, 
"O LORD, save my life!" 
 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

Gracious is the LORD and just; 
yes, our God is merciful. 
The LORD keeps the little ones; 
I was brought low, and he saved me. 
 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

For he has freed my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
I shall walk before the Lord 
in the land of the living. 
 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  
Second Reading       James 2:14-18 
 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  Can that 
faith save him?  If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says 
to them, "Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well, "but you do not give them the necessities of the body, 
what good is it?  So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
 

Indeed someone might say, "You have faith and I have works."  Demonstrate your faith to me without 
works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works. 
 
Gospel       Mark 8:27-35 
 

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  Along the way he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say that I am?"  They said in reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the 
prophets."  And he asked them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Peter said to him in reply, "You are the 
Christ."  Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
 

He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days.  He spoke this openly.  Then Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him.  At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter 
and said, "Get behind me, Satan.  You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do." 
 

He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, "Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it." 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Offertory Chant       702   Prayer of St. Francis 
 

Communion Chant       665   Center of My Life 
 

The Concluding Rites       703   Let There Be Peace on Earth 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 2 year 4% • 5 year 4.25%
Please contact our office for more information

Rates effective 4/1/24 and subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542

Bring Christ with you in the car!

105.9 FM



www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Proud Supporter
of St. Monica

CALL US  330-405-7979
www.turfscapeohio.com
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