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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY May 2020 

This monthly newsletter was published on April 24. Due to the national and world 
health event, announcements and events may be out of date and/or postponed. 
Please check the website for up-to-date information: stpaulnky.org.  

St. Paul School 
St. Paul students and faculty are          

continuing to work hard and will finish out 

the school year through distance               

learning. With the help of technology,  

students have still expressed their           

Panther Pride through a virtual spirit 

week. In appreciation for teachers and 

staff, PTO, in conjunction with students & 

families, also created a video as a gift to 

tell them they are missed during this time 

apart. Thank you, students and PTO!  
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Here, we are continuing lockdown. I still am reminded of the historical fact that the Spanish Flu of 1918 was ten times 
worse than COVID-19 at this point. This is scary enough! I cannot imagine what it was like in 1918. In 1918,                  
communications were not as sophisticated as they are now. I recently read an article about a woman who survived 
the 1918 Spanish Flu but died from COVID-19. I hope all of you are doing what is needed to stay safe. Why? Because I 
hold each and every one of you dear. There are so many of you that the only way I can reach out to all of you is 
through The Link. Although, I am going to try to add a column to the weekly bulletin on our website. 
 

So what are you doing during this lockdown? I think it has been a time for more family time. I have received emails 
from some of you saying that there have been more frequent meals together and family game nights. I have also 
heard that walks through the neighborhood have allowed neighbors to see each other, at appropriate social                   
distancing. However, the sight has included families playing together. I’m reminded of something Saint Mother Teresa 
said: “If you want to change the world, go home and love your family.” So, please love your family. 
 

Speaking of family, remember we are all part of the St. Paul Parish family. Know that Fr. Knight, Fr. Gamm and I are 
praying for you every day. Masses are still being offered privately. Confessions are available by arrangement with the 
priest you would like to hear your confession. The anointing of the sick is also available in an emergency. For the 
Anointing of the Sick, just contact the priest of preference directly. 
 

Speaking of Mass, I’m going to try to video Sunday Mass and perhaps weekday Mass. These will become available on 
our website (https://stpaulnky.org/). Please check out our website at least on a weekly basis. For those of you who 
have a smartphone, a parish app is now available. See information about that on page 3 and in the bulletin posted 
online on Thursday each week. 
 

I would love to here how you are making it through these days, Please email me at mbarth@stpaulnky.org. You can 
also text me at 859-334-2079. You can leave me a voicemail at the number as well but the parish number is best for 
that 859-371-8051, selection #3, of course. 
 

As for me, I’m staying very busy doing a bunch of administrative work, praying, celebrating Mass, doing budget          
planning for next year, and cooking. Since I was in Engineering College, I have taken time to cook as a way to step 
back and relax. I have gained back about 4 pounds of the twenty I had lost. I’m starting to be careful about that. LOL. 
If you have any good quick recipes, email me. 
 

Speaking of budget, I just want to thank all of those who have been remembering the Parish in this time. Thank you 
for the donations via online giving, mail and hand delivery. The funds are greatly appreciated and, obviously, needed. 
Our comptroller/business manager, Judine Hooker, and I are in awe and deeply moved by your commitment. Thank 
you again. 
 

God bless. Be assured of my thoughts and prayers. Don’t forget we are in this together. Absolutely don’t forget that 
God will see us through. Please pray for us here in the rectory. Know you are blessed, treasured and missed. Stay 
safe! Stay faithful! 
 

- Father Michael Barth, Pastor 
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My dear parishioners, 

   Our business manager, Judine Hooker, has submitted the third quarter report to the Finance Council and me. The 
report looks very good but the impact of the coronavirus will not show up on our financial reports until the end of next 
quarter and in the end-of-the-year report. The positive third quarter report has been brought about through                
economizing, Mrs. Hooker’s incredible management of our funds and your awe-inspiring stewardship. 

   While it is true that our weekly contributions are about a quarter of what they normally are, the Easter collection was 
astoundingly normal. Thank you. Also, thank you to all those who have been giving on a regular basis even though we 
are not gathering for Mass on a weekly basis as we normally do. You’re ongoing stewardship is foundational. That 
commitment, which has been exhibited, and the generosity and magnanimity of spirit witnessed through that is,          
indeed, as I said, awe-inspiring. Thank you! 

   As we look to the months ahead, like most, we are waiting to exhale. With collections at only a fourth of normal, I 
wonder if we will make it. I know the parish is not the only place for which this is true. In general, every household is 
facing a similar reality. In this difficult time, we need to support one another through prayer and faith in action. Our 
website (stpaulnky.org) has suggestions for both of these. The contributions the parish has been receiving has kept us 
going. Please continue with your support. These are difficult times for everyone; your parish included. A gift to the  
parish via the mail, put through the mail slot on the front door of the rectory, using online giving (https://
saintpaulflorence.weshareonline.org/), will keep us open. The diocese is following up on support available through the 
CARES legislation. Again, thank you to all who have helped us to stay alive. Let us all remember that God is never             
outdone in generosity. 

 With praise and thanks to God for all and each of you, 

Fr. Michael Barth 

Fr. Michael Barth, Pastor 
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SPIRITUAL & SACRAMENTAL COMMUNION by Deacon Scott Folz 

    Vatican II tells us that the Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our Christian life. Just as Jesus craves 
to be with His bride, the Church, we crave to be with our Lord. Sunday Mass gives us the opportunity to        
receive Christ, the Word of God, in the Liturgy of the Word and to receive Him fully, Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity, in the Liturgy of the Eucharist. It is in these real, physical, life-giving encounters that we are                     
nourished, strengthened, encouraged and saved. 

    We have all suffered loss during this pandemic. We long to be with our family and friends, our neighbors 
and co-workers, and those we see at Mass every week. I know I miss seeing all of you, the familiar, friendly 
faces on the weekend at St. Paul’s. 

    And, we long to be with our Lord. Even before this pandemic, I prayed daily while away from St. Paul’s. 
But, it is only at Holy Mass that I feel His Presence. I know He is in me and in each of you; still, I miss              
ministering to you as you come forward to receive His Body and Blood. I miss receiving Him as I hear the 
words, “The Body of Christ.” 

    With that said, we do have the opportunity to stay close to Christ. In today’s technologically advanced 
world, we can watch Mass on TV and online. I like Mass-Online.org to watch Mass live every day, almost          
anytime day or night from around the world. I have my Spiritual Communion card ready after the priest has 
himself received Jesus at the altar. It is good to do what we can when we can’t come to Mass in person. 

    St. John of the Cross says, “Spiritual Communion is the reserve of Eucharistic Life and Love always available 
for lovers of the Eucharistic Jesus. By means of Spiritual Communion the loving desires are satisfied of the soul 
that wants to be united with Jesus, its dear Bridegroom.” 

    Yes, Spiritual Communion is a means of receiving Christ, if not sacramentally, at least spiritually. But, it is 
not a substitute. 

    When we receive Christ in the Eucharist, we receive Him both physically AND spiritually. When received 
worthily, we receive the benefits of Christ’s love for us in strengthening our resolve to avoid sin; we long to 
be good as Christ is Good. 

    When we are unable to receive Christ sacramentally, we still long for Him. Spiritual Communion offers us 
the opportunity to pray for the blessings of Christ received in our hearts and souls. And, we continue to long 
to receive Him sacramentally. 

    When this pandemic is over and we can once again come together at Mass, let us celebrate the joy, the 
Thanksgiving, of the Eucharistic Feast. 

 A MESSAGE FROM DEACON TOM KATHMAN 
I know life has been difficult for everyone these past weeks 

and months with confinements, trying to get food, and with 

jobs shutting down. We are all struggling with not being able 

to be with family or friends and Church attendance limited 

through television and online streaming. But, it will get 

better. Have faith in the Lord. He is with you. I think these 

difficult times were being referred to when Elvis Presley sung 

an old gospel song years ago called "One Pair of Hands." 

Please take a moment if you can and listen to it on YouTube. I 

think you will enjoy it.   
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CHECK OUT THE BAND EACH DAY! 
Friday, August 28 - Naked Karate Girls 

Saturday, August 29 - Swan 
Sunday, August 30 - Marty Conner Band 

VOLUNTEER 
If you would like to help in any way, please 
email festival@stpaul.org. 

DUCK SEASON AND THE ST. PAUL FESTIVAL  
It is time to think about purchasing your duck for 
the Ducky Downs 2020 races. You may purchase a 
duck for $100.00 to have a chance to win one of 
our high money races, which will payout a total 
of $2,000. Only 100 ducks will be sold. Ducks will 
be available for purchase online at https://
saintpaulflorence.weshareonline.org/
St.PaulFestivalDuckyDownsRaces. For additional                 
information, contact Polly Elmlinger at 859-866-0271. 

GIFT CARDS NEEDED FOR PRIZES  
The Festival Committee is in need of gift cards 
to be used as prizes in the Gift Card Booth at 
the festival. $25.00 gift cards for restaurants, 
gas, hardware stores, grocery stores, department 
stores, etc. Mail them to P.O. Box 366, Florence, Ky. 
41022 marked – St. Paul Festival. If you have any 
questions, contact June Cahill at 859-630-1679. 

WHEELBARROW OF CHEER TICKETS 
Purchase your $5.00 Wheelbarrow of Cheer 
tickets for a chance to win a new                    
wheelbarrow and all the cheer inside. 
Wheelbarrow of Cheer Tickets will be sold online at 
https://saintpaulflorence.weshareonline.org/. 

SILENT AUCTION  
We are looking for donations for the Silent Auction. 
We are hoping that this pandemic will be over in 
time to have our festival. If not, baskets will still be 
made and sold online to raise money for our school.  Any 
new or very gently but clean item will be greatly                 
appreciated. Any of the following items you find on                
clearance & would like to purchase for us is also fantastic; 
Household items, toys, recreational items, or personal care 
items. Contact me and I will be more than happy to come 
pick it up.  Also any large or extra large baskets would be 
appreciated. Contact Judy Kidwell at 859-393-5601. 

GRAND PRIZE RAFFLE TICKETS 
Grand Prize tickets are $25.00 with a possible chance to win 
$20,000. Grand Prize Raffle will be sold online at https://
saintpaulflorence.weshareonline.org/
St.PaulFestivalGrandPrizeRaffleTickets. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: CHICKEN 
CHARLIE’S CHICKEN DINNER 

KITCHEN/SERVICE AREA - 
On Saturday, August 29, the kitchen/service 
area are in need of workers for 2-hour shifts: 
3:45 p.m. to 6 p.m. or 5:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. PLEASE  
contact Johannah Osborn at kosborn@fuse.net. 
DINING ROOM 
The Dining Room needs adults as hosts and                      
hostesses, which includes helping to seat people and 
helping the waitresses and waiters.  We also need 
lots of young adults/children as waitresses and    
waiters.  If you are in need of service hours for the 
upcoming school year, here is your opportunity. All 
are 2-hour shifts, 3:45 p.m. to 6 p.m. or 5:45 p.m. to 8 
p.m. We are well known for our great dinner and   
fantastic service, please help keep the tradition        
going. PLEASE contact Kim Quinn at kq@wslaw.us. 
VEGETABLE PREPARATION for our famous chicken 
dinner will be on Friday, August 28 starting                             
immediately following the 8:15AM Mass.  Please 
bring a covered dish to share for lunch, a paring knife 
or vegetable peeler and a friend. Spouses welcome.  
Meat and drinks for lunch will be provided.   
CAKES, PIES, CUPCAKES, BROWNIES are needed for 
our dinner on Saturday, August 29.  Please bring 
these to the Carlin Center on Friday 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m. or Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  We need                  
approximately 130 desserts.  Please bake 1 or 2 so we 
don’t have to buy desserts.   
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St. Paul Families for 
Life By Marla Kelly 

40 Days for Life – Spring                    
Campaign 
On March 22, the president of 40 
Days for Life, Shawn Carney, ended 
the public vigil portion of the         
largest campaign ever due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic but asked 
everyone to continue their prayer 
and fasting until the scheduled end, 
April 5.  Even with the shortening of 
the campaign, we witnessed the 
closing of the 107th abortion facility.  
It took place in Lindavista, Mexico 
where 40 Days for Life prayer           
warriors persuaded a landlord not 
to renew the lease of a Marie Stopes 
abortion center.  There was also the 
17th thousandth baby saved by 40 
Days for Life.  
 
Care Net- Florence has a new 
home 
(from Care Net Winter/Spring brochure) 

The pregnancy service opened its 
new facility at 7129 Price Pike (right 
across the street from the previous 
center).  The much-needed new  
facility was designed to better serve 
families in need in our community.   
Some of the new features include 
increased parking, 2 Ultrasound 
rooms, 2 rooms for large group   
Parenting Education classes, 2   
mentor/client meeting rooms      
designed for one-on-one classes. Fr. 
Matt Cushing, pastor at All Saints, 
offered a blessing on the new          
building and ultrasound rooms and 
the Florence Mayor, Diane Whalen, 
cut the ribbon to open the doors.  
Care Net was also pleased to         
announce that offering same day 
ultrasound services championed 
2019 as the most lives saved in a 
single year in their history.  The 
agency works diligently everyday to 

SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 March 2020 

• 51 calls serving 130 people and  
81 hours of Vincentians’ time 

• Conference-funded Aid: $5,772 
($2,541 for rent, $1,486 for                
utilities, food $887, transportation 
$790, temporary lodging $67) 

• In-Kind Goods: $2,864 ($1,840 
pantry food, $570 furniture    
vouchers, $180 clothing vouchers, 
$274 other) 

• Total Receipts/Income:  $4,049 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Scott & Teresa Barhorst 
Kenneth & Heather Pfalz and 

Family 
 
DEATHS 
Nancy Borne  (April 16) 

David Strickley Jr (April 18) 

save as many lives as possible until      
abortion becomes unthinkable for any 
woman facing an unplanned pregnancy.  
“At Care Net, we know that to change 
minds, we must first change hearts. To 
become a nation that supports the       
sanctity of human life at every stage, we 
must work to instill a respect for life in the 
hearts of our youth and young adult      
generation.”  One of their success stories 
is Christine Stanley, drawing on her own 
experience at the Care Net Center, she 
has become a national pro-life speaker, 
author and activist.  
 
We annually hold our Baby Bottle             
Collection from Mother’s Day to Father’s 
Day.  Due to the virus, it is not certain if 
this campaign will take place. Updates will 
be put in the bulletin.     
  
Crossing the Bridge 
In the interest of the health and safety of 
Cross the Bridge for Life participants and 
their families, and to help prevent the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus, Cross the 
Bridge for Life 2020 has been cancelled. 
 
Prayer for Pregnant Mothers  
from USCCB – Secretariat of Pro-Life          
Activities – Walking with Moms in Need 
 
O Blessed Mother, you received the good 
news of the incarnation of Christ, your 
Son, with faith and trust. Grant your          
protection to all pregnant mothers facing 
difficulties. 
 
Guide us as we strive to make our parish 
communities places of welcome and         
assistance for mothers in need. Help us 
become instruments of God’s love and 
compassion. 
 
Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously 
help us build a culture of life and a              
civilization of love, together with all     
people of good will, to the praise and  
glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. 
Amen. 

There is some firewood 
by the garage at the top 
of the parking lot.         
Anyone with an interest 
can help themselves to 
it.  
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CRU View 
  April 22, 2020 

Seven SHDHS Juniors Accepted into Prestigious          
Kentucky Programs 

Congratulations to the following SHDHS students on their 
acceptance into the Kentucky Governor's Scholars            
Program, School for the Arts, and School for                       
Entrepreneurs! They competed on a state-wide level and 
endured rigorous application and selection processes to 
earn the opportunity to attend these distinguished              
summer programs. 

• Governor's Scholars Program: Congratulations to Vincent 
Croyle, Griffin Gould, Jonah Heck, Teresa Pope, and    
Sydney Turner. The mission of GSP is to enhance          
Kentucky’s next generation of civic and economic           
leaders. Selection is highly competitive, with an               
application process similar to that of prestigious colleges 
and universities.  

• Governor's School for the Arts: Congratulations to Aidan 
Dragone. GSA is an arts education program of The      
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts. Every summer, 
professional artists and educators guide over two              
hundred of Kentucky’s finest young artists through three 
weeks of incredibly intense arts instruction.   

• Governor's School for Entrepreneurs: Congratulations to 
Gavin Borchers. GSE is a program of KEENStart that uses 
innovation and business model design to give students 
an authentic glimpse into entrepreneurship.   

CRU-cising and Making a Difference 

Mrs. Shawn Schwarz, PE and Wellness 
teacher at SHDHS, has been                
challenging her students in creative 
ways, from high intensity interval  
training (HIIT) to super hero workouts 
where they dressed up like their           
favorite super hero during their              
training – and many of them included 
their family members in the fun.          
During Easter, Mrs. Schwarz encouraged students to make 
someone's day with small gestures of kindness and they 
jumped into action! One student brightened a friend’s day 
by delivering coffee in their mailbox. Another student 
worked with her dad to make food packs for the homeless, 
distributed them throughout Covington, and dropped the 
remaining ones off at Welcome House. And, a family joined 
together to organize a food drive in their neighborhood to 
benefit Be Concerned. They distributed around 300 flyers 
in neighbors’ mailboxes, established a GoFundMe page, 
and set up a collection box in their driveway. They             
gathered and sorted 932 pounds of food and raised $1450 
(and counting). 

   Good news of the Easter season is that when we           
encounter the risen Christ, we encounter God.  Our         
belief in the resurrection and the good news of             
salvation isn’t something that stays in our heads but is 
played out concretely in the way we interact with          
others.  St. Vincent said: “To make God known to the 
poor, tell them that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand 
and that it is for the poor.”  As Vincentians, we are 
blessed to have the chance to bring the Gospel to the 
poor. 

   An opportunity arose for our Vincentian, Sara, who 
met Saundra through a phone encounter.  Saundra had 
called in to SVDP asking for clothing and help to move 
from a motel to an apartment.  She is a single parent, 
raising her 15 year old autistic son, who also has         
rheumatoid arthritis.  A case worker from Welcome 
House (WH) is working with CAC to help Saundra get a 
previous Duke bill ($1300) cleared up before she can 
get housing assistance.  WH is paying her motel bill 
while providing her guidance on her budgeting issues.  
This family is living on minimal SSD benefits with no 
help from the boy’s father, who is in prison.  It is a         
constant struggle for Saundra, not being able to work 
currently since her son cannot go to his day school       
program due to the pandemic.  She needs to be home 
to care for him.  WH has attained an apartment for 
Saundra that should be available the first of May, but it 
will cost $600 deposit plus the $600 first month’s rent.  
Our St. Paul SVDP is willing to provide this assistance 
with the possibility of some twinning funds coming 
from other SVDP Conferences in our diocese.  We         
believe Saundra is in dire straits right now but she is so 
willing to abide by any conditions WH recommends.  
Sara was able to convince Saundra that God is there for 
her if she is willing to let Him guide her through her 
difficulties.  Tears were shed as they prayed over the 
phone.  So many others have refused to help Saundra 
that, without our assistance, she was ready to give up.  
We feel so fortunate to be part of SVDP and able to 
help persons like Saundra with monetary support as 
well with the opportunity to share our faith and love 
for them. 

   Following the guidance from St. Vincent de Paul and 
Blessed Frederick Ozanam, we learn it is wise to center 
our attention on the problem that has been presented 
(the need for food, clothing, rent, etc.) rather than          
pursuing other areas that the client hasn’t brought up 
(going to church, getting a job, etc.). Once we help with 
the problem that has been presented, the neighbor 
sees us as interested in her as a person. As a result, we 
earn their trust and a relationship begins to grow.  This 
is when we feel progress is being made.  Kindness and 
love are the first gifts we can give the poor. 

St. Vincent de Paul News  
By Rose Clear 
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 


