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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY December 2020 

The Parish Office will be 
closed Tuesday, Dec. 8 
and Wednesday, Dec. 23 
through Sunday, Jan. 3. 
For an emergency, please 
call the office at                         
859-371-8051 and follow 
the prompts.  

 

Due to the holiday          
season, the deadline to 
submit articles for the 
January Link is December 
9th. Send articles to 
TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

Monday, December 7  

Vigil Mass 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 8 

Mass 8:15 a.m. 

Mass 12:10 p.m. 

The Season of  Advent By Father Jason Bertke  

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word “adventus,” which signifies a 
coming.  When we think of Advent, we typically think of it as a preparation 
for Christmas, which it is — in part.  But we are also supposed to look              
forward to another coming — Christ’s return. The early Christians used to 
say, “Marana tha,” which is Aramaic and commonly translated as “Our Lord, 
come.”  The return of Christ was something that early Christians looked            
forward to with great longing.  They could not wait for the day when Christ 
would return and allow them to share in his victory for eternity.     

St. Bernard of Clairvaux, however, speaks of three advents — three comings 
of the Lord. He says, “The third lies between the other two.  It is invisible, 
while the other two are visible.  In the first coming, he was seen on earth, 
dwelling among men; he himself testifies that they saw him and hated 
him.  In the final coming, all flesh will see the salvation of our God and they 
will look on him whom they pierced.  The intermediate coming is a hidden 
one; in it only the elect see the Lord within their own selves, and they are 
saved.  In his first coming, our Lord came in our flesh and in our weakness; in 
this middle coming he comes in spirit and in power; in the final coming, he 
will be seen in glory and majesty.”  With this addition that St. Bernard makes, 
we are able to focus not only on the past and the future, but the here and 
now.  And by doing this, we can remember that we are on a journey.  We 
can, and should, prepare now for our destination.  And if we are not                    
prepared for the second coming of Christ, then we are not yet on the right 
path.  But we are given this season to remind us and encourage us to prepare 
room in our hearts and in our lives for Christ, so that we will be ready for his 
coming. 

As we celebrate the season of Advent, we are challenged to cry out, “Marana 
tha!”  If we prepare room for the Lord in our lives, we can look forward to his 
coming again.  By keeping Christ first in our lives, we will be able to               
experience a truly joyful season of Advent. 
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Please Note: There will be no Holy Hour on 

Thursday, Dec. 24 or Thursday, Dec. 31. 
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St. Paul School 2019-2020 Awards Ceremony 
Due to the mandatory shut down of schools in the Spring of 2020, the Awards Ceremony typically held on the 
last day of school had to be postponed. On Friday, October 23, the 2019-2020 Awards Ceremony was held in 
the school gym. Three classes were able to attend the event “in person” allowing for six foot distancing, while 
all other classes watched the ceremony via a Google Meet. Congratulations to the following students: 

Dave Maher Christian Leadership Award 

Ben Ryan  

Christian Leadership Awards 

Violet E., Carter K., Reese F., Libby R.,  

Noah G., Jack L., Olive Y., Alexander A.,  

Shelton M., Isabella M., Jack Y., Christian W., 

Mason B., Sadie C., Mallorie S., Michael R., 

Adelyn H., Vincent D., Benjamin R., Ella A., 

Grace Y., Max P., Sophia D., Jonah T., 

Will M., Michelle R. 

Kristy Depenbrock Scholarship Award 

Claire Schild  

Patsy Krumpelman Scholarship Award 

Brennan Lemmond 

Tari McGill Scholarship Award 

Miles Popil 
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St. Paul Parish 2020-2021 1
st

 Quarter Financial Report 
Our Parishioners of St. Paul Parish, 

The members of the finance committee and parish administration met on October 19, 2020 to review 
the 1st quarter financial statements.  The committee would like to make the following observations 
regarding the financials: 

1. The Parish is on target with the 2020-2021 budget.  Both the income and expenses are in line 
with the budget.  The bottom line shows the parish has a deficit, but it is a planned deficit.   

2. Thanks to the support of the parish community and the Paycheck Protection Plan funding, the 
parish has a good cash flow to cover the deficit.  

3. Much of the school’s expenses are in the first quarter with purchase of workbooks and supplies.  

4. School tuition income is reported over 10 months—August to May.   

5. Specified donations and services are making a difference in providing tools/improvements the 
school and parish need to be successful.  This list includes COVID-19 donations, school/religious 
education specified donations and services provided without cost, such as parking lot repair,  
paving and concrete work. A special thank you to all of our donors for their generosity of time, 
treasure and talents. 

6. The St. Paul Virtual Festival was a success, generating $36,962 in profit.  Many thanks and            
congratulations to our Festival Committee, volunteers and participants for their time and talents.   

7. As of 9/30/2020, St. Paul Parish has DPAA commitments of $89,054, exceeding our DPAA goal 
of $83,600.  The parish’s budgeted goal is $133,600, $50,000 over the goal set by the Diocese of 
Covington.  The committee factored in this extra $50,000 based on prior years and in                    
consideration of COVID-19 in order to balance the budget.  If you have not made a commitment 
yet, please consider doing so.  All proceeds collected that exceed the $83,600 goal will be            
returned to St. Paul.   

8. In addition to the DPAA, other opportunities are available for parishioners to participate in to work 
on the parish’s mission of worship and education.  These include the Secure Our Future               
campaign, Day of Giving and St. Paul Boosters and St. Paul PTO’s fundraising activities.  Look 
for more communications on these upcoming opportunities and how you can participate. 

The Finance Committee welcomed two new members to the committee:  Chris Courtney and Mike 
Deckert.  When the committee meets for the midyear review, the rotation for committee members 
will begin.   

In September, a financial audit was conducted by the Diocese in accordance to canon law.  Every 
parish that had a transition of pastor leadership is required to be audited.  Minor housekeeping           
recommendations were made and are being implemented. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fr. Jason Bertke, Pastor 

Finance Committee:  Deborah Bolte Collins, Chris Courtney, Mike Deckert, Jeff Koenig, Sal Santoro, 
Melanie Smart, Melissa Tally 

Judine M. Hooker, Business Manager 
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St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

We will walk with you on the journey 
to healing.  Nothing – absolutely          
nothing – is beyond the love and 
mercy of Jesus Christ. No sin is too 
big for Him, no darkness too great. 
Your abortion is not the end of the 
story. Call or email us today:                 
projectrachel@covdia.org or 859-392
-1547.  All communication is             
confidential and is for women and 
men who are carrying the wound of 
abortion.  Get more information at: 
covdio.org/pro-life/project-rachel. 
  
Washington DC March for Life 

At this time (Nov. 16), the march is 
still being planned for January 29, 
2021.  The Diocese has not provided 
or announced any plans for their  
annual bus trip to Washington for the 
march. Please watch the bulletin for 
updates.  
 
Did you know…. 

Even as Planned Parenthood’s             
government funding has increased, 
the number of medical services it 
provides has decreased—but not 
abortions. From 2004 to 2018, 
Planned Parenthood reported a           
dramatic decrease in the following: 
Pap tests (down by 78%), breast           
exams (71%), total cancer screenings 
(74%), and even contraception/
sterilization by any method (25%). By 
contrast, abortions have increased by 
almost 36% since 2004. There has 
been a clear shift in the types of           
services Planned Parenthood            
provides - away from the other             
services it boasts of and toward  
abortion.  From the USCCB                    
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities: 
Planned Parenthood: Setting the  
Record Straight 
 
We pray that God will grant us the 
wisdom and courage to lovingly         
protect His gift of human life at every 
stage, in sickness and in health.  

Wishing you a very Blessed and Merry 
Christmas! May the Christ child bring 
you love and joy during this beautiful 
season and into the New Year.  
 
40 Days for Life:  

Some record numbers from the 40 
Days for Life Fall Campaign: 

 588 cities participated in the largest 
campaign ever 

 As of 11/2, there were 475 confirmed 
babies saved including one at the 
Cincinnati Planned Parenthood. 

 Saved baby reports are UP by 28% 

 1 million volunteers have now closed 
107 abortion facilities 

 Record vigil turnout numbers are in 

God has used your prayers, fasting, and 
peaceful vigil to spare babies from the 
barbaric act of abortion.  

Shawn Carney, President/CEO, 40 Days 
for Life 
 
Pro-Life Vote 

It was wonderful to see and hear many 
priest and bishops speaking out for Life 
during the election.  They all noted it as 
the preeminent moral concern for the 
election and the need for Catholics to 
learn more about the Church’s             
teachings. We appreciate our own   
Father Jason who gave several          
beautiful homilies, encourage all to do 
the same.  Even though the election is 
over, protecting life should always   
remain an important part of every 
Catholic.  To keep aware of, and to 
learn about the works of the U.S.        
Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life             
activities, go to ussce.org/prolife. 
 
Project Rachel-Help after an         
abortion experience. 

Project Rachel-God has a unique and 
beautiful plan of healing for you. You 
don’t need to suffer alone. We offer a 
safe, confidential, and non-judgmental 
environment that can allow you to  
enter into Jesus’ healing embrace.    

MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE  
CARES Act and the 2020 DPAA 

 In March, the Coronavirus Aid,            
Relief and Economic Security Act (or 
the CARES Act) became law. It           
provided 335 pages of actions by the 
federal government which were  
designed to protect individuals and 
the nation during the current              
pandemic. 
 Included in the legislation was a 
clause which allows for up to $300 in 
charitable gifts to be taken as an 
“above-the-line deduction” for those 
who take standard deductions on 
their taxes.  By giving a gift to a  
qualified charitable organization in 
2020, like the Diocese of Covington 
or your parish, you can deduct up to 
$300 from your income. This allows 
donors who do not itemize their  
deduction to gain a benefit by        
supporting the Church. 
 Before filing your taxes, consult a 
tax professional to take advantage 
of this unique situation if you are 
eligible. 

YEAR-END TAX PLANNING 
 As you begin year-end tax planning, 
take advantage of the charitable tax 
deduction for gifts made before          
December 31 by making a gift to the 
2020 Diocesan Parish Annual                
Appeal.  Your gift to the Appeal can 
make a great difference to our faith 
community and help you as well. 
 As always, work closely with your 
tax and legal advisors to determine 
how any particular strategy will 
affect your overall tax situation. 
Please contact the Diocesan           
Stewardship Office at (859) 392-
1500 by December 31 to advise the 
Diocese of your gift of stock so that 
it will qualify as a 2020 donation. 
The Stewardship Office will                  
coordinate with your financial             
advisor or broker to ensure the gift 
is properly credited.  If you choose 
to make a cash donation, please  
prepare your check and mail it so 
that your envelope is postmarked,  
or received by the Diocese, by             
December 31 to qualify as a 2020 
gift. For more info on end-of-year 
giving opportunities, contact Mike 
Murray, Director of Stewardship and 
Mission Services, at (859) 392-1500 
or mmurray@covdio.org. 
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gift card program saved the day for 
her. 

Another family was a single 29 year 
old woman, Julie, who recently had 
her car die.  She needed to get a           
replacement in order to get to her full
-time job in the fast food industry.  
She now has a $500 a month car           
payment which is really stretching her 
budget.  She requested Christmas 
help for her three daughters ages 10, 
3 and 2 years old.  When offered help 
with a Thanksgiving meal and a             
Christmas meal, she denied that      
assistance saying “there are probably 
others who need that meal more than 
we do.”  Her kindness in that               
statement reinforced our decision to 
help out the children with the gift 
card program. 

One final family we assisted is 31 year 
old Alana, who is raising seven           
children on her own. She has a friend 
who is paying the $1,000 a month 
rent and a savings of her own that is 
being used for all her other expenses, 
including utilities. Her parents        
immigrated to the US when she was 
just 1 year old and she has grown up 
here.  This very sweet young lady is 
being helped by our gift card program 
as well as a Thanksgiving meal and a 
Christmas meal.  She is so optimistic 
about her situation that it’s an              
inspiration for so many of us who 
have been complaining this entire 
year about all our inconveniences. 

The surprises we encounter when 
meeting some of these families never 
cease to amaze us and give us              
incentive to keep working towards 
“Preparing the way of the Lord” 
among our neighbors. 

SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 October 2020 

 68 calls serving 180 people and 119 
hours of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: $3,961
($2,427 for rent, $711 for utilities, 
food $492, temp. lodging $330) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $8,330 ($2,395          
pantry food, $1,170 furniture            
vouchers, $620 clothing vouchers, 
$4,145 other) 

 Total Receipts/Income:  $3,839 

St. Vincent de Paul News By Rose Clear 

In the Gospel of the Second Sunday 
of Advent, John the Baptist urges us 
to “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  
We are called to help prepare the 
way of the Lord by making the real 
meaning of Christmas come alive in 
our own hearts and family by  
reaching out to those in need.  One 
effort of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul is to help those less             
fortunate celebrate Christmas.  This 
year, we have helped, along with 
our parishioners, about 40 families 
so far in being able to buy                 
Christmas presents for their                 
children.  This covers about 100 
children, though the actual                
numbers are not available at the 
time of writing this article.  Families 
picked up gift cards for the number 
of their children on Thursday,                  
December 3.  This was only possible 
by your generosity and we are so 
grateful to all who supported this 
cause in lieu of the usual Giving 
Tree. 

One family we helped was a single 
mom, Carlene, who is trying to get 
her life back in order after                
recovering from her addictions and 
regaining custody of her children.  
She has a 13 year old daughter and 
two sons, ages 7 and 6 years old.  
She is doing very well with the help 
of her mother, who cared for the            
children during her rehab program.  
However, there is no money            
available for Carlene to provide 
Christmas for those children.  Our 

NEW PARISHIOERS  
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Dews and 

Family 

 
DEATHS 
Ferdinand Metzger (October 24) 
Jeff Kleiman  (October 29) 

Due to COVID-19, the Giving Tree 
looked a little different this year. Thank 
you to everyone for your support this 
year with monetary donations and gift 
cards to the Giving Tree.  
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 


