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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY January 2021 

A Big Thank You to the 
parish for supporting the 
Giving Tree. Below is a 
summary of what we  
collected: 

 We had 6 families 
adopted by St. Paul 
families.  

 We collected 231 gift 
cards. 

 Monetary donations 
from school students 
$1,502.12 and $3,621 
from parish totaling 
$5,123.12. 

  We provided 36             
families with three $25 
gift cards for each child 
in their family. 

Thank you to Mrs. 
Chalfant’s class for             
decorating the envelopes 
that we used for the gift 
card distributions.    

By Father Jason Bertke 

 As we begin January, many people are glad to leave 2020 behind.  This 

past year was difficult for everyone.  Over and over again, we have heard that 

we need to get used to the “new normal.”  We have let Covid define our lives 

and drastically change them.  A year ago, none of us would have predicted this 

situation.   

 It’s time for us to take a new approach to life.  We have let this virus           

define us and guide all of our actions (and inactions). Instead of allowing this to 

be the “new normal,” we should be guided by something else entirely.  We 

should allow our faith to define us.  This, however, does not mean that we 

should be reckless.  But, why is this virus changing our lives like nothing else       

ever has?  Shouldn’t our faith in Christ do that?  We spend so much time         

sanitizing our hands, but how much do we seek to sanitize our souls?  We are 

challenged to allow our Catholic faith to dictate our actions.  If we can submit 

our wills to a virus that can only harm the body but cannot touch the soul, then 

we can certainly allow more room in hearts for Christ and the eternal salvation 

that he is offering us.   

 We are all sinners.  We all fail from time to time.  But, the Lord continues 

to reach out to us with his mercy.  This is the time to take his hand.  There were 

many empty pews in churches throughout the world before the pandemic          

began.  Now, the churches have even fewer people.  What will happen when the         

pandemic is over?  Will our churches finally be full?  If things continue as they 

are, or as they were before the pandemic, then it seems unlikely that this will 

happen.  But if we turn to the Lord, if we embrace our faith and allow it to guide 

all of our actions – if we allow our faith to influence us as much as we have let 

the virus influence us – then the faith will thrive like never before.  It’s time for 

us to embrace our Catholic heritage – to immerse ourselves in our tradition and 

practice our faith to the fullest.  January is finally here, and 2020 is behind us.  

Will we finally allow our Catholic faith to define us as we move forward?  Will 

we focus more on eternity than on the here and now?  This is the challenge as 

we begin this new year.  If we open our hearts to the grace that God is offering 

us, then he will transform our lives and lead us safely to his Kingdom. 
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Accreditation Update!! By Joanne Nesmith, Principal  

For the past year, St. Paul School has been gearing up for its accreditation with Cognia. Cognia is a non-profit                 

organization with established standards for accreditation certification. Their focus is to identify a school’s strengths 

and focus areas for improvement. 

The Cognia Accreditation team hosted virtual meetings on Monday, November 30 and Tuesday, December 1 to get a 

pulse on our school and to assess the school’s proficiency within their established standards. These standards span the 

following areas: Leadership Capacity, Learning Capacity and Resource Capacity.  

During the two days of virtual meetings and interviews, the committee met with Mrs. Nesmith, Fr. Bertke, a panel of 

teachers, a panel of students, a panel of parents and a panel of community members. In addition to these interviews, 

the committee reviewed a variety of documents that reflected the work going on at St. Paul in the classrooms, in our 

Parent/Teacher Organization, in our Professional Development meetings, in our safety plans and many other areas 

that provide insight to our school. 

After the two day virtual meeting process, the accreditation team met with me and our Counselor, Mrs. McMahon to 

give a debriefing of their visit. The first areas they highlighted was the “Key Findings from their Observations” which 

are listed below: 

 Respected legacy of tradition, excellence, unity, and collaboration. 

 Welcoming, supporting, and encouraging school, which is focused on students and their well being. 

 School excels in engaging all stakeholders in actions and communication to achieve the school’s purpose. 

 Progressive, stable, consistent, and transparent leadership from school leaders and staff. 

The second area they highlighted was the “General Findings from their Observations” which are listed below: 

 Develop and implement specific process for the collection, analysis, and use of longitudinal data to adjust               

classroom instructional strategies and ensure demonstrable improvement in student learning.   

 Develop, implement, and monitor a strategic long-range plan which includes enrollment, budget, technology, and 

facility contingencies.  

 Expand the formal development and implementation of a continuous improvement plan which includes               

measurable goals and objectives, activities, timelines, and monitoring mechanisms. 

 Implement, monitor, and collect data from staff supervision and evaluation        

processes to improve professional practice and organizational effectiveness. 

The next steps with the accreditation process are as follows: The team lead is          

preparing her report from the visit with our school. She said the report takes about 

ten days to complete. She will then upload the report to Cognia, who will review all 

parts of the visit as well as the visiting team’s recommendation for our accreditation.  

This process can take up to two months before we hear the final word on our               

accreditation status. 

Overall, I felt very positive about the visit and the information they shared with me 

and Mrs. McMahan at the closing session. As we began the closing session, their team 

lead said, “Before we get started I just want to say, your school is amazing!”  

As a community, we already knew that! 
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SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 November 2020 

 75 calls serving 245 people and 155 
hours of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: 
$5,448  ($2,298 for rent, $1,723 for 
utilities, food $434, temporary          
lodging $230, transportation $763) 

  In-Kind Goods:  $12,015 ($2,180 
pantry food, $2,065 furniture           
vouchers, $990 clothing vouchers, 
$6,780 other) 

    Total Receipts/Income:  $6,090 

St. Vincent de Paul News By Rose Clear 

I WANT TO HELP 

These may be words you have thought, or even vocalized to friends, as 
you are leaving church after Mass.  You could certainly fulfill that wish 
by joining and helping out with St Vincent de Paul.  Every day in                
Florence, KY, people of poverty face special challenges for sheer            
sustenance.  The faces of poverty surround us: they go to our area 
schools, attend the same churches, and often just live down the street 
from us. Why not meet them through a phone call that may change 
their life – and yours?  It is worth considering. 

 

The St. Paul Conference is the basic unit of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, and this is where the strength of the Society lies. The mission of 
the Conference is the mission of the Society: to join together in a bond 
of friendship, and to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person            
service to those who are needy and suffering. The goal of our                   
Conference is to minister to those in need in the Florence area on a 
person-to-person basis, through a phone visit in this time of COVID 
and, hopefully, through home visits again in the future. The Society’s 
motto is “No work of charity is foreign to the Society” so we listen to 
what their needs are and do not judge.   

 

Our volunteers, that make contact with the needy, are called Case 
Workers.  We are truly in need of more Case Workers here at St. Paul.  
Our number of volunteers is dwindling, due to age and health, and it is 
placing an overwhelming burden on the few Case Workers we have 
remaining.  Since you can do the majority of the ministry right in the 
comfort of your own home, it could be the answer to the loneliness 
and boredom that many are experiencing right now. 

 

If you have a desire to help and are familiar, even in a minimal way, 
with computers, you would be a definite asset to our Conference.            
Further training on the specifics of the computer software would be 
provided by our experienced members in a safe non-threatening             
environment.  We always say to ourselves, if we can do it, anyone can 
do it.  None of us are geniuses or social workers or counselors but we 
are all capable of listening and showing love and compassion.  Please 
pray about this and see if God may be calling you to open your heart to 
a rewarding vocation. 

 

We would like to give a heart-felt Thank-You to all who supported our 
Angel Tree this year through the gift card program.  The parish has 
been extremely generous once again and we were able to help many 
families who were really struggling to provide anything special for their 
children this Christmas.  The number of gift cards and cash donations 
was greater than our expectations.  God bless St. Paul Parishioners!! 

Crucifix Restoration 
Over the summer, 
it was discovered 
that the crucifix in 
the Schneider 
Building fell off 
the wall and was 
in need of major          
repair. A big thank 
you to the Turvey 
Family for            
restoring the crucifix. It is now         
repaired and back on the second 
floor of the Schneider Building. 
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St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

January Days of Prayers 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized abortion throughout the United States in its companion decisions 
Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that time, millions of children have lost their lives, and millions of women and 
families have been wounded by abortion.  

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, designates January 22 as a particular day of prayer and 
penance, called the “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.” The Church directs:  

In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall 
be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance 
for violations to the dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion.  

As individuals, we are called to observe this day through the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or almsgiving  
 

9 Days for Life 

In addition, the USCCB also sponsors an annual, nationwide novena called 9 Days for Life, which encompasses the             
liturgical observance of the Day of Prayer. Each day for nine days, a different intention is featured, accompanied by a 
short reflection, suggested actions, and related information as we pray for the respect and protection of every human 
life. The novena will be held January 21-29, 2021.  Sign up for 
email or text at 9dayforlife.com!  Join today at 
www.9daysforlife.com  
 

National March for Life - 48th Roe v. Wade Memorial 

The 48th annual March for Life will be conducted on Friday, 
January 29, 2021 in Washington, D.C., to again stand in       
witness against the January 22nd Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
decision responsible for millions of tiny lives lost, and parents 
wounded, by abortion.  Rally begins at 12:00 p.m.  This year's 
theme is:  "Together Strong:  Life Unites!"   

If you are not able to travel due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
please consider participating in other events taking place       
locally in downtown Cincinnati and in front of Planned 
Parenthood on Friday, January 29, 2021 from 1:00 p.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  Meet in front of Cincinnati Planned Parenthood's 
abortion headquarters at 2314 Auburn Avenue to spiritually 
join those marching in Washington, D.C. on the same day.   

To check out other local events, go to cincinnatirighttolife.org.      

PS:  This article was submitted in December, and as of that 
date, the Diocese of Covington does not have their annual bus 
trip scheduled and does not have any other event scheduled.  
Always check the bulletin for any updates.   
 

37th Annual Pro-Life Rosary Procession In Cincinnati 

Saturday, January 23, 2021 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  Meet at Cincinnati City Hall at 11:00 a.m. and process to 
Fountain Square for a pro-life rally at noon.  There will be a 
speaker, refreshments, and hot chocolate.  Visit 
www.cincinnatiprolife.org.  
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NEW PARISHIOERS  
Jeremy & Kyra Gort and Family 
Stanley & Mary Pinkiewicz and Family 

 
WEDDINGS 

Cory Knaley & Meghan Kloentrup Knaley  
December 5 

BAPTISMS  
Anthony Patino Sanchez 

 Son of Erick Franco & Sara Sanchez Trejo 
 
DEATHS 
Mary Anthonyrajah November 16 

Acts of Kindness Campaign –                
Advent Activity By Joanne Nesmith, Principal  

During the season of Advent, the St. Paul School                
Community participated in an “Act Of Kindness                      
Campaign.” Our challenge was for every student and staff 
member to do an act of kindness every day. We then 
asked all students and staff to submit their acts of                 
kindness to Mrs. McMahan, Guidance Counselor. Each act 
of kindness was printed on a brown strip of paper, which 
was then laid in the manger. Our goal was to have a soft 
bed of “hay” for Jesus to lay on for his birthday, December 
25th. During the announcements each morning, we shared 
one or two acts of kindness that had been submitted 
through this process.  

Listed below are some of the acts of kindness that our  
students submitted for this activity: 

 Today for an act of kindness, I waved at the garbage 
man and said thank you. 

 I helped my mom with the groceries without being 
asked. 

 I colored a beautiful picture and left it on mom and 
dad’s bed as a surprise. 

 I helped prepare dinner and set the table without          
being asked. 

 I wrote my brother a card for his birthday. 

 I did the dishes for my mom. 

 Today I helped with family chores. I did both mine and 
my parents. 

 My kindness act was helping my grandma bake. 

 Last night I said I am grateful for what I have. 

 I shared the last of my Halloween candy with my big 
brother who didn’t have any left. 

 I helped mom carry groceries in from the car and put 
them away without being asked. 

 I sat near my younger brother during a Google Meet in 
case he needed help locating a worksheet, so that my 
mom could get her workout in. 

 I asked my brother and sister for their input while 
choosing what I wanted for my birthday dinner,              
making sure to ask for at least one thing that each of 

them likes. 

 Today I helped my mom with home activities and 
chores. 

 Today my sister and I cleaned up our rooms and             
selected some items to donate to the less fortunate. 

 Our family decorates the front of our neighborhood 
each year. My sister and I helped hang Christmas lights 
and decorations at the front of our neighborhood to 
make the entrance look festive for Christmas!! 

 I went with my Mom and Dad to do a “Window Visit” 
in the snow with Grandma Sharon who lives in a care 
facility.  Grandma Sharon’s Birthday was on December 
1, and she is not allowed any visitors inside the care 
facility due to the Coronavirus, so we went to visit her 
in the snow on her Birthday. Grandma Sharon’s was 
very excited to see me and we even took a window 
picture of the two of us…Grandma Sharon was behind 
the window and I was standing outside in the snow! 

 I cleaned up my room without even being asked. 

 I am trying to be very helpful around the house. I 
helped my Mom take out all of the recycling, helped 
make dinner, and have offered to help out my             
brothers. I also shared my candy bag with my               
brothers. 

 I helped my Mom and Dad make meals. 

 Today I helped my parents with the laundry. 

 I bought gifts for my brother and sister this weekend. 

Each morning, I enjoyed seeing the acts of kindness that 
were completed the previous day. I am happy to report 
that Baby Jesus had a very comfortable bed of “hay” to lay 
his head on Christmas Day! 



-2126 

P.O. Box 366 
Florence KY 41022 

Change Service Requested 

7301 Dix ie  Highway F lorence,  Kentucky 41042    l    stpaulnky.org     

 
To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 


