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5232 Highway 56 � Chauvin, LA 70344�

Office: (985) 594�5859�

August 2, 2020  �   Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

     PARISH STAFF�     �

Fr. Baby “Philip” Kuruvilla, Pastor�

Deacon Gary Lapeyrouse                               �

Donna Matherne, Bookkeeper    �

Melanie Soudelier, Secretary                       �

Al Lyons, Maintenance �

Anita Boudreaux, Adult Education  �

Kristy Callahan, Director of Youth Formation� �

       E�MAIL ADDRESS� � �              PARISH WEBSITE�� � �             FACEBOOK� �

     saintjosephchurch@charter.net                     http://saintjosephchurch5.wixsite.com/saintjosephchurch              https://www.facebook.com/stjoseph.catholicchurch.9/�

SAINT JOSEPH �

If you are in need of assistance call the 

church office at 985�594�5859 or �

Melanie Soudelier  985�856�3654�

RECONCILIATION�

Please call the Church Office for an appointment�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND SEMINARS �

Please call the church office for more information �

ANOINTING AND COMMUNION OF THE SICK�

Please call the Church office to make arrangements for receiving 

these Sacraments. �

WEDDINGS�

Arrangements should be made with the priest or deacon six 

months in advance. Call the church office to set up an 

appointment.�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays:�

Monday, Wednesday (Novena), �

Thursday & Friday � 8:30 a.m.�

1st Friday Devotion�9 a.m.�

Weekend:�

Saturdays � 4 p.m.�

Sundays � 8 & 10 a.m. �



Volume 56� � � � � � � � � � �        Number  3�

Pastor Notes:�

     Recently I tried to give some guidelines for those who watch Mass online at home. I was happy to note 

that many of you were happy to read that and make the Mass more meaningful by creating an atmosphere 

where by you could feel the church like experience. Kindly bring all the holiness of the Mass while you watch 

and don’t be distracted or make it meaningless by doing other activities or conversations. You, as adults, have 

the obligation to show a good example to your children. Keep up the practice of faith at home the best way 

you can, at this time of pandemic.�

     This time of pandemic is also a time for the family to get together in the evening every day and pray the 

Rosary, read the Bible, etc. Let us keep praying for those who are dying, suffering and working in the 

hospitals especially. We are also invited to thank God every day for the gift of our own life and keeping us all 

safe. Let us try to count the blessings of God, instead of our little problems that we have to face every day.�

     I am happy the see many parents are registering their children online for the Youth Formation program. I 

request those who have not registered yet, to do so at the earliest.�

     I wish you all a great week ahead and God bless you all !�

     � � � � � � � � � � Fr. Baby “Philip” Kuruvilla�

SUNDAY OFFERTORY�

If you are able, please keep up with your giving to the 

parish to help us make up for the loss of our Sunday 

offertory. You can give online on our website: �

saintjosephchurch5.wixsite.com/saintjosephchurch and 

press the pink online giving circle on top of page;  mail in 

or put in drop box by front door of the rectory office. If 

you need any help with online giving, call Donna at 594�

7164.�

We want to especially thank all of you who are signed up 

for automatic giving, and those who have been sending in 

their envelopes. Your faithfulness is more important than 

you can imagine.�

We are praying for each of you during this unprecedented 

crisis. Please know that you can contact the parish office if 

you have an emergency need. We are still the Church, 

even when we cannot come together. �

YOUTH FORMATION (Religious Ed.)�

We are in the process of planning the 2020�21 Youth 

Formation program. Information will be posted on 

Facebook, the bulletin, and/or email. Registration 

forms will be available online, on our website, or in 

paper form, which you can pick up in the entrance of 

church.�

HELP IS AVAILABLE!�

Catholic Charities, Salvation Army, and Lafourche/ Terrebonne/

St. Joseph Parish/Jefferson Governments have funds to provide 

rental, mortgage, and utility assistance to individuals/families 

affected by a loss of a job or a reduction in hours due to the 

COVID�19 shutdown. To apply for the assistance you need to 

apply online. Please search for Catholic Charities Individual & 

Family Assistance website: (https://www.htdiocese.org/

individual�and�family�assistance) to access the online 

application. For more information contact Catholic Charities of 

the Diocese of Houma�Thibodaux at 985�876�0490�

FIRST FRIDAY 

DEVOTION�

First Friday Devotion 

will be held on 

Friday, Aug. 7th, 

beginning with Mass 

at 8:30 a.m., followed 

by a devotional 

service, and quiet 

time before the 

Blessed Sacrament.�

ROSARY AND ADORATION�

The Knights of Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary will 

lead a Rosary and Adoration on Monday, Sept. 

3rd, at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Prompt Succor 

Chapel. Pat Thibodeaux will lead the Rosary. 

September is the month of Sorrowful Mother. Sin 

brings sorrow to Mary’s heart, desiring the 

salvation of the sinner through her prayers and 

intercessions. Pray for all who labor & the 

salvation of sinners All are invited to attend. 

Please practice social distancing and wear a mask.�

SOLEMNITY OF THE 

ASSUMPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY�

This year the Solemnity of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary falls on a Saturday. There is 

no obligation relative to the 

Solemnity of the Assumption this 

year, since August 15

th

 falls on a 

Saturday.  Our Vigil Mass for the 

Solemnity of the Assumption will 

be celebrated on Friday, Aug. 14th, 

at 6 p.m.�



Death and Its Implications in the Context of  Covid�19�

     Death is a reality we take for granted. We have never felt it, seen it, or heard it as we do now, when Covid, another five letter 

word, stares at us. The pandemic has made one thing clear. Beyond geographic barriers, religious walls, social diversities and 

economic disparities, there is one impending fear which hangs over everyone�the fear of death. As the novel virus churns the life of 

peoples across the globe; as it leaves billions isolated within four walls of their living spaces. It all make us to look within, a spark 

that prods us to introspect.�

     What  have we been perusing in life? What have been our priorities? What are we eager to accomplish? What are we trying to 

accumulate in a hurry? Covid time has provoked us to take a re�look at what makes human life meaningful. It has nudged us to look 

at the human and ethical values we should strive for. It calls us to leave behind our abnormal appetite for material possessions and 

endeavors. It tells us about the nothingness of those things that we crave for. Now the time has come to focus on spreading values of 

compassion, generosity, kindness, and empathy for others.�

     When we are driven by self�centered ambitions, these values die a natural death. But when those values become close to our 

heart, we would set apart our limited resources and efforts for the betterment of others. For believers, death is not the end of life, but 

only a change for the beginning of a new life. There is Life after the life in this world. It is to enjoy the bliss of this Life that we 

should engage in corporal works of mercy and compassion. This message is unmistakably conveyed in Jesus words when he said, I 

was hungry and you gave me to eat, I was thirsty and you gave a drink.  Birth is a point in time and death is a point in time, the 

things of both recorded as significant�moment of beginning and moment of end.�

     Birth announces itself nine months in advance, but death will come like a thief, is what we have been told. But today, with the 

pandemic, we are, with paramount consciousness, evading and dodging death every moment  of our living. A microscopic organism 

has stamped its invisible presence onto the psyche of every human and turned all the so�far�considered significant aspects of life 

into utter insignificance.�

     Pursuit of life goals, from the moment of birth to death, moved along a zig�zag route of accumulating accomplishments and 

dodging disappointments. Training even our young to engage in chasing vanity, in big and small ways, is moving on a fast track. 

Today all has been brought to a standstill with death prowling around. Even our little children have not been spared the reality of the 

end, even before they have  begun their life.�

Reconciling to deaths imminent presence is a tough task. It is encompassed in four interconnected reconciliation compartments of 

our thoughts.�

1. Am I reconciled to the idea of death itself? The pandemic has brought the End or at least the perception of the near end to our 

doorstep. Has there ever been an immortal human being? What do I fear? Is it the precise moment of letting go of life and the dear 

ones? Is it possible for one to be prepared to leave everything as it is at a given moment and say yes to the call of death? I say it is 

possible. Your belief in the connect between how you have responsibly lived your life and understanding death as only a passing 

from one phase to the next phase of life.�

2. Am I reconciled within me of myself? Are we looking backward into the yester�days and walking into the future carrying with us 

the regrets of our failures and arrogance of our  achievements? Wisdom springs from deep within the self more through experiences 

of pain and meaninglessness than from the vanity of chasing allurements glee. Many a life situations may have caused us to make  

incorrect judgments and impacted our thoughts ,words and actions. The self has the power to pass�over the past over both the ego�

levitators and the ego�diminishes, after drawing out learnings from them and networking them up in the storehouse of the mind and 

the heart producing  the resultant�wisdom. This is the basic of living in mindfulness. The gait adopted each new morning determines 

how to go to sleep that night. Then our souls are ready to pass on into eternal sleep with no holding back.�

3. Am I reconciled with me in relation to others: Maintaining ego equality between two individuals, ego is the key to peaceful 

coexistence. The toughest of all commandments, opposing human natural tendency is to love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you . (Mathew 5:44). The most important teaching of Jesus is about forgiveness. If we want to make life meaningful to 

ourselves and others, we should not keep any ill feeling or enmity towards anyone.�

4. Am I reconciled with God?: The pandemic has brought many a stark realities of life to the fore�front. To this world you came 

alone; from this world you leave alone, with the possibility of no loved one being allowed to accompany you. Secondly, you will 

continue only as a trace memory for a while, only for a while, as others have to go ahead with the struggles of living and making a 

living. The goal, of the living, will need to be directed toward overcoming the fear of death and embrace the eternal God and 

become one with the ultimate Power. Thus we are called to reconcile ourselves with God, as we see our end might come sooner than 

we thought. God is the giver of life and He is the one who opens the door of eternal life. What should matter most in our life should 

be God. When we are righteous before God, we are at peace, and death would never scare us. Once we have that relationship with 

God, we will be able to trust Him and will know for sure He will take care of us here in this life and in the life to come. So let us not 

be carried away by the fear of death, but build up our relationship with God.�



Monday, Aug. 3rd, Weekday: (Jer 28:1�17; Mt 

14:22�36)�

Tuesday, Au. 4th, St. John Vianney: (Jer 30:1�2, 12

�15, 18�22; Mt 14:22�36 or Mt 15:1�2, 10�14)�

Wednesday, Aug. 5th, Weekday, (The Dedication of 

the Basillica of St. Mary Major): (Jer 31:1�7; Mt 

15:21�28) All Souls List Paul Chauvin�

Thursday, Aug. 6th, The Transfiguration of the 

Lord: (Dn 7:9�10, 13�14; 2 Pt 1:16�19) �

Friday, Aug. 7th, Weekday (St. Sixtus II; St. 

Cajetan): (Na 2:1, 3, 3:1�3, 6�7; Mt 16:24�28) Earl 

Pellegrin, Sr. (anniv.); Earl Pellegrin, Jr.; Jackson 

Sadler; Angelo Roberts, Jr.; Luby “Richard| Neal�

Saturday, Aug. 8th, St. Dominic:  (Hb 1:12�2:4; 

Mt 17:14�20) Danny Lirette, Jr.; Mary Beth D. Price; 

Earl Pellegrin, Jr. & Sr.; Fr. Gus & Josette Lapeyrouse 

& family; Patricia Ann Trahan & family; Noel Curby 

Foret, Jr.; Lawrence & Hilda Foret; Marie Eschete; 

Gurvis “Go” Blanchard; Joyce Martinez; Nolan & Ora 

Portier; Clyde & Dorothy Domangue and Liz & 

Randy; �

Sunday, Aug. 9th, Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time: (1 Kgs 19:9a, 11�13a; Rom 9:1�5; Mt 14:22�

33) 8 a.m. Mary Louise Authement; Octave 

Lapeyrouse; Eva & Edward Trahan; 10 a.m. St. Joseph 

Parish Family; Jonathon Theriot; Eudras & Joann 

Prosperie and family; Ernest & Virginia 

Constrantiche; Gregory Lopez; Una Arcement�

�Dates� Liturgical Ministers�

Saturday�

August 8th�

4 p.m.�

Commentator: Pat Thibodeaux�

Lector: Monique Dupre�

Rosary: Dreus Lapeyrouse�

Sunday�

August 9th�

8 a.m.�

Commentator: Craig Bascle�

Lector: Jamie Robichaux�

Rosary: Merita Lyons�

Sunday�

August 9th�

10 a.m.�

Commentator: Kristy Callahan�

Lector: Tracie Defelice�

Rosary: Sylvia Trahan�

In the Charity of Prayer, �

please remember: �

Mercedes Brunet; �

 & Kenny Pellegrin�

who returned to the Lord. �

Also please pray that their family 

finds comfort and consolation �

in their faith. �



IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK�

Monday, August 3rd: �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

�� Rosary & Adoration�OLOPS Chapel/ 7 p.m.�

Tuesday, August 4th:  �

�� Church Cleaning�5:15 p.m./Missy’s Group�

Wednesday, August 5th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

Thursday,  August 6th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

�� Donna’s Birthday�

Friday,  August 7th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

�� First Friday Devotion�9 a.m.�

Saturday,  August 8th:  �

�� Rosary�3:35 p.m.�

�� Mass�4 p.m.�

Sunday,  August 9th:  �

�� Rosary�7:35 a.m.�

�� Mass�8 a.m.�

�� Rosary�9:35 a.m.�

�� Mass�10 a.m. (live stream also)�

Prayer for the Protection �

Against Hurricanes and Storms�

Our Father in Heaven through the intercession of Our 

Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us during this 

hurricane season from all harm. Protect us and our 

homes from all disasters of nature. Our Lady of 

Prompt Succor, hasten to help us. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen�

BAPTISMS�

Baptisms are now being 

scheduled. We will do 

Baptisms after 4 p.m. Mass on 

Saturday and 10 a.m. Mass on 

Sunday. Call the church office 

to set up a date.�
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Pre-Need Arrangements
Cremation Options
Traditional Services
635 Bayou Blue Rd

851-6540

Samart Funeral HomeSamart Funeral Home
of Houma

Bayouside
Florist & Gifts
Flowers & Gifts for all Occasions!

594-6704
5228 Hwy 56 • Chauvin, LA

We Deliver!

 R.G. 
 LeCompte

AUTO, HARDWARE, & 
MARINE SUPPLIES INC.

594-3616
5468 HIGHWAY 56 • CHAUVIN, LA 70344

Down Home,
Down the Street

5308 Hwy 56, Chauvin
985-594-3076

Clearview
Mini-Mart

5110 Hwy 56, Chauvin
985-594-7528

PORT MARINE 
VAC. SERVICES 
256 Thompson Road 

Houma 
985-872-2142

Price Seafood 
Louisiana 
Dried Shrimp 

594-3067

132 Intracoastal Drive • Houma, LA 70363
985.876.7982 | Fax 985.876.7989

leblanc@leblancandassociates.com

HVAC
Refrigeration

Galley Equipment
Custom Metal

Fabrication
www.leblancandassociates.com

Building Materials
Lumber
Flooring

Cabinets
Hardware

 Paint
Generations of quality products and personal service

985.594.3311
5573 Highway 56 • Chauvin, LA 70344

www.chauvinbrothers.com

Lapeyrouse Seafood, Bar, 
Grocery & Campground, Inc.

985-594-2600
6890 Hwy 56, Chauvin, LA 70344

lapeyrousegrocery@att.net

 3792 Hwy. 56 5534 Hwy. 56
 Houma Chauvin
 853-2687 594-3112 

Darryl Brue
Agent

Auto • Fire • Bank
www.darrylbrue.com

1950 Prospect Blvd., Houma 851-2584

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency
854 Ground Caillou Rd • Houma

985-872-0201/Toll Free 877-273-2556
shebert@allstate.com

24-Hour Customer Service

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today! 
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496 


