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5232 Highway 56 � Chauvin, LA 70344�

Office: (985) 594�5859�

September 6, 2020  �   Twenty�Third Sunday in Ordinary Time�

     PARISH STAFF�     �

Fr. Baby “Philip” Kuruvilla, Pastor�

Deacon Gary Lapeyrouse                               �

Donna Matherne, Bookkeeper    �

Melanie Soudelier, Secretary                       �

Al Lyons, Maintenance �

Anita Boudreaux, Adult Education  �

Kristy Callahan, Director of Youth Formation� �

       E�MAIL ADDRESS� � �              PARISH WEBSITE�� � �             FACEBOOK� �

     saintjosephchurch@charter.net                     http://saintjosephchurch5.wixsite.com/saintjosephchurch              https://www.facebook.com/stjoseph.catholicchurch.9/�

SAINT JOSEPH �

If you are in need of assistance call the 

church office at 985�594�5859 or �

Melanie Soudelier  985�856�3654�

RECONCILIATION�

Please call the Church Office for an appointment�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND SEMINARS �

Please call the church office for more information �

ANOINTING AND COMMUNION OF THE SICK�

Please call the Church office to make arrangements for receiving 

these Sacraments. �

WEDDINGS�

Arrangements should be made with the priest or deacon six 

months in advance. Call the church office to set up an 

appointment.�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays:�

Monday, Wednesday (Novena), �

Thursday & Friday � 8:30 a.m.�

1st Friday Devotion�9 a.m.�

Weekend:�

Saturdays � 4 p.m.�

Sundays � 8 & 10 a.m. �



Volume 56� � � � � � � � � � �        Number  8�

Pastor Notes:�

     We can never stop thanking God for sparing us from the storm Laura enough. When we pray with faith we know 

what God does in our life, and it is an example of God’s mercy and compassion. May this experience of God’s love, help 

us to trust and love Him more. At the same time let us not forget those people who are affected by this storm Laura. Let 

us extend our helping hand and pray that they get all the help to recover from  the effect of this storm. �

     As our children start going to school, let us take all the precautions, and pray that they all will be safe in the school. I 

wish all the teachers and children every success in this school year, especially at a time when all are facing Covid�19. 

May God protect every one of you! �

     I wish you all a great Labor day weekend and God bless you all!� � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � Fr. Baby “Philip” Kuruvilla�

Labor Day Reflections�

As this weekend is Labor Day in the United States, it seems good to reflect on some teachings about human labor from the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC). �

1.�  Human labor precedes Original Sin and hence is not an imposition due to sin but rather part of our original dignity.�

God places [Man] in the garden. There he lives “to till it and keep it.” Work is not yet a burden, but rather the 

collaboration of man and woman with God in perfecting the visible creation (CCC #378). Note that our dignity is that we 

are to work with God to perfect creation. Adam and Eve were told by God to fill the earth and subdue it (Gen 1:28). 

Radical environmentalism often presents a far more negative view of humanity’s interaction with the environment. While 

we have not always done well in treating the environment, it is wrong to think of the created world as better without 

humanity’s presence. Rather, it is our dignity to work with God in perfecting nature. Note also the description of work as 

not burdensome prior to the advent of sin. Man and woman did have work to do, but it was not experienced as a burden. 

Only after Original Sin did work come to be perceived in this way: Eve would bring forth her children in pain and Adam 

would only get his food by the “sweat of his brow” (Gen 3:16, 19). �

2.� Human work is a duty and prolongs the work of creation. Human work proceeds directly from persons created in the 

image of God and called to prolong the work of creation by subduing the earth, both with and for one another. Hence 

work is a duty: “If anyone will not work, let him not eat” [2 Thess 3:10]. Work honors the Creator’s gifts and the talents 

received from him (CCC #2427). See again the emphasis on our dignity as collaborators with God in the work of creation 

and in perfecting what God has begun! Not everyone can work in the same way. Age and handicap may limit a person’s 

ability to perform manual labor. Further, talents and state in life tend to focus one’s work in specific areas. All, however, 

are called to work in some way. Even the bedridden can pray and offer their suffering for the good of others. �

3.� Work can be sanctifying and redemptive. [Work] can also be redemptive. By enduring the hardship of work in union with 

Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth and the one crucified on Calvary, man collaborates in a certain fashion with the Son of 

God in his redemptive work. He shows himself to be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily, in the work he is 

called to accomplish. Work can be a means of sanctification and a way of animating earthly realities with the Spirit of 

Christ (CCC #2427). In his mercy God has not forsaken sinful man. The punishments consequent upon sin, “pain in 

childbearing” and toil “in the sweat of your brow,” also embody remedies that limit the damaging effects of sin (CCC # 

1609). Sin has brought upon us many weaknesses and selfish tendencies. Work can serve as a remedy through which we 

are strengthened  unto discipline, contribution to the common good, and cooperation with others in attaining good ends. �

4.� Work is an acceptable sacrifice to God. [The] laity, dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are 

marvelously called and prepared so that even richer fruits of the Spirit maybe produced in them. For all their works, 

prayers, and apostolic undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if they are 

accomplished in the Spirit�indeed even the hardships of life if patiently borne�all these become spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. In the celebration of the Eucharist these may most fittingly be offered to the 

Father along with the body of the Lord (CCC # 901). �

5.� To work is to participate in the common good. Participation [in the common good] is achieved first of all by taking�

charge of the areas for which one assumes personal responsibility: by the care taken for the education of his family, by 

conscientious work, and so forth, man participates in the good of others and of society (CCC #1914). We work not only to 

benefit ourselves but also to contribute to the good of others and society in general. We do this first by caring for our own 

needs to the extent possible, thus not burdening others unnecessarily. We also contribute to the common good by 

supplying  our talent and work in such a way as to contribute to the overall availability of goods and services in the 

community. We supply our human talent and the fruits of our labor to others, while at the same time purchasing the goods 

and services of others. �

The key word seems to be “dignity.” Human work proceeds from our dignity as collaborators with God in perfecting and 

completing the work of creation. Everyone can work and should do so in the ways possible for him or her, not merely out of a 

sense of duty but also because it is the essence of dignity.�



BAPTISMS�

Baptisms are now being scheduled after the 4 p.m. Mass 

on Saturday and the 10 a.m. Mass on Sunday. Call the 

church office, at 594�5859 to schedule.�

In the Charity of Prayer, please remember: �

Leona Blanchard, Melvin Gaston, �

Judy Lapeyrouse, Olivia “Poule” Lapeyrouse,�

Richard Nelton, Riley Nelton, �

Bertha “Mae Mae” Pellegrin�

who returned to the Lord. Also please pray that their 

family finds comfort and consolation in their faith.�

YOUTH FORMATION (Religious Ed.)�

We are in the process of planning the 2020�21 Youth 

Formation program. Information will be posted on 

Facebook, the bulletin, and/or email. Registration 

forms will be available online, on our website, or in 

paper form, which you can pick up in the entrance of 

church. Classes begin in September, please register 

as soon as possible.�

Prayer for the Protection �

Against Hurricanes and Storms�

Our Father in Heaven through the intercession of Our 

Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us during this hurricane 

season from all harm. Protect us and our homes from 

all disasters of nature. Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 

hasten to help us. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.�

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION�

The Diocese of Houma�Thibodaux is inviting all couples 

married in the Catholic church, who are celebrating their 25th, 

40th, 50

th

, or 60th (and beyond), anniversary during 2020, to 

one of two Diocesan Liturgies of the Word, which will be 

celebrated Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday November 

22nd, respectively at St. Joseph Co�Cathedral, both at 3:00 PM.  

The celebration will not be a Mass, but a Liturgy of the Word. 

If you wish to participate in this program, contact St. Joseph at 

594�5859, before September 18th, to register. All registered 

anniversary couples will receive an inscribed diocesan 

certificate at our celebration at St. Joseph on November 7th & 

8th at all masses.�

HOUMA LIFE CHAIN �

The annual Houma Life Chain will be held on Respect 

Life Sunday, October 4

th

, 2020 from 2�3 P.M.  (rain or 

shine).  Those participating will line up along the median 

of Tunnel Boulevard in Houma and stand prayerfully, 

silently holding Life Chain signs.  Pick up signs at Mr. 

Ronnie’s Donuts. Join with other pro�life Christians to 

make a statement to our community that:�

�  “ABORTION KILLS CHILDREN”�

ROSARY AND ADORATION�

The Knights of Columbus & 

Ladies Auxiliary will lead a Rosary 

and Adoration on Monday, Sept. 

7th, at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of 

Prompt Succor Chapel. John 

Voisin will lead the Rosary. 

September is the month of 

Sorrowful Mother. Sin brings 

sorrow to Mary’s heart, her 

motherly heart desiring the 

salvation of the sinner through her 

prayers and intercessions. Pray for 

all who labor & the salvation of 

sinners All are invited to attend. 

SUPPLY DRIVE�

To help our brothers and sisters who are recovering from 

Hurricane Laura, Catholic Charities will be coordinating a 

diocesan wide supply drive. We are looking to collect the 

supplies as quickly as possible with the hopes of 

delivering them to one or more of the impacted areas 

within the next two weeks. Once all the donated items are 

gathered, Catholic Charities will coordinate with the 

Catholic Charities/Disaster Relief  Organization in the 

impacted areas to make sure that the supplies get into the 

hands that need them. �

Please also note that we will only collect the items on the 

following list:�

Heavy duty 5 gallon buckets�             Paper towels�

Personal Protective Equipment �             Rakes�

Heavy duty brooms and dustpans           Shovels�

Disposable face masks� �             Tarps�

Large sponges and dish sponges�            Bleach�

Heavy duty garbage bags�             Hand Sanitizer�

Towels for cleaning� �             Diapers �

Laundry Detergent� �             Hygiene Products�

Hammers and crowbars��            Heavy duty gloves�

Toilet paper/tissue paper�             Heavy duty mops��

Disinfectant Cleaners�

�

Please drop off in the entrance of Church.�

SECOND COLLECTION�

The second collection for the weekend of September 

12th & 13th is to help with the maintenance of St. 

Joseph Parish.�



Monday, Sept. 7th, Weekday: (1 Cor 5:1�8; Lk 6:6�11) 

8:30 a.m. �

Tuesday, Sept. 8th, The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary: (Mi 5:1�4a or Rom 8:28�30; Mt 1:1�16, 18�23 or 

1:18�23)�

Wednesday, Sept. 9th, St. Peter Claver: (1 Cor 7:25�

31; Lk 6:20�26) 8:30 a.m. All Souls List �

Thursday, Sept. 10th, Weekday: (1 Cor 8:1b�7, 11�13; 

Lk 6:27�38) 8:30 a.m. �

Friday, Sept. 11th, Weekday: (1 Cor 9:16�19, 22b�27; 

Lk 6:39�42) 8:30 a.m. Virgil & Lydie Falgout�

Saturday, Sept. 12th, Weekday, (The Most Holy 

Name of Mary):  (1 Cor 10:14:22; Lk 6:43�49) 4 p.m. 

Danny Lirette, Jr.; Mary Beth D. Price; Earl Pellegrin, Jr. 

& Sr.; Fr. Gus, & Josette Lapeyrouse & family; Patricia 

Ann Trahan & family; Noel Curby Foret, Jr.; Lawrence 

& Hilda Foret; Marie Eschete; Gurvis “Go” Blanchard; 

Leon “Ponoke” Champagne; The Courteaux family; Mr. 

& Mrs. Willard Fanguy; Milton “Pete” Pitre; Andrew 

“Boy” LeBoeuf; Allie & Trasimond Portier; Wiley & 

Bernice Lirette & family; Frank Folse; Louis J. & Audie 

J. Collins; Harold Foret, Sr.; Jill & Jeannetta Lyons;  

Beatrice & Arthur Thibodeaux (anniv.); Lorena 

Lapeyrouse�

Sunday, Sept. 13th, Twenty�Fourth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time: (Sir 27:30�28:7; Rom 14:7�9; Mt 

18:21�35) 8 a.m. Eva & Edward Trahan; Russell 

Soulet; Luby “Richard” Neal 10 a.m. St. Joseph Parish 

Family; Jonathon Theriot; Eudras & Joann Prosperie 

and family; Ernest & Virginia Constrantiche; Gregory 

Lopez; Floyd LeBoeuf; Donald John Tivet, Jr.; Norman 

Rodrigue; Della & Walter Lapeyrouse; Jody Price; Reed 

Thomas Ledet; Jamie Louviere; Richard Nelton; Bertha 

“Mae Mae” Pellegrin; Judy Lapeyrouse; Una Arcement�

HELP IS AVAILABLE�

Catholic Charities, Salvation Army, and Lafourche/ 

Terrebonne/St. Joseph Parish/Jefferson Governments have 

funds to provide rental, mortgage, and utility assistance to 

individuals/families affected by a loss of a job or a 

reduction in hours due to the COVID�19 shutdown. To 

apply for the assistance you need to apply online. Please 

search for Catholic Charities Individual & Family 

Assistance website: (https://www.htdiocese.org/individual�

and�family�assistance) to access the online application. For 

more information contact Catholic Charities of the Diocese 

of Houma�Thibodaux at 985�876�0490�

 Mass Attendance�

 Sept. 29th& 30th�

Saturday, 4 p.m.:      92�

Sunday,   8 a.m.:      52�

              10 a.m.:      52�

� �      196�



IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK�

Monday, September 7th: �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

�� Rosary and Adoration at OLOPS Chapel�7 p.m.�

Tuesday, September 8th:  �

�� Church Cleaning�5 p.m./Phylis’s Group�

Wednesday, September 9th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

�� Pastoral Council Meeting�6:30 p.m.�

Thursday,  September 10th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

Friday,  September 11th:  �

�� Rosary�8:05 a.m.�

�� Mass�8:30 a.m.�

Saturday,  September 12th:  �

�� Rosary�3:35 p.m.�

�� Mass�4 p.m.�

�� Maintenance Collection�

Sunday,  September 13th:  �

�� Rosary�7:35 a.m.�

�� Mass�8 a.m.�

�� Rosary�9:35 a.m.�

�� Mass�10 a.m. (live stream also)�

�� Maintenance Collection�

Contributions for �

August 22 & 23, 2020�

�

Envelopes  ……...…....……..      $4,412.00�

Loose………………………..             89.00    �

Total Contributions.…….…      $4,501.00�

�

Charity Env. …………….….         $716.00�

Loose ……………………….             48.50    �

Total Contributions.…….…         $764.50�

�

Online Giving ……….…….          $220.00�

�

August 29 & 30, 2020�

�

Envelopes  ……...…....……..      $5,077.00�

Loose………………………..           163.00    �

Total Contributions.…….…      $5,240.00�

�

Online Giving ……….…….            $45.00�

�
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Pre-Need Arrangements
Cremation Options
Traditional Services
635 Bayou Blue Rd

851-6540

Samart Funeral HomeSamart Funeral Home
of Houma

Bayouside
Florist & Gifts
Flowers & Gifts for all Occasions!

594-6704
5228 Hwy 56 • Chauvin, LA

We Deliver!

 R.G. 
 LeCompte

AUTO, HARDWARE, & 
MARINE SUPPLIES INC.

594-3616
5468 HIGHWAY 56 • CHAUVIN, LA 70344

Down Home,
Down the Street

5308 Hwy 56, Chauvin
985-594-3076

Clearview
Mini-Mart

5110 Hwy 56, Chauvin
985-594-7528

PORT MARINE 
VAC. SERVICES 
256 Thompson Road 

Houma 
985-872-2142

Price Seafood 
Louisiana 
Dried Shrimp 

594-3067

132 Intracoastal Drive • Houma, LA 70363
985.876.7982 | Fax 985.876.7989

leblanc@leblancandassociates.com

HVAC
Refrigeration

Galley Equipment
Custom Metal

Fabrication
www.leblancandassociates.com

Building Materials
Lumber
Flooring

Cabinets
Hardware

 Paint
Generations of quality products and personal service

985.594.3311
5573 Highway 56 • Chauvin, LA 70344

www.chauvinbrothers.com

Lapeyrouse Seafood, Bar, 
Grocery & Campground, Inc.

985-594-2600
6890 Hwy 56, Chauvin, LA 70344

lapeyrousegrocery@att.net

 3792 Hwy. 56 5534 Hwy. 56
 Houma Chauvin
 853-2687 594-3112 

Darryl Brue
Agent

Auto • Fire • Bank
www.darrylbrue.com

1950 Prospect Blvd., Houma 851-2584

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency
854 Ground Caillou Rd • Houma

985-872-0201/Toll Free 877-273-2556
shebert@allstate.com

24-Hour Customer Service

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today! 
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496 


