7th Sunday of Easter
The Ascension

St. Mary Parish

May 24, 2020

Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm
Sunday Masses: 6am, 9am, 11:30am, and
6pm LIFE TEEN Mass
Weekday Mass: Monday- Friday: 6am,
7:25am, and Saturday: 7am
Holy Days: Vigil- 5:30pm; 6:00am, 7:25am,
8:10am (during the school year) and 5:30pm
Reconciliation:
Saturdays: 4- 4:45pm or anytime by
appointment
Adoration:
Fridays: 24 hours following 6am Mass in the
Adoration Chapel

Meeting Schedule
Monday- St. Vincent de Paul 5:00pm
SOM Building (2nd and 4th Mondays of the
month)
Tuesday- Men’s Prayer Group 6:30am
Rectory;
Thursday- RCIA 7pm SOM Bldg.
beginning in September

Parish Staff

Pastor: Rev. Msgr. G. Warren Wall
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Cecil Spotswood
Deacon: Deacon Ernest Johnson
Church Office Administrator: Sandi Clark
Pastoral Assistant: Laurel Wallace
Director of Development: Marcelle Naman
Volunteer Coordinator: Millie Dixon
Organist/Music Director: Richard Courtney
Music Team: Mary Catherine Sylvester; Canticle Choir
School Principal: Deborah Ollis
MDO Co-Directors: Alex Stroecker
Director of Youth Ministry: Drew Donovan
Director of Religious Education: Steve Dolan, Jr.

School

Church

106 Providence St.
Mobile, Alabama 36604
251-432-8678

www.stmarymobile.org

107 N. Lafayette St.
Mobile, Alabama 36604
251-433-9904

www.stmarymobile.org

Gospel Meditation:
May 24, 2020
7th Sunday of Easter

(©LPi )What does faith and religion do for us?
Ultimately, they remind us of some truths we conveniently
forget: we are created by a loving God, we have
imperfections, we sin, we need to be forgiven, we have a
mission and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and we
hunger for the joy of salvation. These are human truths
that are not dependent upon whether we like them.
Ignoring them places us on the paths of comfort and
satisfaction as we blindly pursue the busyness and
superﬁciality of our empty lives. Instead of pursuing
supernatural and lasting pleasure, we choose things that
are easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses,
cars, fame, popularity, self-achievement and satisfaction,
physical enjoyment, and the like.
We may also ﬁnd ourselves falling victim to more negative
responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, pride,
gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can become so
hardened to the truth that violence becomes the response
of ﬁrst choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as Pope
Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be a ﬁeld hospital
that has to be prepared to provide people with the
remedy they need. What we need is Jesus Christ. The
Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments, exists to
help make Christ present and real for us. Once we ﬁnd
Christ, we ﬁnd joy. Joy is a matter of the heart that is
beyond pleasure and happiness. It is not found in some
earthly satisfaction, only in Christ.
Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then
we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should
know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent,
Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and
pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at what
price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage remarked
that it took so much eﬀort and so many attempts to
convince his wife that they were meant to be together.
Even his friends told him he was foolish. He easily could
have given up and pursued other interests. He chose to
persevere and is so grateful that he made that choice
because he now has a pearl of great price. Do we see a
value in persevering in our faith regardless of the cost? If
we don’t take the risk, we could lose more than we know.

5/17 Stewardship Report

Sunday Collection:
Will be in next week’s total
Mailed in:
$3,826.00
Online:
$3,172.00.00
Total:
$6,998.00
We accept donations via mail or on line at stmarymobile.org.
We deeply appreciate your generosity in these uncertain times
and we understand if you are unable to give.

Weekly Mass Intentions
Sunday:
6am- Kilday Family (l&d)
9am- Parishioners of St. Mary
11:30am- Elizabeth Ann Jackson (d)
6pm-

First Holy Communion is being

rescheduled for the Fall months. Families desiring their
child to receive the Sacrament before then may contact the
Parish Oﬃce to schedule a sooner time. Those children
will still be able to join in their class’s celebration.

Gospel Meditation: The Ascension of the Lord

A pair of ducks found their way to the same little corner of
the property year after year. Sheltered by a
little grove of trees, they quickly made their
preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, and
welcome in a new family. Then one year,
only one of the ducks came to that little
corner. She went about the business of building a nest, but
this time, she was clearly unsettled. She would wander
around, sometimes seemingly without purpose, almost
hoping perhaps that her mate might come along. But, she
remained alone. There were many times when we could
hear her “crying”, mourning her loneliness and lack of
purpose, sitting on a batch of eggs that would never hatch.
One day, she quietly left that little corner never to return
again.
Many human beings approach life this way. We
silently grieve our loneliness, lack of direction, and sense
of purpose. Maybe life once had meaning for us, but
nothing seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any
longer. We wander around looking and hoping for
someone or something to come our way. We may even sob
at times, wailing as we sit with the misery of our pain. Will
happiness ever come our way again? Or will we simply
leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost,
wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle or
where to make a home.
We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the
Ascension shows us, with clear vision, who Jesus
really is! Understanding ourselves in Christ really changes
things up and reorients us to our greater purpose,
mission, and meaning. We are part of the cosmic wonder
of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery, destined
to be much more than what we now know ourselves to
be. Could Jesus’ friends know who he would become? If
we can ﬁnd the Christ present within and see the Christ
bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then we can
come to know our truth and understand where our home
and life is meant to be.
Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the
certain knowledge that you are an unconditionally loved
child of God gives you the axis and the safe harbor to
cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy will
be yours, and you can discover your true meaning and
purpose. Look within, look without, look above, and look
below. You are not alone. Trust that God will lead you
where you need to be and transform you into who you
really are. ©LPi

Monday:
6am- Holy Souls in Purgatory
7:25amTuesday:
6am7:25am-

If you have a bulletin submission or suggestion please email Emily Montague at emontague@stmarymobile.org two weeks prior to the desired publish date.

www.stmarymobile.org

Guidlines for Public Mass:

Plans for Conﬁrmation,
the 8th Grade Completion Mass, and for those
who were to enter fully into the church at Easter
are in the works. Please stay tuned to the
bulletin, Facebook, the website, and emails for
upcoming information.

The following actions will be required for any Mass
in the Archdiocese of Mobile. Any church unable to
strictly fulfill these requirements may not have public
Masses.
1) No one, clergy or laity, is to attend Mass if they feel
sick.
2) A general dispensation from the obligation to attend
Mass remains in effect.
3) Social spacing in churches is required. Only every
other pew may be used; the other pew will need to be
cordoned off by ribbon or cord.
4) The use of pews must respect social distancing. Care
must be exercised that only the proper number of
people attend Mass so that social distancing may be
maintained. This means that no one is to sit within 6 feet
of one another unless living in the same household.
5) Hymnals and other shared worship aids may not be
used. Only one use worship aids may be used.
6) A choir or musicians may be present but only if the
same social distancing is maintained.
7) Liturgical ministers must also observe social
distancing.
8) Offertory baskets may not be passed person to person.
9) The Sign of Peace may be retained but no physical
contact is required.
10) Communicants are to keep social distancing when in
the Communion line.
11) Communion is not to be distributed from the chalice.
12) Only the priest(s) may distribute Communion.
13) Priests are to sanitize their hands before distributing
Communion.
14) Only priest concelebrants may use intinction.
Deacons may only receive the consecrated host.
15) Communicants are to maintain social distancing
when receiving Communion from the priest.
16) No kneelers, Communion rails, or other shared
surfaces may be used at the distribution of Communion.
17) Although people may wear masks and gloves to Mass,
Communion may not be distributed or received with
gloves.
18) The priest is to take care that he does not touch the
communicant. If he does, he is to re-sanitize his hands
before continuing distribution of Communion.
19) People should be asked to maintain social distancing
when departing the church at the end of Mass.
20) Pews/common surfaces are to be disinfected between
Masses.

Kurt Thompson,
Rev. Matthew Venuti,
Cindy Klotz, Sonja Powell,
John Stringfellow, Ellen Reilly,
Christy Blackmon, Kim Lowe, Tom Davis, Harry Savells,
Holly Reese, Sheri Graham, Emily Talasek, Larry Bush,
Sr. Raymond, L.S.P., William Anderson, Walter Neese,
Butch McPherson, Gwendolyn Daigle, Ollie McNichol,
Martha Delmas, Donna Voivedich, Pat Anderson,
Jennifer Clark, Gary Henrickson, Beatrice Tyler,
Travis Conner, Fr. David Carucci, Bruce Conaway,
Hoagy Kearns, Janet Pierre, Claujia Williams,
Michael Newburn, Eddie Serda, Milton Days,
Susan Sweeney, Anthony Gambino, Betty Spotswood,
David Knizley, Ashley Spillman, Jimmy Van Hoof,
Francis Arata, Kathie Wall, Marian Imsand,
Lendora Freeman, Ann Schilling, Lynne Blissett,
Karen Clarke Andrews, Gary Graham, Jeanelle Clarke,
Anne Marie Stanley, Betsy McAleer, Peggy Hasser,
Harold Harden, Theresa Hardin, Shannon Milling,
John Hayes, Georgia Dominick, Agnes Hooks, Pete Banks,
Graham Family, Pat Hyland, Genie Tallon,
Daniel Lawrence, Dorothy Rose, Laura Cummings,
Fr. John Holleman, Carnes Craig, Felice Lomangino,
Philip Tapia, Dale Andrews, Pamela Stiles, Tonya Edwards,
Javon Edwards, Preston Griﬃth, James O’Donnell,
James Patterson, Larua Cummings,
Karen Johnson, Bob Collier, Sandra Edwards,
Stan Anderson, Jack Burke
Pray for all the faithfully
departed that they may
enjoy eternal life with Christ:
Eugene Lang, husband of Idella and father of Brian;
Frank Daﬃn, husband of Pearly;

Weekly Mass Intentions
Wednesday:
6am- Deacon John Cretaro (d)
7:25am- Angele Nagle (l)

Friday:
6am- Holy Souls in Purgatory
7:25am8:10am- No Mass

Thursday:
6am7:25am-

Saturday:
7am5pm- 1970 Class of McGill-Toolen (50th Reunion)

Please Pray for Pope
Francis’ May
Intention: For Deacons-

We pray that deacons, faithful in
their service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.
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24 Hour
Wrecker
Service

Elaine Sessions

251-751-1212

elainesessions@robertsbrothers.com

SESSIONSTEAM.ROBERTSBROTHERS.COM

collision

251.342.0005

landscape design • installation • maintenance lawn care
pruning fertilization • mulch • annuals • irrigation
stone work • concrete pavers • fountains

automotive & tire solutions
251.445.0004

7060 airport blvd, mobile 7050 airport blvd, mobile

www.spectrum-cc.com

Cody Tatum, Senior Loan Officer
NMLS ID# 729788
ph: 251.706.8001 x3734
c: 205.540.7858
2864 Dauphin St., Mobile AL 36606
ctatum@embracehomeloans.com
Guaranteed On-Time Closing

251.626.5587 www.JubileeScape.com

When You Demand
Nothing But The Very Best,
Mobile Appliance Can Give
You Exactly What You Want.
mobile

7738 mckinley ave • 251.633.3188

daphne

25325 highway 98 • 251.625.8989

destin

5597 us highway 98 • 850.830.2687

We handle car wrecks, nursing home abuse, 18 wheeler accidents,
social security disability, traumatic brain injury cases.

T.S. WALL
& SONS, INC.
251.471.4446 | www.tswall.com

Celebrating 100 Years
of Floorcovering in Mobile
Residential/Commercial
Carpet • Hardwood • Porcelain Tile
Vinyl • Natural Stones
Custom Showers

916 Charleston St.
Mobile, al

251-433-9374
bringing folks together since 1946
open mon-sat

Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today!
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570

St. Mary Parish

stmarymobile.weshareonline.org

11a-11p • sun 10a-11p

Merrill Lynch is proud to support
St. Mary Parish & School
Archie J. LeGrone, CFP®, CPWA®
Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor
(251) 345-0243
archie.legrone@ml.com

Merrill Lynch

3674 Dauphin Street
Mobile, AL 36608

Merrill Lynch is the marketing name for Merrill Lynch Wealth Management, and is made available through MLPF&S. Merrill Edge is available through Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
Incorporated (MLPF&S), and consists of the Merrill Edge Advisory Center (investment guidance) and self-directed online investing. Trust and fiduciary services are provided by U.S. Trust, a
division of Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC, or U.S. Trust Company of Delaware. Both are wholly owned subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. Banking products are provided by Bank
of America, N.A. and affiliated banks, Members FDIC and wholly owned subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. MLPF&S and U.S. Trust make available investment products
sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that are Are Not FDIC Insured
Are Not Bank Guaranteed
May Lose Value
Are Not Deposits
affiliates of Bank of America Corporation. © 2019 Bank of America
Are Not a Condition to Any Banking Service or Activity
Corporation. All rights reserved. AR9H6YJ6-EXP-2019-11-20 Are Not Insured By Any Federal Government Agency
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