17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St. Mary Parish

July 26, 2020

Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm
Sunday Masses: 6am, 9am, 11:30am, and
6pm LIFE TEEN Mass
Weekday Mass: Monday- Friday: 6am,
7:25am, and Saturday: 7am
Holy Days: Vigil- 5:30pm; 6:00am, 7:25am,
8:10am (during the school year) and 5:30pm
Reconciliation:
Saturdays: 4- 4:45pm or anytime by
appointment
Adoration:
Fridays: 24 hours following 6am Mass in the
Adoration Chapel

Meeting Schedule
Monday- St. Vincent de Paul 5:00pm
SOM Building (2nd and 4th Mondays of the
month)
Tuesday- Men’s Prayer Group 6:30am
Rectory;
Thursday- RCIA 7pm SOM Bldg.
beginning in September

Parish Staff

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Vrazel
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Cecil Spotswood
Deacon: Deacon Ernest Johnson
Church Office Administrator: Sandi Clark
Pastoral Assistant: Laurel Wallace
Director of Development: Marcelle Naman
Volunteer Coordinator: Millie Dixon
Organist/Music Director: Richard Courtney
Music Team: Mary Catherine Sylvester; Canticle Choir
School Principal: Deborah Ollis
MDO Director: Alex Stroecker
Director of Youth Ministry: Drew Donovan
Director of Religious Education: Steve Dolan, Jr.

School

Church

106 Providence St.
Mobile, Alabama 36604
251-432-8678
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107 N. Lafayette St.
Mobile, Alabama 36604
251-433-9904
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Gospel Meditation:
July 26, 2020
th
17 Sunday in Ordinary Time

In remembrance of
Archbishop Lipscomb,
I would like to share
with you some excerpts
of a letter I wrote to
him for his birthday
ﬁve years ago. I feel
compelled to share with
you all some of the ways
that I personally have
been touched by his
example and witness
over the years.
September 22, 2015
Dear Archbishop
Lipscomb,
Today someone brought to
my attention that
yesterday was your birthday. Happy Belated Birthday! I
would have liked to have sent you greetings in time for
yesterday, but I hope you will not begrudge me the few extra
days it will take this letter to reach you.
I have for quite some time wished to convey to you just how
much you have inﬂuenced me throughout my life. Without
your generosity, your example, your knowledge, and your
love for God and his people in this archdiocese, I do not think I
would have found my way to the priesthood, nor to the profound joy that this ministry brings.
…
Since we are both native priests of our archdiocese, I recognize
your love for this place and its people, and I have sought to
emulate it in my own ministry. I do not mean to ignore the
many beneﬁts that come from the point of view of non-native
clergy and leadership. An outside eye is an indispensable help
in all things. Still, it has been a point of pride for me to have an
archbishop who is from the same city as me and who values the
same history, landmarks, and culture which I value.
Your example of love for Mobile extends far beyond the
nostalgic. I remember a time that you calmed a naive
seminarian in the midst of existential crisis. In the early
summer of 2003, I found myself concerned with the souls of the
thousands of anonymous unchurched heathens throughout the
world. Where they were, I did not know, but I had to ﬁnd them
and introduce them to Christ. You were very patient with me,
and as I prepared to leave everything behind to go be (to my
mind) like Francis Xavier, you very directly reminded me that
there were many poor and unchurched people right here in the
archdiocese. Might the Lord be calling me to minister to them?

A single mother who has a child with special needs
works two jobs and sacriﬁces much of her own pleasures in order to be available for her son. Being the best
mother possible is important to her and brings her joy.
We are willing to make great and often heroic sacriﬁces for those people and things that matter most to us.
Unless there is something of obvious importance to
us in our immediate path, we can easily approach life
in a more haphazard and chaotic way. We jump from
one thing to another, responding to whatever it is that
is competing for our attention at that moment. When
everything is important, nothing is important.
If we do not wear the right pair of glasses, we can get all
too easily caught up in the superﬁcial stuﬀ and neglect
paying attention to the things that really matter. The
kingdom of God is like the pearl of great price that is
worth selling everything for so that it can be obtained.
Based on where I invest my time and energy each day, I
really wonder whether I am serving God’s kingdom or
my own. Have you ever considered tracking how you
spend your time? You may be surprised! We allow our
agendas to set the clock of our lives. We forget that joy
and a true sense of purpose are not going to be found
in following that timepiece. Joy is the expression of the
happiness that is discovered when living in the kingdom of God. When our agenda matches God, not only
do we leap for joy but God leaps with delight as well.
Our well-being is what matters most to God.
Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is easy to
deaden our senses to the whole reality of God and the
joy that living the Gospel can bring. The demands of
secular life and the agendas competing for our attention can quickly do that. We can get tired and spiritually
apathetic. But if we can see our way through all of the
conﬂicting voices and hear the voice of God, we can
rediscover our zeal and passion and redirect our eﬀorts.
When we begin to see as God sees, we can rise each day
and notice what really needs our attention and embrace
it with exuberance. Be careful, though. It may not be
what we originally had on our list. Responding to it,
however, will be worth putting everything else aside.
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You then sent me up to spend a summer
in Eufaula (making me the ﬁrst of many
seminarians to work with Fr. David
July 28th, 29th, 30th from 9am-2pm
Shoemaker). Those weeks in Barbour
August 3rd- August 6th from 8am-2pm
County completely expelled from my mind
August 10th- August 11th from 8am-3pm
any scruples I had about a mission abroad
left unfulﬁlled. Thank you for keeping
Stewardship Report
my feet on the ground and my eyes on the
We apologize for the inconsistancy of the
needs of the local church.
Stewardship Reports because of dealing with
Furthermore, thank you for teaching me so much about the
Covid among staﬀ. We will resume as soon as
history of that church. While I was studying in Washington,
possible. Thank you for your patience.
I took the time to read your dissertation on the life of Michael
Portier. I’m sure I told you then that I had read it, but my
Please Pray for Pope Francis’ July
enthusiasm was not at all meant as ﬂattery. The dissertation
Intention:
Our Families- We pray that today’s
was a work that shapes my priesthood even today. For i
families may be accompanied with love,
nstance, I will never forget our ﬁrst bishop’s insistence on the
respect and guidance.
necessity of Catholic education in spread of the gospel.
Kurt Thompson,
There are very many things more I could write with regard
Rev. Matthew Venuti,
to your positive inﬂuence upon me, but I will close with this.
Cindy Klotz, Sonja Powell,
Long before I ever read Gregory Nazianzen, Ambrose, or John
John Stringfellow, Ellen Reilly,
Chrysostom, it was through you that I learned that there is a
real poetry in the way the Church prays. Your sermons, though Christy Blackmon, Kim Lowe, Tom Davis, Harry Savells,
Holly Reese, Sheri Graham, Emily Talasek, Larry Bush,
long at times (a decidedly patristic quality!) have always been
Sr. Raymond, L.S.P., William Anderson, Walter Neese,
engaging. More than that, your love for the liturgy as a whole
Butch McPherson, Gwendolyn Daigle, Ollie McNichol,
has always struck me in ways that until now I’ve never put
Martha Delmas, Donna Voivedich, Pat Anderson,
into words, even to myself. I daresay, the liturgy is the very lens
Jennifer Clark, Gary Henrickson, Beatrice Tyler,
through which you see not only our Lord and his Church, but
Travis Conner, Fr. David Carucci, Bruce Conaway,
the world itself. Whenever I have the pleasure of a conversation
Hoagy Kearns, Janet Pierre, Claujia Williams,
with you, I am amazed at how you so eﬀortlessly will allude to
Michael Newburn, Eddie Serda, Milton Days,
a given prayer of the Mass (old or new). I don’t mean to
Susan Sweeney, Anthony Gambino, Betty Spotswood,
embarrass you, but your intonation of the Gloria from the
David Knizley, Ashley Spillman, Jimmy Van Hoof,
Mass in honor of Pope Paul VI and the tone you use for the
Francis Arata, Kathie Wall, Marian Imsand,
pontiﬁcal blessing in Latin (the Church’s tone, I know) are
Lendora Freeman, Ann Schilling, Lynne Blissett,
among the most memorable parts of the many Masses which I
Karen Clarke Andrews, Gary Graham, Jeanelle Clarke,
served at the Cathedral growing up and as a seminarian. I have
Anne Marie Stanley, Betsy McAleer, Peggy Hasser,
had a few teachers and exemplars of the ars celebrandi, but you
Harold Harden, Theresa Hardin, Shannon Milling,
John Hayes, Georgia Dominick, Agnes Hooks, Pete Banks,
are certainly one of the principal ones. As one who faithfully
Graham Family, Pat Hyland, Daniel Lawrence,
celebrated the Mass before, during, and after the reforms of the
Dorothy Rose, Laura Cummings, Fr. John Holleman,
Council, I value your perspective—but more so I am touched
Carnes Craig, Felice Lomangino, Philip Tapia,
by your love for the Church’s worship, and the Creator whom
Dale Andrews, Pamela Stiles, Tonya Edwards,
she worships. There have been many priests and bishops who
Javon Edwards, Preston Griﬃth, James O’Donnell,
did things I appreciated or who impressed me with the way
James Patterson, Larua Cummings, Madison Palazzo,
they celebrated Mass. You are among those few who impress me
Karen Johnson, Bob Collier, Sandra Edwards,
by living the Mass, within and without the church building.
Stan Anderson, Jack Burke, Mary Lou Noletto,
I respect you a great deal, as I hope is evident from the letter
Marcia Kossik, Sandi Clark, Fr. Paul Zoghby
thus far. I thank you sincerely for all you have given me. Our
Pray for all the faithfully
Lord has achieved so much in my life, and it is remarkable how
departed that they may
much of it was done with you as his instrument. I hope that my
enjoy eternal life with Christ:
own ministry as a priest lives up to that legacy. You matter a
great deal to me and to thousands more around the archdiocese.
Archbishop Emeritus Oscar Lipscomb
Of this I am sure. In Christ, Fr. Stephen Vrazel
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