3334B University Ave. y Morgantown, WV 26505
304Ͳ599Ͳ3747

March 15, 2020
3rd Sunday of Lent
MASS TIMES: Saturday Ͳ 5:30pm,

Sunday Ͳ 8:30am & 11:00am,
Weekdays and Holy Days Ͳ As Scheduled in Bulle!n

Mission: “They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to

the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers.” Acts 2:42
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St. Mary Parish


Pastor

John V. Di Bacco, Jr. 3045993747
jvdjr@comcast.net


Rectory

3042250506




SACRAMENTS



Parish Office

RECONCILIATION
As scheduled in weekly bulletin



Address:

3334B University Ave
Morgantown, WV 26505


Office Hours:

MondayFriday 9:30am4:30pm
Closed Holy Days & some 
Public Holidays


Office Staff

Carmen Riotto DeMasters 
Theresa DeMasters 


Phone

3045993747 / 3042252361


Fax

Fax: 3045993769


Email

stmaryschurch@comcast.net 


Website

www.stmarystarcity.com 


Mausoleum Accounts & Management 
Angela Merinar 3048412101


Maintenance & Facility Management
Jonny Petak


Faith Formation & Youth Ministry
Kathy Kerzak 3042251163
kkerzak@comcast.net


Nancy Ferrari 3045991996 
nickliz@aol.com


Ministry Coordinator

TamI Alexander 3046987625/5991996
tamialexander@gmail.com 


Hispanic Ministries

Maria Garcia 3046857595
Lola Contreras 3042163441
stmaryhispanicministry@gmail.com 


St. Ursula Food Pantry & Outreach

Sr. Rachel Blais, S.C. 3045993822 
stursulafoodpantryoutreach@comcast.net


Virginia AultmanMoore 3045993822
stursulafoodpantryoutreach@comcast.net


Formation Center & Peace Hall
3045999531


St. Francis de Sales Central School
3042915070


Prayer Requests

Barbara Fedikovich 3045993910 
Rena Cyphert at 3045996642





Are you registered
in the Parish?



BAPTISM 
(Birth ± Age 7) Parents are required to
participate in a preparation program before the celebration of Baptism. Parents
must be registered and attending Sunday Mass regularly. Please call Kathy 304
2251163 for information.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
Children 714 years of age²Please contact Kathy Kerzak (304) 2251163 /
kkerzak@comcast.net for information. 
Children 15 years of age and older &
Adults² The Order of Christian Initiation, RCIA please contact the Parish Office, 3045993747, for information


MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples planning to marry at St.
Mary Church should be practicing Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist
regularly. Also, they must participate in a
Marriage Preparation Program. Call the
Parish Office for information. At least six
months notice is required. No date for a
wedding will be set over the phone.


HOLY COMMUNION TO
THE SICK & HOMEBOUND
When a parishioner is confined to home
or hospital because of illness or advanced
age, call the Parish Office. We will be
happy to make arrangements to bring 
Holy Communion.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Upon request and communally as 
scheduled



Will or Estate Planning

Are you thinking of remembering St.
Mary Church in your will or estate
plans? A bequest through a Last Will and
Testament is the simplest way of creating a
lasting legacy of support for St. Mary
Church. Bequests should be made out to:

“The Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Wheeling
Charleston, or his successors in office,”
with a specification of the purpose for
which the bequest is to be used, e.g. “for
the use of St. Mary Parish” 

Bulletin Deadline
Tuesday@Noon, 
written copy please


Email: stmaryschurch@comcast.net

Subject: attn: Bulletin, please also
include topic


Registering in a parish is a declaration of your
desire to be part of a Catholic community and to
make a commitment to the
life of the parish family. 

Clearly stating your
Catholic commitment in all its
dimensions brings many advantages, recognition, and responsibility. 

At St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church, our policy,
is that you must be registered and participating in
Sunday Mass regularly before a baptism can take
place, or for the initial meeting
with the pastor in the case of
marriage. 

Regular attendance
is also required for adults
who are asked to be a godparent or sponsor at another
parish, in order that a letter
can be sent stating that they
are a practicing Catholic and
a registered member of a
parish faith community. 

Even though you may
have attended Mass here
for months, or even years,
we would like for you to be
registered. Pick up a form at
the Peace Hall Entrance, at the
Parish Office, or visit
stmarystarcity.com and click
on Census Form. For more information, call the parish office
at 3045993747. 


Why not register today? 
We’re waiting to welcome you

Safe Environment Reporting

To report an incidence of suspected
child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV
Child Protective Services at 800352
6513. 

To report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the
Diocese of WheelingCharleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of
the Bishop’s designees at 888434
6237 or 3042330880: Sister Ellen
Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor,
ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or
call the Office of Safe Environment
at 3042301504. 
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This Week’s Stewardship of Time and Talent

Giving Summary 



In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to us, Last Sunday’s Offering 
we gratefully acknowledge and salute:


The volunteers who ran our new Health
Ministry informational meeting, and all
those who attended in interest of 
volunteering their time and talents.
Recent/Upcoming Special Collections
3/15²Diocesan Priests Retirement Fund
3/22²Catholic Relief Services

Online Giving
Attendance: 497







$ 7,360.00
$ 1,246.35



Thank you for your continued Sunday 
donations and offerings to 
Special Collections. 


For ease of accounting, separate checks 
are preferred for all donations to 
different collections and purposes. 

Spirituality of the Readings ± Water
This week’s Gospel story is manysided, as you will see. The woman at
the well. But what catches me is the part about water soothing our thirst.


Jesus asks the woman to draw some delicious wellwater for him to drink.
She hesitates. She is Samaritan²a people at odds with the Israelites. But
apparently she sees his need, and gives water to him.


He says he will put right inside her a flowing fountain of such water. It will
slake her thirst forever!


I remember bicycling with a friend, Gerry Stockhausen, SJ, out in the countryside on a very hot day. We
had not counted on one particular hill that would continue to rise up before us, a very long, unremitting
one. We worked and worked and worked and at last achieved the top.


Hurray!


But the heat and humidity had parched us, remarkably so. Off to the left stood a farmhouse or residence
of some kind. Hey, why not go ask for a drink of water?


… But the house was at the top of its own hill, and we saw four hundred steps leading up to it. Ok not
four hundred, but very many. How could we put ourselves through another Olympic ordeal and mount
steep stairs in order to subject some innocent citizen to our begging?


Well, we clambered up, knocked at the door and received greetings from a most gracious lady who could
think of nothing more delightful than to bring us each a big glass of cool, wet water. Aaaaahhhhhh. Savor it. Be refreshed. Then, thanks, and off and away. Nothing else in this world could have tasted so delicious and so satisfying. We were craving what our bodies ached for, and got such a kindly answer.


Nevertheless, it seems that human beings have a thirst for something even more profound than such a
welcome drenching. As St. Paul puts it, this week in the Second Reading, we thirst for “the love poured
forth from God in Jesus through the Holy Spirit.” Love. This is our primordial need, very like the need for
water. It is “a Godsized hole” within us, a yearning for the greatest love there is.


Often you and I use other lesser things to try and satisfy this great need²food, work, looks, accomplishment, other persons, sex, drink, and so on. Each of these is good in itself. Yet taken to excess all of
them lose their importance. They hum that famous line, “Is that all there is?” even at their very best.


We are each built in such a way that we die without real love. Our small selves have been fitted with a
soul that opens wide to love and especially to the greatest love of all, God’s.


We can open up to this depthcenter within us. Careful, patient steps will get us there²Lenten quiet, self
denial, refitting of our lives, peace within our losses²these we can have. We can cycle our way to the
top of our life’s hill, can clamber up our own endless steps, and can get ourselves to knock on Christ’s
door and wait.


Wait.


Will someone answer?



Will someone give us “a spring of water welling up to eternal life”?

Wait.


Wait.


John Foley, SJ
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THIS WEEK’S CELEBRATION OF
THE EUCHARIST
March 15th, 3rd Sunday of Lent
Saturday, 5:30pm
Ruth Anne Kloc
Sunday, 8:30am 
Kathryn ‘Kitty’ Heilman
Sunday, 11:00am
For the People


Tuesday 3/17 
8:00am


 Optional Memorial of St. Patrick
John V. Di Bacco, Sr.

Wednesday 3/18
8:00am
 

Opt. Mem. Of St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Kathy Evanto





Thursday 3/19 
6:30pm



Solemnity of St. Joseph
For the People

Friday 3/20 

8:00am
 

Lenten Weekday
Margaret & Jim White





In the event of Closing or Delay of school due to inclement
weather, there will be no Daily Mass or Prayer Service.
*There will not be daily Mass when there is a Funeral.*


22nd,

March
4th Sunday of Lent
Saturday, 5:30pm
Amelia (Barill) Marasco
Sunday, 8:30am 
For the People
Sunday, 11:00am
Tom Fedikovich
Pour La Comunidad de la Parroquia
Sunday, 2:00pm
The Bread, Wine, and Tabernacle
Candle the week of March 15th are in
memory of John Renton, by Bobbi
Neal.

Evening Prayer of Lent, 
Sundays, 6:00pm

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY

Sunday, March 15
9:30am
Religious Ed.
9:45am
RCIA
11:00am
Kidzone
1:00pm
NA Meeting²Library Lounge
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
Monday, March 16
6:308pm
Music in Liturgy²Class 3, L/L
Tuesday, March 17
6:308:00pm The Grace of Les Misérables²Class 3± 




Library Lounge
6:30pm
NA Meeting± Rm G.
Wednesday, March 18
10:00am
Women’s Bible StudyEpic of Eden
3:456:30pm Pierogi Dinner
6:30pm
Reconciliation
Thursday, March 19
12:00pm
AlAnon
6:30pm
Mass, followed by St. Joseph Table
Friday, March 20
12:05pm
Stations of the Cross
33:30pm
Reconciliation
Sunday, March 22
9:30am
Religious Ed.
9:4510:45
First Communion Rehearsal
9:45am
RCIA
11:00am
Kidzone
1:00pm
NA Meeting²Library Lounge

2:00pm
Misa en Español

²Pour La Comunidad de la Parroquia
6:00pm
68:00pm

Evening Prayer
Middle & High School Youth

Eternal Rest for Stella Long, and
consolation to her family.

Your record of Mass attendance is an important factor in obtaining a certificate of
sponsorship for Baptism or Confirmation. We require regular attendance to provide a
sponsor form for sacraments. Regular use of contribution envelopes not only supports your
parish financially, but also serves as a record of attendance.


Saturday
Mar 21
5:30 PM

Sunday
Mar 22
8:30 AM

Sunday
Mar 22
11:00AM



Lector

Eucharistic Minister

Usher

Altar Server

Bonnie Lynch
Emily Sabatino

Julia Abbitt, Phil Barata,
Christine Battin, Rachel
Blais, John Cavalier, Maria
Garcia, Mary Ann Griffith,
Kathy Maier, Janna & Albie
Scudiere, Judy Yednock

Mary Lynn Cocco, Cole
Dalesio, Pat Ford, Kevin
& Renee Griffith, Lovely
& Pius Joseph, Beth Wyant

Patrick Griffith  Cross
Liza Abbitt  Server
Wyatt Abbitt  Server
Katherine Gaines  Candle
Roxy Vasil  Candle

Joanna DiStefano  Mary Ann Albertazzie, Beth
Patrick Esposito 
Barill, Meredith Bradley, Cara
Kendzerski, Sandy LeDonne,
Jimmy Lorenze, Dina Muttillo, Hayden & Denise Smith,
Diane Taylor, Jim Thompson

Terrie Cunningham, Phil
Faini, Tom LeDonne,
Kevin & Thomas McCulloch, Cindy Miranov,
Angelina Muttillo

Sydney Porter  Cross
Elizabeth Esposito  Server
Natalie Esposito  Server
Caroline Kendzerski  Candle
Claire Kendzerski  Candle

Jackie Stemple 
Dale Stemple

Virginia AultmanMoore,
Elizabeth Conrad, Aiden
Delansky, Phillip Koloff,
Alex Lugo, Mary Neely,
John Sellaro

Cynthia Novak  Cross
Alexander Ajanaku  Server
Hannah Stemple  Server
Joseph Auber  Candle
Brennan Cox  Candle

Mickey Dacey, Joseph & Mona Feghali, Aimee, Ben &
Christopher Fletcher, Alex
Lugo, Helen & Edward Marn,
Melissa Oliverio
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Stations of the Cross ± 

St. Ursula Food Pantry needs:

Fridays during Lent, 12:05pm



*Cleaning Supplies, Especially:
All Purpose Surface Cleaner
Disinfecting Wipes (like Clorox)
Bathroom Cleaner




Baby & Toddler Program needs:
*Large Diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6)
*Baby Wipes


To lead, please sign up in the Narthex


Pierogi Dinners²

Wednesdays during Lent
Mar. 18, 25 & 
April 1, 8
3:456:30pm
$6 each
Take out available


Easter Flowers

If you are making a donation for
Easter Flowers, All Envelopes
are due to the collection basket or
Parish Office by Monday, March
23. Please Print Neatly so that we can avoid
misspelling any names! If the space provided
is difficult to write in, please feel free to enclose a piece of paper! 

Donations received after this date will
not have names printed in the bulletin.
Next week, our parish
will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection (CRSC). Funds
from this collection provide food to the hungry,
support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s
love and mercy to all people here and abroad. Next week, please give
generously to the CRSC and help Jesus in
disguise. Learn more about the collection at
www.usccb.org/catholicrelief.

Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass and St. Joseph Table

The Morgantown Chapter
of The Sons & Daughters of
Italy in America are holding their annual 
St. Joseph Day Festival
on Thursday March 19th
at St. Mary Church. Mass
is at 6:30pm followed by
a reception featuring
some traditional fare.We
are asking that all attending bring canned or dried
food for the St. Joseph Food Table for the
Poor.All Fathers will be honored as this day
is known as "Fathers Day" in Italy. 
All Parishioners are invited to attend.






At All Masses this
weekend, a special
collection for the
Priests Health and
Retirement Association (PHRA), a trust
fund set up to support the health care needs
and retirement costs of retired priests of the
Diocese of WheelingCharleston. 

Your support of this collection will be
added to PHRA investments to provide long
term security and growth for this very important fund. See page 8

Deadline for 
Safe Environment Training

We have established the deadline of June 1,
2020, for all parish and outreach volunteers
to have completed Safe Environment training. After that date only those who have
completed the training will be placed on
ministry schedules. 

There are several ways to receive
the training. 1) online: send a message to
kkerzak@comcast.net requesting the instructions . 2) Attend a training session: the next
sessions are as follows:
March 23 at 6:30 pm
March 24 at 10:00 am
April 2 at 6:30 pm
April 3 at 10:00 am
3) Email kkerzak@comcast.net to schedule
an appointment to come to the parish to view
the videos during the day at a time 
convenient for you. 

Thank you to those who have attended a session and thank you to those who will.
These training sessions provide excellent information to help us keep our children safe. 
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Current Classes at St. Mary

The Grace of Les Miserables²Tuesdays,
6:30pm, March 17, 24 & April 7, 14

Women’s Bible Study²The Epic of Eden²
Wednesdays, 10:30am, March 18, 25

Music in Liturgy²Mondays, 6:30pm 
March 16, 23, 30, and April 6

Seder Meal

St. Mary Parish is hosting a Seder Meal with Dinner on Tuesday, March 31st, beginning at
7:15pm. Presiding will be Aaron
Gale, Religious Studies 
Coordinator at WVU, a Jew, and friend of our
parish. 

Tickets may be purchased for $15
after Masses and in the Parish Office
through March 26th. Includes the ritual
food, wine, and a meal of chicken, potatoes,
green beans, salad and desert. Dine in Only.

Misa en Español:



Domingo 22 de marzo 2020
a las 2:00pm


Upcoming Spanish Masses: 
Sunday, 22 March 2020, 2:00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 
*Wednesdays 6:307:00pm, 
*Fridays 3:003:30pm
*as scheduled in weekly bulletin

ST. MARY'S Byzantine Catholic
EASTER BAKING

St. Mary's Byzantine Catholic Church annual
bake sale for Easter will be April 6th & 7th.
Pick up will be on April 8th from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. 

Nut rolls, poppy seed rolls & apricot
rolls are $10 each. 
Easter bread, plain or with raisin, are $5
each. 
ChocolateEasterEggs, 1/2 lb.  peanut butter, coconut or black walnut  are $6 each.

To place an order, please call Ellen at
3042820431 or Mikilene at 3044358035.
Deadline to place an order is March
22nd. Thank you for supporting our parish!
Saint Mary Roman Catholic Church,
Star City, Please JOIN us on Facebook.


Meet Yvone

Meet Yvone from
Kenya. She learned
proper nutrition and
hygiene practices to help keep her healthy
and in school. Yvone now has a chance to
dream and the strength to follow those
dreams. How can you ensure that young
people in your community receive proper nutrition? Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

How Deep 
the Mystery


Meditating on the Words of
the Mass

Joyce Ann Zimmerman, CPPS


Rooted in Sacred Scripture, the words of
the Mass are a wellspring for prayer, meditation, and contemplation. Reflecting more
deeply on these liturgical texts provides the
opportunity to enrich our experience of the
Mass. This resource includes the following for
each common prayer chosen:
• The official text from The Roman Missal
• Sr. Joyce’s reflection to help guide your
personal reflection
• Two or three statements/questions to help
facilitate your meditation and journaling
x A closing prayer
To Order, Call the Parish Office, Cost $15




Desserts needed for
Pierogi Dinners, Please

Sign up at Church Entrances!

*1520 desserts needed per week
*Desserts do not have to be homemade 
*You can sign up for as many weeks as you 


would like. 

Desserts can be put in the kitchen any
time on pierogi dinner Wednesdays.

Use of disposable containers is helpful,
but if not, please try to pick up your dish/pan
etc. on Thursday. Thank you!
We have Hearing Assistance 
Devices available for use during
Mass, they are located in 
the Narthex Alcove.
Our 8:30am Liturgy is live on 1300AM
WCLG, and 92.1FM every Sunday. Also
listen on TuneIn channel Morgan 92.1. 
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Communion Blessing

In some Catholic parishes, parents in the
Communion line present young children for a
blessing from the one distributing Communion.
The minister may place a hand on the child’s
head, trace a cross on the forehead, or say, “God
bless you.” The custom has gained popularity,
but it has no foundation in the liturgy. 

Many Catholics find the blessing a happy
alternative. They argue that it helps those excluded from Communion to feel welcome. Otherwise, children sit conspicuously at their place
or are pushed aside as they reach the head of the
procession. 

The problem is that Communion is not a
time for blessing. There is a blessing at the end
of Mass. Communion is when the sacrifice of
the Mass reaches its climax, as the faithful become one with Christ and with one another. A
blessing implies that the purpose of Communion
is something else: a time when individuals coming to Mass have a personal moment with the
minister. If they are ineligible for Communion,
they get whatever they can. 

A better solution is to offer the child
Communion. Many children may be given
Communion younger than the popular age seven. If children are aware that others are getting
something they are not, the time may have arrived to begin their catechesis for First Communion. If children understand the mystery of
Christ according to their capacity and are able to
receive the body of Christ with faith and devotion” (Code of Canon Law, 913 §1) they are eligible to receive Holy Communion. 

It would be far better to give a child
Communion than to give the child a blessing. 
Bullen Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: Gestures, Postures, and Customs of
the Liturgy © 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publicaons. All rights reserved. Wri!en by Paul Turner. CIC © 1998, Canon Law Society of America. 

HOMILY: Applications to my life:
What did God say to me through the homily?
What does God want me to do?
The test of a preacher is that the (assembly) goes
away saying not ‘what a lovely sermon’, but ‘I will
do something about it.’ 


St. Francis de Sales
St. Mary Church RubyRead box
Take A Book²Leave a Book 




The Church Teaches:

Do not be afraid to set your
sights higher, to allow yourself
to be loved and liberated by
God. Do not be afraid to let
yourself be guided by the Holy
Spirit. Holiness does not make you less human,
since it is an encounter between your weak‐
ness and the power of God’s grace.

~G     (“O  C
H   T’ W ”), 34



To Give Online
Visit www.stmarystarcity.com, 
click donate today. 

Are you sick or homebound? 
Do you know Someone who is?

If you, or someone you know, would like to
receive communion, please contact the parish office so arrangements can be made.

Rosaries are being 
collected to be given to people

in the hospital. If you have any
extra rosaries that you would like
to donate, please place them in
the bowl on the table in the Narthex.
AlAnon (for those affected by someone else’s
drinking) meets every Thursday at noon at 
St. Mary Church. Information:
call 18884252666 or WSO@alanon.org
NA Meetings St. Mary Church, Star City
Tuesdays, 6:30pm± Room G
Sundays, 1pm²Library Lounge
To find other meetings near you, visit 
https://www.na.org/meetingsearch/ 

Mass intentions are being
accepted for 2020. The
suggested donation is $20
for a weekend, $10 for a weekday. 

Many Weekday Masses still available,
only a few Weekend Masses remain.

Memorial Donations for Bread,
Wine, and the Tabernacle candle
are being accepted for the
year 2020. The requested donation is $45. 


Please call the Parish Office if you are 
interested. 3045993747.
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Kobe Bryant and the Bread of Life
byLeonard J. DeLorenzo 
February 04, 2020 

N

ine people died in a helicopter
crash in Calabasas, California,
on January 26, 2020. Their
names are John, Keri, Alyssa,
Sarah, Payton, Christina, Ara,
Gianna, and Kobe. Each of them is
mourned by those who love them. Three of
them were children. Other children lost
their parents and siblings in the crash.
Spouses were widowed. It is all a tragedy.
The reason the tragedy has dominated the
news for consecutive cycles is because of
the one person whose last name did not
need to be published for us to know who
he was: Kobe. His death is no more a tragedy than the deaths of the other eight; if anything, his daughter’s and her friends’ deaths are even
more tragic. But Kobe is the one we all knew and I knew him no better than you did. But I loved him.
Kobe graduated from high school in 1996. Rather than go to college, he went straight to the NBA
with the expressed purpose of facing down the greatest player of alltime: Michael Jordan. He moved
to Los Angeles with the expressed purpose of claiming the pedestal of Laker legend left vacant since
the retirement of the most talented player of alltime: Magic Johnson. He played 20 seasons with the
expressed purpose of winning championships and asserting his claim to greatest player on earth, a
claim he would not willingly relinquish when the next alltime great entered the league straight out of
high school: LeBron James. Kobe did everything from beginning to end with the expressed purpose
of seeking greatness. There was no warmup period and no cool down, just showtime.
I loved his stare, his grimace, his smile. I loved the flare, the focus, the fierceness. I loved him as a
Laker fan and as a sports fan. I loved hitting turnaround jumpers over my little brother in the driveway and yelling back at him: “Kobe!” Kobe was a style and, yes, a sort of mentality. There was a brilliance to his persona that is hard to explain. It is probably best to say that he was intensity incarnate.
In the final game of his career he took 50 shots and scored 60 points. That is very much Kobe.
What made Kobe who he was? I do not know any better than you do. On the morning he died, he
went to Mass with his daughter Gianna before heading out to her basketball game. That part is familiar to me, even if traveling by helicopter is not. It is tempting to assume too much for the story I or
others might like to tell. I want to claim even greater love for him because I want to say at the bottom
of it all, he was Catholic. Well, he was Catholic, but it is not my place to presume to know too much
about him because of that.
So here is what I do know: If he received communion that morning, as he surely received communion
many other times in his life, Kobe would have said what I and every other communicant has said time
and time again: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.”
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Nothing about the Kobe I knew and loved on the basketball court came anywhere close to saying “I
am not worthy.” But the truth is that he was not worthy of receiving communion; nor am I, nor are
you. What is different about Kobe is that a significant portion of his unworthiness was as public as his
playing career, when in 2003 he was accused of rape. The charges in the criminal case were dropped
and the civil case was settled. At minimum, Kobe had committed adultery²he confessed to that
much. According to his public apology, he regretted his actions and what it did to the young woman
who charged him with assault. For a man who seemed to do everything with “expressed purpose” and
who often acted as if everything was about him, one thing is for certain: the events and after effects of
that night are about her. Her story is not part of his story: her story is her own. Indeed, he was not
worthy.
I have written about the rape allegation in one paragraph, as if I were adequately contextualizing it
that way. That is just like how it was treated in his career, because it was all about getting back to
Showtime. Kobe was a sight to be seen, but for everything that is seen much more goes unseen. He
was not just a player or a persona²he was a brand. And brands trade on appearance: on what is seen
at the surface. Did I love Kobe? I loved what I saw.
In the 17 years since that fateful night, here is what else we saw. He relished mentoring younger players in a way that Michael Jordan never did. Thegenerationalmourning among younger players at his
death is a testament to that. He spent time with and doted on his daughters, with an apparently special
bond with 13yearold Gianna who seemed to share the same love of and aptitude for the game that
her father did on the basketball court. Along with LeBron James and Dwayne Wade, Kobe was part of
an underreported and rather interesting new trend among NBA stars, which is that they seem to be
publicly and intensely committed to parenting. At least, that is what they give us to see.
And that last line is emblematic of the kind of skepticism, maybe cynicism, that comes right along
with praising a celebrity like Kobe, who was himself a brand. Upon further reflection, even those of
us who think we loved him can quickly find ourselves questioning who and what we loved. Did we
just love what we saw or what we wanted to see?
I do not know. I have been mourning his death, though. A surprising number of people have reached
out to me to offer condolences, like I knew him. I would really love to claim him as a Catholic, to herald him as a great witness of the redemptive power of faith. But that, again, would be all about him,
and really it would also be all about me.
So here is what I do know: If he received communion on the morning of January 26, he uttered the
same words I uttered that morning: “Lord, I am not worthy . . .” I know that is true of me; I know that
was true of him. Later that day, Kobe died as a dad with his little girl. He died with other moms and
dads with their little girls. It is all a tragedy. God bless them all, and all who love them.
Featured Image:Keith Allison,Kobe Bryant subs out vs the Washington Wizards, 3 February 2007; Wikimedia Commons,CC BY
SA 2.0.
Posted inNews

Author:
Leonard J. DeLorenzo, Ph.D. serves in theMcGrath Institute for Church Lifeand teaches theology at Notre
Dame. His book on death, desire, and the communion of saints isWork of Love: A Theological Reconstruction of the Communion of Saints. 



Originally Published in University of Notre Dame Church Life Journal, McGrath Institute for Church Life
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William B. McCulla LIC

McCulla

108 Holland Ave., Morgantown

304-292-9494

Funeral Home

C. Jason Smith, II - LIC, Owner &
Cathy Smith - LAFD, Owner

770 Fairmont Rd. • Morgantown
(304) 291-3458
www.mcculla.com

www.smithfuneralandcremationcare.com

Council 2954
St. Mary Church
To Join, Contact Rodney A. Pyles, Grand Knight

304-599-6496 • rod.pylz@gmail.com

FD KITCHEN
& BATH

Design • Sales • Installation

1214 Green Bag Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508

304-291-6991

3117 University Ave.
(304) 599-4309

FLOANN AND KEN DOWNEY, Owners

Outdoor Seating
Lower Level Room for Events
Carry Out Available
• Tax Preparation - Personal & Business • Payroll
• Bookkeeping • Accounting • New Business Formation
Located at 1237 Pineview Dr., Morgantown, WV 26505

Call us at 304-212-5459 • mpacpa.accountants

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1615

FINANCING AVAILABLE
FOR ALL NEW SYSTEMS!

Dave Seman, President

304-598-9030

dave@advancedheatingandcooling.info | www.advancedheatingandcooling.info

BRING IN THIS AD AND MENTION THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ST. MARY’S PARISH!

WV031443

Morgantown
Catholic Daughters
Court St. Ursula

Come join us.

Contact the Church Office

Holly L. Sabatino

THIS SPACE IS

Independent
Beauty Consultant
471 Aspen Street,
Morgantown
WV 26505

304-376-2851
hollysabatino@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/hollysabatino
Faith First, Family Second, Career Third

Jason Novicky • jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

We Specialize In Smiles

Family Dentistry
Homes • Commercial • Land • Auctions

For that personal attention,
Call 304-291-6633
Vickie Jenkins, Broker/Owner
vjen99@aol.com
vickiejenkinsproperties.com

56 Mileground Rd. • Ste. A
Morgantown, WV 26505

MATT HEFFERIN

To the right, to the right, to the
right of the Morgantown Mall.

(304) 296-CARE

304.607.4376

Visit Us On the Web At:

matt@hhiwv.com
www.hhiwv.com

drraymond.com
Parishioner

Proudly Serving Morgantown, WV & Surrounding Area

1232 Suncrest Towne Centre
Morgantown, WV 26505
304.296.4142 or 304.622.1717
www.ferrusoandassociates.com
831 Venture Drive
Morgantown, WV 26508

304-296-3243

Mulch • Riverstone • Wall Block • Pavers

304-291-3400

Funeral Home, Inc
Omega Crematory

aflswv.com

www.daviskitchenandtile.com
Specializations:
• Office Furniture
• Commercial Interior
• Architectural Interior Products

304-292-8664

Edward Dan Hastings, Lic

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
CONSULTATION (304) 581-6701
parishioner

www.hastingsfuneralhome.com

Drs. Weidman and Hazey III, PLLC

P.O. Box 369
Dellslow, WV 26531
Cell: 304.290.4361
Office & Fax: 304.864.4004
polcesealcoating@hotmail.com

Dina Faini Muttillo

Jo Watson

Specialists in Orthodontics

Alvin F. Weidman, D.D.S., M.S.
Michael A. Hazey III, D.D.S., M.S.
(304) 598-2500
(304) 842-5211
918 Chestnut Ridge Road, Suite #5
112 Hill Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
Bridgeport, WV 26330
www.mountaineerorthodontics.com

www.TheWowFactoryOnline.com
304-599-2wow(2969)
3453 University Avenue, Morgantown, WV 26505

PhD Plumbing LLC

Offering Speech,
Occupational
& Physical Therapy

When it all over flows, call the Dr. who knows!
James Downey III, Master Plumber/Owner
phdplumbingllc.wv@gmail.com

304-692-6052

Google+ and Facebook

HOURS: Mon-Fri 6AM - 5:30PM • Sat 7AM - 1PM

304-599-1522

470 Christy Street #2, Morgantown, WV 26505

6000 Hampton Center B
304.554.CAFE • www.terracafewv.com

(304) 599-2600

425 Industrial Ave. • On the Rail Trail in Star City

304-599-3111

morgantownvetcare.com

KLM Properties

1533 Mileground Rd. Morgantown

Debbie Marano

304.290.9180 | dfmms@aol.com
Sandy LeDonne
304.288.6087 | scapitoni11@gmail.com

Hot Spot Lounge & Restaurant

Daily Food Specials / ALL DAY LOW PRICES
Available Discounts * Eat In Only
prices subject to change

1384 Greenbag Road • Morgantown WV 26508

(304) 292-8368
EAT IN or CARRY OUT

Your St. Mary’s real estate team. For all your real estate needs.

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1615

