
July 5, 2020 � 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

MASS� SACRAMENTS�CONNECT�

Sundays, 8:30am�

Only very limited seang is �

available at this me. �

�

Radio broadcast at 8:30am on 

1300AM WCLG & 92.1FM, and 

TuneIn channel Morgan 92.1�

 You can sll visit dwc.org/mass 

for live�streamed daily �

and weekend Mass.�

LOCATION�

3334B University Ave�

Morgantown, WV 26505�

�

PHONE�

304�599�3747 / 304�225�2361�

�

EMAIL�

stmaryschurch@comcast.net�

�

 OFFICE HOURS�

The Parish Office will remain 

closed to in�person visits until 

further notice, and is operating 

under reduced hours. We are still 

accessible by phone or email.�

RECONCILIATION�

None scheduled at this time�

�

ANOINTING OF THE SICK�

Upon request �

�

BAPTISM�

For children under 7, �

please call the Parish Office�

�

MARRIAGE�

Please call the Parish Office, at 

least 6 months notice required�

�

FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE SEE PG. 2�

www.stmarystarcity.com   Saint Mary Roman Catholic Church, Star City�JOIN us�
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Safe Environment Reporting�

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact 

your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV 

Child Protective Services at 800�352�6513. �

� To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the 

Diocese of Wheeling�Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the 

Bishop’s designees at 888�434�6237 or 304�233�0880: Sister Ellen 

Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. 

Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 

304�230�1504. �

Sacraments�

BAPTISM: (Birth � Age 7) Parents are required to participate in a prepa-

ration program before the celebration of Baptism. Parents must be regis-

tered and attending Sunday Mass regularly. Please call Kathy 304�225�

1163 for information.�

�

RECONCILIATION: As scheduled in weekly bulletin�

�

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: Children 7�14 years of age, 

and Children 15 years of age and older & Adults� The Order of 

Christian Initiation, RCIA please contact Please contact Kathy Kerzak 

(304) 225�1163 /kkerzak@comcast.net for information�

�

MARRIAGE: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Mary Church 

should be practicing Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regular-

ly. Also, they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call 

the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. 

No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.�

�

HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: When a �

parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or advanced 

age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make arrangements to 

bring Holy Communion.�

�

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Upon request and communally as scheduled�

Are you registered in the Parish?�

 � Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire to be part 

of a Catholic community and to make a commitment to the life of the 

parish family. �

� Clearly stating your Catholic commitment in all its dimensions 

brings many advantages, recognition, and responsibility. �

� At St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, our policy, is that you must 

be registered and participating in Sunday Mass regularly before a bap-

tism can take place, or for the initial meeting with the pastor in the 

case of marriage. �

� Regular attendance is also required for adults who are asked to 

be a godparent or sponsor at another parish, in order that a letter can 

be sent stating that they are a practicing Catholic and a registered 

member of a parish faith community. �

� Even though you may have attended Mass here for months, or 

even years, we would like for you to be registered. For more infor-

mation, call the parish office at 304�599�3747. �

Bulletin Deadline: �

Tuesday@Noon, written copy please �

Email: stmaryschurch@comcast.net�

Subject line: attn: Bulletin, and include topic of announcement�

Will or Estate Planning�

Are you thinking of remembering St. Mary Church in your will or estate 

plans? A bequest through a Last Will and Testament is the simplest way 

of creating a lasting legacy of support for St. Mary Church. Bequests 

should be made out to:�

� “The Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Wheeling�

Charleston, or his successors in office,” with a specification of the pur-

pose for which the bequest is to be used, e.g. “for the use of St. Mary 

Parish” �

NEW PARISHIONERS�

We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all new �

parishioners and visitors to 

our church!�

�

�

We hope that you enjoy your 

stay, and if you would like to 

join our family here at St. 

Mary Parish, we invite you to 

become a registered �

Parishioner.�

�

�

Please pick up a registration 

form at the church or parish 

office, or register online at 

stmarystarcity.com�

�

SCRIPTURE READINGS�

�

July 5�

Zec 9:9�10�

Rom 8:9, 11�13�

Mt 11:25�3 �

�

July 12�

Is 55:10�11�

Rom 8:18�23�

Mt 13:1�23 or 13:1�9 �
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Giving Summary �

�

�

Last Sunday’s Offering was 

not available at the time of 

publication, please see next 

week’s bulletin.�

�

Spirituality of the Readings � Go Gentle�

�

In the Gospel this week, how beautiful �

Jesus words are, and yet so hard to trust.�

�

Come to me, all you who labor and are 

burdened, and I will give you rest.�

Take my yoke upon you and learn from 

me,�

for I am meek and humble of heart;�

and you will find rest for yourselves.�

For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.�

�

What a great comfort these promises are. 

There is a place to go to when death or 

loss or suffering descend upon us.�

�

Another very honest viewpoint is given by Dylan Thomas, the poet, who 

was in no way wiser than Jesus, but nevertheless deserves to be heard. 

He wrote this to his dying father:�

�

Do not go gentle into that good night,�

Old age should burn and rave at close of day;�

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.�

�

Rage is quite different from the ease that Jesus promises. And in his 

great poem, “Fern Hill,” the same poet says,�

�

Oh as I was young and easy�

in the mercy of his means,�

Time held me green and dying�

Though I sang in my chains like the sea.�

�

Dylan Thomas was a raggedy man, who, if rumor is true, drank himself to 

the death he dreaded. He loved his youth and sang glad song to it, but 

death always stood waiting, and it did not offer relief to the chains it 

wrapped around him.�

�

What about Jesus? He said that his yoke was easy yet he went through 

torture and death. How can this be?�

�

Here is an approach. Maybe labor and burdens are not meant to be 

erased from our lives, not erased or thrown away, but instead are meant 

to be pathways to a solid ground far underneath our troubles, into a quiet 

grounding that is real stillness and rest. What rich earth would that be?�

�

Jesus says it is meekness and humility of heart.�

�

In the desert he had already told the devil that the only food he needed 

was “every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” Maybe the only 

real goods in life are those rooted in the love that is God and in the 

meekness and humility that are Jesus’ life.�

�

  “Watch me,” Jesus says. “I am meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, 

the foal of an ass (First Reading). Or in other words,�

�

Watch me on the sad height of Calvary and see. I have let it all go�

belongings, beloveds, reputation, everything. One thing remains. In it I 

find my rest. Make it your life, whatever your sorrow, whatever act of liv-

ing and dying and being burdened you have, and it will not be heavy. 

Make it the center of your life and your burden will be light too.�

�

Love.�

�

Love of God and neighbor.�

�

If you can begin to let go into the arms of the Great Love, if you can give 

your life away instead of raging, you will know rest from your burdens. 

You will see how death is the ultimate act of giving yourself away, as Je-

sus did in the midst of his burdens. Meek and humble of heart, he is, not 

proud and above it all.�

�

Take your troubles and hand them gratefully to the One who can give you 

rest.�

�

John Foley, SJ�

�

For ease of accounting, 

separate checks are �

preferred for all donations 

to different collections and 

purposes. �

HOMILY: Applications to 

my life:�

�

�What did God say to me 

through the homily?�

�What does God want me 

to do?�

�

The test of a preacher is 

that the (assembly) goes 

away saying not ‘what a 

lovely sermon’, but ‘I will 

do something about it.’ �  �

� �St. Francis de Sales�

T()*+ Y,- to all of our new 

Online Giving donors, our re-

curring online donors, and 

everyone who gives so gen-

erously to St. Mary Church! �

� If you are donating 

online as a one�time dona-

tion, please consider recur-

ring donations. �

� DONATE TODAY by 

clicking on the image on our 

website 

www.stmarystarcity.com.�
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July 12

th

, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, 8:30am � For the People�

July 5

th

, 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, 8:30am � For the People�

THIS WEEK’S CELEBRATION OF 

THE EUCHARIST 

�

There is no Daily Mass at this time.�

The  Tabernacle Candle the week of 

July 5

th

 is in memory of �

Carol Mihallik & Bonnie Meredith, 

from Jeff & Mary Mihallik.�

�

Eternal Rest for Katherine Dunmire, 

and consolation to her family.�

Everyone over the age of 2 years 

old must wear a mask in the 

church and keep it on at all times, 

except at the moment when you 

consume the host!�

If you have children who are too young 

to wear a mask for the whole time, or 

you have a condition which prohibits 

you from wearing a mask safely, we 

strongly encourage you to remain at 

home for your safety, and for the safety 

of others.�

As a reminder, the dispensation of the 

obligation to attend Mass is still in �

effect until further notice.�

Thank you to those who…�

�� Prepared our reopening plan�

�� Donated hand sanitizers and dispensers�

�� Donated reusable face masks for parish-

ioner use�

�� Contribute to our cleaning fund�

�� Continue with donations which keep our 

parish afloat�

�� Those offering prayers and support to all�

The Catholic Spirit is now available by e�mail!�

� This is being made available to enhance communication, but at the same time cutting 

the cost of printing. �

You are invited to join our new e�list to receive The Catholic Spirit by e�mail. Joining 

the e�list gives you the option to receive The Catholic Spirit by e�mail only and to be removed 

from the list to receive the print version if you choose. To be added to the e�list, send an e�

mail to�crowan@dwc.org�with “The Catholic Spirit e�list” in the subject line. Please let 

us know your preference saying: “E�mail only, and remove me from print mailing list” or “I 

would like both print and e�mail versions.”�

� By joining the e�mail list, you will receive an e�mail on each issue date of The Catholic 

Spirit with a link to the full issue. Issue dates are the first and third Friday of each month. This 

is a day earlier than mail delivery of the print version.��

� Beginning with the June 5, 2020, the electronic version of every issue of The Catholic 

Spirit will now be available under “Downloadable Spirit” at�thecatholicspiritwv.org.� �

St. Ursula Food Pantry needs: 

*Canned Goods�Including, but not limited 

to: carrots, yams, potatoes, peas, 

etc.��(NO�green beans or corn, please)  �

�

Baby & Toddler Program needs: 

*Diapers (All sizes, but especially  4, 5, 6)�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

St. Ursula is seeking donations of �

any (home�made) masks or bandanas 

to distribute as face coverings �

to those in need.�

Congratulations to �

Andrew Mihallik �

and �

Heather Meredith �

Married this weekend�



 5�

There will be no �

Kidzone during Mass �

until further notice.�

 It’s official. By that I mean  

Bishop Brennan has announced 

that I will retire on July 29. It has 

been an amazing journey with my 

sisters and brothers who are the Par-

ish of St. Mary. To quote Bob Hope — 

Thanks for the memories — 14 years 

here. The first two were a little diffi-

cult but the other 12 were spiritually 

uplifting. Through it all you — by 

your support and kindness and com-

passion — have been an inspiration 

for me and a tremendous support to 

my vocation as a priest.  

 The Bishop has appointed  

Fr. John McDonough as the pastor of 

St. Mary beginning July 29, 2020. I 

hope and pray that he has a great 

time at this great parish. 

Again thank all of you for some of 

the best years as a priest. 

Let us pray for one another. 

�    ~Fr. Di Bacco�

A Note From Fr. Di Bacco 

Current or Prospective �

Catholic Homeschoolers:�

� �

There will be a planning meeting for the 

2020/2021 school year for parents �

currently homeschooling as well as parents  

exploring homeschooling.��

� Events, activities, and potential service 

projects will be discussed.�

� It will take place in Morgantown on �

July 13th at 7pm.��

� Please RSVP to 304�692�3509 or:  

catholichomeschool.morgantown@gmail.com��

Follow us on Facebook: �Catholic Home-

schoolers of NCWV�
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�

Birthdays �

Elizaveta Abbitt �

Alexander Ajanaku �

Alexandra Angotti �

Shea Angotti �

Julia Austria �

Joseph Baniak �

Alexander Battin �

Robert Bell �

Kara Boczek �

Andrew Boczek �

Paige Brock �

Kyle Brown �

Kayla Brown �

Chad Callen �

Brenda Cappellini �

Mark Cappellini �

Sandra Carey �

Kim Carey �

Gyl Cendana �

Cindy Cendana �

Edward Cesa �

Miranda Crocco �

Cherie Danhires �

James DeCarlo �

John DeChristopher �

Nicholas DeFelice �

Aidan Delansky �

Tammy Delansky �

Mark Dlugos �

Kevin Donnelly �

Sarah Dorsch �

Cooper Drach �

Carla Drvar �

Tiffany Elchuck �

Thomas Elchuck �

Johnston Fletcher �

Michael Fletcher �

Carson Ford �

Liana Forester �

John Forester �

Judy Gapen �

Harrison Goff �

Sonnet Gomes �

Janet Gross �

Agnes Gutta �

Carmen Gutta �

Jerry Hadrych �

Lee Ann Haley �

Lyla Haley �

Sean Harris �

Mary Hastings �

Anthony Henkins �

Aimee Henkins �

Morgan Henson �

Julianna Hernandez �

Katlyn Holbert �

Charles Howard �

Luke Hudson �

Lucas Jimenez �

Cornella Johnson �

Meghan Keith �

Kathy Kerzak �

Carlos Kirui �

Nanette Kish �

Stanley Kloc �

Phillip Koloff �

Jennifer Konchesky �

Nicole Koval �

Andrew Kung �

Claire Kupec �

Vincent LeDonne �

Sandra Lee �

Stephen Leonard �

Alex Lugo �

Richard Lynch �

Adam Macias �

Corrie Mancinelli �

Constantine Mantini �

Wilson McNeil �

Constance Merandi �

Rachel Moore �

David Moore �

Tanya Musick �

Isabella Muttillo �

Dominic Muttillo �

Cynthia Novak �

Jerome Novak �

Sofia Oates �

Gianna Oates �

Cara O'Connell �

Douglas Patchen �

Joseph Pervola �

Chelsea Polce �

Martha Power �

Gavin Powroznik �

Michelle Prete �

Kimberly Quedado �

Antoinette Renn �

David Ricardo�Manuel �

Rosa Rodriguez�Acosta �

Kristina Rollo �

Leo Romeo �

Douglas Rouster �

Nicholas Rowan �

Elizabeth Rowan �

Jeri�Sue Santangelo �

Judah Schon �

Gabriel Schon �

Brian Schreiber �

Louis Scotchel �

Louis Scotchel �

Rachel Sellaro �

Angela Serrano �

Dorothy Simons �

Denise Smith �

Joseph Smith �

Eric Solis �

Vincent Stilger �

Laurie Theeke �

Bryan Thompson �

Theresa Turner �

Timothy Vargo �

Roxy Vasil �

Alexander Weiss �

Rachel Wetterauer �

Ryan Wise �

Jacob Wood �

Larette Woodrum �

Eric Wyant �

Judith Yednock �

Akossiwa Yibokou �

Michael Yura �

Erica Zak �

�

Congratulations to those celebrating birthdays this month. 

�

If you, or someone you know, is not listed here, or is listed in error, �

please notify the Parish Office so that we may update our census records.�
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�

St. Mary Church is holding Mass on Sundays at 8:30am.�

There is no daily Mass at this time. �

�

�

The dispensation of the obligation to attend Mass continues, �

and those who are elderly, or at�risk, and those who fear �

being infected, are encouraged to stay home. �

�

Some things to be aware of:�

�

�Anyone who is sick should stay home (COVID�19, cold, flu, cough, etc.) If you are �

experiencing symptoms of any illness, or do not feel well, please do not attend Mass.�

�

�Masks must be worn properly at all times by everyone over the age of 2 

years old, except at the moment when you put the Host in your mouth. Please come 

with your own mask if at all possible. The church will have only a limited supply to 

make available to parishioners. Please see page 7 for information about mask wearing.�

�

�Extremely limited seating will be available (about 90 people max. depending on 

the groupings of people who attend), and people will be seated on a first�come first�

served basis, with space allotted for individuals and families. The maximum family 

group size we can seat together is 4 people. Once we reach capacity, anyone who �

cannot be seated will not be permitted to enter the church, please be understanding.�

�

�The church is being cleaned and sanitized before and after each Mass, and 

hand sanitizer will be available for parishioners’ use. You are encouraged to san-

itize upon entrance and exit.�

�

�Try to arrive around 15 minutes early to allow time for our new seating process.�

�

�Entrance to the church will only be via the main parking lot church door 

nearest the altar, please line�up in a social distanced manner (following tape guides 

on the sidewalk) and maintain your own distancing beyond those marked spaces.�

�

�During Mass, please be aware and follow all direction from the priest, the 

ushers, and other volunteers. There will be new protocols for seating, where you 

may walk and stand, and how to receive communion. Please be flexible, as some of 

our routines will have changed!�

�

�If you normally give online, or if you do not bring your offertory envelope, 

please bring a slip of paper with your name and phone number on it to place 

in the collection basket. An attendance record is being kept to assist with contact 

tracing if necessary.�

�

Please visit stmarystarcity.com or dwc.org to watch a video from the diocese 

demonstrating some of the guidelines for attending Mass.�

�

Our 8:30am Mass will be broadcast on the radio on 1300AM WCLG & 92.1FM, 

and TuneIn channel Morgan 92.1. We are working on live streaming our 8:30am 

Mass to facebook, please check www.stmarystarcity.com, or our Facebook group for 

any announcements regarding live streaming.�

 �

You can still visit dwc.org/mass for live�streamed daily and weekend Mass.�
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�They Are Not Coming Back�

They’re not coming back to Mass.� Let me say it 

again.� Catholics will not come back to Mass when the pan-

demic is over.� I know, parishes will say that their wait lists 

are full and they are at max capacity for Sunday Mass right 

now.� But that’s right now, when we can only have a hun-

dred people, or a congregation of 25�35% of a church’s ca-

pacity. We priests have all heard the yearning of our Catho-

lic parishioners to return to the sacraments. And we are grat-

ified when we get the volunteers to sterilize the sanctuary 

and clean the pews after each celebration.�

But it doesn’t matter. They’re not coming back. For the hun-

dreds, perhaps even thousands who wish to return, there are 

millions of Catholics who have grown quite comfortable in a Eucharist free faith. And they are going to stay that way. 

The silent majority of Catholics doesn’t miss Mass at all. In my diocese before the plague, we used to have 100,000 

Catholics attend Mass each Sunday. People want to come back, but it is a fraction of that number. Do not let full reser-

vation lists delude us into thinking that the silent majority misses the Eucharist. There are reasons for this.�

�

Reasons For Not Going To Mass�

First of all, before the pandemic, the silent majority of Catholics didn’t go to Mass. So let me amend my statement. 

The�silent majority of Mass�goers�have quietly shifted away from a Eucharistic faith.�They will still consider them-

selves Catholics, but the Church in America is about to discover the stripped�down, small remnant of a Eucharistic 

Church that Pope Benedict always talked about. Why has this happened?� There are reasons, but there are also solu-

tions.� First the reasons why the majority of Mass going Catholics will not come back to Church.�

�

A Conflict of Values�

There is a�conflict of values. On the one hand, we have been told for the health of society to forgo large gatherings. It’s 

for the best, we have heard, and so for the sake of the many, we have given up the Eucharistic Community. On the other 

hand, we know that our faith lives have depended on the Eucharist; we long for that as well. Now appear the bishops, 

who cast their lot with the secular authorities, and told us to give up the Eucharist for the sake of public health.�

That creates a crisis of values inside us, and the majority�who often see Mass as counter�cultural, are easily convinced 

that the better part of valor is to not go to Church. They couldn’t if they wanted to, because the present rules prohibit 

most Catholics from going unless they reserve their place at the Eucharistic altar like you would reserve a dining seat at 

a fine restaurant. As uncomfortable as they feel, they punt and go with the public health option.�

�

A Crisis of Authority�

The bishops have produced a�crisis of authority.��They didn’t mean to, but they did anyway. Some may remember back 

in the 1960s when the bishops relieved us of the law of fasting and abstinence from meat on Friday. It was the lifting of 

the abstinence of meat that caused that crisis of authority, one from which we never recovered. Remember? One week, 

you could go to hell for deliberately eating steak on Friday and the next week, it was seen as a virtue. The bishops, back 

then, were held in higher reverence, but the people weren’t fooled. Authority or not, you can’t go to hell one week for 

doing something that the next week holds as ok. The late Rev. Andrew Greeley used to say that it was this decision, not 

the birth control one that convinced� Catholics to turn to their own personal consciences and absolve themselves of ac-

tions they ordinarily would have let the Church judge them for.�

Now, the bishops have removed the serious sin attribute of missing Mass on Sunday. Of course, they had to do that if 

they were not going to permit Masses to be held. One simply can’t place an impossible burden on the people. But think 

about it. For the ordinary Catholic, who never studied moral theology, a conundrum is caused. As soon as the churches 

are fully open, the bishops will restore the legal requirement that Catholics must go to Mass on Sunday. What normal 

Catholic is going to be impressed by that, particularly since they have not been sinning for the past many months by not 

going to Mass?�

It might have helped if the bishops were holy, leadership oriented and shepherding, but they are not. That does not mean 

they are bad. Almost all of them are nice men and pious people. But they are not strong leaders or shepherds. They are 

managers who are trying their best to moderate a crisis. But their pronouncements have no moral force,; their reputations 

Catholics: They Are Not Coming Back…Unless…�

By Monsignor Eric Barr, STL   �

June 17, 2020  Originally Published on patheos.com, reprinted with permission�
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are in tatters for obvious reasons. The majority of Mass�going Catholics are not going to pay any attention when they are 

told they must now go to Mass again and to miss once again will place their souls in danger.�

�

The Grave Mistake of Televised Mass�

Televised Mass�is a helpful adjunct to attended Mass,�not a replacement.�History will show that one of the worst things 

we did was proliferate televised Masses during the pandemic period. It eased the mind of a minority of our Catholics 

and did not attract the millions of our Mass�deprived Catholics. Televised Masses developed for the elderly and the sick, 

but there was never a theology about them. They were primarily good for sharing the Word of God, but did nothing 

about sharing his Body and Blood. Because no catechesis was given during the pandemic about these Masses, many 

found them a suitable replacement. They will continue to find them a suitable substitute for attended Mass when the 

pandemic is over.�

�

The Television Mass has destroyed the sacramental nature of our faith and of the Eucharist. Already, dogma deprived 

Catholics had a poor understanding of the nature of the Eucharist, but now, by a simple action of trying to fill in a gap, 

they have been taught, passively I admit, that TV Mass is as good as attended Mass. We didn’t mean to do that.� We 

thought we were doing the right thing.� However, we couldn’t have killed the true understanding of the Eucharist better 

if we had hired the Eucharistic heretics of ages past to come back and preach to us. I actually lost a priest friend because 

I wouldn’t let him post his TV Mass from his parish on my FaceBook page. I had grave reasons to not do a TV Mass for 

those who wanted it, and I wasn’t going to contribute to a diminution of our understanding of Eucharist. It was a gut 

feeling that I have only begun to articulate, but I am glad to see that I am firmly in line with Pope Francis who also felt 

very uncomfortable doing such a thing and no longer does so.�

�

Restrictions on Attending Mass Lead to Impossible Burdens�

As we have opened back up,�we have made it harder to attend the Mass�if we even get a reservation.� First of all, 

person needs a reservation. Second, they have to wear a mask. Third, they have to sit apart from people. Fourth, their 

places are sterilized after they leave as if they were a germ in an ecclesial petri dish. Fifth, because we have to empower 

volunteers to keep attendance,� contact trace, lead people to their seats, and exit them from the church, it is so easy for 

volunteers, who may be� frustrated grade�school hall monitors, to become little dictators of access to the sacraments.So 

much for community. Joking a little here, but it makes it uncomfortable for the laity.�

�

No Return…Unless…�

Now, this is a bleak assessment, but I assure you the majority of Mass�going Catholics are not going to come 

back�UNLESS�we do something. And it’s up to the bishops to do it. I know I get on their case.� Like I said, they are 

good men, but to my knowledge very few, if any, have developed the catechesis necessary to bring the faithful back to 

Mass. They just presume the crowds will return. Not a chance. We live in a society that says the activity that screams the 

loudest will be the one people to respond to. The people have found that many things vie for their time. We’ve been re-

markably silent, often rolling over like a whipped dog to the secular authority, allowing it to tell us what to do.�

It may seem simplistic to once again explain to Catholics why a real, attended Mass is necessary for their spiritual 

health, but that’s exactly what we have to do. For some people, the pandemic has made them stronger in their faith, but 

take a look at the last major plague to ravage to earth�the Black Death. That seriously weakened the Church, and it did 

not have a good response to encourage and spiritually direct Catholics to a firmer faith. Instead, we swung in a pendu-

lum motion of mediocrity towards the Reformation.�

�

A Time To Stress Better Music, Preaching and Lay Evangelization�

One diocese I know of is starting their own Eucharistic Holy Year.� Brilliant of that bishop!� It will be a success. But 

catechesis is not the only thing necessary.� Now is the time to review what our liturgies look like, how good the preach-

ing is, and how we encourage the laity to evangelize.�Music, preaching, and evangelization by the laity for the lai-

ty�will truly help jump start a return to the Eucharist. But that takes such a will from the established authorities whether 

that be bishops or pastors. It takes real work. And I’m just not sure the Church is ready with that energy.�

Some of our priests have come up with such creative ways to keep the faith frontmost in their parishioners’ minds. That 

creativity needs to be harnessed in an organized, diocesan way so that the word can get out to all Catholics that the 

Church is not simply resuming activity, but is recharged, renewed and endowed with the Spirit to actively go out and 

bring back not only our ordinary Mass�going Catholics but those who long ago absented themselves from the Eucharist. 

The Pope’s outreach to those in invalid marriages as well as the Church’s outreach to minorities who suffer racism or 

discrimination would be a crucial part in this effort. While all of us priests can sure use help preaching, this is a perfect 

time for dioceses to help retool priest’s preaching abilities, particularly when when parishes still have a ways to be fully 

open. And of course, music. �

Continued on page 14�
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or many dioceses in the United States, as of today, public celebrations of the Mass have been 

suspended.�In a post published just two days ago, Tim O’Malley affirmed that, even if we can-

not attend Mass, we can still participate in the Eucharistic sacrifice of Jesus, and indeed, that 

our sadness over not being able to attend Mass “is itself the Eucharistic sacrifice that many of the bap-

tized will be called to offer.”�

Now that we have been called upon to offer that particular sacrifice, how can we do so in the concrete 

particularities of our homes?�What does the Eucharistic sacrifice look like if you can’t attend 

Mass?�Many people will watch Mass and pray along via livestream, but if that doesn’t appeal, or if 

you don’t have Internet access, here’s another form of spiritual participation in the Eucharist to try in 

your home:�

Begin with the Sign of the Cross.�

Pray a Penitential Act:�Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.�

Read the readings for the day.�These are available on the�USCCB website�(United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops), or, the monthly publications�Magnificat�and�Give Us This 

Day�have each made their resources available for free online during this difficult time. Even if 

you’re alone, proclaim the readings aloud, and if possible, stand for the Gospel, just as you 

would for Mass. Posture and proclamation help you to embody your encounter with the Scrip-

tures in ways that just reading them silently does not.�

Mass in the Time of Coronavirus�

by�Carolyn Pirtle�

March 18, 2020 �
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Spend a few moments in silent reflection on the readings, or, if you have roommates or a 

family, spend some time in conversation. What stood out to you? What might God be asking of 

you through these readings?�

Recite the�Apostles’ Creed.�

Offer up petitions for the good of the Church, the world, the local community, your fami-

ly.�If you’re gathered with family or friends, take turns. These don’t have to be fancy or even 

eloquent. Just pray from the depths of your heart, trusting that God hears you.�

Pray the�Lord’s Prayer.�

If you’re able to do so, kneel down, and make the�Act of Spiritual Communion.�Spend a 

few moments in silence, asking Jesus to be with you, trusting that�he is.�

Conclude either with the Collect for the day�(available at�Magnificat�or�Give Us This 

Day),�or simply recite the�Glory Be.�

End with the Sign of the Cross.��

��

This simple order can be followed for Sundays and daily Masses. Here are some ways to make this 

time more intentional and beautiful:�

�If possible, set aside a particular space in your home and a consistent time in your day for this 

prayer.�

Focus your attention with a holy image, perhaps of the�Last Supper�or the�Crucifixion.�

�Light and extinguish candles to signal the beginning and the end of your prayer.�

�Incorporate music, either by playing a recording, or, if you have musical talent yourself or in 

your family, sing a favorite hymn or two.��

Not being able to participate in the celebration of the Mass, not being able to receive Jesus in the Eu-

charist�these are indeed great crosses many of us have now been asked to bear. But as we are re-

minded again and again throughout the Lenten season, this is the call of the Christian life: to take up 

our crosses�daily�and follow Jesus (see Luke 9:23), to offer all of our sufferings and unite them with 

Jesus’ sacrifice of self�giving love, poured out upon the Cross.��

Most importantly, if/when we are called upon to sacrifice even our participation in the sacrifice of the 

Mass,�let us never lose hope.�For the One whom we receive in the Eucharist has not abandoned us, 

nor will he ever abandon us. So then let us abandon ourselves to God with confidence, trusting in the 

One who continually reassures us: “Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 

28:20).�

�

�

�

�

Originally Published on University of Notre Dame McGrath Institute for Church Life Blog, reprinted with per-

mission�
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St. Mary Parish�

�

Pastor 

John V. Di Bacco, Jr. 304�599�3747�

jvdjr@comcast.net�

�

Rectory 

304�225�0506�

�

�

Parish Office 

�

Address: 

3334B University Ave�

Morgantown, WV 26505�

�

Office Hours: 

Monday�Friday 9:30am�4:30pm�

Closed Holy Days & some �

Public Holidays�

�

Office Staff 

Carmen Riotto DeMasters �

Theresa DeMasters �

�

Phone 

304�599�3747 / 304�225�2361�

�

Fax 

Fax: 304�599�3769�

�

Email 

stmaryschurch@comcast.net �

�

Website 

www.stmarystarcity.com �

�

Mausoleum Accounts & Management �

Angela Merinar 304�841�2101�

�

Maintenance & Facility Management 

Jonny Petak�

�

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

Kathy Kerzak 304�225�1163�

kkerzak@comcast.net�

�

Nancy Ferrari 304�599�1996 �

nickliz@aol.com�

�

Ministry Coordinator 

TamI Alexander 304�698�7625/599�1996 

tamialexander@gmail.com �

�

Hispanic Ministries 

Maria Garcia 304�685�7595�

Lola Contreras 304�216�3441�

stmaryhispanicministry@gmail.com �

�

St. Ursula Food Pantry & Outreach  

Sr. Rachel Blais, S.C. 304�599�3822 �

stursulafoodpantryoutreach@comcast.net�

�

Virginia Aultman�Moore 304�599�3822 

stursulafoodpantryoutreach@comcast.net�

�

Formation Center & Peace Hall 

304�599�9531�

�

St. Francis de Sales Central School 

304�291�5070�

�

Prayer Requests 

Barbara Fedikovich 304�599�3910 �

Rena Cyphert at 304�599�6642�

The Church Teaches:�

Our Lord made it very clear that holiness 

cannot be understood or lived apart from 

these demands, for mercy is ‘the beating 

heart of the Gospel’�

~G������ �� �	
������ (“O� ��� C��� �� H���‐

��

 �� T����’
 W����”),  97�

Catholic teaching can’t be reduced to a single issue. Pope 

Francis is unequivocal that the “lives of the poor, those al‐

ready born, the destitute” are as “equally sacred,” in his 

words, as the unborn in the womb.�

Civil Law as an Indispensable Tool Against Racism �

Laws against racial discrimination�whether in employment, housing, 

education, voting or elsewhere�put into action our Nation’s guaran-

tee of “Equal Justice Under the Law,” which is inscribed over the por-

tico of the United States Supreme Court. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 

and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 are two great federal monuments 

of a different kind�ones written on paper, not made of stone. The 

Catholic bishops of the United States have supported these laws 

since their inception�originally through the National Catholic Welfare 

Conference, and now through the United States Conference of Catho-

lic Bishops�out of their commitment to the inherent dignity of every 

human person, regardless of race. �

Continued from Page 10�

�

Since the hymnals have disappeared, perhaps a new appreciation for good litur-

gical music could be sought. (I’m afraid I’m going to lose this one. “Gather Us 

In”, “All Are Welcome”, “You Are Mine” are Covid�19 immune I think).�

�

Carpe Diem�

None of these things is really that hard to accomplish.� None of them requires a 

degree in rocket science. The Dominican and Franciscan reforms of the thir-

teenth century and the Jesuit outreach to the secular world in the sixteenth, re-

vitalized this great community of the Church, and we once again changed the 

world. So the challenge is ours. Remember, they are not coming back if we do 

nothing.� They just won’t.��Carpe diem�seize the day you bishops, priests dea-

cons and well�formed laity. We have a window of opportunity.� Let’s not 

squander it.�

��

Monsignor Barr is a Roman Catholic priest of the Diocese of Rockford, Illinois. In 

his 35 years of priesthood, he has been pastor, principal, teacher, university pro-

fessor, Vicar for Clergy and Vicar General. He is a former associate editor of a 

newspaper and a novelist. He speaks on Celtic Theology and Current Catholic 

Issues. �
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 McCulla McCulla
 Funeral Home Funeral Home

770 Fairmont Rd. • Morgantown
(304) 291-3458 (304) 291-3458 www.mcculla.com

William B. McCulla  LICWilliam B. McCulla  LIC

108 Holland Ave., Morgantown
304-292-9494

C. Jason Smith, II - LIC, Owner & 
Cathy Smith - LAFD, Owner

www.smithfuneralandcremationcare.com

 Council 2954 
 St. Mary Church

To Join, Contact Rodney A. Pyles, Grand Knight
304-599-6496 • rod.pylz@gmail.com

 FD KITCHEN 
 & BATH

Design • Sales • Installation
1214 Green Bag Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508 

304-291-6991

FLOANN AND KEN DOWNEY, Owners

• Tax Preparation - Personal & Business • Payroll 
• Bookkeeping • Accounting • New Business Formation
Located at 1237 Pineview Dr., Morgantown, WV 26505

Call us at 304-212-5459 • mpacpa.accountants

Jason Novicky • jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 
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Funeral Home, Inc
Omega Crematory
304-292-8664

Edward Dan Hastings, Lic
www.hastingsfuneralhome.com

 Morgantown 
 Catholic Daughters 
 Court St. Ursula

Come join us.
Contact the Church Office 

hollysabatino@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/hollysabatino
Faith First, Family Second, Career Third

Holly L. Sabatino
Independent 
Beauty Consultant

471 Aspen Street, 
Morgantown
WV 26505
304-376-2851

To the right, to the right, to the 
right of the Morgantown Mall.

1232 Suncrest Towne Centre
Morgantown, WV 26505

304.296.4142 or 304.622.1717
www.ferrusoandassociates.com

Mulch • Riverstone • Wall Block • Pavers 
304-291-3400	 aflswv.com

Dina Faini Muttillo Jo Watson

www.TheWowFactoryOnline.com 304-599-2wow(2969)
3453 University Avenue, Morgantown, WV 26505

304.554.CAFE • www.terracafewv.com
425 Industrial Ave. • On the Rail Trail in Star City

Hot Spot Lounge & Restaurant
Daily Food Specials / ALL DAY LOW PRICES

Available Discounts * Eat In Only 
prices subject to change

1384 Greenbag Road • Morgantown WV 26508 
(304) 292-8368
EAT IN or CARRY OUT

P.O. Box 369 
Dellslow, WV 26531
Cell: 304.290.4361
Office & Fax: 304.864.4004
polcesealcoating@hotmail.com

Specializations:
• Office Furniture 
• Commercial Interior
• Architectural Interior Products

parishioner

CALL TO SCHEDULE A 
CONSULTATION (304) 581-6701

831 Venture Drive
Morgantown, WV 26508

304-296-3243

www.daviskitchenandtile.com

Dave Seman, President
304-598-9030

dave@advancedheatingandcooling.info | www.advancedheatingandcooling.info

BRING IN THIS AD AND MENTION THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ST. MARY’S PARISH!

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL NEW SYSTEMS!

WV031443

Homes • Commercial • Land • Auctions
For that personal attention, 

Call 304-291-6633
Vickie Jenkins, Broker/Owner 

vjen99@aol.com 
vickiejenkinsproperties.com Proudly Serving Morgantown, WV & Surrounding Area

 MATT HEFFERIN
 304.607.4376
 matt@hhiwv.com
 www.hhiwv.com

304-599-3111 
morgantownvetcare.com

 Drs. Weidman and Hazey III, PLLC
 Specialists in Orthodontics
 Alvin F. Weidman, D.D.S., M.S. Michael A. Hazey III, D.D.S., M.S.
(304) 598-2500 (304) 842-5211
918 Chestnut Ridge Road, Suite #5 112 Hill Street
Morgantown, WV 26505 Bridgeport, WV 26330www.mountaineerorthodontics.com

We Specialize In Smiles
Family Dentistry

56 Mileground Rd. • Ste. A
Morgantown, WV 26505

(304) 296-CARE
Visit Us On the Web At:
drraymond.com

Parishioner


