Parish Office: 2751 County Road 30 * Florence, Alabama 35634

Phone: 256-764-1885 / 256-349-2272 « Fax: 256-349-2186

Sacramental Emergency: 256-736-3970 / 256-415-8517

Email: stmichaelcatholic@gmail.com » Website: www.stmichaelscatholic.org
Find us on Facebook: St. Michael’s Catholic Church Florence, Alabama
Find us on Instagram: stmichaelcatholic

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday, 9:30 am—3:30 pm
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SEPTEMBER 15 2019 - TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH STAFF

Pastor....ueeeeeeeen. Fr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B. PARISH INF ORMATION FORM
Deacon.....ouveeeeiaeiaaean, Dcn. Steve Kirkpatrick (or cal{ Parish Oﬁige at 256- 76-4'] 835)
SECIELAIY ...cueververveieeeiteieteeeeee e Elaine Eckl 0 Please Mail a New Parishioner Registration Form
Bookkeeper............... Debbie Brewer/Mary Jo Rivera 0 Please make the following changes to my census information
Director of Religious Education.............. David Locker Name Phone
Activity/Choir Director .........cccccevveeeenee. Donna Peters A
Youth Director........cccccevueeeennnen. Suzanne/Todd McGee Email add
Housekeeper .......cocveveeveeneeneenienenne, Kathy Williams mail address

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.......cocceeveriiriiiiiiiiiiciieiienes 6:00 pm
Sunday ....c.ceeeeeeieeiieniieiieeieeee 7:30 am and 10:00 am
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday ...........c.cceceenee. 7:30 am
Wednesday ......ceeeeeerverienieienienieeeee e 6:00 pm
SAtULdAY ...veeeveeieeieeie e 8:00 am

CONFESSIONS: Wednesday: 5:30 pm, Saturdays
at 5:00pm and by appointment

BAPTISMS: By appointment

MARRIAGES: Diocesan regulations require at
least 6 months advance notice

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
SUNAAYS .eveeveeieeiieeeee e 8:45am—-9:45am
School Building across the Street from Church
Restrooms - in the Parish House
Automated External Defibrillator -
in east vestibule of the Church
Emergency Exits through sacristies

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Fr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B....... Den. Steve Kirkpatrick

Mary Brinley .......cccceevevieieeneeniieieennen. Teresa Chaney
Ralph Peters........ccoceeveveriecieienieienens Frances Holder
David Locker......coceeeveveninieieieieecenee Gary Padgett
Mary Jo Rivera.....ccooceevvenienieneennenne. Danny Tamayo
Courtney Warden .........cccceceevvereeeneencnnen. Gary Williams

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES
203 Plum Street ¢ Florence, AL
Debbie Buffaloe, LGSW, Social Worker
256-768-1550 « cfsdebb@att.net

Individual, marriage, and family counseling, adoptions, and ﬂghtegug.-pm;ﬁ
infant foster care, pregnancy and post-abortion counseling. PR
Sliding Scale Affordable Rates, No Insurance filing. o
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GOSPEL MEDIATION

“Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near
to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began
to complain...” In this Sunday’s Gospel, we learn the
context for the forthcoming parables about the lost and
found. A great mixed crowd surrounds Jesus. The
religious elite are present, along with all manner of
local lowlifes. The Pharisees seem a bit upset that this
wasn’t the lecture series they were hoping for. Why
would Jesus welcome sinners?

Jesus responds as if it’s the most obvious thing in the
world. “Rejoice with me because I have found my lost
sheep ... rejoice because I have found the coin that 1
lost ... let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of
mine ... was lost, and has been found!” Each of the
parables features a dramatic example. Of 99 sheep,
one has gone astray. Of 10 coins, one has gone
missing. The welcomed son has previously been a
covetous scoundrel. Jesus’ point to the Pharisees is
clear. If the Gospel really is “good news,” if our faith
really has the power to save, why wouldn’t we want
everyone drawing near? Why wouldn’t we do
everything in our power to eke out that possibility for
every single person, no matter where they have
wandered? After all, if this message is not of value to
everyone, why is it of value to anyone?

Our Christian faith is not a matter of rule adherence
for the perfectionist elite. In our own ways, each of us
is the lost sheep, the prodigal son. There is no one who
“has no need of repentance.” The Church is a mixed
crowd. And we are mixed people. And the Gospel has
good news for each of us today! There is no one Jesus
doesn’t go after, no one he does not catch sight of
“while ... still a long way off,” no one to whom he
does not run to embrace and welcome home.

COLLECTION
September 1st.......... $8,555.50
September 8th.......... $5,130.80

Thank you for your generosity!

Date

MASS INTENTIONS FOR WEEK

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6:00pm Angel Alonso (Family)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
7:30 am Jim Connolly (Betty Connolly)
10:00 am For the People of the Parish

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
7:30 am David Eckl (Friend)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
6:00 pm William Meyer (Charlie Meyer)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30 am Dorothy Eckl (Rivera Family)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
7:30 am Paul Eckl (Friend)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
8:00am Conrad Gruber (Bill/Neena Connolly)
6:00 pm Kathy Connolly (Charles/Beth Mecke)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
7:30 am People of the Parish
10:00 am Bill & Dorothy Cook (Bill/Regina Cook)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 15TH

Monday: 1Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9 [6]/Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6

Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 /Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2¢c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13
Next Sunday:  Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 ]/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-

13 or 16:10-13
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The ladies in charge of the altar for the month of September
\ are Beth Bernauer (256-764-1330), Ella Raney, Vicki Farina
and Linda Eckl.
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‘ e Eucharistic Minister Lector/Cantors Ushers Gift Bearers Greeters Altar Servers Nursery
Sept 14 Venus McCarthy Lector - Adrian Eckl Tony Eckl
Sat. Marlene Baker Cantor - Jennifer Halen Don Meville [ﬁgémgt JOMZ%/Z%US SaDrﬁE eEI(I:Ekclzkl
6:00 PM Greg Halen Elaine Eckl John McCarthy Y
Sept 15 Tim Connolly Lector - Bud Ward Chris Jones : .
Sun. Bill Connolly Cantors - Damien Simbeck, F. Tony Passarella C“;';rf]ﬁ”es Dogm;zéAgrges ‘{/(\),i?tpgﬁfgfs
7:30 AM Louis Epping Holder, M. Passarella Louis Epping Y pring y
Sept 15 Kathy Williams Lector - Dianne Cutshaw Anthony Eckl Delia Whitt
Sun. David Locker Cantor - Deona Berrens Ronald Eckl Gargalzz]aiiigett G@mgﬂgy Sarah Gullett /f\r:n%leMP%r\:vC:rss
10:00 AM Carolyn Eck Darby Berrens Matthew Connolly Y Will Gullett g
Sept 21 Deacon Steve Lector- Katherine Crow John Charles Grow Alan/ Joni Freddie/Darlene Volunteer
Sat Lesia Albright Cantor- Sarah Eckl Bill Glock Keach Hall Volunteer
6:00 PM Madeline Albright Bill Cook
Sept 22 Deacon Steve Lector - Cindy Varner Henry King . .
Sun. Bud Ward Cantors - D. Simback, F. Holder, John Connolly He;%lifmg Bud/Pat Ward '\ﬂrgin:é\',\g;a
7:30 AM Pat Ward M. Passarella Bill Connolly Y
Sgﬂtnﬂ 'Phe:r(e::osra] 3\}3\(’)?1 Lector - Tom Greene T'\ggak,\%(gge Children’s Frank/ Carol Cooper Wood Courtney Warden
10:00 AM Jacqueline Pettus Cantor- Amy Tidwell Charles Krieger Church Mecke Justin Hendon | Cameron Vandiver
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U +  + + + % % % * + 4 % %
. ANNOUNCEMENTS I ,””lll””l
! SH‘I h";:h Condolences are sent to the Connolly Family on the passing of their . PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
I YMPAY gaughter and sister, Kathy Connolly. Sympathy is also expressed to Del- | THOSE IN THE MILITARY SERVICE
. ta Jones Smith on the passing of Eric Jones. May their souls rest with our Risen Lord! « AND THEIR FAMILIES:
. . . I Freddie Adams Greg Halen
! Thanll(fyouhto sanfiy Evers for donating a new beautiful Raffle Ticket | | Albright Robbie Herlong
: Barrel for the Picnics. I Caleb Albright Daniel Keel
- Thank you to everyone who helped make the Labor Day Picnic a success! Your hard * 8h”3 é&tl)t?ghr:t .IJEU]::aI\II\ch_(lnney
lis much appreciated! It couldn’t have been done without all the teamwork! Thanks | Cﬁ;%yBreggwell S(rzlott Ngfsr
* to all who generously donated bingo prizes, bingo was a hit! Special thanks to David * g~ Brown Michael/Mary P
L . . Ty viary Ferry

I Peters who has been chairing the stew pots all these years and has retired from this Joseph Burkhart Hunter Rippey
i position! I Thqmas Burkhart Scott Scidel
. Raffle Ticket Results: 1st prize - Paul & Cindy Stumpe, 2nd Prize - Sandy Evers, 3rd * gp;;sn%gg&m ,‘i\?]?jlys\?\;;t:son
| Prize - Carolann Jent, 4th Prize - Michael Alonso. Thank you to everyone whol Barry Crosby Brandon Wilcutt
« bought raffle tickets and donated prizes! * Andy Faul
! o Also thanks to all for your help in making St. Michael’s Labor of Love. \élésglnG"G.r:gPam
I Run a success! A special thanks to all that volunteered, set up, worked |

* registration, water stations and made donations. Thanks to St Florian Po- - ST. JOSEPH

i lice for a smooth and safe run, Fr John for his blessing, door prize donations, water |
. and snacks. Also to Solid Rock Timing, North Alabama Screen Print, Mitchell Printing =
| and all who participated. A fun time was had by all. We look forward to seeing eve- |

. ryone at next years race! .
! & ... CYO will be going on the Cross Retreat to Camp Tekakwitha on.
I M LY October 4-6th. This is open to all high school students (9-12th

grade). Contact Suzanne McGee if interested at 256-412-0881. .

I Lay Ministry Announcement - Due to few Eucharistic Ministers at 10am Mass, there
* will only be three (3) ministers starting this Sunday September 15th. We will be us-
I ing three (3) Ushers at 10am Mass as well. If you wish to volunteer or to be sched-
" uled at any Masses please contact the Church office or fill out the activities form on

the Church website. More help is needed and welcomed everywhere at all Masses. ,
Please consider being a part of the lay ministry group. Your time, talent and efforts |

! are much appreciated! Thank you! .
Iﬁﬁ | Saint Michael Archangel Lunch - September 29th after the 10am
I Lulﬁgﬁn— Mass in the gym. Food will be provided. Please come and spend some

time with your Parish Family.

I St Vincent de Paul will be hosting bingo at El Reposo Nursing Home this Wednesday
" September 18th at 1:30pm. If you’d like to join please meet us there at 1:15pm.
I Contact Deacon Steve for more info at deaconsteve@stmichaelscatholic.org

I Finance Council Meeting will meet September 24th at 6 PM in the Church office.
= The first 30 minutes of the meeting is open to any Parishioners wishing to discuss *
I an item with the Council. If you are interested, contact the Church office and you’III
= be given time. Following this special allotted time, the meeting will be closed so that ’
I the regular business with the Council members can be carried out.
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I [ be held on Sunday, October 13th, and

SCHOOL NEWS

The St. Joseph School Fall Festival will

sponsors are needed! St. Joseph
School is a non-profit educational
organization under provisions of IRS
Code 501(c)(3). Donations are tax-
deductible as allowed by law. Pease
contact the school regarding sponsor-
ship by September 20th to receive all
of your Fall Festival benefits. Thank
you for your consideration of in-
vesting in St. Joseph Catholic School.

sus is happy to come
with us, as truth is
happy to be spoken,
as life to be lived,
as light to be lit,
as love is to be loved,
as joy to be given,

as peace to be spread.

\T\SL Francis of Assisi

-




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Ladies’ Morning Bible Study - We meet Thursdays at
= 10:30am in the Church Office building. We are
starting Revelations and The Letters of John from
Ignatius Press. All ladies are welcome to come!

Monday Night Bible Study - We meet Mondays at 6:30pm in
the Church Office building. We are studying the Gospel of John
from Ignatius Press. All are welcome to attend!

Resources are Available! A wide selection of books and
% movies are available and free to use and are located in
the Church office library. Please stop by to make use of

these great resources!

Catechetical Sunday is this Sunday, September 15th, PSR
students are asked to sit with their teachers at the 10am Mass.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Shoals Sav-A-Life Fall Fundraiser - October 8th at 6:30pm.
Contact them at 256-740-0640 or director@ssal.life

Trunk or Treat - October 27th in the Gym

All Souls Service and Soup & Sandwiches - November 3rd
Senior Appreciation Meal - December 14th in the Gym
Parish Christmas Dinner & Play - December 15th in the Gym

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES

Mondays and Thursdays the gym is open to all from 6-8pm for
exercise class, access to exercise equipment as well as the
game room.

Grief Support Meetings meet every Wednesday
EREWEMENT after the 6pm Mass in the Church Office. Contact
Cynthia Johnson for more information at 256-

443-3538

St Vincent de Paul Society meets Wednesdays after the 6pm
Mass in the Parish House. Contact Deacon Steve for more info.

Loaves and Fishes meet Wednesday mornings at
w&m. All are welcome, contact Bridget Estelle at
256-766-8480 for more information.

Room at the Table - The first meeting will be on October 15th
at First Presbyterian Church on Mobile Street at 4pm and

serving at 5:30pm. Contact Carol Mecke at 256-757-4669 if
interested or can help out.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Stained Glass Windows Project - The much anticipated report
of the independent assessment of St. Michael’s stained glass
windows by Pittsburgh Stained Glass Studios has arrived. This
company was recommended to us by the Stained Glass
Association of America. A bound copy of the report is available
for interested parishioners to read. This report can be checked
out at the church office.



