
PARISH STAFF�

Pastor���������������������������������Fr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B.�

Deacons�������������������������������������Dcn. Steve Kirkpatrick�

deaconsteve@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Deacon Bob Laremore�

Director of Religious Education������������David Locker�

dre@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Bookkeeper�����������������Debbie Brewer/Mary Jo Rivera�

bookkeeper@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Secretary�����������������������������������������������������Elaine Eckl�

secretary@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Activity/Choir Director/Organist�����������Donna Peters�

Youth Directors��������������������Suzanne & Todd McGee�

Housekeeper�����������������������������������������Kathy Williams�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil����������������������������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday�����������������������������������������7:30 am and 10:00 am�

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday��������������������������7:30 am�

Wednesday���������������������������������������������������������6:00 pm�

Saturday��������������������������������������������������������������8:00 am�

�

CONFESSIONS: Wednesday: 5:30 pm, Saturdays 

at 5:00pm and by appointment�

�

BAPTISMS: By appointment�

�

MARRIAGES: Diocesan regulations require at 

least 6 months advance notice�

�

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION�

Sundays�������������������������������������������������8:45am‒9:45am�

School Building across the Street from Church �

�

�

Restrooms � in the Parish House (West of the Church)�

Automated External Defibrillator � �

 in east vestibule of the Church. �

Emergency Exits through sacristies�

�

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES�

203 Plum Street • Florence, AL�

Debbie Buffaloe, LGSW, Social Worker�

256�768�1550 • cfsdebb@att.net�

Individual, marriage, and family counseling, adoptions, and 

infant foster care, pregnancy and post�abortion counseling. 

Sliding Scale Affordable Rates, No Insurance filing.�

APRIL 26, 2020 •  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER�

PARISH INFORMATION FORM�

(or call Parish Office at 256�764�1885)�

□  

Please Mail a New Parishioner Registration Form�

□  

Please make the following changes to my census information�

�

Name����������������������������Phone�����������������

�

Address� ����������������������������������������������

�

Email address�������������������������������������������

Parish Office: 

2751 County Road 30 • Florence, Alabama 35634�

Phone: 

256�764�1885 / 256�349�2272 • 

Fax: 

256�349�2186�

Sacramental Emergency: 256�736�3970 / 256�415�8517�

Email: 

stmichaelcatholic@gmail.com • 

Website: 

www.stmichaelscatholic.org�

Find us on Instagram

: stmichaelcatholic �

Facebook: 

St. Michael’s Catholic Church Family � St Florian, Alabama�

Office Hours: 

Tuesday‒Friday, 9:30 am‒3:30 pm�



FATHER JOHN’S MESSAGE�

�

     On behalf of St Michael’s parish, I would like to thank all 

those people throughout the world helping others through 

this pandemic. Like the martyrs of old, we have so many 

heroes pu ng their lives on the line for others. Your good 

work will not be forgo"en. �

�

   Regina Riley tells a story that many parents can relate to. 

For years she had prayed that her two sons would return 

to the faith. Then one Sunday morning in church she 

couldn’t believe her eyes. Her two sons came in and sat 

across the aisle from her. Her joy and gra(tude over�

flowed. A+erwards, she asked her sons what prompted 

their return to the faith. The younger son told the story: 

One Sunday morning while vaca(oning in Colorado, they 

were driving down a mountain road. It was raining cats and 

dogs. Suddenly, they came upon an old man without an 

umbrella. He was soaked through and through and walked 

with a no(ceable limp. Yet he kept trudging doggedly along 

the road. The brothers stopped and picked him up. It 

turned out that the stranger was on his way to Mass at the 

church three miles down the road. The brothers took him 

there. Since the rain was coming down so hard and they 

had nothing be"er to do, they decided to wait for the 

stranger to take him home a+er Mass. It wasn’t long 

before the two boys figured they might as well go inside 

rather than wait out in the car. As the brothers listened to 

the reading of the scriptures and sat through the breaking 

of the bread something moved them deeply. The only way 

they could later explain was, “You know, mother, it felt so 

right. Like ge ng home a+er a long (ring trip.”�

�

   This pandemic got my a"en(on, it took away my 

freedom which I took for granted.  Also, the pandemic 

helped me see where I can improve my ways for Christ. It 

opened my eyes to see what is really important. I need to 

love Christ with my whole heart and soul! I need not to 

hold anything back. The story of the two brothers and their 

encounter with the stranger on the Colorado road bears a 

striking resemblance to today’s gospel.  �

�

   In today’s gospel the two disciples traveling along the 

Emmaus road had once followed Jesus with hope and joy. 

They truly believed He was sent by God to establish God’s 

kingdom. Then came the stormy hours of Good Friday. All 

their hopes and dreams got smashed into a thousand 

pieces. Totally bewildered, they le+ Jesus in an unmarked 

tomb and returned to their former ways. It was against this 

background that they met the stranger on the Emmaus 

road on Easter Sunday morning. The disciples listened to 

him. The watched Him break bread. And something moved 

them deeply. The stranger was not a stranger at all. It was 

Jesus. �

He was alive and is now risen. �

�

God Bless you all!�
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 26TH�

�

Sunday:�  Acts 2:14, 22�33 /Ps 16:1�2, 5, 7� 11 /1 Pt 1:17�21�

� Lk 24:13�35�  �

Monday:  Acts 6:8�15 /Ps 119:23�24, 26�27, 29�30 /Jn 6:22�29�

Tuesday:  Acts 7:51�8:1 /Ps 31:3�4, 6�8, 17 and 21 /Jn 6:30�35�

Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b�8 /Ps 66: 1�3a, 4�7/Jn 6:35�40�

Thursday:  Acts 8:26�40 /Ps 66:8�9, 16�17, 20 /Jn 6:44�51�

Friday:� Acts 9:1�20/Ps 117:1, 2 /Jn 6:52�59    OR�

� St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26�2:3 or Col 3:14�15, 

� 17, 23�24 /Ps 90:2�4, 12�14 and 16 /Mt 13:54�58�

Saturday:  Acts 9:31�42 /Ps 116:12�17 /Jn 6:60�69�

Next Sunday:  Acts 2:14, 36�41 /Ps 23:1�6 /1 Pt 2:20�25 and�

� Jn 10:1�10�

Reflections of the Readings  

First Reading In his first speech in Acts, Peter focuses on 

God’s work in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

What do you think the Resurrection of Jesus says about 

God? 

Second Reading Peter asserts that the Resurrection of Je-

sus should give believers “faith and hope” in God. How 

do you remain focused on this objective in your spiritual 

journey? 

Gospel Reading Jesus’ Resurrection appearance to the 

two disciples on the road to Emmaus is one of the most 

well-known and beloved resurrection stories. What do 

you think makes this resurrection account so appealing? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS�

�

Deepest sympathy is expressed to the Kanka family on the pass-

ing of Theresa Kanka. Condolences are also sent to the Tamayo 

family on the passing of Danny’s brother, Ruben. May their souls rest with our 

Risen Lord.�

�

Father John will be saying masses privately since his foot is now mostly 

healed. Mass inten(ons will be rescheduled. Masses will be said pri-

vately as by Bishop Baker’s direc(on un(l further no(ce. Father John 

appreciates all the prayers and support following his injury and con(nues to 

pray for everyone.�

�

St Joseph’s in Florence has Live Mass on their facebook and youtube pages. 

You can find them at St Joseph’s Catholic Church Florence Alabama.�

�

Thank you to those who have mailed in their offertories to the 

Church Office. Your dona(ons are appreciated! Credit will be given 

for all dona(ons like normal. �

�

Lay Ministry Scheduling � Following recent events, lay ministry schedule will 

be done on a weekly bases. The suspension of Mass has been extended (l 

April 30th. If you are available to serve in any capacity at that weekend’s 

masses or the following Sundays in May, contact the Church Office. �

�

Seeking the Lord at Home is a resource guide that provides infor-

ma(on and links on how to access a live mass, prayers, devo(ons, etc. 

To access this document go to the church website  and under the re-

source tab click the ‘Links’ subtab. Seeking the Lord at Home is the first 

link on the page, click on it. A plenary indulgence for the pandemic is also 

available on the links subtab. �

�

CYO’s Annual Yard Sale fundraiser is s(ll tenta(ve, hopefully 

some(me in May or June in the gym. Please save any items 

you’d like to donate. Proceeds goes towards the CYO’s sum-

mer trip to Gatlinburg, TN. Contact Todd & Suzanne McGee with any ques-

(ons. All youth in (or soon to be entering) the 7th�12th grades are invited an 

encouraged to par(cipate in CYO ac(vi(es!�

NOTE TO ALL PARISHIONERS AND THOSE IT MAY CONCERN�

�

Following Bishop Baker’s April 14th le"er, the suspension of Mass 

will be extended (l April 30th. Saint Michael’s Church will remain 

locked un(l then. The Church Office remains closed to the public 

un(l further no(ce. If you have any business please do so by 

phone or by email. �

�

If you would like to mail your weekly offering/contribu(on you 

may do so or drop it in the safe drop box by the office door. Be 

sure to include in the memo if it is a general offering or if it goes 

to a par(cular cause (capital campaign, in memory of someone, 

building fund, etc). You will receive credit for your dona(on like 

normal.�

�

Since there is moral obliga(on to keep the Sabbath holy, it is rec-

ommended to watch Mass on EWTN, meditate on the daily read-

ings, read scripture, and pray the rosary and devo(ons, etc. Re-

sources for reading materials is also available on the church web-

site under the resource tab.�

�

We urge everyone to pray against the spread of all other diseases 

that are spread around the world, for physical and spiritual pro-

tec(on against all evil threats. �
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ANNOUNCEMENTS�

�

All Church ac"vi"es and events have all been suspended un(l 

further no(ce. �

�

All PSR classes have been canceled for the remainder of the 

2019�2020 school program year, including all of May 2020. �

�

Find St Michael’s on Instagram! You can follow us at 

stmichaelcatholic�

�

Due to a change within the Diocese’s Office of Youth, new 

background checks must be ran on all individuals involved with 

the youth members of our Church. The office has consent forms 

which must be signed so please contact the Church Office and 

we send you the form then email/mail/fax the new form back to 

the office. Thank you in advance for your coopera(on.�

�

Prayer List � Please check our prayer list (both parishioners and 

non parishioners) o+en to help keep it up to date as much as 

possible. Contact the Office for any changes.�

�

Bulle"ns are mailed out weekly on Fridays. If you or someone 

you know would like to like to receive one, contact the Office to 

get put on the mailing list. Bulle(ns are also available on our 

website and on our ‘Parish App’.�

�

We would like to thank each business and individuals for their 

support in sponsoring an ad on the back of our bulle(n! We 

encourage parishioners to use these businesses and services as a 

way to thank them for their support of our parish.�

�

“We Are The 

Easter People 

And Hallelujah 

Is Our Song”  

-Saint Pope John 

Paul II 
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�

 

�

 �

�

PARISHIONERS in the hospital or health care facility:�

PARISHIONERS at Home:�

NON�PARISHIONERS:�

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

SERVICE AND FAMILIES�
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256-766-9600
KINGREALTYANDAUCTION.COM

REALTY &
AUCTION CO., INC.

1950 Helton Dr. • Florence, AL
256-764-6401

 annebernauer@gmail.com
cell 256.710.5058 • office 256.740.0706

anne
B E R N A U E R

 REALTOR®

(256) 764-7386
AL#83391

Will and Dee’s Florist
FRESH FLOWERS • ANTIQUES

Funerals • Weddings • Hospital Delivery
BILLY & FRANCES RICHARDSON
1126 North Wood Ave. • Florence

256-768-9919

4350 Co Rd 47, Florence
256-718-4268

Deep Roots. Home Grown.

St. Florian Gas
256-767-2711

Monday-Friday 7AM-5PM
Closed Saturday and Sunday

 Big Star
 Supermarket
 ST. FLORIAN
 256-764-0245
4695 County Rd 47 • Florence

ORAL & FACIAL SURGERY
of the Shoals, LLC

Mark R. McIlwain, DMD, MD
Christopher B. Nester, DMD, MD
Jonathan W. Frederick, DMD, MD

Daniel Lee Morris, DMD, MD
(256) 383-1499

 CONNOLLY ANIMAL CLINIC
 256-757-5376
 Matthew Connolly, D.V.M. • Whitney Terrell, D.V.M.

Monday-Friday | 7:30-5:30

Blessed are the
pure in heart,

for they will see God
115 Plum St. • Florence, AL

PLEASE SUPPORT
St. Joseph School

Foundation

join us for

catholic 
night

the 2nd tuesday
o f t h e m o n t h

256.275.3248
proceeds donated

to st. michael

 Bubbles & Blowouts
 Memberships 
 (Complementary Drink of Choice)  
2 blowouts a month + a free birthday blowout 

– 10% off all products & color services –
$5 off any additional blowouts you get 

beyond 2 per month • $75 /Month
256.767.9933 •        502 E. College St., Florence

Trucks • Trailers • Motor Homes
Buses • Off-Road Vehicles

256-710-9537
www.axlesurgeons.com

High Quality Mobile
On-Site Repair

randall mckinney - parishioner

Non-medical Home Care
Dee Mussleman • 256-740-8249
www.eldercareweb.com

501 West College St. • Florence
256-766-3298

Audrey Cohenour Newton, PharmD
Frances V. Cohenour Heinze, PharmD

3711 Florence Blvd • 256-712-5596
www.schneiderautohausllc.com

(256) 764-1806
Dr. J.D Smith

202 Rosa Lane, Florence, AL 35630
Mbr of Catholic Diocese

www.drjdsmith.com

www.kindredathome.com 
Debbi.Nerstad@Gentiva.com

Debbi Nerstad, RN • Friend of St. Michael’s
Area Vice President of Operations - North AL

256-366-3917

• Traditional Services  • Cremation Services
• Pre-Planning

“Our Family Serving Your Family”

 GREENHILL
 FUNERAL HOME

8450 Hwy 43, Florence
256-757-0160 279877-1

256.275.3312
3226 Florence Blvd, Florence

Providing hands-on, one-on-one physical therapy care.  
Daniel Eck, PT, DPT, COMT, Cert. MDT

Melissa Jones • mjones@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6570 


