
PARISH STAFF�

Pastor���������������������������������Fr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B.�

Deacons�������������������������������������Dcn. Steve Kirkpatrick�

deaconsteve@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Deacon Bob Laremore�

Director of Religious Education������������David Locker�

dre@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Bookkeeper�����������������Debbie Brewer/Mary Jo Rivera�

bookkeeper@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Secretary�����������������������������������������������������Elaine Eckl�

secretary@stmichaelscatholic.org�

Activity/Choir Director/Organist�����������Donna Peters�

Youth Directors��������������������Suzanne & Todd McGee�

Housekeeper�����������������������������������������Kathy Williams�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil����������������������������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday�����������������������������������������7:30 am and 10:00 am�

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday��������������������������7:30 am�

Wednesday���������������������������������������������������������6:00 pm�

Saturday��������������������������������������������������������������8:00 am�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

�

Confessions: Wednesdays at 5:30 pm; Saturdays at 

5:00pm and by appointment�

�

Baptisms: By appointment�

�

Marriage: Diocesan regulations require at least 6 

months advance notice�

�

PSR: Sundays at 8:45am‒9:45am�

School Building across the Street from Church �

�

�

Restrooms � in the Parish House (West of the Church)�

Automated External Defibrillator � �

 in east vestibule of the Church. �

Emergency Exits through sacristies�

�

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES�

203 Plum Street • Florence, AL�

Debbie Buffaloe, LGSW, Social Worker�

256�768�1550 • cfsdebb@att.net�

Individual, marriage, and family counseling, adoptions, and 

infant foster care, pregnancy and post�abortion counseling. 

Sliding Scale Affordable Rates, No Insurance filing.�

�

MAY 17, 2020 •  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER�

PARISH INFORMATION FORM�

(or call Parish Office at 256�764�1885)�

□  

Please Mail a New Parishioner Registration Form�

□  

Please make the following changes to my census information�

�

Name����������������������������Phone�����������������

�

Address� ����������������������������������������������

�

Email address�������������������������������������������

Parish Office: 

2751 County Road 30 • Florence, Alabama 35634�

Phone: 

256�764�1885 / 256�349�2272 • 

Fax: 

256�349�2186�

Sacramental Emergency: 256�736�3970 / 256�415�8517�

Email: 

stmichaelcatholic@gmail.com • 

Website: 

www.stmichaelscatholic.org�

Find us on Instagram

: stmichaelcatholic �

Facebook: 

St. Michael’s Catholic Church Family � St Florian, Alabama�

Office Hours: 

Tuesday‒Friday, 9:30 am‒3:30 pm�



FATHER JOHN’S MESSAGE�

�

     Years ago Dr. Lloyd Judd prac�ced medicine in rural Oklahoma. Many people in his area were poor and had no private 

transporta�on of their own. And so he o en had to drive out to their broken down homes to treat someone who was sick or 

injured. One day Dr Judd himself became sick. When his condi�on worsened, he checked into a hospital. There he learned he 

had terminal cancer. His thoughts immediately turned to his young children. There was so much he wanted to tell them. But 

they were too li(le to understand. So he arranged to record a set of tapes which his children could play back when they 

reached their late teenage years. Here is an excerpt from one of the tapes, it deals with choosing a career in medicine. Dr 

Judd says to his children, “Are you willing to get out of a warm bed on a cold night and drive twenty miles to see a sick person, 

knowing that they can’t pay you and that they could wait un�l morning to be treated? If you can answer yes to that ques�on, 

you are ready to study medicine.” I’m proud to hear that doctors, nurses and nursing aids are willing to put their life on the 

line to fight this pandemic. They are our modern day heroes! The courageous story of Dr Judd bears a striking resemblance to 

the story of Jesus in today’s gospel. Jesus, too, didn’t have long to live. His thoughts, too, turned to his disciples. There was so 

much more that he wanted to teach them, but they weren’t ready yet to understand it. For example Jesus said to His 

disciples, “I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.” (John 16:12)  Jesus arranged for a way to con�nue to 

teach His disciples a er He was gone. He promised to send them the Holy Spirit saying, “When He comes, the spirit of truth, 

He will guide you to all truth.” (John 16:13)�

�

     Today’s three Scripture readings are intended to prepare us for the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, which we 

celebrate in two weeks. And so let’s begin our prepara�on by taking a closer look at the Holy Spirit. I think most of us are 

familiar with God the Father and the Son’s role. But we area li(le hazy about the role of the Holy Spirit.  So let’s take a quick 

glance at how the Bible describes the Spirit’s role in the overall divine plan. The first thing we no�ce is that the Bible describes 

the Holy Spirit as playing a significant role in three major events in the divine plan. First of all, the Holy Spirit par�cipated in 

the crea�on of the world. Depending on the Bible transla�on you read, the Book of Genesis says that just before crea�on, 

“the power [or the “spirit”] of God was moving over the water.” The point is, the Hebrew word that we translate “spirit” or 

“power” is the same Hebrew word that the Old Testament uses elsewhere to designate the Holy Spirit. And so the Bible 

portrays the Holy Spirit as par�cipa�ng in the crea�on of the world. We may say that the Holy Spirit in a sense prepared the 

way for the birth of our world. The second major event in which the Spirit played a significant role is the birth of Jesus. Recall 

how the angel Gabriel responded to Mary’s ques�on when Mary asked how she would conceive Jesus. The angel said, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” The third major event in which the 

Spirit played a significant role occurs on Pentecost. The Acts of the Apostles describes the Spirit as hovering over the disciples 

like wind. Then suddenly fire descended upon them and this group of frightened followers of Jesus was transformed into a 

group of fearless witnesses to Jesus. And so the Bible portrays the Holy Spirit as playing a significant role also in the birth of 

the Church on Pentecost. �
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Sunday’s Readings 

First Reading Then they laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 

8:17) 

Palm Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. (Psalm 66) 

Second Reading For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of the 

unrighteous, that He might lead you to God (1 Peter 3:18) 

Gospel “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world will 

no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live” (John 14:18-19) 

Reflections of the Readings  

First Reading In Acts 2, Luke records how the Holy Spirit initially descended upon the 

Jewish believers in Jerusalem. In today’s reading, we hear how the Holy Spirit also de-

scended upon the Samaritans who believed in Jesus. What lesion do you think Luke is 

conveying to us. 

Second Reading Peter advocates for being prepared to defend the faith, even in the face 

of danger. How does one find the courage to defend the faith in a hostile environment? 

Gospel Jesus reveals to his disciples that the intimacy between himself, the Holy Spirit 

and the Father can be shared with fellow believers. How do you experience the intima-

cy of our triune God? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS�

�

Due to this pandemic, the Church Office is not opera�ng under 

normal hours. The employees are only working in the office 

from 9:30am � 12:30pm. The office remains closed to the public, 

if you have any business please do so by email or phone.  �

�

Download the WeConnect Parish App as another out-

let to stay connected with St Michael’s Church. It is 

powered by LPi who does our bulle�ns and website. It 

is available to download in the Apple store and Google 

play. The app download links are on the website homepage. 

A er downloading select St Michael’s Catholic Church in Flor-

ence, AL as your parish. You’ll be able view bulle�ns, daily read-

ings, mass updates and contact informa�on. Give it a try! We’ll 

be adding more informa�on in the upcoming weeks. �

�

CYO’s Annual Yard Sale is set for May 30th! They will be ac-

cep�ng dona�ons on Thursday, May 28th from 5�7:30pm and 

Friday, May 29th from 5�9pm in the gym. Please save any items 

you’d like to donate; we can not take any ma(resses due to 

health regula�ons. Dona�on pick ups are limited for large non�

boxed items (furniture, chairs, etc). Contact Todd & Suzanne 

McGee with any ques�ons. All youth entering  7th�12th grades 

are invited to par�cipate in CYO ac�vi�es!�

�

Want our bulle�ns emailed to you? A new feature on our web-

site allows parishioners to subscribe to our bulle�ns! Pull the 

‘Bulle�ns’ tab up on our website and click the blue subscribe 

bu(on. Simply provide a name and email and bulle�ns will be 

emailed to you weekly. �

�

Thank you to those who have mailed in their offerto-

ries to the Church Office. Your dona�ons are appreci-

ated! Credit will be given for all dona�ons like normal. �

�

Seeking the Lord at Home is a resource guide that provides in-

forma�on and links on how to access a live mass, prayers, devo-

�ons, etc. To access this document go to the church website  

and under the resource tab click the ‘Links’ subtab. Seeking the 

Lord at Home is the first link on the page, click on it. A plenary 

indulgence for the pandemic is also available on the links subtab. �

�

Gradua�on and Award Announcements � 

St Michael’s would like to recognize all stu-

dents for their accomplishments during the 

2019�2020 school�year. This is open to students of all levels and 

age to showcase their achievements, awards, gradua�on, future 

plans, etc. Please send in informa�on to the Church Office to be 

included in this special bulle�n insert. �

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 17TH�

�

Sunday:� Acts 8:5�8, 14�17 /Ps 66:1�7, 16, 20 /1 Pt 3:15�18 and Jn 

� 14:15�21�

Monday:  Acts 16:11�15 /Ps 149:1�6 and 9 /Jn 15:26�16:4�

Tuesday:  Acts 16:22�34 /Ps 138:1�3, 7�8 and Jn 16:5�11�

Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22�18:1 /Ps 148:1�2, 11�14 and Jn 16:12�

� 15�

Thursday: Acts 18:1�8 /Ps 98:1�4 and Jn 16:16�20�

Friday:� Acts 18:9�18 /Ps 47:2�8 /Jn 16:20�23�

Saturday:  Acts 18:23�28 /Ps 47:2�3, 8�10 /Jn 16:23�28�

Next Sunday: Acts 1:1�14 /Ps 47:2�3, 6�9 /Eph 1:17�23 /Mt 28:16�

� 20  /Ps 27:1, 4, 7�8 /1 Pt 4:13�16 /Jn 17:1�11�
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�

Welcome! On behalf of our Church Family, we are pleased to 

welcome everyone to St. Michael’s Catholic Church! We are 

happy to have you and welcome you back at any�me. In Honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in considera�on for those in 

prayer, please enter and leave Church quietly and respecMully. 

Thank you! Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices 

while in Church. �

�

We would like to thank each business and individuals for their 

support in sponsoring an ad on the back of our bulle�n! 

Adver�sement spots are available, call the number on the back 

of the bulle�n for more informa�on regarding adver�sing. We 

encourage parishioners to use these businesses and services as a 

way to thank them for their support of our parish.�

�

UPCOMING EVENTS�

�

VBS tenta�ve date is set for Saturday July 25th in the gym! 

Grades K�6th are welcome! Contact Donna Peters if you’d like to 

volunteer. More details to come.�

�

St Michael’s Labor of Love 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run is set for 

Saturday, September 5th. Mark this on your calendar!�

�

Spiritual Communion Prayer�

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sac-

rament. I love You above all thing and I desire to receive You 

into my soul since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-

mentally come at least spiritually into my hear. I embrace You 

as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. �
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�

�

�

�

�

 

�

 �

�

PARISHIONERS in the hospital or health care facility:�

PARISHIONERS at Home:�

NON�PARISHIONERS:�

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

SERVICE AND FAMILIES�
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256-766-9600
KINGREALTYANDAUCTION.COM

REALTY &
AUCTION CO., INC.

1950 Helton Dr. • Florence, AL
256-764-6401

 annebernauer@gmail.com
cell 256.710.5058 • office 256.740.0706

anne
B E R N A U E R

 REALTOR®

(256) 764-7386
AL#83391

Will and Dee’s Florist
FRESH FLOWERS • ANTIQUES

Funerals • Weddings • Hospital Delivery
BILLY & FRANCES RICHARDSON
1126 North Wood Ave. • Florence

256-768-9919

4350 Co Rd 47, Florence
256-718-4268

Deep Roots. Home Grown.

St. Florian Gas
256-767-2711

Monday-Friday 7AM-5PM
Closed Saturday and Sunday

 Big Star
 Supermarket
 ST. FLORIAN
 256-764-0245
4695 County Rd 47 • Florence

ORAL & FACIAL SURGERY
of the Shoals, LLC

Mark R. McIlwain, DMD, MD
Christopher B. Nester, DMD, MD
Jonathan W. Frederick, DMD, MD

Daniel Lee Morris, DMD, MD
(256) 383-1499

 CONNOLLY ANIMAL CLINIC
 256-757-5376
 Matthew Connolly, D.V.M. • Whitney Terrell, D.V.M.

Monday-Friday | 7:30-5:30

Blessed are the
pure in heart,

for they will see God
115 Plum St. • Florence, AL

PLEASE SUPPORT
St. Joseph School

Foundation

join us for

catholic 
night

the 2nd tuesday
o f t h e m o n t h

256.275.3248
proceeds donated

to st. michael

Non-medical Home Care
Dee Mussleman • 256-740-8249
www.eldercareweb.com

501 West College St. • Florence
256-766-3298

Audrey Cohenour Newton, PharmD
Frances V. Cohenour Heinze, PharmD

3711 Florence Blvd • 256-712-5596
www.schneiderautohausllc.com

(256) 764-1806
Dr. J.D Smith

202 Rosa Lane, Florence, AL 35630
Mbr of Catholic Diocese

www.drjdsmith.com

www.kindredathome.com 
Debbi.Nerstad@Gentiva.com

Debbi Nerstad, RN • Friend of St. Michael’s
Area Vice President of Operations - North AL

256-366-3917

• Traditional Services  • Cremation Services
• Pre-Planning

“Our Family Serving Your Family”

 GREENHILL
 FUNERAL HOME

8450 Hwy 43, Florence
256-757-0160 279877-1

Melissa Jones • mjones@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6570 

We handle car wrecks, nursing home abuse, 18 wheeler accidents,
social security disability, traumatic brain injury cases.
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