Parish Office: 2751 County Road 30 • Florence, Alabama 35634
Phone: 2567641885 • Fax: 2563492186
Sacramental Emergency: 2567363970 / 2564158517 (Rectory)
Email: stmichaelcatholic@gmail.com • Website: www.stmichaelscatholic.org
Find us on Instagram: stmichaelcatholic 
Facebook: St. Michael’s Catholic Church Family  St Florian, Alabama
Office Hours: Tuesday‒Friday, 9:30 am‒3:30 pm

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 • FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PARISH STAFF

PastorFr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B.
DeaconsDcn. Steve Kirkpatrick
deaconsteve@stmichaelscatholic.org
Deacon Bob Laremore……..boblaremore@yahoo.com
Director of Religious EducationDavid Locker
dre@stmichaelscatholic.org
BookkeeperMary Jo Rivera
bookkeeper@stmichaelscatholic.org
SecretaryElaine Eckl
secretary@stmichaelscatholic.org
Activity/Choir Director/OrganistDonna Peters
Youth DirectorsSuzanne & Todd McGee
HousekeeperKathy Williams



MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil6:00 pm
Sunday7:30 am and 10:00 am
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday7:30 am
Wednesday6:00 pm


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION


Confessions: Wednesdays at 5:30 pm; Saturdays at
5:00pm and by appointment


Baptisms: By appointment

Marriage: Diocesan regulations require at least 6
months advance notice

PSR: Sundays at 8:45am‒9:45am
School Building across the Street from Church 



Restrooms  in the Parish House (West of the Church)
Automated External Defibrillator  
in east vestibule of the Church. 
Emergency Exits through sacristies


CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES
203 Plum Street • Florence, AL
Debbie Buffaloe, LGSW, Social Worker
2567681550 • cfsdebb@att.net

Individual, marriage, and family counseling, adoptions, and
infant foster care, pregnancy and postabortion counseling.
Sliding Scale Affordable Rates, No Insurance filing.




PARISH INFORMATION FORM


(or call Parish Office at 2567641885)
□ Please Mail a New Parishioner Registration Form
□ Please make the following changes to my census information
NameBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBPhoneBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
Address BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
Email addressBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
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NOVEMBER 29, 2020
GOSPEL MEDIATION 


You are at the eye doctor and it’s me for the peripheral
vision test. You know the one. It’s where you put your head up
to a contrapon and have to click a switch every me you see a
squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain opmal
focus, you will miss them and skew the outcome of the test.
You can easily ﬁnd yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t
accurate! Concentraon and focus are key to succeeding with
this evaluaon. They are also key to developing a healthy,
vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full consciousness to
the task, concentrate with all our might, be watchful and
vigilant, we are not going to see God’s loving presence ﬂashing
before our eyes! That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We
can easily get distracted, focus on nonessenal and superﬁcial
things and lose touch with what really ma(ers. Our a(enons
wander. We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed
and red. All of the stresses and demands of life consume us
and we ﬁnd ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather
than relishing the moment of the now. “Now” moments are so
ﬂeeng. They ﬂash before us like those squiggly lines on a
screen. Present moments go as quickly as they come but it is
important to discover them and rest in them as o.en as we
can. Though gone in a ﬂash, these now moments of encounter
with God teach powerful lessons and oﬀer a grounding in truth
that can be found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to
become watchful and a(enve because we are never sure
when God will surprise us. God loves surprises and love thrives
on them! God’s now moments of surprises come as tender
instants of inmate connecon where I ﬁnd profound peace,
experience joy, and rest in love. These are Advent mes
reﬂecve of the now moments when Christ ﬁrst was born,
when God surprises us during every me we care to watch and
when the great surprise of Christ’s second coming dawns upon
us all. But, to discover the grandeur and experience the awe of
these now mes, we have to be ready. We have to want to be
there. We have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to
soak in as much as we can in the me we have before us.

LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

R    W"  N$%& 29, 2020
Sunday: Is 63:16Ͳ17, 19; 64:2Ͳ7 /Ps 80:2Ͳ3, 15Ͳ16, 18Ͳ

19 /1 Cor 1:3Ͳ9 and Mk 13:33Ͳ37
Monday: Rom 10:9Ͳ18 /Ps 19:8Ͳ11 and Mt 4:18Ͳ22
Tuesday: Is 11:1Ͳ10 / Ps 72:1Ͳ2, 7Ͳ8, 12Ͳ13, 17 and Lk

10:21Ͳ24
Wednesday: Is 25:6Ͳ10 /Ps 23:1Ͳ6 and Mt 15:29Ͳ37
Thursday: Is 26:1Ͳ6 /Ps 118:1 and 8Ͳ9, 19Ͳ21, 25Ͳ27and

Mt 7:21, 24Ͳ27
Friday: Is 29:17Ͳ24 /Ps 27:1, 4, 13Ͳ14 and Mt 9:27Ͳ31
Saturday: Is 30:19Ͳ21, 23Ͳ26 /Ps 147:1Ͳ6 /Mt 9:35Ͳ10:1, 5Ͳ8
Next Sunday: Is 40:1Ͳ5, 9Ͳ11 /Ps 85:9Ͳ14 /2 Pt 3:8Ͳ14 and

Mk 1:1Ͳ8




MASS INTENTIONS FOR WEEK


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28

6:00 pm
+Eric Jones (Delta Jones)
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

7:30 am
+Keith Holder (Family)
 10:00 am
People of the Parish
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
7:30 am
+Mary Buﬄer (Family)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2

6:00 pm
+Raymond Segelhorst (Adrian/Beth Eckl)
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3

9:00 am
+Jackie Berrens (Regan/Janet Ragland)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

7:30 am
+John Buﬄer (Sandy Evers)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

6:00 pm
+John Mecke (Mecke Family)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

7:30 am
Health of Patrick Holland (Carolyn Woods)
 10:00 am
People of the Parish



Be watchful! Be alert! The core message of Advent cannot be
more direct or simple. As those who are postured in a spirit of
readiness and ancipaon, we must always be a(enve and
vigilant. We have to be ready not only for the ancipated
arrival of our Lord, but watchful and a(enve to the
unexpected visit as well. While we know that the Christ is
coming, we also do not know the exact me. Culvang this
expectant a3tude is the purpose of this season. It is easy to
grow slack, ina(enve, and too selfͲassured. We can easily
deaden ourselves to the wonder and surprise of God’s
presence. We get so absorbed in so many other distracons
that it can seem like Christ’s second coming, and even Christ’s
coming in me are of lesser importance. When it ﬁnally dawns
on us that we have wandered far away from where we need to
be, and lost our a(enveness and focus, we will wonder how
this all happened. We may even try to put the onus on God and
blame God for a lack of involvement or presence. We are the
ones, who through our own choice, put the distance in our
relaonship and lost touch. Now it’s me to come back and
perk ourselves up a bit!

Date
Time

Eucharistic Minister

Lector

Nov 28
Saturday
6:00 PM

David Locker

Jennifer Halen

Nov 29
Sunday
7:30 AM

Bud Ward

Bud Ward

Nov 29
Sunday
10:00 AM

David Locker

Adrian Eckl

Dec 5
Saturday
6:00 PM

David Locker

David Locker

Dec 6
Sunday
7:30 AM

Bud Ward

Bud Ward

Dec 6
Sunday
10:00 AM

David Locker

Alan Eckl
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT


ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lectors and Eucharisc Ministers volunteers are
needed at all Masses. If you’d like to volunteer
please contact the oﬃce. Thank you!



PSR will not meet this Sunday, November 29th, for a Thanksgiving break. 


Knights of Columbus will host a Blood Drive next Sunday, December 6th at Saint Joseph’s from 8am Ͳ 1pm.


Senior Appreciaon Drive Thru will be December 12th from 11Ͳ
1pm. Call Donna Peters at 256Ͳ577Ͳ1607 or Church Oﬃce by
December 4th to reserve an appreciaon meal and goodie bag.
Must be ages 65+.


2020 Oﬀertory Donaons must be turned into the
Church Oﬃce before the end of the year, no later than
December 31st. Any donaons made a.er that day will
not reﬂect in your 2020 donaon credit statement. Please keep
this in mind, if you have any quesons regarding your donaons
please contact the oﬃce. Thank you!


Immaculate Concepon is a Holy Day of Obligaon next Tuesday, December 8th. Our Mass schedule is at 7:30am and 6pm on
December 8th. We will not have a vigil mass this year.


Advent Penance Service Ͳ Saint Joseph’s will have
an Advent Penance Service on Tuesday, December
15th at 6pm. Saint Michael’s will not have a penance
service this year. Father John is encouraging parishioners to
make appointments with him for confessions at the rectory during the week/weekend and also ulizing confession me before
Wednesday and Saturday night masses. Call Father John to make
an appointment.

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading Oh, that you would rend the heavens
and come down, with the mountains quaking before
you. (Is 63:19b)
Psalm Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved. (Ps 80)
Second Reading God is faithful, and by him you were
called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. (1 Cor 1:9)
Gospel “Watch, therefore; you do not know when the
lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning.” (Mk
3:35)
Reflections of Sunday’s Readings
First Reading We hear today the prophet Isaiah’s internal spiritual struggle as he questions God’s ways
and decries our human tendency to sin. What spiritual
struggles do you need to confront as we enter into the
season of Advent?
Second Reading In his opening words to the Corinthian Christians, Paul reminds the faithful of God’s fidelity to those who believe in his Son. He then cites examples of the blessings they have received since coming
to the faith. What are some blessings you have received in your faith journey?
Gospel Jesus instructs his disciples to be vigilant for
the end times. How can you make this spiritual discipline a focus of your Advent season this year?
The ladies in charge of the altar for the
month of December are Frances Holder
(256Ͳ762Ͳ1938), Cindy Varner, Lucy Crosby and Vicky Czermak. 



2021 Oﬀertory Envelopes are in the back of
Church for pickup! Please pick up your assign envelope box. We have consolidated the number of
envelopes in order to save money and envelopes.
You may have a diﬀerent number from last year. Using envelopes is the easiest way to receive donaon credit which is why
we encourage parishioners to use them. Please remember loose
cash dropped in the oﬀertory collecon box cannot be traced
back to the donor unless it is in an envelope. If you do not have
an envelope box, please pick a blank box up and write down on
the sheet provided the box number and your name. Call the
oﬃce with any quesons.


St Joseph’s Girl Scout Troop is taking up donaons to take to a
local nursing home. They have partnered with Mitchell Hollingsworth to stuﬀ stocking for over 150 residents. They are
needing everyday personal items as well as fun items. Contact
the school for addional info at 256Ͳ766Ͳ1923.

Bullen Announcements are due at 9:30am due to the
LPi required submission me being at 12pm that day.
Sunday Bullen:

Submission Deadline Date:

December 13th

December 4th

December 20th

December 11th

December 27th

December 17th

CHRISTMAS AND HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
MASS SCHEDULE:


Immaculate Concepon
December 8th at 7:30am and 6pm


Christmas
December 24th at 4pm 
December 25th at 12am (Midnight) and 10am


Solemnity of Mary
December 31st at 6pm
January 1st at 7:30am


Come join us for our Christmas celebra2on, all are welcome!
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BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 9:30am in the gym,
all are welcome. We are studying "The Holy Spirit" by Fr. Mitch
Pacwa. Please contact Bridget Estelle at 256Ͳ740Ͳ7158 or bring
your Bible and drop by. Masks will be required. 




Adult Morning Bible Study meets Thursday mornings at
10:30am in the school building. All adults are invited to
parcipate in the study, we are studying the Gospel of Luke 


Tuesday Night Bible Study meets Tuesday evenings at
6:30pm in the school building. We are starng the
Book of Hebrews. All are welcome.


CHRISTMAS ANNOUNCEMENTS


Volunteers are needed for Christmas masses. Lectors,
Eucharisc Ministers and Ushers (to assist with seang) are
needed. Contact the Oﬃce to be scheduled. We are keeping our
regular schedule for Christmas. Your help is much appreciated!


Santa’s coming to St Michael’s! Santa will be at the
Parish House by the driveway on December 13th from
5Ͳ7pm to see children and hand out candy. CYO will be
doing drive through caroling at the same me instead
of going to homes this year. CYO will be taking up donaons for
St Jude’s. Make plans to come see Santa and hear some carols!



PSR Christmas break will begin December 22nd with classes
resuming on January 10th. 


DO YOU KNOW?



Queson: When we say the Penitenal Act at
Mass, why do we strike our chest three mes?
Answer: Our rituals and liturgical celebraons are
ﬁlled with a variety of symbols, some of which also
relate to our gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling,
si3ng, processing, making the Sign of the Cross). The custom of
striking our breast three mes during the “I Confess” of the
Penitenal Act of the Mass is one of those gestures that is
loaded with symbolism. The tradion of Chrisan’s striking the
breast (above the heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred
Scripture, especially texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a
“humbled contrite heart” or how God heals broken hearts,
binding up our wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Chrisan writers
like Saint Augusne of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to this
custom in their wrings. Ulmately, this pracce is an expression
of our sorrow for those mes when we have been guilty of faults
and a sign that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins
and failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also an
act of solidarity, recognizing that none of us, regardless of where
we are on our journey of faith, is without fault and the need for
grace and forgiveness. 



Oﬀertory Collecon
November 15th…..$4,416
Thank you for your support and 
generosity!
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PRAY FOR….
PARISHIONERS in the hospital or health care facility:








PARISHIONERS at Home:







PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN THE MILITARY
SERVICE AND FAMILIES

NONͲPARISHIONERS:

In order to keep our non-parishioner prayer lists up to date as much as possible names will only stay on the prayer list for two months. If you wish to keep
them on longer than that please call the Office. Otherwise the Office will remove names to keep it up to date. Please be understanding, thank you!



SAINT MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

SAINT MICHAEL’S Catholic Church is a Mulcultural diverse, Welcoming and Vibrant Parish Community of Faith. Inspired by God’s love and
guided by the Holy Spirit, we carry out Christ’s mission by following
the Roman Catholic tradions through prayer and joyful expression of
service to God and to one another. Our faith empowers us to nourish
the spiritual and physical needs of our Sisters and Brothers. Centered
on our celebraon of the Eucharist, our devoon to the Blessed
Mother, focus on family life, and fellowship to one another, we grow
together in our journey of faith and love, leading us to the ulmate
gi1 of Eternal life in Heaven.


By Danny Tamayo

Will and Dee’s Florist

REALTY &
AUCTION CO., INC.

FRESH FLOWERS • ANTIQUES
Funerals • Weddings • Hospital Delivery
BILLY & FRANCES RICHARDSON

256-766-9600

1126 North Wood Ave. • Florence

KINGREALTYANDAUCTION.COM

256-768-9919

1950 Helton Dr. • Florence, AL

256-764-6401

join us for

catholic
night
the 2 nd tuesday
of the month

256.275.3248

AL#83391

proceeds donated
to st. michael

(256) 764-7386

St. Florian Gas

501 West College St. • Florence

256-766-3298

Audrey Cohenour Newton, PharmD
Frances V. Cohenour Heinze, PharmD

www.kindredathome.com

Debbi.Nerstad@Gentiva.com

256-767-2711

Debbi Nerstad, RN • Friend of St. Michael’s

Monday-Friday 7AM-5PM
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Area Vice President of Operations - North AL

256-366-3917

PLEASE SUPPORT

Blessed are the
pure in heart,
for they will see God

St. Joseph School
Foundation

115 Plum St. • Florence, AL

(256) 764-1806

Dr. J.D Smith
Mbr of Catholic Diocese

202 Rosa Lane, Florence, AL 35630

www.drjdsmith.com
4350 Co Rd 47, Florence

256-718-4268

Deep Roots. Home Grown.

Melissa Jones • mjones@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6570

Big Star
Supermarket

THIS SPACE IS

ST. FLORIAN

256-764-0245

4695 County Rd 47 • Florence

CONNOLLY ANIMAL CLINIC
256-757-5376
Matthew Connolly, D.V.M. • Whitney Terrell, D.V.M.
Monday-Friday | 7:30-5:30

anne

BERNAUER
REALTOR®

annebernauer@gmail.com

cell 256.710.5058 • office 256.740.0706
2-D-4-2

(256) 203-3000

We handle car wrecks, nursing home abuse, 18 wheeler accidents,
social security disability, traumatic brain injury cases.

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1659

