Parish Office: 2751 County Road 30 ¢ Florence, Alabama 35634

Phone: 256-764-1885 « Fax: 256-349-2186

Sacramental Emergency: 256-736-3970

Email: stmichaelcatholic@gmail.com * Website: www.stmichaelscatholic.org
Find us on Instagram: stmichaelcatholic

Facebook: St. Michael’s Catholic Church Family - St Florian, Alabama
Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday, 9:30 am—1:30 pm
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] N RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

PARISH STAFF PARISH INFORMATION FORM

Pastor.......cccooeeeeeeeeeeenenn.. Fr. John O’Donnell, O.S.B. .
Deacons Decn. Steve Kirkpatrick (or call Parish Office at 256-764-1885)

;i """""" t """""" tmh 1 : tholi O Please Mail a New Parishioner Registration Form

D Bea:;:ins eve@stmic ael scatho 1c.orgh O Please make the following changes to my census information
deacon Bob Laremore........ m aremore@yq 00.com Name Phone
Director of Religious Education .......... David Locker
g : Address
dre@stmichaelscatholic.org Email addr

Bookkeeper..........c.ccococeeeviinineniniennnen. Mary Jo Rivera mail address

bookkeeper@stmichaelscatholic.org

SeCretary........ccccoevveeveciireeeeiesrereeseenennens Elaine Eckl
secretary@stmichaelscatholic.org
Activity & Choir Director/Organist..... Donna Peters

Youth Directors .................. Suzanne & Todd McGee
Housekeeper...........cccccoceecieeceeciennnenns Kathy Williams
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil..........ccccovervinninninnennennennens 6:00 pm
Sunday ........cccoceeeeinieinienniennienns 7:30 am and 10:00 am
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday..................... 7:30 am
Wednesday .........cccceceereereeneeneesreesreesreesseennes 6:00 pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Confessions: Wednesdays at 5:30 pm; Saturdays at
5:00pm and by appointment

Baptisms: By appointment

Marriage: Diocesan regulations require at least 6
months advance notice

PSR: Sundays at 8:45am-9:45am
School Building across the Street from Church

Restrooms - in the School Building (directly across the
street from the Church)
Automated External Defibrillator -
in east vestibule of the Church.
Emergency Exits through sacristies

CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES
203 Plum Street * Florence, AL
Debbie Buffaloe, LGSW, Social Worker
256-768-1550  cfsdebb@att.net
Individual, marriage, and family counseling, adoptions, and
infant foster care, pregnancy and post-abortion counseling.
Sliding Scale Affordable Rates, No Insurance filing.
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FATHER JOHN’S MESSAGE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

In today’s Gospel, Jesus’ actions reveal both His divine power | |Sunday: Is 35:4-7 /Ps 146:7-10 /Jas 2:1-5 /Mk 7:31-37
and His compassion for the human condition. He gives voice to | |Monday: Col 1:24—2:3 /Ps 62:6-9 /Lk 6:6-11
the voiceless. As profound a miracle as the restoration of the | ryesday: Col 2:6-15 /Ps 145:1-2, 8-11 /Lk 6:12-19
deaf man’s hearing and speech was, if we think of it only as a Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30 /Ps 13:6 and Mt 1:1-
physical healing, we miss the full meaning of Mark’s account. 16, 18-23 or 1:18-23
The healing of the deaf man was like a baptism - not only for Thursday: Col 3:12-17 /Ps 150:1-6 /Lk 6:27-38

the deaf man but for the community. Baptism is the gateway )
into spiritual life. Jesus still opens the ears of deaf people |[ffiday:1Tm 1:1-2,12-14 /Ps16:1-2 and 5, 7-8, 11 and Lk

today, just as He did in gospel times. He still loosens the 6:39-42
tongues of people today, just as He did in gospel times. Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1-7 and Lk 6:43-49
Next Sunday: Is 50:5-9 /Ps 116:1-9 /Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35

The only difference is the way Jesus continues to do these
things. He doesn’t do them through His own hands and voice.
Rather, He does them through the hands and voice of other
people.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

From the time we are born into this world until we die, our
human radar picks up signals about how to respond to life.
What we picked up on when we were very young carries an MASS INTENTIONS FOR WEEK
even greater power. The messages we receive and process tell | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

us what we are “supposed” to do with our feelings, how to 6:00 pm +Alan Johnson (Cynthia Johnson)
understand and cope with disappointment, anxiety, failure, | \SUNDAY. SEPTMEBR 5

death, illness, and what to expect out of life. As life unfolds for 7:30 a’m +Eric Jones (Delta Smith)

us, these radar messages kick in and resonate in us at very 10:00 am People of the Parish

deep I.evels.. S.ometlmes what_ we have learned is helpful gnd TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
sometimes it is not. The stories we have been told, especially

e . 7:30am +Helen Williams (Irene Hackworth)
when we are young, about how life is best lived and how to
negotiate its pain carry a heavy weight. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

. ) ) ) . ) 6:00 pm +Billy Richardson (Adrian/Beth Eckl)
Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it really

: : . THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
hurts to be a human being. It also can be quite unpredictable _ ’ L
and, at times, unfair. We face our vulnerability and brokenness 7:30am Health of Billie Ragland (Regan/Janet Ragland)
of all kinds: physical, emotional, and spiritual. It doesn’t take |[FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

much for life to quickly fall apart. What we knew to be familiar 7:30 am +Angie Czermak (Regan/Janet Ragland)

and true is gone and something we relied upon, physically, | [SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

emotionally, or spiritually, can be taken away. It is hard to 6:00 pm Memory of 9/11 and Victims (R/J Ragland)
confront our limitations and sit with our incompleteness. Often, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

life hurts us so much that we find ourselves sitting in a pool of 7:30 am People of the Parish

sadness, not sure what we are supposed to do. It is particularly 10:00 am +Raymond & Catherine Stumpe (W/ME Hall)

hard when the signals we have inherited tell us that we need to

be successful in what we do, and we have to avoid life’s ITJi?r:i Eucharistic Minister Lector
unfairness. We can feel like a failure, wondering what precisely
we did to deserve this fate, or ruminate about what we did not September 4
do correctly. But it’s really not about us. We are part of a bigger zé‘égrgﬁ Deacon Bob Greg Halen
picture and a much more fascinating story! i

. . e September 5
If we cease doing battle with life’s incompleteness and see Sunday Deacon Bob Bud Ward
ourselves, as God does, on a journey toward wholeness and 7:30 AM
completeness we can better accept our disappointments and September 5
stand firm. The prophets told us, and Jesus reassured us: Be Sunday Deacon Bob Alan Eckl
strong! Fear not! Sometimes we have to update our stories and 10:00 AM
replace them with newer, more accurate ones. When we make September 11
God’s story our own and tune our radar into His voice, what we Saturday David Locker Maryana Rivera
hear is all about restoration, healing, and rejuvenation! This is 6:00 PM
true even when we think we have hit rock bottom and can go Se

. ptember 12

no further. There is always hope. Remember the words of Sunday Bud Ward John Lee
Julian of Norwich: God made us, God loves us, and God keeps 7:30 AM
us. Now, listen to Gpd when He says, “be opened!” Be healed September 12
and allow your stories to change. 1%uonod/§¥\ﬂ Carolyn Eck Adrian Eckl




: ANNOUNCEMENTS :

|
!Offertory Collection Box is now in the front of Church on the .
| steps by the communion rail. |

In '!..-"h Sympathy is expressed to Donna Peters and Leslie '
S}rmp Y Mitchell and families on the passing of their daughter |
| - and sister Alicia Kelly. May her soul rest with our Risen Lord.

* Special Collection is being taken up this weekend at all masses |
. for Waverly, Tennessee and Haiti. The total collection will be .
levenIy split. Donations may be placed in the green box on theI
| communion steps by the offertory box. |

| f First Sunday Adoration is this Sunday, September 5th,|

" E » following the 10am mass and concluding at 3pm. Sign up *
sheet is in the back of Church. Please join us to adore.

| and praise Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. I

| All 3,000 raffle tickets have been sold! A big thank you to every—
;one who purchased a ticket. The drawing will be at 2pm on La—
- bor Day in the gym. |
. .mt %=, Wreath bidding continues after all weekend:
! e Wheath “$\. masses outside of Church! Last chance for any.
AOILENT i bids may be placed from 1-2pm on Labor Day inl
i T the gym! Updates will be posted on church’s face- |

“% pook page. Highest bidders will be notified by -
l phone. Don’t miss out on a chance to win a beautiful wreath!! |

! Dance Night is this Friday, September 10th, from 6-!
I 9pm. Instructions start at 6pm and dance from 7-9pm. |
All are welcome to join in the fun or just to watch

* Ladies Altar Society meeting for the month of September has
. been canceled.

|CYO will have a short meeting to discuss upcoming activitiesl
* Wednesday September 8th at 6:30pm in the CYO room. After;

. the meeting we will watch episode 2 of ‘The Chosen’. Snacks will .
I be provided. |

Wy

-x-wr

|
PSR classes will not meet this Sunday, September 5th, -
;| for Labor Day weekend. High school PSR will start nextI
Sunday at 8:45am. 1

ILadles in charge of the altar for September are Beth BernauerI
| (256-764-1330), Ella Raney, Vicki Farina and Linda Eckl. |

e

|,__ .72 Bowling Time - Bowling for all ages!! Join us Sunday, I
: »‘(@lr--\’ September 12th, from 1-3pm, at Lauderdale Lanes.
| A\ /

Enjoy a game with your church family. There is no.
Icharge all are welcome. |

_ » Finance Council will meet the third Thursday of theI
| & month at 12pm, September 16th. The meeting is closed|
to non-council members but any parishioner who would *
' - like to address the council may request to be heard at the begin-,
| ning of the meeting. Please submit request to attend along with |
*topic to Logan Trousdale 1 week in advance to Io_-i
. ganmart@comcast.net or to the office. .

vy labor Dag

Reflection of Sunday’s Readings

First Reading The prophet Isaiah spoke of the im-
portance of being strong of heart when it comes the
ways of God. Why do you think this is such an im-
portant virtue?

Second Reading James encouraged believers to view
the rich and poor from God’s perspective. Why do you
think people struggle with this divine point of view?
Gospel In today’s reading, we hear how Jesus healed
the deaf man with a speech impediment at the request
of the “people” close to this man. Who do you know in
your life who needs healing from Jesus?

Live the Liturgy —Inspiration for the Week

Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it
really hurts to be a human being. We face brokenness
of all kinds: physical, emotional, and spiritual. For no
apparent reason, life can quickly fall apart. What we
knew to be familiar is gone and something we relied
upon is taken away. We are left sitting with our incom-
pleteness and swimming in the pools of our sadness.
Be strong! Fear not! These admonitions flow from the
mouths of prophets and are echoed by Jesus. It is diffi-
cult to trust that restoration, healing, and rejuvenation
will one day come, and remain steadfast in our faith.
But we are here because of a God who loves us, not as
the result of a random occurrence. When we reach for
that truth about who we are and who God is, life
changes for us. We are healed from our old distorted
way of seeing things. Our eyes, heart, and soul are
I lopened to the beauty and magnificence of life. The
pulse of our loving Creator is felt in all things and we
can’t wait for God to come and touch us again. God
made us, God loves us, and God keeps us. He has
done all things well.

Back-to-School Prayer

God of all knowledge, you knew us when we were still
in our mother's womb. You know our comings and
our goings. Grant us wisdom to act on the knowledge
we have of you, and humility to admit when we do
not know what to do. Bless our minds with the
knowledge of you and how you sent your Son into the
world to show us the way to you. Bless all students
who are preparing to go back to school. Bless their
teachers and aides that help them to learn. In addition,
give us who are parents the ability to be the first teach-
ers in the faith we have received from our parents. We
ask all this through Christ our Lord and brother.

Amen.
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Offertory Collection

August 22nd.....$3,009

Thank you for your support and generosity!




