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MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil 5PM

Sunday 8:30AM+ 11 AM +2 PM
Monday + Friday 12 PM
Tuesday + Wed 8 AM
Thursday 6 PM
Saturday 8 AM
ADORATION

Monday 1—3PM
Wednesday 6—9 PM
Thursday 7—8 PM
Friday 1—3PM
CONFESSION

Sunday 1PM

Mon + Wed + Fri 6:30—7:30 PM
Thursday 7—8 PM
Office Hours

Monday-Friday 9 AM—4 PM

Please Send Bulletin Submissions
by 3PM Monday
dre@holycomforterparish.org

V 4

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

“You are witnesses of these things.”
- Lk 24:48

Pastor
Rev. Joseph Mary Lukyamuzi
imlukyamuzi@richmonddiocese.org

MINISTRIES CHAIRS

FINANCE COUNCIL Gary Krutul
gkrutul55@gmail.com

Offertory Counters—Lee Faust

PASTORAL COUNCIL Maria-Andrea Gerling Ospina
maria.ospina@gmail.com

LITURGY AND WORSHIP Daniel Kirkland
Lectors — Matt Freeman

Sacristans — Suzanne Bailey slank@ntelos.net
Ushers — Dennis Dougherty

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Heather Burns heather@holycomforterparish.org
Funerals and Works of Mercy Ministry
mercy@holycomforterparish.org

Homebound Eucharistic Ministry
communionvisit@holycomforterparish.org
Weddings weddings@holycomforterparish.org
Altar Flower Guild — Jeanne Mickiewicz
Jeandgreens@yahoo.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Melinda Wells
Religious Education Committee—

Suzanne Bailey slank@ntelos.net

RCIA—Diane Auger Smith + Victoria Lannon
dianeaugersmith@gmail.com
gregnbuk@gmail.com

Administrative Business Manager
Mary Frances Lilly
office@holycomforterparish.org

Receptionist/Office Assistant
Melinda Crews
reception@holycomforterparish.org

Director of Liturgy and Music
Daniel Kirkland
music@holycomforterparish.org

Director of Religious Education
Melinda Wells (434) 295-6559
dre@holycomforterparish.org

Outreach (434) 293-8989

Bridget Davis + Jack Engler +
Heather Burns
outreach@holycomforterparish.org
Food Pantry: Mon, Tue & Wed
10:30AM -12:30PM

Soup Kitchen: Thurs 12PM-1PM

Regina Caeli Homeschool Cooperative —
Samantha VanDyke samantha.kepler@gmail.com
That Man Is You—Steven Sisman
steven.sisman@gmail.com

Youth Ministry — Anna Sisman
youthgroup@holycomforterparish.org
SOCIAL MINISTRIES Chuck McCurdy
cwm@virginia.edu

Outreach (Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry) -
Bridget Davis
bridget@holycomforterparish.org

Walking with Moms in Need —

Garrett Smith gsmith@garrettsmithlaw.com
Haiti— Robert O’Brien raobfpc@gmail.com
Uganda—Gregory Lannon gregnbuk@gmail.com
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Holy Trinity
Conference — info@svdp-ht.org

K of C—Nicholas Pierson gk3670@vakofc.org
PARISH COMMUNITY LIFE Elizabeth Gilbert
parishlife@holycomforterparish.org
BUILDING AND GROUNDS Greg Gerling
ggerlingl @netscape.net

MAINTENANCE Ed Mickiewicz

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: We, the members of Holy Comforter Parish, united in faith by God,
nourished by Jesus through the Word and the Eucharist, and guided by the

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, believe that we are called to worship, formation, service, and evangeli-
zation within our parish, our local communities, and all those in need.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

SATURDAY (5/31)

8 AM Mass

5 PM Vigil Mass

6 PM Solemn Marian Procession
SUNDAY (6/1) Ascension of

The Lord

Altar Flowers donated Anonymously
8:30 AM Mass

11 AM Mass

12:30 PM RCIA

1 PM Confession

2 PM Gregorian Mass

6 PM Chesterton Academy Spring
Concert with Reception following
MONDAY (6/2)

10:30 AM-12:30 PM Food Pantry
12 PM Mass

6:30-7:30 PM Confession

TUESDAY (6/3)

8 AM Mass

10:30 AM-12:30 PM Food Pantry
WEDNESDAY (6/4)

8 AM Mass

10:30-12:30 PM Food Pantry

6 PM Choir

6:30-7:30 PM Confession
THURSDAY (6/5)

12-1 PM Soup Kitchen

6:00 PM Mass

40 Hours Devotion begins

6:45 PM Vespers (40 Hours Devotion)
7:15 PM Confession

9 PM Compline (40 Hours Devotion)
FRIDAY (6/6)

40 Hours Devotion continues
throughout day

12 PM Mass

3 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet (40 Hours
Devotion)

6 PM Vespers (40 Hours Devotion)
6:30-7:30 PM Confession

9 PM Compline (40 Hours Devotion)

SAINTS OF GOD

5/31 Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
6/1 Saint Justin Martyr
6/2 Saints Marcellinus and Peter

PRAYER & WORSHIP

B

N

SATURDAY (6/7)
40 Hours Devotion continues until Vigil
7 AM Lauds (40 Hours Devotion)
8 AM Mass
4:15 PM Solemn Vespers (40 Hrs
Devotion)
5-7 PM Extended Pentecost Vigil Mass
7 PM Light Reception
SUNDAY (6/8) Pentecost Sunday
Altar Flowers donated Anonymously
8:30 AM Mass
11 AM Mass
12:30 PM RCIA
1 PM Confession
2 PM Mass
Prayer for Pope Leo XIV

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the
faithful,
look favorably on your servant Leo,
whom you have set at the head of your
Church as her shepherd;
grant, we pray, that by word and
example
he may be of service to those over
whom he presides
so that, together with the flock
entrusted to his care,
he may come to everlasting life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, | believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament. | love You
above all things, and | desire to receive
You into my soul. Since | cannot at this
moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. |
embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from
you. Amen

6/3 Saint Charles Lwanga & Companions
6/4 Blessed Angelina of Marsciano
6/5 Saint Boniface

6/6 Saint Norbert

6/7 Blesses Franz Jaggerstatter

6/8 Saint William of York

WELCOME
NEW PARISHIONER

We welcome you to join our

Holy Comforter Parish Family.
Registration Forms are in the Office and

on the Commons Credenza.

TO REQUEST MASS INTENTIONS:
Contact the Parish Office 434-295-7185

Reception@holycomforterparish.org

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY (5/31)
8AM The Ill and Homebound
5 PM Gunter Muller and Family
(Fr. Joseph Mary)

SUNDAY (6/1)
8:30AM Members of the Parish

11AM Kevin Haag and Family
(Fr. Joseph Mary)

2PM T Pam, T Jackie, T Gilber Peglow
(Mona Peglow)

MONDAY (6/2)

12PM Diocese Seminarians

TUESDAY (6/3)
8AM T Douglas McAdams

(Patricia McAdams)
Simon Ospina (Paula Ospina)

WEDNESDAY (6/4)
8AM Pope Leo XIV

THURSDAY (6/5)

6 PM Deacon Andrew Clark as He prepares
for His Ordination on Saturday

FRIDAY (6/6)
12PM For Peace

SATURDAY (6/7)
8AM Coby Savona, Jr (Alicia Vinklarek)

5 PM T Mary Kay Clayton
(Mary Frances Lilly)

SUNDAY (6/8)
8:30AM Members of the Parish

11AM T James G. Laragy (Glenn Showalter)
2PM Mary Ann Becksted (Mona Peglow)

Catholic Church of the Holy Comforter | Charlottesville, Virginia



PARISH NEWS

GIFTS FROM GOD

GIFTS FROM GOD

Week Ending May 18, 2025
Offertory $2,865
Weekly Offertory Budget ($9,100)
Above Weekly Budget 56,235

IS IT TIME TO REVIEW YOUR LEVEL OF OFFERTORY
GIVING? A long-time parishioner called the office
" recently to apologize. He said
when the parish began
accepting contributions online
in 2015, he set up recurring
payments and has made no
increase in his gift since then! The following week
he brought in a “make-up” check!! We are so
grateful to him. Our operating costs have been
steadily rising over the last several years, which
has required us to withdraw $100,000 from our
savings this year to meet our obligations.
If your weekly gift to Holy Comforter should be
updated, please know how much that increase in
supportis needed, especially at this time. Thank
you and may God bless you abundantly.

SECOND COLLECTIONS FOR JUNE
ALL MONTH Christian Formation + Haiti +
Justice and Peace

6/01/2025 Diocesan Home Missions
6/08/2025  Outreach

6/22/2025 Maintenance Fund
6/29/2025  Peter’s Pence

PARISH SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT
Copies are available in the Commons, in Flocknote,
and on our Website.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

PENTECOST
SUNDAY

earth.

First Reading Acts of the Apostles 2:1-
11 The Holy Spirit descends upon the
Apostles gathered in Jerusalem.
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 104:1,
24,29-31,34 God's Spirit renews the

LITURGICAL NOTES

Entrance (Viri Galilaei): Men of Galilee, why are you gazing in astonishment at
the sky? alleluia; just as you have seen him ascend into heaven, so, in like
manner, shall he return, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Offertory (Viri Galilaei): Men of Galilee, why do you gaze at the sky in
astonishment? This same Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will
come by the very way in which you saw him go into heaven, alleluia.
Communion (Psallite Domino): Sing to the Lord who has ascended the highest
heavens, towards the East, alleluia.

It is always interesting when the Church presents us with the same text several
times in her Propers. We have the opportunity to see the text realized in
different yet enriching ways. The Entrance Antiphon sets the text using a major
sounding mode (often described as “angelic” or “perfect”). The joy of the
angels is evident from the mood created by the melody, emphasizing the virtue
of hope (“so, in like manner, shall he return”). The overall shape of the chant is
an arc, ascending during the first part of the narration and generally
descending during the second narrative portion. The alleluias themselves frolic
with angelic alacrity all over gamut of the piece. On the other hand, the
Offertory setting of the text is very melismatic (many notes on a single syllable),
creating a much more contemplative mood. This is further emphasized by the
character of the mode or scale, which is more minor and solemn. One gets the
sense that we experiencing a musical lectio divina. There is a strikingly
moment when the chant breaks out of its relatively somber mood with an
explosion of rapturous notes on the word “ascendentem” (“Jesus]...Jwill come
by the very way in which you saw him ascending into heaven). We are called to
stop and ponder with wonder at the mystery of His departure, which ushers in
the era of the Holy Spirit. The Master has left us in order to dwell with us in an
infinitely more intimate way — through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the
reception of the Blessed Sacrament. Come down, O Love Divine! Come, Holy
Spirit! Daniel Kirkland, Director of Liturgy & Music

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Melinda Wells; Divector of Religious Educalion

dre@holycomforterparish.org

HOLY COMFORTER’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Please contact Melinda Wells, DRE

THEME: ANGELS...WHO ARE THEY?

PLACE: CHARLOTTESVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL

DATES: JULY 28—AUGUST 1

TIME: 9:00 AM—12:00 PM

AGES: 5 Years—10 Years

SAVE THE DATES! This year’s Vacation Bible School promises to be

another fun filled five days with wonderful catechesis for the children.

Volunteers are needed! REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 14!

* & 6 o o

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-
7,12-13

We are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gospel Reading John 20:19-23
Jesus appears to his disciples and
gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit.

June 1, Ascension of the Lord



PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR

PARISHIONERS

(Includes ill, injured, homebound, and caregivers)

Ann Carothers, Phil Carr, Teresa Cook, Connie Flamm, Kelton
Flinn, Jolene Green, Colette Hall, Jim and Bobbie Hoskins, Ann
Jackson, Mary Nguyen, Mae Trentanove, Alicia Vinklarek, Mary
Wheeler, Denise Wilcox, and Mary Ann Ziminski.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Leroy and Felicia Anderson, Blanding Attey, Ben and Katherine
Barahona, Mary Benfante, Christine Bentejac, Hope Brown,
Stephen Crews, Brad and Debbie Ferguson, Max and Hadley
Burch, Kaylee Carter, Petra Vera Chavez, Molly Clarke, Stephanie
Crews, Nancy Joan Debiese, Jimmy Dominguez, Linda Doyle,
Gene Flamm, Fr. Gerald Fogarty, Sue Gilbert, Paula Goodburn,
Genevieve Halfen, Margaret Heritage, Maddie Hermack, Liana
Haseltine, Mark Rowland Huckabe, Kajihara Family, Betty
Kapeluch, Kelly Lembo and Family, Joan Lincks, Mike & Sibylle
Llewellyn, Shannon and Coty Lockett, Chelsea Massey, Dot
McAllister, Michael McNeil, Geraldine Newton, Fr. Richard
Mooney, Melodie Mougeolle and Children, Robert Maute,
Stephen McAdams, Lia Thoms Price and Family, Lawrence
Randolph, Randall Saathoff and Family, Maya Sanchez, Coby
Savona, Matthew Schrank and Family, David Schrank and Family,
Joseph Schrank and Family, Tara Singh, Aiden Smith, Christopher
Tomaselli, Paul and Meghan Thoms, Scotty Thoms, Alicia
Vinklarek, Brendan and Maria Walsh, Don and Lisa Wells, and
Residents and Staff of Blue Ridge Juvenile Detention

MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY

Matthew Mickiewicz, Benjamin Schrank, Elijah Schrank, Jonathan
Schrank, and Joey Smith.

If you would like your family member/fellow parishioner added,
email to Works of Mercy Ministry mercy@holycomforterparish.org

or call the church office at 434-295-7185.

To request Holy Communion or a visit from
Father Joseph Mary, please call the office
434-295-7185 or email
reception@holycomforterparish.org

CHARLOTTESVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL has job openings for the
25-26 school year for a Librarian, and Substitute Teachers.
Please send resume, Diocesan application, 3 letters of reference,
and a copy of your teaching license to Charlottesville Catholic
School, Attn: Vada Fallica, Principal; 1205 Pen Park Road,
Charlottesville, VA 22901 or to v.fallica@cvillecatholic.org.

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF RICHMOND is seeking a full time
Administrative Assistant for the Office for Evangelization,
Richmond, VA. For the full ad and how to apply, please go to
https://bit.ly/3GHLNpq. The Office for Evangelization is also
seeking a full time Program and Marriage Preparation Coordinator
for the Office for Evangelization, in Richmond, Virginia. Please see
https://bit.ly/4cNBz2S for the full ad and how to apply. Contact
Kelly Shumate, HR Generalist/Recruiter jobs@richmonddiocese.org
for any questions.

MINISTRIES

Outreach: In the month of April, we handed served 305 lunches in Soup
Kitchen. We thank you for your ongoing support through your
donations, time, and contributions to Outreach. For the month of May,
we are asking for donations of canned fruits. The USDA is an equal
opportunity provider, employer, and leader. God Bless!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, HOLY TRINITY CONFERENCE: Thank you
to all who donated during the Eastertide fundraising effort. Your
generous support allows us to continue to help our neighbors in need.
You can donate at our website, https://www.svdp-ht.org/

PARISH LIFE: Please join us for our annual PENTECOST PICNIC on Sunday
June 8th at 430pm at the Mcintyre Park Shelter behind the YMCA. It will
be a potluck picnic so please bring a dish to share!

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: How has Vatican Il informed our roles
as members of the Church? Read and discuss several documents from
the Second Vatican Council with Fr. Nicholas Hartman, O.P. of St.
Thomas Aquinas University Catholic Church at Holy Comforter (LL) Sat.,
June 28, 2:30-4pm (Lumen Gentium, sections 8-17; the curious may
want to read sections 1-7, but they will not be discussed); Sat., June 28,
2:30-4pm (Lumen Gentium, sections 30-42). Please see https://
www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm for
a free print-out or purchase from a variety of online sites. Contact
Suzanne Bailey 434-326-3166/slank@ntelos.net “Band of Brothers
(BOB) is finishing up Year 1 of “That Man is You”, Starting in June, BOB
will start meeting outdoors at Washington Park on Saturday mornings
from 6:30-7:30 am, to read St Augustine’s confessions alongside Custos,
a 33 day consecration to St Joseph. Please text Steven Sisman 434-465-
5783 if interested.

HOLY COMFORTER MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: ALL rising 6th-8th
grade students are invited to the annual diocesan EPIC Middle School
Youth Rally this August 9, 2025, at Saint Joseph’s Villa, Richmond. Be
inspired by the EPIC lives of young saints! From inflatables to Mass, talks
to a service project, you won’t want to miss this EPIC summer day.
Registration is S55 per participant and is open through June 27. Forms
are on the RE Table in the Commons and should be returned to Anna
Sisman or Melinda Wells, DRE

HAITI: Today, we celebrate Christ’s Ascension and Haitian Mother’s
Day—two moments that elevate love. St. Michel Parish honored
mothers with a free clinic, embodying grace in action. In Haiti, Mother’s
Day holds deep significance. Flowers—red for the living, white or purple
for the departed—symbolize enduring love, much like Christ’s ascent.
Both events affirm a truth: love uplifts. Christ entrusted His disciples
with a mission of compassion; mothers embody that calling, shaping
lives and fostering hope. That’s why St. Michel in Saltadere opened its
doors. The clinic is more than a service—it is faith in motion, a reflection
of Christ’s healing hands at work. By caring for the women who sustain
life, we fulfill His call to love in action. Support St. Michel Parish Clinic.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHESTERTON ACADEMY OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST SUMMER
POETRY CAMP June 23-27, 2025 9am-12am, Rising 9th-12th graders.
Cost is $100 Join Mr. Isak Bond to learn the tools and techniques of the
best poets. The week will conclude with an “open mic” poetic
celebration of words featuring camp members’ own original writing. For
details, please registration at https://www.chestertonsje.org/. For
details, contact Linda Kenny lkenny@chestertonsje.org 434-381-4284

Catholic Church of the Holy Comforter | Charlottesville, Virginia
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FROM THE PASTOR

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY and THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

Part IV
Rev. Joseph Mary Lukyamuzi

“Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his
mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
and Mary Magdalene” John 19:25

After Jesus' death and resurrection, little is recorded in the New
Testament about Mary's activities. While Jesus entrusted to the
apostles the duty of evangelizing the world, what did Mary do?
Was she involved in the early days of the Church? The New Testa-
ment gives us a few clues as to Mary's role among the apostles.
First, it is generally accepted that at the time of Jesus’ death, his
foster-father Joseph had already passed away, leaving Jesus as the
family member primarily in charge of his mother. We know that
when Jesus was about to die on the cross he appointed John to
take care of her: “When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple
whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman,
behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home.” (Jn 19:26-27)

Initially it appears that John took care of her in Jerusalem, as men-
tioned in the book of Acts: “Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s
journey away; and when they had entered, they went up to the
upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. All these with one accord devoted themselves to
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brethren” (Acts 1:12-14). No doubt, Mary was

clearly present among the apostles in the early days of the Church
and joined with them in prayer. Her presence was likely very
peaceful and helped encourage the apostles in their mission. St.
Luke narrates that, “When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled,
they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came a
noise from the sky like a strong driving wind, and it filled the en-
tire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of
them” (Acts 2:1-3). While not explicitly mentioned, it is believed
that Mary was there at Pentecost among the apostles, witnessing
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon all those present. After that,
Mary's activities are not mentioned in the New Testament and
what happened next is not exactly known.

After Pentecost it is reported that the Apostle John spread the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ first with Peter in Judea and later in Asia Minor,
serving many years as the Bishop of Ephesus. According to tradi-
tion, Mary accompanied John to Ephesus and lived there for sever-
al years. Itis possible, then, that Mary spent the rest of her life in
quiet, contemplative prayer, keeping all these happenings in her
heart! Another tradition claims that St. Luke interviewed Mary for
his Gospel. He does affirm that he interviewed people for his ac-
count but does not mention Mary by name (Luke 1:1-3). One piece
of evidence that this might have been true is that Luke's Gospel
has many references to Mary, including stories that would have
only been known by her.

In the end, we know little about Mary's role among the apostles,
but we do know that she was there, and being the mother of the
Messiah, she likely had a privileged place. It is not without merit
that the Church now invokes Mary as Queen of the Apostles. From
a number of testimonies of the Church we know that Mary was
assumed bodily into heaven and now tastes the Resurrection for
which all Christians hope. This teaching is one of the four dogmas,
or truths, of Mary held by the Catholic Church. All | can say is that
Mother Mary is still on mission taking care of “the disciples of
Jesus.”

(The End)

Should you have any questions about our Catholic Faith, please contact
Melinda Wells, DRE, dre@holycomforterparish.org

June 1, Ascension of the Lord



Solutions for all your small business
accounting, bookkeeping
and payroll needs

Locally Owned
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From a Name You Can Trust
CHARCUTERIE BOARDS & BOXES

400 Preston Ave. Suite 125, Charlottesville VA
+1 (434) 227-5335

GRAZECRAZE.COM

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Wendy Bond

wbond@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6420
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515 Rio Rd. West
4 Charlottesville, VA 22901

Jon Mickiewicz
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