
 
Saturday Vigil  5 PM 
Sunday           8:30 AM + 11 AM + 2 PM 
Monday + Friday 12 PM 
Tuesday + Wednesday    8 AM 
Thursday  6 PM 
Saturday                            8 AM 
 

 
ADORATION 
Wednesday  6—8 PM 
Thursday  7—8 PM 
Friday                              1—3PM 
   
 
CONFESSION 
Sunday   1 PM 

Mon + Wed + Fri 6:30—7:30 PM 

Thursday                           7—8 PM 
 
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday               9 AM—4 PM 
 
 

Please Send Bulletin Submissions  
by 1:30PM Monday 

dre@holycomforterparish.org 

MASS TIMES 

MAY 17, 
2026 

208 East Jefferson Street 

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 

Phone: (434) 295-7185 

Fax: (434) 220-1464 

office@holycomforterparish.org 

holycomforterparish.org 

CONNECT WITH US 

Pastor  
Rev. Father Joseph Mary Lukyamuzi  
jmlukyamuzi@richmonddiocese.org  
 
Administrative Business Manager 
Mary Frances Lilly 
office@holycomforterparish.org 
 
Receptionist/Office Assistant 
Melinda Crews 
reception@holycomforterparish.org 
 
Liturgy Coordinator  
Alicia Vinklarek   
liturgy@holycomforterparish.org 
 
Music Coordinator 
Querida Hills 
music@holycomforterparish.org 
 
Director of Religious Education  
Melinda Wells (434) 295-6559 
dre@holycomforterparish.org 
 
Outreach (434) 293-8989 
Bridget Davis + Jack Engler + Heather Burns 
outreach@holycomforterparish.org 
Food Pantry: Mon, Tue & Wed 
10:30AM -12:30PM 
Soup Kitchen: Thurs 12PM-1PM 

MINISTRIES CHAIRS 
FINANCE COUNCIL  Gary Krutul  
gkrutul55@gmail.com 
Offertory Counters—Lee Faust 
PASTORAL COUNCIL  Maria-Andrea Gerling Ospina 
maria.ospina@gmail.com  
LITURGY AND WORSHIP  Alicia Vinklarek 
MUSIC MINISTRY  Querida Hill  
Lectors – Matt Freeman 
Sacristans – Suzanne Bailey slank@ntelos.net 
Altar Servers — Jackson Kulick   
Jackson@brgtshirts.com  
Ushers – Dennis Dougherty  
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Heather Burns  heather@holycomforterparish.org 
Funerals and Works of Mercy Ministry 
mercy@holycomforterparish.org 
Homebound Eucharistic Ministry 
communionvisit@holycomforterparish.org 
Weddings weddings@holycomforterparish.org 
Altar Flower Guild – Jeanne Mickiewicz 
Jean4greens@yahoo.com 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Melinda Wells  
Religious Education Committee— 
Suzanne Bailey slank@ntelos.net 
Christian Initiation of Adults (CIA) 
Diane Auger Smith  
dianeaugersmith@gmail.com 
THIY (Band of Brothers) Steven Sisman 
mensgroup@holycomforterparish.org  
Youth Group–Anna Sisman/Tristan Majewski 
youthgroup@holycomforterparish.org  
SOCIAL MINISTRIES  Chuck McCurdy 
cwm@virginia.edu 
Outreach-Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry  
Bridget Davis  bridget@holycomforterparish.org 
Walking with Moms in Need –  
Garrett Smith gsmith@garrettsmithlaw.com  
Haiti– Robert O’Brien raobfpc@gmail.com  
Uganda-Gregory Lannon gregnbuk@gmail.com 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Holy Trinity  
Conference – info@svdp-ht.org  434-226-8022 
K of C—Nicholas Pierson gk3670@vakofc.org  
PARISH COMMUNITY LIFE  Elizabeth Gilbert  
parishlife@holycomforterparish.org 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS  Greg Gerling 
ggerling1@netscape.net 
MAINTENANCE  Ed Mickiewicz  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  As members of Holy Comforter Catholic Church, located in  

Charlottesville, VA,  redeemed by Jesus Christ and sustained by the Word and the Eucharist, we 
pursue growth in holiness. We are called to worship, discipleship, evangelization, and charity,  
bringing the presence of the risen Christ to our parish and all those in need, consistent with the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.  
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR                              MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY (5/16)  
6:30 AM TMIY: Band of Brothers 
8 AM Mass 
5PM Vigil Mass  
SUNDAY (5/17) The Ascension of  
the Lord 
Altar Flowers donated by Melinda 
Crews In Honor of Mark Crews’ 
Birthday 
8:30 AM Mass  
11 AM Mass    
12:30 PM RCIA 
1 PM Confession 
2 PM Mass   
MONDAY (5/18) 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM Food Pantry 
12 PM Mass  
6:30-7:30 PM Confession 
TUESDAY (5/19)  
8 AM Mass  
10:30 AM-12:30 PM Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY (5/20) 
8 AM Mass  
10:30 AM-12:30 PM Food Pantry 
6-8 PM Adoration 
6:30-7:30 PM Confession 
THURSDAY (5/21)  
12-1 PM Soup Kitchen 
6 PM Mass followed by Adoration 
and Vespers  
7-8 PM Confession 
FRIDAY (5/22) 
12 PM Mass followed by Adoration 
until 3 PM 
6:30-7:30 PM Confession 
7-8:30 PM Youth Group 
SATURDAY (5/23)  
6:30 AM TMIY: Band of Brothers 
8 AM Mass 
5PM Vigil Mass  

SUNDAY(5/24)  Pentecost Sunday 
Altar Flowers donated by an 
Anonymous Parishioner in Honor of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 AM Mass  
11 AM Mass    
12:30 PM RCIA 
1 PM Confession 
2 PM Mass   
4 PM Pentecost Potluck (LL) 

COME TO THE FEAST!!! 
Holy Comforter’s Special Feast 

Day “Pentecost Potluck” 
Sunday, May 24, 4PM 

 HC Lower Level 
Please sign up to bring a dish or 

two on Flocknote. 
 
 

      PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
FOR THE EUCHARIST 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist, You left us the 

outstanding manifestation of your 
limitless love for us. Thank You for 

giving us the opportunity to experience 
this love in receiving  the Sacrament at 

this Mass. May Your Eucharistic 
presence keep us ever free from sin, 

fortified in faith, pervaded by love for 
God and neighbor, and fruitful in virtue, 

that we may continue to receive You 
throughout life and attain final union  

with You at death.  Amen 

SAINTS OF GOD 
5/16 Saint Margaret of Cortona 
5/17 Saint Paschal Baylon 
5/18 Saint John I 
5/19 Saint Theophilus of Corte 

5/20 Saint Bernardine of Siena 
5/21  Saint Cristobal Magallanes  
           and Companions 
5/22 Saint Rita of Cascia 
5/23 Saint Gregory VII 

5/24 Saint Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi 

SATURDAY (5/16)  
8AM   T. Michael Elrod  
5PM    Lubomyr Demchuk         
      
SUNDAY (5/17)       
8:30AM Ϯ Elizabeth Hall  
                 (Joe and Monica Davis) 
11AM Ϯ James Savino  
              (Patricia McAdams) 
            Ϯ Suzanne Lank (Alicia Vinklarek) 
2PM Members of the Parish 
 
MONDAY (5/18)      
12PM  Ϯ John Joseph Valloric 
               (Sylvia Valloric)  
   
TUESDAY (5/19)   
8AM  Julia Loughran and her baby   

           (Rebecca Toscano)  
 
WEDNESDAY  (5/20)  
8AM  Mark Crews for his Birthday 
          (Mel Crews) 
 
THURSDAY (5/21) 
6PM  The O’Neill Family & Ancestors  
   
FRIDAY (5/22)   
12PM  Ϯ Geraldine Newton  
             (Mary Deighan) 
SATURDAY (5/23)  
8AM   Souls in Purgatory  
          (Patricia McAdams) 
5PM    Members of the Parish    
         Ϯ Tod Jablonski  
           (Petroni & Conaway Family) 
      
SUNDAY (5/24)       
8:30AM Schrank Children and  
                Their Families  (Melinda Wells) 
11AM Ϯ Virginia Carey DiSimone 
               (Diane and Garrett Smith) 
 2PM   Rochelle 

Catholic Church of the Holy Comforter | Charlottesville, Virginia 

TO REQUEST MASS INTENTIONS: 
Contact the Parish Office 

 434-295-7185  
Reception@holycomforterparish.org  

WELCOME 
NEW PARISHIONERS  
We welcome you to join  

our Holy Comforter Parish Family.  
Registration Forms are in the Office and 

on the Commons Credenza. 



PARISH NEWS 

  PARISH SUPPORT 
For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in Him might not perish 

but might have eternal life (John 3:16)   
 
WEEKLY OFFERTORY BUDGET      

Our parish operating budget for the current fiscal year is 
$494,000 which requires offertory contributions of $9,500 
per week. In order to meet our obligations, it is necessary 
for our families to contribute $2,200 per year, or about 
$42 per week. Thank you for your support! 
 
Week Ending May 10, 2026 
Offertory Contributions 
• In Pew and By Mail             $7,409 

• Online Giving                       $5,012 
Weekly Offertory Budget        ($9,500) 
Below Weekly Budget               $2,921 

MONEY MINUTE 
Holy Comforter, like all parishes, provides financial 
support to the Catholic Schools in our Diocese. Our Parish 
Sharing Assessment for the last two years has been 
approximately $30,500. Your offertory contributions 
enable us to meet this obligation. Thank you!  
2026 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL Sharing His Love 
With Others Thanks to your support of this year’s Annual 

Diocesan Appeal, we have met our goal of 
raising $27,950!  Materials are available in the 
Commons to answer your questions and to 
contribute. Your generosity is appreciated!!!   

SECOND COLLECTIONS FOR MAY 
ALL MONTH    Catholic Virginian + Christian Formation + 
Justice and Peace 
5/10/2026     Outreach 
5/17/2026     Diocesan Home Missions 
5/24/2026     Maintenance Fund  
     SCAN HERE to support   
 Holy Comforter!  Thank You!! 

May 17, Ascension of the Lord  

LITURGICAL NOTES 
Happy Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  The 
Ascension is a major feast in our Catholic liturgical calendar, 
celebrated forty days after Easter.  As such, it falls on 
Thursday.  However, in most Diocese in the U.S., the feast is 
transferred to the Sunday after Ascension Thursday, to allow 
more people to celebrate this great event of our salvation. 
 
 
We have no schedule changes this week.  However, let us 
begin our preparation for next weekend for our special Feast 
of Pentecost on Sunday, May 24.  
 
 
Pentecost always occurs fifty days after Easter Sunday. This 
is why its date changes every year. Since Easter itself does 
not have a fixed date and is based on the lunar calendar.    
 
 
Please join us for our annual Pentecost Potluck on Sunday, 

May 24th, at 4:00 pm in the church basement. Please bring a 

dish or two and join us to celebrate this special feast day at 

our church. Sign up to share a dish for our potluck meal. 

Continued prayers for a blessed Easter Season. 
 
God Bless, Alicia Vinklarek, LMC, Liturgy Cordinator 
 
 
 
 

Holy Comforter’s Special  
Feast Day Celebration! 
“Pentecost Potluck“ 

Sunday, May 24, 4PM 
 HC Lower Level 

Please sign up to bring  
a dish or two on Flocknote. 

(Parish Life) 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

PENTECOST  
SUNDAY 

 

First Acts of the Apostles 2:14a,36-
41  Peter and the other apostles 
baptize 3,000 people.  
Responsorial  Psalm 23:1-6 
The Lord is my shepherd.  

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:20b-25 
We have been healed by the 
wounds of Christ.  
Gospel  John 10:1-10 
Jesus is the gate for his sheep.  
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 PARISH NEWS 

MINISTRIES 
PARISHIONERS  
(Includes ill, injured, homebound, and caregivers) Eileen 
Bracuti, Ann Carothers, Teresa Cook, Connie Flamm, Kelton 
Flinn, Jolene Green, Colette Hall, Bobbie Hoskins, Ann 
Jackson, Cassandra Johnson-Francisco, Patricia McAdams, 
Mae Trentanove, Mary Wheeler, and Mary Ann Ziminski.   
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Alex Ahn, Leroy and Felicia Anderson, Blandine Attey, Ben and 
Katherine Barahona, Christine Bentejac, Max and Hadley 
Burch, Stephen Crews, Kaylee Carter, Petra Vera  Chavez, 
Lauren Rundall, Stephanie Crews, Roxanne Crittenden, Nancy 
Joan Debiese, Jimmy Dominguez, Linda Doyle, Gene Flamm, 
Lisa-Jane Faust, Fr. Gerald Fogarty, Charlie Foster, Brad and 
Debbie Ferguson, Sue Gilbert, Paula Goodburn,  Brian Gough, 
Dan Grogan, Fr. Theodore J. Haag, OFM, Genevieve Halfen, 
Liana Haseltine, Margaret Heritage, Maddie Hermack, Wilem 
Hommel, Mark Rowland Huckabe, Joe Kanapell, Betty 
Kapeluch, Sharon Lawrence, Kelly Lembo and Family, Joan 
Lincks, Mike & Sibylle Llewellyn, Shannon and Coty Lockett, 
Chelsea Massey, Patrick Mayer, Dot McAllister, Charles 
McCranor, Brett McQuhae, Cullen McQuhae, Michael McNeil, 
Fr. Richard Mooney,  Robert Maute, Mary Nguyen, Lucy 
Pardee, Lia Thoms Price and Family, Lawrence Randolph, 
Anne de Rigal, Saathoff Family, Coby Savona, Kathryn Savona,  
Schrank Family, Tara Singh, Aiden Smith, Christopher 
Tomaselli, Brendan and Maria Walsh, Residents and Staff of 
Blue Ridge Juvenile Detention, Williams Family and Napier 
Family   
MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY  
Matthew Mickiewicz, Elijah & Jonathan Schrank, and Joey 
Smith, Nathaniel Byrd   
If you would like your family member or fellow parishioner added 

or removed from the lists, contact the Works of Mercy Ministry 
mercy@holycomforterparish.org  or  434-295-7185. 

 

To request Holy Communion or a visit from  
Father Joseph Mary, please call the church office 

434-295-7185 or reception@holycomforterparish.org  
 

Ascension of the Lord - May 17, 2026 "Go, therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations." (Matthew 28:19): Jesus sends us to 

share His Gospel, requiring a bold response to this mission. 

Consider whether He is inviting you to a deeper discipleship, to 

live and share this mission through the priesthood, consecrated 

life, or holy matrimony, and seek guidance in prayer. Talk to your 

people. Could this be your path to love others as Christ does? 

Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at 804-359

-5661 or via email: vocations@richmonddiocese.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
OUTREACH: Thank you parishioners for your continued support to 
Outreach through donations, contributions and volunteering. 
Donations of crackers this month are appreciated. Have a blessed 
Easter Season. The USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, HOLY TRINITY CONFERENCE: Our 

meetings occur on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7pm. Our next 
meeting is May 19, 2026, via Zoom. You are welcome to 

attend. For more information about our conference, or to donate, 
visit www.svdp-ht.org or email info@svdp-ht.org.  
HOLY COMFORTER’S MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP!    All youth 
in grades 6 through 8 are invited to Middle School Youth Group on 
Fridays from 7-8:30pm. There will be fun, fellowship, & faith-
building. To contact Anna Sisman and Tristan Majewski for more 
info, email youthgroup@holycomforterparish.org for registration 
and calendar. 
Walking with Moms in Need: A meeting of Walking With Moms in 
Need will be held on Sunday, June 21, 10AM in the Stairwell Library.  
THAT MAN IS YOU: BAND OF BROTHERS, Holy Comforter’s Men’s 
Ministry, meets Saturday mornings. For information, please  contact 
Steven Sisman, mensgroup@holycomforterparish.org  
HOLY COMFORTER’S ALTAR GUILD is looking for a flower arranger 
to help beautify our sacred space. If you are interested and have 
flower arranging skills, Please contact Jean Mickiwicz 
Jean4greens@yahoo 
WORKS OF MERCY: Our ministry sends a variety of cards to 40 
residents at the Cedars Healthcare Center throughout the calendar 
year. We are looking for individuals, families, or groups to assist with 
signing cards. Supplies (cards, stickers, pens) will be provided and 
may be taken home. A ministry member will pick up the completed 
cards at church and deliver them to Cedars. No mailing! Some 
residents get very little personal mail. They appreciate happy and 
uplifting cards. For more information, please mail Sharon Dudley at 
mercy@holycomforterparish.org  

            ANNOUNCEMENTS 
HOLY COMFORTER FAMILY SWING DANCE: Families are invited for 
informal swing dance Sunday, May 31 from 4pm to 6pm in the 
lower level of Holy Comforter. Boys are encouraged to wear pants 
with a button-down shirt. Girls are encouraged to wear a skirt or 
dress at or below the knee (with shorts). No dance experience 
needed and ALL are welcome! Children under 18 are welcome but 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
WE ARE HIRING: Charlottesville Catholic School, Charlottesville, VA, 
seeks Elementary Teacher (JK–5,  2026–2027) and Middle School 
Science Teacher (6–8, 2026–2027). VA teaching license required. 
Candidates should provide engaging, hands-on instruction, use 21st 
Century skills, communicate effectively, and collaborate well. 
Practicing Catholics preferred. Send resume, Diocesan application, 3 
references, and license to Attn: Vada Fallica, Principal, 1205 Pen Park 
Road, Charlottesville, VA 22901 or v.fallica@cvillecatholic.org.   
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   FROM THE LITURGY COORDINATOR 

May 17, Ascension of the Lord  

Happy Feast day of the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. 
The Ascension is a major feast in our Catholic liturgical calendar, 
celebrated forty days after Easter. As such, it falls on a Thursday. 
However, in the U.S., the feast is often celebrated on the Sunday 
after Ascension Thursday to allow broader participation. It is a 
holy day of obligation for Catholics, unless excused. 
 
Our Gospel this year will be from Matthew 28: 16-20: 

 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, 
but they doubted. 
 
Then Jesus approached and said to them, 
“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 
 
This Solemnity commemorates the moment when the risen Jesus, 
in the presence of his apostles, ascended bodily into heaven, 
completing his earthly mission and taking his seat at the right 
hand of the Father. The disciples saw him lifted up into heaven, 
yet his promise to be with them always gave them courage. God, 

our Father, gave us Jesus reign as King over all the earth and all 
time. His authority is above every power and ruler. Even though 
we cannot see Him, He is still guiding us and giving us strength 
through the Holy Spirit. 
 
Today is also a call of Commissioning! Jesus leaves His disciples 
with a mission. He tells them to go and share His message with all 
nations. This command is not just for them but for every believer. 
Jesus calls His followers to be witnesses of His love and truth in 
the world. 
 
Jesus does not send His disciples out alone. He promises that the 
Holy Spirit will come to help them. The Spirit gives strength, wis-
dom, and courage to carry out this mission. The same Spirit that 
He gives us today, guiding us in faith and service. The Ascension 
also points to the hope of Jesus’ return. The disciples watch Him 
rise into heaven, but they are told He will come again. This prom-
ise brings joy and encouragement. It reminds us to stay faithful 
and focused on living as Jesus teaches us. 
 
Jesus commissions us too! He gives us a mission to go into the 
whole world. He sends us out to share his message, to baptize, 
and to teach others to follow him. His words are for us today just 
as they were for the first disciples. 
 
As Catholics, we believe that heaven is our true home, and that 
Jesus has gone before us to prepare a place for us. However, to 
get there, we must believe and follow Jesus. 
 
FUN FACT: The Ascension is believed to have taken place on the 
Mount of Olives, just outside Jerusalem, near the Chapel of the 
Ascension, which contains a miraculous imprint of Christ’s foot-
prints My Catholic Life!. 
 
Being a Disciple of Jesus is more than knowing facts about Jesus. 
It is about loving others and leading them closer to God. Jesus 
showed this love by sacrificing Himself for others. We are now 
called to show the same love in our words and  
actions.  
 

God bless, Alicia Vinklarek, LMC 



Contact Carey Woodington
cwoodington@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x0000

TIMOTHY 
DORSS CPA, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Business and Individual Tax 
Planning & Preparation

Solutions for all your small business 
accounting, bookkeeping

and payroll needs

QuickBooks Online
 and QuickBooks Desktop Experts

	 434-305-4165
	 Tim@DorssCPA.com
	 www.DorssCPA.com

Timothy Dorss, CPA

408 East Market St.
Charlottesville, VA

	H Plumbing • Drain • Septic

	H Fast Emergency Services

	H Quality Workmanship

	H Locally Owned

	H Licensed and Fully Insured

Ask About Our
No Dig

Pipe Replacement

434-963-7668
www.rootermanva.comG a r y  A l b e r t,  C P C U ® C LU ® Ch F C ®Ag e nt 	

434-296-1222
	 insurance@garyalbert.com

Voted Charlottesville’s Favorite Insurance Agency
16 Years in a Row

Auto • Home • Life 
Health • Business

We plan and host world-class pilgrimages and 
tours throughout Europe. Join a trip today!

434-365-2743
www.ProRome.com

SAFE & SOUND HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert helpers for all projects great and small
	 Painting • Tile • Plumbing • Electric
	 Interior & Exterior • Repairs & New Construction
	 Insured, Affordable & Reliable
	 – FREE Estimates –
	 Cell: (434) 825-1939

Garden Spot
Landscape Company

Hardscape Landscape
Maintenance

434-973-4402
515 Rio Rd. West

Charlottesville,  VA 22901
Jon  Mickiewicz

400 Preston Ave. Suite 125, Charlottesville VA

Owners Jim and Sile, Parishioners
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