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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Gesu Community,

As many of  you know, I will be leaving 
Gesu for a leadership position in the 
Midwest Province of  the Society of  Jesus. 
While this is certainly an incredible honor, 
I must confess to being very sad to leave 
Gesu so suddenly. Regrettably, this will be 
my last News & Views letter. 

When I came to Gesu, I thought I would 
be with you at least six years and probably 
more. Since parish life was relatively new 
to me, I began my time by doing listening 

sessions with parishioners to learn where the parish was and how I 
could best serve the community. I found that experience to be very 
insightful, but it was only the beginning of  a much greater “listening 
session” that has included listening to the hopes and dreams of  
parishioners, our parish leadership, couples for marriage prep and their 
families, as well as listening to families as I have accompanied them 
through the loss of  loved ones. All these experiences have helped me 
to know Gesu, and they have also helped me to know better where 
people find themselves regarding their faith and the Church.  Over the 
years, I slowly began to realize that people are hungry to find a faith that 
gives them hope. They are also looking for ways to find God and to 
understand what the Church teaches and why.  

My intention was to use this column, as well as the “Fireside Chats” 
and our Gesu Together programming to engage people with their faith 

in new ways. So often, discussions of  faith end up being about “hot 
button” social issues in the Church and not about the core of  what 
we believe as followers of  Jesus. I have found that most people know 
some of  what the Church teaches on difficult issues, but they don’t 
always understand the core of  our faith which is rooted in the faith of  
the Apostles and the theology of  the early Church. It has always been 
my experience that when the richness of  what we believe is opened-up, 
people find themselves more deeply attracted to their faith. This has 
been what has guided me during my short time here at Gesu.

As I move on, my hope for Gesu is that you cling to the richness of  
the faith that the Apostles passed on to us, strive to be followers of  
Jesus, walk with Him every day through prayer and, most especially, that 
you receive the Eucharist as often as possible. Not only is this the real 
presence of  Jesus, but it is also our most certain connection to Him. 
The early Church relied on the Eucharist for inspiration and for hope 
through some very challenging situations; we can do the same. 

The difficult, and often very painful, social and moral issues that 
we ponder and struggle with are certainly very real, but I have great 
confidence that over time, they will work themselves out. History shows 
that this is always the case. Let us not be defined by them, but rather 
let us be defined by the faith of  Apostles as followers of  Jesus and by 
the sacramental life of  the Church, which has been the strength of  the 
martyrs and saints and our own ancestors since the beginning. 

God bless.

Fr. Karl J. Kiser, SJ 
Pastor
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By John Betchkal

“Even when he is delivering a homily to a church full of  people, I feel 
that Fr. Kiser is talking very specifically just to me. His commitment 
to God is absolutely contagious.”

That comment from a parishioner (and many more like it) are among 
the many reasons why the people of  Gesu will miss Fr. Karl Kiser, 
SJ, their Pastor for nearly five years, when he leaves on Easter Sunday 
for his next assignment in Chicago. On the day before Thanksgiving 
last year, Fr. Kiser was in his Schell House room when he received a 
phone call that he described as “stunning,” and which has changed 
his life for the next six years. At that moment, he unexpectedly 
learned that the Society of  Jesus’ Fr. General Arturo Sosa was 
appointing him provincial of  the USA Midwest Province.

The Midwest Province encompasses 12 states, which include six Jesuit 
universities, ten elementary schools, 13 high schools, eight retreat 
houses, 20 parishes, a presence on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota, social justice centers in several states and two 
health care centers. The Province also has formal relationships with 
Jesuits in India, Africa, Peru and Ecuador, and a nationally acclaimed 
publishing house (Loyola Press) in Chicago.

The role of  provincial requires keeping in close touch with the 500 
Jesuits in the Midwest, which means Fr. Kiser will be traveling much 
of  the time in his new job. “Typically, a provincial spends as much 
as three weeks a month visiting Midwest Province Jesuits at their 
assigned locations. I expect to be doing that, and while the pace may 
be grueling, I am stimulated by the thought of  it. There is so much to 
learn from and share with my fellow Jesuits.”

Fr. Kiser’s new home – if  only for several days a month – will be in 
a Jesuit community in Lincoln Park near Lake Michigan in Chicago, 

and his office will be downtown. While no longer taking advantage of  
his several times a week five-mile walks on the streets of  University 
Heights and Shaker Heights, he plans to walk the almost two miles to 
and from work, when Chicago weather permits.

“I know that I am called to accept these new responsibilities, and I 
accept them with humility and dedication to the Society and to God. 
There is great richness in the history of  our Church, and it will be 
invigorating to share that history with so many people. But I shall also 
greatly miss the people of  Gesu. I have been enriched by the love 
and support I have felt here these past four and a half  years.” That 
enrichment was also felt by the Gesu community members – from 
the youngest to the oldest- at Baptisms, funerals and a myriad of  
other special occasions along the way. 

“I came from a high school, so as a new Pastor here, I found myself  
faced with different and unique responsibilities. Visiting and anointing 
the sick was honestly new to me, but that profound experience 
humbled and changed me forever.” 

Gratefully, Fr. Kiser has also placed emphasis on education while at 
Gesu. In his own words: “I am a Jesuit that’s what we do.” The 650 
elementary school students (plus pre-school and pre-Kindergarten 
youngsters) have benefitted from his leadership. Together he worked 
with the school administration 
and faculty to provide 
classroom enhancements, 
teaching innovations, 
curriculum enrichment 
and a successful focused 
plan to increase teachers’ 
compensation. “We have a 
Catholic school that is very 
competitive and a major asset to the community,” notes proud Father.

“As I leave Gesu I feel mixed emotions. I am proud of  what we have 
done, I am humbled by what is ahead for me, and I know that Fr. 
Laniauskas will have a phenomenal team of  fellow priests, sisters, 
educators, staff  members and volunteers at his side.”

Fr. Kiser came to Gesu from a high school presidency wondering 
if  he might be a “fish out of  water.” While at Gesu he did 
swimmingly well. He is now on to his next challenge. As said by a 
Gesu parishioner: “We’re going to really miss that guy. But that’s ok, 
because he will be sharing his love of  God and God’s people with 
many, many more people.”

PEOPLE OF GESU BID FR. KISER “GODSPEED” 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH DURING THE PANDEMIC

Even though COVID-19 has temporarily halted our ability to 
send groups of  volunteers into the community and/or hold 
large events, the following shows that a great deal of  outreach 
continues to happen locally.

“FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD, I WAS 
THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK” 

The Bread Ministry and Gesu Hunger Project teams continue to 
pick up bread and food from local Heinen’s Fine Foods stores 
and drop them off  at the Fatima Family and Thea Bowman 
Centers.

Food items donated by our parishioners and collected in the 
Narthex of  the Church are given to the Our Lady of  Peace Food 
Pantry. The St. Pat’s Hunger Center volunteers have expanded 
their work to include making sandwiches for 55 homeless people 
taken off  the streets due to COVID-19 and housed at the Days 
Inn on Lake Avenue. This housing effort happens through the 
auspices of  the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless.

Gesu volunteers also make sandwiches for Deacon Bill who 
distributes them to the homeless living under Cleveland bridges.
Deb Straniero, Tom Tomsic, Jody Salata and Gil Holzheimer lead 
these efforts at Gesu.

“…A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME, NAKED AND 
YOU CLOTHED ME...”

Gesu volunteers sort donated items dropped off  at the church 
and school. For a flier of  “How to donate items at Gesu,” with 
the entire list of  what we collect and where it goes, go to  
www.churchofthegesu.org/how-to-donate-items-at-gesu. Hang it 
on your refrigerator and keep a collection basket at home! Gesu 
has an amazing team of  volunteer drivers who then deliver these 
goods to our nearby partner agencies.

Parishioners Pat Hawkins and Chris Holz continue to lead our 
St. Vincent de Paul Society volunteer efforts with a temporary 
assist for people in need. In addition, Rich Ambrose and other 
Gesu volunteers have worked hard reinventing food and clothing 
distribution at Ozanam Center at St. Philomena’s. In need 
community members list their needs and wait safely outside, 

while volunteers shop inside the buildings for them. This critical 
ministry can use more volunteers now.

“…ILL AND YOU CARED FOR ME, IN PRISON AND YOU 
VISITED ME…”

Gesu became aware that some of  our parishioners needed 
assistance in getting to (or even scheduling) a COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment. The Parish Office provided and continues to 
provide this assistance.

“...AMEN, I SAY TO YOU, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE 
OF THESE LEAST BROTHERS OF MINE, YOU DID FOR 
ME.”

In addition to volunteering and distribution of  in-kind donations, 
Gesu organizes collections for CRS Rice Bowl, Corporal Works 
of  Mercy, the Gesu Food Fund, Gonzaga Society, Honduras 
Mission work and more. Gesu then funds our service work or 
distributes those funds directly to the following partner agencies:

• Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos
• Edwins Leadership & Restaurant Institute
• InterReligious Task Force on Central America
• Womankind
• Zelie’s Home
• St. Aloysius School of  Hope in Africa
• Bethesda House of  Mercy
• Habitat for Humanity
• Thea Bowman Center
• Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless
• Renee Jones Empowerment Center
• Ignatian Solidarity Network

Finally, our local churches – Holy Spirit Parish, Garfield Heights; 
St. Agnes; Our Lady of  Fatima Parish, Cleveland; St. Aloysius-St. 
Agatha Parish, Cleveland; St. Adelbert/Our Lady of  the Blessed 
Sacrament/OLP, Cleveland – are struggling to provide the 
necessities desperately needed by so many during the pandemic. 
We are looking for ways to support them. Thanks to the 
generosity of  our community, we use Gesu Food Fund donations 
to alleviate local food insecurity.

By Amy Zucca, Outreach Coordinator
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FINDING THE POSITIVE IN A PANDEMIC

“Is it time for Mrs. Creger?” When my six-
year-old daughter Lucy sees me pull out my 
laptop on Sunday mornings, she runs to 
my side, excited to start one of  her favorite 
weekly activities: PSR class with Mrs. 
Creger. When we envisioned our daughter 
joining a PSR class, we never imagined 
she would be doing so in her pajamas with 
her three-year-old sister, baby brother and 
parents looking on. Yet, each week, we pull 
up her virtual Flipgrid classroom and Mrs. 
Creger’s warm smile invites her (and our 
whole family) in to learn more about her 
faith.

Since March of  2020, Lucy has attended 
kindergarten and first grade classes 
remotely. While it’s not always easy to 
keep her attention on a screen, she has 
craved learning and connecting with 
others. Weekly PSR lessons have given 
her the opportunity to grow in her faith, 

while staying socially distant. Each lesson 
includes readings, activities, songs and 
questions for her to respond to. And 
Lucy’s most favorite part: words of  
wisdom and encouragement from Mrs. 
Creger. Mrs. Creger’s concise, but rich, 
weekly videos (recorded from her own 
home) have given Lucy so much to think 
about related to her Catholic faith and has 
given her a new teacher and role model to 
learn from.

After learning about how Jesus loved 
his disciplines and how she could show 
Christlike love to others, Lucy shared via a 
Flipgrid video: “One way that Jesus serves 
his friends is washing their feet. And one 
way that I help others is when I saw a 
classmate was sad because she didn’t have 
Play-Doh, so I gave Play-Doh to her.” 
After uploading her response, Mrs. Creger 
sent back a personalized video response to 

Lucy, thanking her for sharing, reminding 
her of  the lesson and helping Lucy look 
forward to the next time we’d pull out 
her PSR book, pray together and learn 
more about her Catholic faith. While this 
conversation would also be wonderful to 
have in person, having video recordings 
has given us the opportunity for multiple 
viewings and slowing down a lesson when 
Lucy has more questions or wants to dive 
deeper into questions about prayer, saints 
or the Blessed Trinity. 

Like many families, we have been 
navigating the challenges that the 
pandemic has provided as best we can. 
Some days, we relish the opportunity 
to be at home with our three young 
children, and other days we are completely 
overwhelmed. Engaging with the remote 
PSR lessons and doing the activities in 
the Advent and Lent family worship 
packets have given my husband and me 
the tools needed to help us explain our 
faith with our little ones. While we are 
missing informal conversations at church, 
getting together with other Gesu families 
and celebrating holidays in person with 
extended family and friends is great. 

By attending mass via YouTube on 
Saturday afternoons and Lucy completing 
her PSR classwork each Sunday, we have 
felt connected to Gesu. We are so grateful 
for those working so hard at Gesu, 
especially for Mrs. Mary von Carlowitz’s 
leadership, enthusiasm and grace, and for 
Mrs. Michelle Creger’s wisdom, kindness 
and warmth. We look forward to meeting 
in person soon. 

By Cara Byrne
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VIEW FROM A NEW PSR CATECHIST
By Rebecca Ragnor, 2nd Grade Catechist

As spring approaches, I look back on the year and truly count 
my blessings. One blessing has been my role as a “virtual” 
Catechist. In the summer, I answered Mary von Carlowitz’s call 
to be a Catechist. The pandemic has brought many things to the 
forefront of  our thoughts, most especially, family and faith. What 
better way to bring these two together than to be a Catechist in 
my son Ryan’s 2nd grade class. I am so thankful to have taken on 
this role. Every Sunday morning my son and I sign on to Zoom 
and spend 30 minutes talking about God with his fellow second 
graders. (As a teacher by profession, it has been rewarding to put 
this “hat” back on once a week!) 

Part of  the PSR program also has a strong family component, 
especially during this unprecedented time. As a family, we are 

called to discuss the weekly chapters and lessons, complete 
activities tied to the season of  the Church and prepare for First 
Communion. The families in our class and I have all expressed 
gratitude for this family component. It has strengthened our bond 
to each other and to God. As I signed on to class this morning, 
I could not help but smile back at all the smiling faces, waving 
and holding up their books ready to begin! The children love to 
share their thoughts and they also love arts and crafts, so we have 
been trying to incorporate both into the weekly sessions. As my 
second grader said, “This year it’s easier to listen and learn on the 
computer!” As you can appreciate, children are always adapting 
and helping (us) adults see things from a different perspective. 
I will certainly miss these classes when PSR comes to an end. I 
look forward to continuing my role as Catechist and trust that the 
lessons I have learned this year will help me to grow in my faith 
and position.

Two years ago, the Gesu Women’s Bible Study gathered in the 
Dietz room to study the Gospel of  Luke. This newly formed 
group of  women sought to learn what God had to say in their 
lives through Scripture. Heroically, these women sacrificed fitness, 
family obligations and the demands of  work to apply themselves 
to God’s Word. 

There was a discovery! Each lady brought to the table a depth of  
curiosity, knowledge and humility that caused the whole group 
to grow spiritually. A relationship developed: with Jesus and with 
each other. Weekday Mass readings, Sunday readings, Feast days 
and the Saints all had more meaning. The incredible love of  God 
that goes beyond our understanding was something we wanted to 
share with our families and friends. We prayed for each other.

Zoom has worked miracles bringing different women, parishes 
and backgrounds together; we are not isolated! We have covered 
Corinthians, the Miracles of  Jesus, and Joy to the World by Scott 
Hahn. Our current study on the Women of  the Gospels provides 
insights that unite biblical issues with contemporary ones. 

Consider joining us for weekly study, prayer and fellowship. Bring 
your cup of  coffee, tea or cappuccino Tuesday mornings from 
9:00 – 10:00 am. Please contact Debbie Bruening if  you are 
interested in joining at dbruening@churchofthegesu.com.  
Comments from members of  the group are below – notice the joy 
in what God does in our life!

“I have been involved with Gesu since I was a child in the second 
grade. I am grateful that with Zoom, COVID restrictions do not 
prevent our group from meeting. It is great to get the perspective 

of  young moms, grandmothers and those in the workforce.”

“I am part of  another parish and it is a joy to be reading and 
discussing the holy women of  the Bible with a new group of  

holy women. What a blessing!”

“I feel the Bible is our life’s blueprint for how we are supposed 
to live. My life would be empty without His words, guidance, 
examples, and most of  all, His promise of  Heaven in the end 

for those who believe!”

“I have been thrilled with this Bible study. The study guides are 
quite revealing, filling in many of  the details about the major 

players in the stories. We are also learning a great deal about the 
Holy Land of  Jesus’ time (its history as well as its customs). As 
a result, the Gospel has leapt right off  the page making me feel 
as though I was next to Jesus and His followers, watching the 

Kingdom of  Heaven unfold before my very eyes.”

GESU WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY:  COFFEE, TEA OR CAPPUCCINO?  
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HELPING IN THE SCHELL HOUSE KITCHEN IS A PLEASURE

By Fr. Michael A. Vincent, SJ 

Some Jesuit Communities have a cook several nights of  the week. 
That makes for a lot less worry and commotion, especially when 
we have evening meetings as often as we do at Gesu. Our Schell 
House cook works for the John Carroll Food Service, and most 
of  his weekly hours involve shopping and cooking for the Jesuit 
Community. Our cook, Jake, is a great cook — he can make great 
soup from almost any leftovers! But even in Jesuit communities 
that have cooks, there are also community members who 
enjoy cooking, and who really love seeing their Jesuit brothers 
appreciating the results of  their culinary efforts. I am one of  
those people!

My mother was a very “good, plain cook.” She had a great 
meatloaf  recipe, used her Dutch Oven to make fantastic chuck 
roast, did truly wonderful fried chicken and could put together 
a great spaghetti sauce from scratch. She also made some 
Depression-era specialties, such as Campbell’s Pork and Bean 
sandwiches on toast, heated up in the oven. She had wonderful 
recipes for Christmas cookies and fruit cake. Her death almost 
fifty years ago meant that I had to cook many meals for my own 
family, including Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners when I was 
in college, and after.

Over the years, family friends also shared with me how to make 

some great Italian specialties, such as Veal Marsala and Stuffed 
Artichokes and Mushrooms. I also learned how to make Beef  
Stroganoff, various baked pastas and chicken dishes, as well as 
holiday treats. One of  my interests is watching television cooking 
shows, including some of  the original Julia Child “French Chef ” 
programs. I have several of  them on DVD, so I have watched 
them more than once! I would also have to confess that I have 
more than a shelf  full of  various cookbooks, and I have not given 
them up, despite making several moves during my years as a Jesuit!

This past year of  COVID, with fewer community members 
traveling at the holidays than in the past, gave us an opportunity 
to have home-made meals for Thanksgiving, Christmas and on 
other days when we did not have a cook. There were usually eight 
of  the ten of  us home for these holidays, so there was a good 
group who showed up with healthy appetites!

So I had the great pleasure of  making Thanksgiving dinner 
last year, with the help of  several other community members. 
Someone made vegetable side dishes, and another member of  the 
community carved the turkey, something at which I am truly not 
very proficient. But I enjoyed making the turkey stock the night 
before, as well as the dressing, and starting the gravy. 

Fr. Jim Bretzke, who teaches theology at John Carroll, made 
appetizers to serve with drinks before Thanksgiving dinner. I got 
the turkey ready for the oven, making certain I had my instant-
read meat thermometer at the ready. I asked Fr. Kiser to purchase 
some pumpkin pies because I am not very good at making pie 
crust, and our Cuisinart was not in the best of  repair! So, I did 
take the easy way out as far as dessert goes!

After all the effort on Thanksgiving, I decided that the best 
route to take for Christmas was to ask for some more help from 
our community members. Some friends of  Fr. Kiser’s gave the 
community a Honey-Baked Ham, so I asked Fr. Don Serva, who 
teaches biology and religious studies at John Carroll, to carve it. 
Fr. Greg Hyde made a vegetarian side dish (with a big dose of  hot 
sauce!), and I contented myself  with making scalloped potatoes. 
Another frozen pumpkin pie got trotted out for Christmas dinner, 
too.

In past years, when the house was pretty empty during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, a few of  us would just go out to 
dinner on those holidays. No cooking, no clean-up! But COVID 
made that impossible because we were all trying to be so safe. 
The result was that the holidays this year were much more of  
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FR. VINCENT’S FAVORITE RECIPE FOR BEEF STROGANOFF

a community event, and it was a delight to see the members of  
our community lingering over dinner, chatting, hanging out in 
the kitchen to see what progress was being made on dinner, and 
praying together before and after those meals.

It was much more of  a family atmosphere than in years past, and 
we have decided that this is one part of  our COVID practices that 
we plan to hold on to in 2021 and years to come. I was asked to 
think about some possibilities for our community Ash Wednesday 
meal – fish and chips or macaroni and cheese came to mind. I 
think that these easy meals are great for Ash Wednesday and the 

Fridays of  Lent. (They are also great when you can have them 
delivered!)

Easter is now imminent, and I have decided what to have for 
Easter Dinner. Ham or lamb often come to mind, and I also 
considered lasagna (a family favorite), but for this Easter I am 
going to recommend Beef  Stroganoff  (see the recipe below). It is 
all a matter of  finding a good way to celebrate our Church’s most 
important feast.

INGREDIENTS 

This recipe makes four servings.

Beef, approximately 2½ pounds of  beef  
tenderloin or boneless sirloin steak. Trim 
off  any obvious fat, and slice it into two-
inch strips, all about the same size, so as to 
facilitate easy cooking. Some might choose 
to make this a more economical dish by 
using ground round or hamburger instead.

2 tablespoons cooking oil, either canola oil 
or olive oil

6 tablespoons of  unsalted butter

¼ cup finely chopped white or yellow 
onion (You may substitute green onions, 
using just the ends of  the green part, as 
well as the white, once you have trimmed 
away the roots.)

1-pound mushrooms (cut into quarters if  
large, or cut in half  if  not so big). You can 
use white or cremini mushrooms.

1 cup canned beef  broth or stock. (I 
suggest NOT using beef  bouillon cubes or 
flakes.)

2 tablespoons cognac (optional) 

1½ cups red wine (I would suggest that, if  
you plan on serving wine with this meal, 
you use the same red wine in the recipe as 
you drink with the meal). If  you decide not 
to use wine, consider marinating the beef  
in some additional beef  broth or stock.

1 cup sour cream (full or low fat is fine), or 
“crème fraiche”

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

1 tablespoon paprika

salt and freshly ground black pepper to 
taste

1 tablespoon chopped fresh dill (optional)

14-16 ounces of  egg noodles

DIRECTIONS

The night before you plan to make the 
Stroganoff, marinate the sliced meat in 
the red wine in the refrigerator overnight, 
or for at least four hours. This helps the 
meat to be tender when you serve it. You 
can add the green part of  the chopped 
green onions to this marinade, if  you 
wish.

After the meat has been refrigerated, 
remove the meat from the marinade, and 
dry it thoroughly on paper towels. Lightly 
salt and pepper the meat on all sides. In 
a heavy pan, heat the oil on medium-
high heat, and before it starts to smoke, 
add the meat in batches in just one layer 
and cook until it is browned on all sides. 
Remove the meat to a plate and cover 
with aluminum foil.

Add about half  the butter to the pan, 
and add the onions, reduce the heat 
to medium, and cook them for a few 
minutes until softened, using a wooden 
spoon to scrape the bottom of  the pan.  

Add the mushrooms, and cook them for 
just over ten minutes, turning them every 
few minutes. Add the beef  broth or stock, 
and then the optional cognac. You could 
also add back the wine marinade at this 
time, but that is also optional. Continue to 
cook on medium heat for about ten more 
minutes. (You have not yet re-introduced 
the browned beef.)  Then add the sour 
cream and the Dijon mustard, and the 
meat, along with any juices on the plate, 
stirring gently, and set the heat to low.

Simmer until the meat is re-warmed, but 
do not cook much longer, because the 
less the meat is cooked, the more tender 
it will be. Add the optional chopped dill, 
and taste to see if  you have enough salt 
and pepper. Adjust the seasonings. Taste 
the sauce and the meat to make sure that 
the meat is tender, and the sauce is well-
seasoned.

Cook the egg noodles slightly less than 
the package instructions direct in a large 
pot of  boiling, salted water. Drain but do 
not rinse. When just about done, add the 
rest of  the butter and toss the noodles.  
Season the noodles with salt and pepper, 
adding the paprika. Then divide the 
noodles into individual bowls or plates 
and top with the beef  and mushroom 
sauce.  
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“Field Trips” — those two words can 
spark such great excitement in a student. 
However, there was a point in time early on 
when field trips for the 2020-2021 school 
year seemed impossible. Packed buses, 
crowded museums, and hands-on exhibits 
do not lend themselves to current COVID 
protocols. But leave it to Gesu’s problem 
solving teachers and STREAM coordinator 
to become immersed in the world of  Virtual 
Field Trips! Here is an overview of  three 
grade levels who traveled far and wide 
without leaving the classroom. 

The first graders took a wild ride on the 
Water Cycle for their Action Science 
virtual field trip. Through storytelling and 
movement, they explored the properties of  
matter and how those properties transform 
water into precipitation, water vapor, ice and 
snow. They learned sign language for the 
terms solid, liquid and gas. This virtual field 
trip was interactive, informative and lots 
of  fun! It enhanced the first grade Project 
Based Learning experience, and the students 
were so grateful for the opportunity to 
“ride” the water cycle!

The third graders spent a month studying 

Simple Machines and were able 
to take a virtual field trip to 
COSI to enhance their learning. 
The field trip was titled Gadget 
Works - Simple Machines. The 
students were guided through the 
experience by wonderful Professor 
Gadgeteer. The students were 
provided with two toys, chattering 
teeth and a wind-up happy crab, 
and were tasked to take them apart 
in order to learn how different 
simple machines work together 
to make the toy function. This 
fun, hands-on experience was the 
perfect enhancement to their unit 
of  study. 

Our fourth graders didn’t just dip a toe into 
virtual field trips, they dove right in. During 
a virtual field trip with an archaeologist, 
experiencing an actual archaeological 
dig, they learned about history’s stories 
through artifacts. Next, they took part in 
an entrepreneurship workshop where they 
learned how to start a business and even 
were treated to some applesauce by the 
owner of  Holmes Applesauce. As part of  
their Project Based Learning on immigrants 
and migrants, they took part in a virtual field 
trip with the Western Reserve Historical 
Society. Students were introduced to primary 
and secondary resources where they had 
to unlock clues as to why and how families 
came to the United States. 

ALL ABOARD THE 
ROCKY RAILWAY  

THE EPIC ADVENTURE 
IN YOUR CHILD’S LIFE 

THIS SUMMER!
This year’s VBS ADVENTURE is 

just the ticket! Have your kids 
CLIMB ABOARD this faith-filled 

adventure for mountains of fun 
at ROCKY RAILWAY! Each day at 

ROCKY RAILWAY VBS, kids will 
discover that trusting Jesus 
will pull them through life’s 

ups and downs as they travel 
through field-tested rotations 

that will reinforce relevant Bible 
points and immerse kids in new 

adventures for the week of 
June 14-18, from 9-12 each day!

REGISTER NOW at:  
https://membership.faithdirect.

net/events/details/3969
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THERE’S A GREAT BIG, BEAUTIFUL TOMORROW

As vaccines continue to roll out, we 
can begin to feel a sense of  hope that 
our world will eventually look closer to 
“normal” than it does now. Our Parish 
Worship Commission is certainly eager to 
see this in church. We have gone through 
a full cycle of  the Liturgical Year with 
various Pandemic safety restrictions, many 
of  which inhibit the things we most love 
about our worship and community. After a 
little brainstorming (and recalling history), 
we have thought of  a few things that we 
long for and can look forward to in our 
liturgical experience. 

COMMUNITY

Gesu is so blessed to have a community 
that embraces the communal aspect of  
worship and relates well to one another. 
Whether parishioners for a year or several 
generations, we love how our community 
members truly care for each other. This 
community also lifts one another in 
actively worshiping in song, responses 
and interactions. One day soon, we will 
pray together, sing together and even have 
donuts together afterward!

That leads us to music: how we miss our 
animated and talented cantors who lead us 
in the sung liturgy, our choir that elevates 
the life of  the liturgy, and our Loyola 
Chamber Orchestra at larger celebrations 
throughout the year. We find ourselves 
singing in our hearts, while our voices long 
to express our belief  and our praise. The 
familiar music of  the seasons accompanies 
our prayer instrumentally, thanks to our 
talented musicians, but we are ready to 
sing! 

MINISTRIES

Our Masses have always reflected the 

definition of  Liturgy as the “work of  the 
people.” With pandemic limitations, we 
are limited to one Eucharistic minister, 
one reader, no servers, cantor, choir or 
Children’s Liturgy of  the Word. And at 
times, even our regular volunteers have 
been hesitant to be in church around 
crowds. We have been ever so grateful 
for those who have come forward, and 
we look forward to our prayer being true 
reflections of  who we are as a parish 
community. 

AN INVITATION

As we move into a brighter and safer 
future, perhaps we can say more than “we 
got through a pandemic.” We hope we 
discover more energy, more enthusiasm 
and more desire to place our gifts at the 
service of  our parish and community. This 
is a perfect time to think about becoming a 
Eucharistic minister, a reader or a member 
of  our music ministry. We would welcome 

those who would like to serve as sacristans, 
greeters or ushers. We encourage 
individuals and families to consider serving 
together. 

CHANGES AHEAD

There are many changes ahead for us as a 
parish. In this Lenten season, we celebrate 
the new life of  Easter. The celebration 
of  the Easter sacraments of  Baptisms, 
Confirmation and First Communions 
will fill our Easter days. We also hope 
to return to a new normal when many 
of  our limitations are lifted. Fr. Lukas 
Laniauskas, SJ, our new pastor, will join 
us in June; we move another step closer 
to our 100th anniversary as a parish in our 
strategic plan; and Gesu continues to grow 
and thrive in our dedication as a parish 
committed to Eucharistic Living, Lifelong 
Learning and Generous Serving.
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Highlights of Parish, School, and Alumni Happenings

ALUMNI NEWS

J. PHILIP CALABRESE, JUDGE OF THE 
FEDERAL OHIO DISTRICT COURT

On December 1, 2020 Judge J. Phillip 
Calabrese was confirmed by the United 
States Senate to serve as a Judge of  the 
Federal District Court, Northern Ohio 
District. He was sworn in on December 5, 
2020, by retired Federal Appellate Court 
Justice Alice Batchelder, for whom Judge 
Calabrese had clerked. 

Judge Calabrese, son of  Leonard and 
Dorothy Calabrese of  Gesu, graduated 
from Gesu School in 1985. He graduated 
from St. Ignatius High School in 1989; the 
College of  the Holy Cross in 1993, Summa 
Cum Laude; and Harvard Law School 
Cum Laude in 2000. In June of  1999 he 
was appointed to the Cuyahoga County 

Court of  Common Pleas by 
Gov. Mike DeWine after being 
a Partner at Squires Sanders 
and then at Porter Wright Law 
firms. He has been President 
of  the Federal Bar Association 
for the Northern District of  
Ohio and an Adjunct Professor 
of  Law at Case Western 
Reserve University School of  
Law. He lives in Shaker Heights 
with his wife of  22 years, Mary 
Rebecca Bynum, and they have 

two college age children. Congratulations 
Judge Calabrese. 

GESU’S JIMMY THOMPSON 
PREFORMS AT LINCOLN CENTER

We are very proud to announce that Gesu 
violinist Jimmy Thompson, featured 
in our previous News & Views article, 
has received an appointment with the 
Chamber Music Society of  Lincoln 
Center. His first performance there was on 
Monday, March 1.

Gesu now shares the exquisite sound of  
his art with the country. Congratulations 
Jimmy!  

KATHERINE AND MARIEL TYLER - 
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS

People Magazine’s Black History Month 
edition featured an article on Queen 
Latifah, which included photos taken by 
Mariel and Katherine Tyler. The twins 
are graduates of  Gesu, class of  2002, and 
are now based in New York City.

Katherine and Mariel Tyler (aka The Tyler 
Twins) are professional photographers 
specializing in celebrity portraits, concerts 
and event photography. With experience 
as the National Photo Director for 
iHeartRadio (Katherine) and the Senior 
Photo Editor of  ELLE.COM (Mariel), 
the twins have covered various celebs and 
events in a multitude of  environments. 
Whether they are backstage or in a studio, 
their genuine affinity for people, music and 
storytelling is apparent in their work.
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100 YEARS OF PATNA JESUIT MISSION

It has been 100 years since the 
first five American Jesuits set foot 
in Patna and began laying the 
foundation for a very successful 
missionary enterprise in North 
India, originally called Patna Jesuit 
Mission.

Living in the U.S. during this 
centenary year, I am overwhelmed 
by the realization that the USA is 

the birthplace of  the 155 men who left America to labor selflessly 
and tirelessly to build up many faith communities and numerous 
institutions that promote education, dignity and well-being of  
people throughout North India and Nepal. The project did not 
happen just with the work of  missionaries who went to India, but 
also with the support and efforts of  a large number of  lay people 
from the Mid-West and other parts of  USA.  

From the 1920s through 1970 in cities such as Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago and Detroit small groups of  lay Catholics, 
especially women, formed “Patna Mission Circles” and regularly 
organized “Mission Novenas” to raise funds and pray for Patna 
Mission. During my days at Gesu parish I heard many people 
reminiscing about their mothers, grandmothers and other family 
members being part of  the Patna Mission Circles. Cleveland also 
sent some of  its sons to Patna as missionaries – Fr. John Smith, 
Fr. Daniel Rice and Fr. Bob Schmidt are a few names to mention.

As we celebrate the 100 years of  Patna Mission, I want to 
remember you – the community of  Gesu parish and the many 
departed members of  your families who contributed greatly to 
the foundation and development of  Patna Mission. Some of  you 
still continue to contribute for the challenging work we Jesuits 
are doing in Patna today. And I also want to thank you all for 
welcoming me, a Patna Jesuit, to your parish six years ago, and 
accepting me as your own. My memories of  my time at Gesu – 
even including snowstorms – are very beautiful. 

May the Lord bless you all abundantly.

If  you would like to learn more about the history of  the Patna 
Mission, visit: Gesu’s YouTube channel to watch a short video 
featuring Fr. Brian Paulson, SJ, Provincial of  the Midwest Jesuits. 

(Fr. Thomas is now assigned to the Student Ministry at Loyola University 
in Chicago.)

By Fr. Thomas Chillikulam, SJ
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