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Last week, Rubi Kapp, Alivia Solomon & 

Dylan Carpenter celebrated their First 

Holy Communion.  This is a special time in 

their lives, as well as, the life of our parish family.  May the 

Grace of God continue to grow stronger in their hearts.  

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—April 18, 2021 

Regular Offertory:   $   5,077.50        

Utilities & Maintenance:   $   1,292.00        

Votives:     $      176.00      

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $      153.00    

Catholic Accent:   $      405.00      

Easter:     $      520.00    

 

 

Total April 17/18  $  7,623.50 
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 Traditionally this Sunday has come to 

be known as “Good Shepherd” Sunday.  The 

gospel for today portrays Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd who was willing to lay down his life for his sheep.  

The notion of sheep and shepherd has profound meaning for 

the people of Israel and throughout the Hebrew and 

Christian scriptures they have taken on a very spiritual and 

profound meaning.  The leaders of the church were often 

referred to as shepherds of the people.  This concept was 

readily understood by the nomadic and agricultural tribes of 

the Hebrews.  For those of us who are not associated with 

the raising and the importance of sheep, we lose some of the 

deep personal connections to such images. 

 If we look at all of the readings for today’s liturgy, 

we are immediately struck with the conviction that the 

people had in their beliefs.  There was no doubting the love 

that God has for all people.  Sometimes this can be a difficult 

concept to grasp because we often loose what it means to 

really be loved.  The entire Easter mystery is directed 

toward bringing home to us how much we are loved, how 

faithful God is in that love, and how far God goes to show us 

that love – even to the Son’s laying down his life.  This 

Sunday’s gospel of the good Shepherd is an incredibly 

reassuring one in which we hear in the metaphor of the 

good shepherd Jesus’ pledge to continue to care for us and 

love us just as he loves God and God loves him. 

 For many people, love is a hard emotion to deal 

with.  There are so many people living among us who feel 

that they just do not deserve to be loved.  It is hard to 

imagine living one’s life without ever knowing what love can 

mean.  Love can transform our lives to a new level, one in 

which we feel confident and secure.  It is that confidence 

that we hear coming from the disciples as they defend their 

beliefs. 

 If we absolutely believed how much we are loved in 

spite of who we are and what we might be doing in life, it 

could make all the difference with the choices we make.  

The twist of the gospel is that Jesus’ being our good 

Shepherd doesn’t save us from the hard work of the gospel 

call – to lay down our lives for the good of others.  Today’s 

gospel is a reassuring one but it also challenges each of us to 

be good shepherds for each other.  When we, like Jesus, lay 

down our life, then we, like Jesus, come to new life.  The 

way of the shepherd is the way of the sheep.   

 The gospel also spells out for us how, as disciples of 

the risen Christ, we are to lay down our life; by leading, 

protecting, guiding, knowing, loving.  Our Christian living, 

then, is about relating to others as the Father and Good 

Shepherd have related to us.  This is how we are all “one 

flock.”  This is how we share in bringing salvation to others: 

by knowing others with the same intimacy and self-giving as 

God and Jesus know us. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 
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There really hasn’t been much of an     

increase since I reported last week, people 

responding to the DLA for this year represents only 19% of 

our parishioners.  We have quite a way to go to reach our 

Diocesan goal.  Once we reach that goal, everything that is 

given from that point on will stay 100% in our parish.   

It would be a blessing, if we get enough from DLA to      

complete the necessary work needed on the heating system 

in the church.  If the other 80% of our parish would respond 

to this year’s campaign, we would certainly have no problem 

doing just that.  If you have any questions about the campaign 

or anything else in the parish, please feel free to contact me. 
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With the vaccine given to so many,            

people are feeling better about coming back 

to Church.  This is a real blessing  and believe 

me, I am grateful!  However, we still need to 

be careful and watch what it is we are doing.  Although the 

state has raised the number of people that can gather inside, 

we are still directed to adhere to the distancing of 6 ft.     

between people.  This is what limits the number of people 

who can be in the Church.  Families can sit together without 

the spacing, which permits more people in church.  I ask that 

you be mindful of all the people in the Church.  When you 

find a seat, please move to the most center point of the pew, 

this will help to  prevent people crawling over you.  If we are 

respectful of one another, we are doing what Our Lord is call 

us to do, in protecting one another. 
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A Soup Sale will be held Saturday, May 8

th

  

from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, during the annual 

Church’s Craft/Vendor Expo.  A variety of 

three soups: Potato, Broccoli-cheddar & Chicken    

Noodle will be available for take out only, on the day of the 

event.  Soups will be sold by the quart for $7.00 and are   

available for preorder, with pick-up on the day of the craft 

show.  Anyone who would like to volunteer, on May 7 & 8

 

,to 

prepare soup or to preorder soup, may contact Laura Wilson 

at 724-797-3959. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 

died:  WALTER BARCH.  We extend our   

sympathy to his family.  May he rest in peace. 

Liturgies of the Week 

April 24—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Victor Worry—Children, Vic & 

Sharon & Families  

 Sacrament of First Eucharist 

April 25—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am Andy Bury—Wife, Jeannette 

 Sacrament of First Eucharist 

11:00 am (MM) R.J. Sokol— St. Sebastian Parish Staff 

 Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Monday, April 26 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, April 27 

8:00 am Irene Sturgis—Friends, Norma & Evelyn 

Wednesday, April 28—St. Peter Chanel/ 

  St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, April 29—St. Catherine of Siena 

No Mass Today 

Friday, April 30—Pope St. Pius V 

8:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

Saturday, May 1—Vigil 

4:30 pm Charlesa Saksun—Ginger Pollack 

May 2—Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) James Pascoe—Wife, Patti & Family 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
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THIS SPACE IS

735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

The Most 
Recognized Sign in the Valley

William Brahler, IV
Associate Broker
724-255-7645

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Shelby D. Ferguson II & Karlee R. Ferguson, Funeral Directors
Adam S. Ferguson, Intern

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

GENERAL

724-929-5025

DENTISTRYDENTISTRY

EDWARD L. BARRON JR. DMD, PC

PARISHIONER

Implant Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Root Canals • Extractions
Office Hours by Appointment

1730 Rostraver Road • Belle Vernon
A Continuing Care Retirement

Community (CCRC)
Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

& Personal Care Services
www.monvalleycare.com

200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

“The Name You Can Trust”

Honest, Dependable, 
Affordable! 

Garage Doors & Openers 
Retractable Awnings

Residential & Commercial

724-258-6900

www.trinitygaragedoor.com


