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Our Diocese will take up the annual collection for the Catholic 

Communication Campaign (CCC) this weekend. By generously 

supporting this collection, you are helping to make our Church 

more accessible and connected to Catholics in our diocese and 

throughout the world.  

Half of all the proceeds from this collection stay here in the 

Diocese of Greensburg to support our local communications 

efforts, which have helped the faithful stay connected during the 

worldwide health crisis. Donations support evangelization efforts 

including popular and innovative news outlets like the The 

Catholic Accent newspaper and quarterly magazine, The Accent 

Online digital news site, and The Accent On-Air quarterly 

television show, as well as the diocesan website and social media 

platforms, which have helped the Diocese and its parishes reach 

up to 100,000 people in a week.  

The remaining half of the proceeds from the collection support 

communications projects around the world including the island 

of Samar in the Philippines, home to nearly two million people, 

about 90% of whom are Catholic. Many live in remote villages 

outside the reach of television and internet. Instead, radio is a 

critical source of information. 

 

Catholic Relief Services—COVID-19 cases in Nepal 

have been rising since April, jumping from 152 new cases per day 

at the beginning of the month to 4,831 new cases per day by 

April 29 - an uptick of more than 3,000%. Worryingly, the RT-

PCR test positivity rate has increased from 4% to 32% over the 

same time period. In some regions, as many as 90% of tests are 

returning positive. Meanwhile, hospital ICU units are reaching 

capacity. Visit www.crs.org to find out how you can help! 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—May 9, 2021 

Regular Offertory:   $          5,981.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $          1,767.00 

Votives:     $            287.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $              64.00 

Catholic Accent:    $            121.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:   $               1.00 

Ascension:    $             42.00 

Easter:     $             15.00 

Holy Thursday:    $             12.00 

Catholic Communication:   $               4.00 

Good Friday:    $             12.00 

 

Total May 8/9  $  8,306.00 

�

Thank you to our Volunteers�Many thanks to those 

who helped make soup for the Vendor & Craft Show, 130 quarts 

were sold.  And grateful thanks to those who helped and 

supported, in any way, the Vendor fundraiser which netted 

$3,166 profit benefiting St. Sebastian Parish. 

�

Geibel Catholic to hold annual golf outing 

Geibel Catholic Junior-Senior High School will holds its annual 

golf outing Saturday, May 29 at Pleasant Valley Golf Club with 

an 8:00 am shotgun start. Please contact Tiffany Zylka at 724-628

-5600 for more information. 
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Power of Prayer and Love 

   The Church is winding down with the 

Season of Easter and we hear the stories 

about how the early Christians worked 

to continue the message of Jesus.  Over 

the past few weeks we have heard from John about the 

importance of love.  That has to be the key ingredient to whatever 

the church is supposed to grow into.  There are so many ways 

that we need to look at what this “love” is calling us to live.  We 

are reminded in the first reading that every institution, whether 

political or religious needs to have structures that guarantee 

continuity and security.  Families, schools, churches, and clubs all 

have them.  We see how important it was to the apostles to have 

twelve members.  This was an important issue because Jesus had 

promised that the 12 tribes of Israel would be restored and that 

they would rule in God’s kingdom.  Continuity between the old 

and the new is guaranteed. 

   In choosing the successor for Judas, the apostles relied on the 

power of prayer before they made such an important decision.  

Throughout the New Testament we find that the importance of 

prayer was always recognized when any important decision was to 

be made.  As they cast lots they trusted on the power of God’s 

love to guide them in their decisions and choice.  The only thing 

we know about their requirements for this successor was that he 

had to be “one of those who was in our company all the while we 

had the Lord Jesus with us.”  It is interesting to note that very 

little was known about any of the apostles.  The New Testament 

rarely mentions them.  When we think of them we tend to think 

of them as a group rather than individuals.  After their choice the 

idea was that life would go on, and the work of the church could 

continue. 

   In the Gospel we find Jesus praying for the success and well-

being of the future church.  He makes reference to fears, joy, 

unity, happiness and holiness.  This is a heartfelt reminder to us all 

that we do not set off to continue the ministry of Jesus on our 

own and without assistance; we receive the Holy Spirit and thus 

are assured of receiving the blessings for which Jesus prays.  We 

take up Jesus’ ministry and are His risen presence in the world.  

The world for Jesus made reference to anything that was hostile 

to God.  It was surely promised that the disciples would meet 

hostility in the world therefore Jesus prayed that they be “kept 

from the evil one” and share in His joy.  In scripture, joy is that 

special grace that assures that, no matter what happens, a sense of 

God’s presence will never go away.  These were the final words 

from a Man who showed the disciples how to love and how to 

believe that faith in Him will conquer all their troubles and fears. 

   With all of this comfort and support, why then do we still find it 

so difficult to love as we are called to?  Why is love so hard to 

show or even talk about?  First of all love must go out from each 

of us, it must come from within and this takes energy.  When we 

love, we risk things like rejection and pain.  Past experiences with 

love often keep us from loving as we should.  In spite of these 

apprehensions, this is what we are all called upon to do: love one 

another!  We simply cannot love alone.  Love is always 

relationship.  When the handsome Greek youth Narcissus stared 

at, and fell in love with his own image in a reflecting pool of water, 

he died!  Jesus showed us that love is a conviction, a voice, and an 

action.  Know that as Jesus prayed for the disciples, He prays also 

for us.  This prayer feeds us to go out and love as we have been 

called to love, to live as our Baptism strengthens us to live. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website 
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Once again, it seems this year’s 

graduates missed out on many 

things because of Covid 19.  

Since restrictions are slowly 

being lifted, a Mass will be cele-

brated for the 2021 Graduating Class on Sunday, June 

6th at 11:00 a.m.  If you are graduating and would like to 

come to this mass, please RSVP by June 1st at the parish 

or call Darleen at the Faith Formation Office (724-929-

9300). 
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Next week we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the gift of the 

Holy Spirit among us.  As we look at what a treasure this 

is to our church we all open our hearts to share in the 

fullness of what that Spirit is about.  Since the color for the 

Holy Spirit is red, we are asking all of you to wear some-

thing red next week! 
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It seems like forever since we have had servers on the Al-

tar and believe me I have missed you!  With restrictions 

lifting, we are now able to have servers at our Liturgies.   

It will be so good to have you back on the Altar again, and 

you will be giving a tremendous service to all of the people 

in our parish. 

So, having said that, I am asking that you consider coming 

back to Church and serve.  Don’t worry about remember-

ing everything, I will have a few practice sessions. 

If you would like to continue as a server, please give us a 

call at the office and we will make it happen! 
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Beginning June 1, we will be permitted to resume distribu-

tion of communion to the sick and homebound. If you are 

an extraordinary minister to the sick and homebound and 

wish to resume your duties, please call Darleen at the 

Faith Formation Office (724-929-9300). 

Even though some COVID-19  restrictions have eased, 

there are still additional guidelines that must be followed. 

Masks must be worn when entering the home, hand-

washing before and after distribution of communion is a 

must; sanitizing your hands is an acceptable substitution 

of hand-washing.  

Although many of the homebound appreciate your visit 

and would like to engage in further conversation, for now, 

you are only to pray and distribute communion. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 

contact the office. 
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Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

DONALD WILLIAM RAINEY.  We extend our sympathy 

to his family.  May her rest in peace. 

Liturgies of the Week 

May 15—Vigil 

4:30 pm Ralph Niccolai—Marie Tonarelli & Family 

May 16—Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am Irene Sturgis—Sister, Pat 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

Monday, May 17 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, May 18—Pope St. John 1 

8:00 am Apolonia Kolwecki—M/M Robert Chuey 

Wednesday, May 19 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, May 20—St. Bernardine of Siena 

No Mass Today 

Friday, May 21—St. Christopher Magallanes  

      &Companions 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Joseph Barger—Nancy Ivill 

Saturday, May 22—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Don Ondulick—Jeannette Bury 

May 23—Pentecost Sunday 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Jim Kelly—Wife, Maggie Kelly 

 

Liturgical Ministers:       Lectors     Lit. Coordinator 

Saturday, May 22   4:30 pm   C. Gorski             S. Wawro 

Sunday, May 23     9:00 am    M. Shaughnessy   B. Moskovitz 

                          11:00 am     L. Nallo             C. Korber 
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This week’s Candle Ring Flowers are in memory of Jim & 

Irene Mendicino by Rick & Bev.  This week’s Pascal Candle 

Ring Flowers are in memory of the Anna Zoldak by her 

family.  The flowers at the Mary Shrine are in memory of 

Isabella Rhea Herron by Dennis & Jeanne. 
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THIS SPACE IS

735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

The Most 
Recognized Sign in the Valley

William Brahler, IV
Associate Broker
724-255-7645

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

GENERAL

724-929-5025

DENTISTRYDENTISTRY

EDWARD L. BARRON JR. DMD, PC

PARISHIONER

Implant Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Root Canals • Extractions
Office Hours by Appointment

1730 Rostraver Road • Belle Vernon
A Continuing Care Retirement

Community (CCRC)
Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

& Personal Care Services
www.monvalleycare.com

200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

“The Name You Can Trust”

Honest, Dependable, 
Affordable! 

Garage Doors & Openers 
Retractable Awnings

Residential & Commercial

724-258-6900

www.trinitygaragedoor.com


