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Stewardship of Treasure—May 30, 2021 

Regular Offertory:   $          6,787.55 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $            130.00 

Votives:     $            330.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $              70.00 

Catholic Accent:   $            399.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:   $             10.00 

Ascension:    $             10.00 

Catholic Communications:  $             20.00 

 

Total May 29/30  $  7,756.55 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—June 6, 2021 

Regular Offertory:   $          6,582.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $          1,220.00 

Votives:     $            168.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $            313.00 

Catholic Accent:    $            256.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:   $              32.00 

Ascension:    $              25.00 

Catholic Communication:   $              30.00 

 

Total June 5/6  $ 8,626.00 
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I would like to thank Terri Gardner and her committee for 

the wonderful job they did in preparing a Spaghetti Dinner 

fundraiser last Sunday.  With the restrictions being lifted, it 

was nice to have something to come out for.  The food 

was delicious and the turn out was great!  Thanks again to 

all who supported the Spaghetti Dinner.  The event netted 

$1,776 for the benefit of St. Sebastian Parish. 
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The Mystery of Life 

 All of life is a mystery 

and it changes right before our 

very eyes every day without 

our being aware of it.  Today 

we look at the Mystery of God’s presence throughout all 

of history and try to understand how God works. We are 

left with the reality that the Kingdom of God is the 

greatest mystery of all. 

 Our Liturgy of the Word starts out with God 

asserting his sovereignty leaving no doubt about the 

power God has over the earth.  If we let our imagination 

run with the first reading, try to imagine the image of a 

majestic tree which brings shelter for all the birds of 

heaven.  In a land that is arid, this image brings a sense of 

comfort and peace.  Ezekiel is relating to the people of 

Israel a message of hope for restoration in this exiled 

nation.  Ezekiel wants to impress upon the people that 

God will do everything that is promised. 

 Ezekiel’s message of God fulfilling the promise 

with the sheltering of majestic trees aligns itself with the 

parable we find in today’s gospel.  It seems significant that, 

when Jesus wanted to speak of the great mystery of the 

kingdom of God, what he turned to were these same 

every day, taken-for-granted mysteries of growth and 

fruitfulness. So often, the stories Jesus tells are drawn 

from the world of planting, harvesting, shepherding, 

pruning.  It is a wonder how “timeless” these parables 

are.  As the story today of the man scattering the seed 

touched the minds of its first listeners, so too do we get 

the same message, two thousand years later.  Jesus wants 

us to know that like the mysterious growth of new life 

happening without our understanding, so too is the 

Kingdom of God ever growing in our midst.  It is the 

humble, almost unnoticeable beginnings resulting in fruitful 

harvests that get our attention.  To preach the kingdom, 

as Jesus did, always carries with it an element of risk. 

Indeed, in Jesus’ own time it sounded to some – both 

friends and enemies – like a call to action, even a call to 

arms. But this constant referring to the mystery of life 

itself warns against such an action-oriented reading of the 

kingdom. Just like the prophets before him, Jesus urges his 

followers to trust not in their own efforts or plans, but in 

the mystery of God’s powerful, ever-creative love for 

them. The sower still has to prepare the land, and sow 

the seed; but the real work of new life happens in God’s 

secret ways, while the sower sleeps, and gets on with the 

rest of life. 

May  Expenses     Amount 

Maintenance    $      167.86 

Phone     $      300.12 

Electric     $      733.16 

Gas      $      425.36 

Other Utilities    $      201.79 

Misc. Office    $   1,814.25 

Church/Liturgy    $   3,385.88 

Loan Payment    $      930.22 

Payroll     $  23,960.24 

Diocesan Expenses  $    14,705.95 

          (Breakdown) 

Accent                  $   1,097.56 

Ed. Assessment        $   7,017.74 

Dio. Assessment      $   4,068.25 

Insurance                 $   2,451.15 

Other                      $       71.25 

 

Total         $ 46,624.83 
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�Listed below is a break-

down of what our monthly expenses were as opposed 

to the amount of money taken in.  We will be providing 

this to you on a monthly basis. 

Week        Collection 

 

May 2      $      7,730.71 

May 9      $      8,307.00 

May 16    $      8,064.01 

May 23    $      7,221.00 

 

Total     $   31,322.72 

Consider 

Electronic 

Giving. 

 

Call Dan Lisovich, 

724.929.9300. 



RCIA – What is it? 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the usual way 

that adults and children over the age of about 7 are 

brought into full communion with the Catholic Church.  

Although it may seem new, this practice actually dates back 

to the very first days of Christianity, when those who had 

been Jews or pagans became Christian.  The idea was that 

those who wished to join the Christians in this new way of 

life would live and pray with them, and in this way learn to 

be one of them.  This process could go on for several 

years, while the catechumens as they were called, gradually 

became familiar with the ways of praying, celebrating, and 

sharing with the community.  Finally, after the community 

leaders were satisfied that they had sufficiently become 

familiar with this new life in Christ, they were initiated at 

the Easter Vigil, then for the entire Easter Season, until  

Pentecost, they were identified with great celebration by 

wearing their white baptismal garments for the entire 50 

days. 

The ancient way of bringing people into the community 

gradually gave way over the years to a more individualized 

model, whereby those who wished to become Catholic 

were given instruction by a priest or religious; and while 

this was fine in terms of the information they received, it 

really did not give the new person the sense of belonging 

to a community of faith.  Oftentimes, those who joined the 

Church really didn’t get to know others, and as a result, 

the sense of belonging to a group was lost. 

If you think that you might be interested in such a ministry, 

please give me a call in the office. 

�
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We will be collecting every Monday and Wednesday from 

10-12 and 6-8 or by appointments, just follow the signs. 

This year we will not be accepting magazines, college 

books, encyclopedias, dictionaries, or clothing. 

We are in desperate need of volunteers to collect, sort, 

and price.  If you are able to help, please 

contact Bonnie Halinka at 724-322-0355. 

Our Event will be held July 29, 30, 31. 

 

Previously Scheduled Masses 

Some of you may have Masses scheduled on a day when 

Fr. Mike is not here. For those Masses to be fulfilled you 

have two options: We can have the Mass sent elsewhere, 

or you may opt to have the Mass retained in the parish and 

it will be said at a later date. Whether or not we will have 

someone later in the year is unknown at this time. Please 

contact the office and let us know what your preference is 

for the scheduled Mass. These would be Masses scheduled 

on Tuesdays and Fridays. We are not rescheduling Masses 

for this year. 

Liturgies of the Week 

June 12—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Edwin Popelas—Wife, Mary Alice 

June 13—Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Edgar & Mary Delbarre—Gloria Kuhn & 

Family 

Monday, June 14 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, June 15 

8:00 am Mildred Koury—Family 

Wednesday, June 16 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, June 17 

No Mass Today 

Friday, June 18 

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Gene Lancas—Kim & John Bednar 

Saturday, June 19—Vigil 

4:30 pm Intention of All Fathers 

June 20—Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Intention of All Fathers 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

 

Liturgical Ministers:       Lectors     Lit. Coordinator 

Saturday, June 19   4:30 pm    C. Gorski             S. Wawro 

Sunday, June 20     9:00 am    M. Shaughnessy   B. Moskovitz  

                          11:00 am     C. Rhodes           C. Korber 
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Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

Doris Fal and Melba Mitchell.  We extend our 

sympathy to their families.  May they rest in peace. 

ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH    PAGE 2            BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 
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THIS SPACE IS

735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

The Most 
Recognized Sign in the Valley

William Brahler, IV
Associate Broker
724-255-7645

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

GENERAL

724-929-5025

DENTISTRYDENTISTRY

EDWARD L. BARRON JR. DMD, PC

PARISHIONER

Implant Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Root Canals • Extractions
Office Hours by Appointment

1730 Rostraver Road • Belle Vernon
A Continuing Care Retirement

Community (CCRC)
Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

& Personal Care Services
www.monvalleycare.com

200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

“The Name You Can Trust”

Honest, Dependable, 
Affordable! 

Garage Doors & Openers 
Retractable Awnings

Residential & Commercial

724-258-6900

www.trinitygaragedoor.com


