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Fr. Nicholas Vaskov, Pastor�

Fr. Dam Nguyen, Senior Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo, in residence�

Fr. Louis DeNinno, in residence�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor, in residence�

Deacon Gery Pielin�

SAINT PETER CHURCH�

720 Arch Street�

Pittsburgh, PA  15212�

SAINT CYRIL CHURCH�

3854 Brighton Road�

Pittsburgh, PA 15212�
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Christ Our Savior�

Roman Catholic Parish� � Diocese of Pittsburgh�
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Reading I: IS 61:1�2A, 10�11�

December 13, 2020�3rd Sunday of Advent�

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,�

because the LORD has anointed me;�

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the 

poor,�

to heal the brokenhearted,�

to proclaim liberty to the captives�

and release to the prisoners,�

to announce a year of favor from the 

LORD�

and a day of vindication by our God.�

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,�

in my God is the joy of my soul;�

for he has clothed me with a robe of       

salvation�

and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,�

like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,�

like a bride bedecked with her jewels.�

As the earth brings forth its plants,�

and a garden makes its growth spring up,�

so will the Lord GOD make justice and 

praise�

spring up before all the nations.�

��

Reading II: 1 THES 5:16�24�

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.�

In all circumstances give thanks,�

for this is the will of God for you in Christ 

Jesus.�

Do not quench the Spirit.�

Do not despise prophetic utterances.�

Test everything; retain what is good.�

Refrain from every kind of evil.�

May the God of peace make you perfectly 

holy�

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and 

body,�

be preserved blameless for the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.�

The one who calls you is faithful,�

and he will also accomplish it.�

Responsorial Psalm: My soul rejoices in my God.�

Gospel: 1:6�8, 19�28�

A man named John was sent from God.�

He came for testimony, to testify to the 

light,�

so that all might believe through him.�

He was not the light,�

but came to testify to the light.�

And this is the testimony of John.�

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent 

priests�

and Levites to him�

to ask him, “Who are you?”�

He admitted and did not deny it,�

but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”�

So they asked him,�

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?”�

And he said, “I am not.”�

“Are you the Prophet?”�

He answered, “No.”�

So they said to him,�

“Who are you, so we can give an answer to 

those who sent us?�

What do you have to say for yourself?”�

He said:�

“I am�the voice of one crying out in the     

desert,�

‘make straight the way of the Lord,’”�

as Isaiah the prophet said.”�

Some Pharisees were also sent.��

They asked him,�

“Why then do you baptize�

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the 

Prophet?”�

John answered them,�

“I baptize with water;�

but there is one among you whom you do 

not recognize,�

the one who is coming after me,�

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to      

untie.”�

This happened in Bethany across the     

Jordan,�

where John was baptizing.�
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Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth,�of all things   

visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only  

Begotten Son of God,�born of the Father  

before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light,�true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.�For us 

men and for our salvation�he came down 

from Heaven,�and by the Holy Spirit was  

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.�For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 

buried,�and rose again on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures.                  

He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory�to judge the living and the 

dead and His kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life,�who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is adored and glorified,�who has spoken 

through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

Church.�I confess one Baptism for the            

forgiveness of sins�and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead�and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.� �

�

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor of the following intentions:�

St. Cyril Church:  Carol Schreiber (Robert Schreiber)�

For Our Beloved Deceased: 

�

May those who were united with Christ �

in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.�

Eleanor Baker�

Georgianna DePhillips�

 Joseph Cervone�

Charles Rieck�

Margaret Peschka�

Eleanora Grundler�

Joanne Standish�
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From the Desk of Father Nick 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)�

�With these words Saint Paul encourages us to be people who allow joy to 

touch our hearts and who spread joy through our lives of faith and goodness. 

Earlier this year Pope Francis said, “joy is the true mark of a Christian.” This 

joy is being filled with peace as we are certain that Jesus accompanies us. 

Knowing that the Lord is with us we have nothing to be worried and anxious 

about and the joy of God can shine in our hearts.�

This Sunday the Church calls us to rejoice because the Lord is near. In the 

midst of our Advent waiting, we celebrate this Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a 

Latin word that means “rejoice,” is a reminder that we need not worry because 

the Lord does not abandon us. Instead, our hearts should be filled with joy as we wait for the Lord because he 

has come into the world as a man, he continues to come into our hearts to strengthen us, and he will come 

again so that all may be one with him.�

�How, then, do we share our joy in knowing the Lord? How do we allow our joy to be contagious and bring 

others to know the Lord is near? While a wide smile and a hearty laugh are a good start, joy must also be     

expressed through an attitude of hope in our lives. In the midst of suffering and anxiety, our joy is offered 

through encouragement and a hopeful word that God will provide for the needs of all. In the midst of fear and 

despair our joy is offered through our comforting presence and the hope that God always brings peace and 

comfort. In the midst of tears and sorrow our joy is offered through a listening ear and the hope that God will 

change our mourning into dancing by his care.�

�God calls us to be people of joy so that the peace, hope, and goodness that he has poured into our hearts can 

be shared so that those we encounter can know that God dwells with us and that he desires to dwell with 

them, too. May we rejoice in the Lord always and repeat the call to rejoice as we preach God’s word with our 

lives.�

CHRISTMAS MASS SIGN�UP�

Because of the ongoing COVID�19 restrictions and the need for physical distancing, as well as not knowing 

how many people who have not been coming to Mass regularly may choose to do so for Christmas, we are 

asking people to sign�up to attend the Mass of their choice. This will allow us to prepare for overflow Masses, 

if necessary, so that no one is turned away from Mass on Christmas.�

You can sign�up yourself at www.cospgh.org/sign�up or call the parish office and we will register you. 

You will be asked to give your name, your phone number or e�mail address, and the number of people         

attending in your family.�

Not signing�up will not prevent you from attending the Mass time of your choice. However, those who do 

register will be given preference in the church over the overflow location. Please encourage those who plan 

on attending Christmas Mass to sign�up.�

ADVENT CONFESSIONS�

Extra Confession times are being offered during Advent. This week, Confessions will be heard as follows:�

Monday 12/14 � 5:00 � 8:00 p.m. at Saint Boniface�

Tuesday 12/15 � 5:00 � 8:00 p.m. at Saint Cyril�

Wednesday 12/16 � 5:00 � 8:00 p.m. at Saint Peter�

Friday 12/18 � 12:30 p.m. at Saint Peter�

Saturday 12/19 � 9:30 a.m. at Saint Cyril�

�

God bless!�

Fr. Nick�
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Reflection:  Gaudete means rejoice�

�

Mary’s voice of the Magnificat echoing in this week’s                           

Responsorial Psalm captures the joyful spirit of Gaudete     

Sunday. It affirms the value of rejoicing and gives reasons for 

our rejoicing: God has given hope to His people waiting for  

redemption. �

�

“My soul rejoices in God, my savior” is the spontaneous     

expression of Mary who feels so blessed that she cannot contain 

her excitement and happiness. She is loved and chosen by God. She knows and experiences it. Her joy is 

founded in God, her Savior. It is real, genuine and authentic. Her actions, her attitude, perceptions,    

thinking, speaking and her whole being are impacted by “being in love with God.” Joy is much more 

than the absence of suffering; it is the fruit of being loved by God and built upon trust.�

�

Joy even becomes more satisfactory when it can be shared with others. Mary goes in haste to the hill 

country where her pregnant cousin, Elizabeth, jumps for joy when she encounters her. The biggest gift 

God has offered to humanity is to love us.  If we have not experienced God’s love during this Advent, 

we need to reassess ourselves.�

�

Joy is real in God. �

�

How about the pleasure not founded in God but in something else?  Does it last? Is it genuine? Joy can 

be fulfilled when we are happy with each other, not at each other. Genuine long�term joy is founded in 

God in which no one is left out or behind or no one is victimized; captives released, the poor restored 

with good tidings, and the hopeless empowered with hope as the Prophet Isaiah has called forth. Joy can 

easily be superficial or temporary if it is anchored on a selfish shallow foundation.  �

�

“Christ Our Savior Parish” is the name of our faith community, isn’t it? But bluntly, is Christ our Savior 

or something/someone else?  Have we, the members of this parish, found joy in Christ Our Savior?  Has 

this joy permeated our parish actions, mission, dream, plans and other activities?�

�

St. Paul’s letter reminds the Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!" 

One of the  major obstacles to witness effectively the good news is the lack of genuine joy. Without 

being joyful, we cannot convince people to know and love God, can we?  The more we are able to     

experience God’s love, the more loving we become. And in turn, the more positive and joyful in 

Christ we become. �

To prepare for God’s coming, Mary simply invites us to be joyful in God, our Savior.  �

Fr. Dam D. Nguyen�

Help Needed to Decorate�

 Help is needed to decorate Saint Boniface Church on Sunday, December 20, at 

1:00 p.m. If you have any free time to spare, please consider lending a helping 

hand to decorate for the �

Christmas Season. Thank you!�
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Scripture Study in Preparation for Christmas�

Sunday, November 22, 2020 to Sunday, December 20, 2020�

Five Weeks of Reflection With Father DiNardo �

�

Scripture Study Class each Sunday with Father DiNardo following the 9:00 AM Mass at 

Saint Boniface will resume beginning November 22, 2020 to December 20, 2020 in the 

Church or via Zoom at 10:00 AM. The focus of the Advent Scripture Class will be the    

Infancy Narratives found in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). Please log 

on to the parish website, www.cospgh.org, to attend the Scripture Study Class via 

Zoom. All are welcome to attend!�

ADVENT PRAYER TREE�

� Advent calls us to be more prayerful as we await the coming of EMMANUEL (God with Us). 

Christ Our Savior Parish will have the ADVENT PRAYER TREE at all three sites.�We invite you 

to write your� prayers, petitions on the tags provided and place them on the prayer tree throughout 

the season of Advent.�The weekend Masses will include a General Intercession for all the intentions 

you have placed on the prayer tree.�

 

WANT TO TALK TO SANTA THIS YEAR? 

DECEMBER 20 STARTING AT 2PM,  

RSVP WITH MONICA 412-613-3107 OR                                                        

MONICAMILSOP@YAHOO.COM 

WHEN YOU RSVP PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR CHILDS NAME, 

&USERNAME SO WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ARRIVED IN THE 

WAITING ROOM & EMAIL ADDRESS & YOU’LL RECEIVE AN EMAIL 

& A TIME SLOT OF A FEW MINUTES TO CHAT WITH SANTA.  

THIS IS A FREE EVENT 

Christmas Cookie Bakers Needed!�

Our parish plans another dinner delivery to our senior this Christmas Eve! 

We hope to include homemade Christmas cookies as the dessert! So, if you 

like to bake, we’d love your donations for this meal! We will have drop�off 

tables in the churches next weekend 

(December 19�20) � but we can also make other 

arrangements to pick�up cookies if you are not 

able to make it to Mass. If you have questions or 

need cookies picked up, please contact Mary Swindal, Pastoral Associate,                     

412�761�1552 or mswindal@gmail.com, and we will make it work! We also ask 

that the cookies be nut�free due to potential allergies, etc. Thank you to every-

one who is able to help�and regardless, thank you for your prayer for this effort!�
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Mass Schedule for the Week of  December 13, 2020�

Date�

Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, December 13�

Is 40:1�5, 9�11�

2 Pt 3:8�14�

Mk 1:1�8�

�

�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

John Pavlasky� Family�

9:00 a.m.�

St. Boniface�

Linda Ladesic�

Bob & Eleanor Ladesic�

10:30 a.m.�

St. Peter�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

11:00 a.m.�

St. Cyril�

Stan Marciniak, Birthday� Family�

2:30 p.m.� St. Cyril�

Vietnamese Mass� Vietnamese Mass�

Monday, December 14�

Memorial of St. John of the Cross, 

Priest & Doctor of the Church�

Nm 24:2�4, 15�17a/Mt 21:23�27�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Joseph Merry�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Fr. Benjamin Walker, OSB�

Tuesday, December 15�

Zep 3:1�2, 9�13/Mt 21:28�32�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Rose Gizzo� Jean & Bruno Graziano�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Poor Souls�

Wednesday, December 16�

Is 45:6c�8, 18, 21c�25�

Lk 7:18b�23�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Joseph Merry�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Donald Slish� Vince Ornato�

Thursday, December 17�

Gn 49:2, 8�10/Mt 1:1�17�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Joseph Merry�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Patricia Lewandowski� Vincent Lewandoski�

Friday, December 18�

Jer 23:5�8/Mt 1:18�25�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Mary Ann McNeirney�

NCAA Faculty & Staff�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

James Harding � Wife & Children�

Saturday, December 19�

Jgs 13:2�7, 24�25a//Lk 1:5�25�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Joanne Standish�

Sunday, December 20�

2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16�

Rom 16:25�27�

Lk 1:26�38�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril� Ray Kemmler� Arlene & Family�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface�

Robert Ehrenberger� Wife & Children�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

Living & Deceased Members 

of St. Mary’s Lyceum�

St. Mary’s Lyceum�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Christine Feeser�

Ron, Donna, & Bryan 

Kramer�
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Business Manager ��

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records � Patricia Harding�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Youth Ministry ��

      Joann Giuffre �youth@cospgh.org�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for 

information of the requirements, conditions and 

options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents 

can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least 

six months in advance of the wedding date. Please 

contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to 

those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to 

sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation 

to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental 

sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a 

registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Thank you for your generosity! 

�

We welcome those 

who are interested 

in joining our       

parish family. We 

invite new         

members to                

complete a                     

registration form, 

which can be submitted online 

through our website. �

�

www.cospgh.org.�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update�December 6, 2020�

Offertory�$10,417.00�

Youth Ministry�$105.00�

School Support�$215.00�

Parish Share�$1,336.00�

Vo"ves�$306.00�

Building Fund�$205.00�

Social Services�$637.00�

Religious Re
rement�$240.00�

Holy Days�$505.00�

Flowers�$944.00�

Christmas�$365.00�

Christmas Chari"es�$185.00�

�

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Mary Kushik�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Mary Ann Turkovich�

Council Members�
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Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and    

welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy! 

We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two 

or three days a week. Our preschool through 8

th

 grade boasts small class sizes � our largest 

class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he 

or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the 

Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the       

Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low       

tuition � $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial 

aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043 or email                         

rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski�

� kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay�

� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to 

help work in our Afterschool Program.�

The paid position is Monday � Friday 2:30 � 6:00. Applicant must 

have all diocesan clearances.  �

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at 

412�761�5043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Despite the many changes that COVID�19 has presented 

over the past year, the students at Northside Catholic          

Assumption Academy are still going to spread some          

Christmas cheer by holding a virtual Christmas concert. 

Each grade has been hard at work since the beginning of 

November by practicing a Christmas song during their                

music classes. There are many styles of performances being 

prepared, including adding dance moves while singing, using American Sign Language, and 

even playing chairs like drums! From classic Christmas songs like "Joy to the World" to more 

modern, original tunes like "Hip Hop Reindeer," the students will be celebrating Christmas 

(and the end of this challenging year) on bright, joyous note! For more information on our 

three year old preschool through 8

th

 grade, give us a call at 412�761�5043.� �

Happy Advent!�
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner


