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Fr. Nicholas Vaskov, Pastor�

Fr. Dam Nguyen, Senior Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo, in residence�

Fr. Louis DeNinno, in residence�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor, in residence�

Deacon Gery Pielin�

SAINT PETER CHURCH�

720 Arch Street�

Pittsburgh, PA  15212�

SAINT CYRIL CHURCH�

3854 Brighton Road�

Pittsburgh, PA 15212�
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Christ Our Savior�

Roman Catholic Parish� � Diocese of Pittsburgh�
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Reading I: Isaiah 55:1�11 (Please note: Today’s alterna�ve readings may differ from print.)�

January 10, 2021�Bap�sm of the Lord�

Thus says the LORD:�

All you who are thirsty,�

come to the water!�

You who have no money,�

come, receive grain and eat;�

come, without paying and without cost,�

drink wine and milk!�

Why spend your money for what is not 

bread,�

your wages for what fails to satisfy?�

Heed me, and you shall eat well,�

you shall delight in rich fare.�

Come to me heedfully,�

listen, that you may have life.�

I will renew with you the everlasting       

covenant,�

the benefits assured to David.�

As I made him a witness to the peoples,�

a leader and commander of nations,�

so shall you summon a nation you knew 

not,�

and nations that knew you not shall run to 

you,�

because of the LORD, your God,�

the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified 

you.�

Seek the LORD while he may be found,�

call him while he is near.�

Let the scoundrel forsake his way,�

and the wicked man his thoughts;�

let him turn to the LORD for mercy;�

to our God, who is generous in forgiving.�

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,�

nor are your ways my ways, says the 

LORD.�

As high as the heavens are above the 

earth��

so high are my ways above your ways�

and my thoughts above your thoughts.�

For just as from the heavens�

the rain and snow come down�

and do not return there�

till they have watered the earth,�

making it fertile and fruitful,�

giving seed to the one who sows�

and bread to the one who eats,�

so shall my word be�

that goes forth from my mouth;�

my word shall not return to me void,�

but shall do my will,�

achieving the end for which I sent it.�

Beloved:�

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is begotten by God,�

and everyone who loves the Father�

loves also the one begotten by him.�

In this way we know that we love the                

children of God�

when we love God and obey his                          

commandments.�

For the love of God is this,�

that we keep his commandments.�

And his commandments are not                       

burdensome,�

for whoever is begotten by God conquers 

the world.�

And the victory that conquers the world is 

our faith.�

Who indeed is the victor over the world�

but the one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God?�

This is the one who came through water 

and blood, Jesus Christ,�

not by water alone, but by water and blood.�

The Spirit is the one who testifies,�

and the Spirit is truth.�

So there are three that testify,�

the Spirit, the water, and the blood,�

and the three are of one accord.�

If we accept human testimony,�

the testimony of God is surely greater.�

Now the testimony of God is this,�

that he has testified on behalf of his Son.�

Reading II: 1 John 5:1�9�

Responsorial Psalm: You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.�
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This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:��

“One mightier than I is coming after me.�

I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 

thongs of his sandals.�

I have baptized you with water;��

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”�

It happened in those days that Jesus came 

from Nazareth of Galilee��

and was baptized in the Jordan by John.�

On coming up out of the water he saw the 

heavens being torn open��

and the Spirit, like a dove, descending     

upon him.�

And a voice came from the heavens,��

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am 

well pleased.”�

Gospel: Mark 1:7�11�

Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth,�of all things  

visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only  

Begotten Son of God,�born of the Father    

before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light,�true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.�For us 

men and for our salvation�he came down 

from Heaven,�and by the Holy Spirit was  

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.�For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 

buried,�and rose again on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures.                  

He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory�to judge the living and the 

dead and His kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life,�who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is adored and glorified,�who has spoken 

through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

Church.�I confess one Baptism for the            

forgiveness of sins�and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead�and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.� �

�

Prayer to Saint Michael  the Archangel 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in  battle. Be our 

protection against the wickedness and snares of the     

devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast    

into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor of the following intentions:�

St. Cyril Church: Veronica & Albert Markovich�

Sanctuary candles are available in all three churches. Please call the parish office for more information.�
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From the Desk of Father Nick 

Since before we rang in the new year of 2021, I’ve had a song stuck in my head. It’s called 

“1921” and it’s from The Who’s 1969 rock opera “Tommy.” While the musical is pretty strange 

overall, this particular song has lyrics that I find quite hopeful and thoughtful as we begin this 

new year. The lyrics state:�

� I've got a feeling twenty�one�

is going to be a good year.�

Especially if you and me�

see it in together.�

I don’t think The Who had a religious context in mind when writing these words, nor could they 

ever have imagined that in the year 2021 people throughout the world would be looking for a   

reason to hope and a fresh start after a challenging year gone by. Nonetheless, the lyrics provide 

for us some inspiration as we set out to make the most of the next 51 or so weeks.�

First, as we read the words, “I’ve got a feeling twenty�one is going to be a good year,” we are  

reminded that an optimistic attitude goes a long way. It doesn’t mean that we are naïve to the            

difficulties that we may face, nor does it mean that we always see the glass as half full or look 

through rose�colored glasses. An optimistic outlook, however, does lighten our minds and hearts 

and assists us as we trust in God and his will for us. With optimism we are more often than not 

hopeful that God is in control and that he will lead us forward in life and closer to him in love.�

Second, the words, “especially if you and me see it in together,” are a reminder of the importance 

of the support of a community in helping to make our life’s journey fruitful. One thing the year 

gone by has consistently reminded us is that we live not only for ourselves and our own                  

well�being, but for the well�being of those around us, both neighbor and stranger alike. This helps 

to give purpose to our actions as we work to build up the Body of Christ in the Church.�

And this community of faith doesn’t solely exist among our brothers and sisters, but together with 

Christ our Lord, as well. We come to realize that we can do nothing without Jesus and together 

with him all things are possible. As we celebrate Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan this weekend, we 

reflect upon the fact that our own baptism gives us a share in his life so that we never walk our 

journey alone. With this knowledge, I have a feeling that 2021 is going to be a very good year as 

you and I, together with Christ our Lord, encounter the joys and challenges of life and grow in 

faith and trust each day.�

God bless!�

Fr. Nick 
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Angel Tree Gra�tude� �

Thank you to everyone who participated in our     

Angel Giving Tree this year.�We distributed over 

300 gifts donated by our parishioners!�We know 

times are particularly�tough this year, so this          

outpouring of generosity and care for others was a 

needed witness of God's love.�May God                

continue to be with�our parish, and here's to a                

hope�filled 2021.�

�

Because of the early bulletin deadlines around the Christmas and New Year’s holidays this is the first 

opportunity we have to thank the many volunteers who assisted in delivering nearly 250 Christmas 

dinners to the seniors and needy in our community on Christmas Eve morning. Headed up by our                 

Pastoral Associate, Mary Swindal, the crew of cooks, packers, and drivers prepared a ham dinner 

with sides, desserts, and other treats to last for a few days of Christmas cheer. A big thank you to all 

who donated their time, homemade cookies, and other gifts to make this dinner such a success. While 

the meals were certainly a welcome gift, many of those who received also commented how much 

they appreciate the outreach and (albeit brief) social interaction during what might otherwise be a 

lonely time, especially because of the pandemic. We look forward to offering more meals like this as 

a service to our community, especially our wonderful seniors. God bless them and all who work so 

hard to serve them! �
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Reflection:  �

The Baptism of the Lord�

“You are my beloved son. In whom I am well pleased.” Jesus 

is formally and publicly declared the beloved Son of God after 

His baptism. Jesus knows it and becomes empowered by it. 

Can we the baptized hear it, see it and experience it? �

The Baptism of the Lord inaugurates not only the joy of      

God�become�man, but also the human dignity that God has                         

bestowed on all the baptized and humanity. Though we                 

humans are fragile and prone to  mistakes, we are so lovable 

and valuable that even God becomes human. His name is 

Emmanuel which means God is with us.  �

A quick review of our recent Christmas celebrations attests to 

these realities:�

First, Jesus accepts birth into human families to sanctify our 

homes. Then, Mary is not just the mother of Jesus, the carrier of the covenant�ark, but also the 

Mother of God. On the feast of Epiphany, all mankind, the Jews and the gentiles, Catholics and      

others, are universally and inclusively embraced and lavishly showered with God’s love. No one is 

left out or behind. The more we reflect on the liturgical celebrations, the more we recognize that         

humans are gradually elevated.  �

The baptism of the Lord is the highest expression of God’s love for mankind. In it, God the Father 

reaffirmed to Jesus and the public that, “You are My beloved son. In whom I am well pleased.”�

Years ago, St. Athanasius observed: "The Son of God became man so that we might become God." 

In other words, God becomes human so that humans can become divine.  �

We humans will never become God. If it were, it would be idolatrous or blasphemous. Yet we are 

much more than purely human. We are the members of God’s family by which all the baptized men 

and women are dignified as His sons and daughters. Baptism is much more than a ritual purifying 

our original sin or its impact. It is the reaffirmation of human�divine relationship by which, as Jesus 

was affectionately proclaimed the Son of God. So, too, are we baptized men and women, sons and 

daughters of God. �

Jesus is sinless and does not need to be baptized.  Yet, through His baptism we are invited to              

experience with Him life and love in God’s family. The feast invites us to hear with our own ears and 

experience in our own lives that we are specially chosen sons and daughters of God.       �

                   �

Fr. Dam D. Nguyen�
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Mass Schedule for the Week of  January 10, 2021�

Date� Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, January 10�

The Baptism of the Lord�

Is 55:1�11/1 Jn 5:1�9/�

Mk 1:7�11�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Rose Gizzo� The Hamas Family�

9:00 a.m.�

St. Boniface�

Bernice Strahler� Alex & Carol Leonard�

10:30 a.m.�

St. Peter�

James McClelland� Wife & Children�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Renee Rodrigues� Family�

Monday, January 11�

Heb 1:1�6/Mk 1:14�20�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

John & Mary D’Andrea� Dina�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Tuesday, January 12�

Heb 2:5�12/Mk 1:21�28�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Wanda Chovanec�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Ruth Hardesty�

Wednesday, January 13�

St. Hillary, Bishop & Doctor of the 

Church�

Heb 2:14�18/Mk 1:29�39�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Dan & Teddy Kennelly� Kerry, Terri, & Cyndi�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Maryann Stowitzky�

Thursday, January 14�

Heb 3:7�14/Mk 1:40�45�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

John Shields� Wife, Lois�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Maryann Stowitzky�

Friday, January 15�

Heb 4:1�5, 11/Mk 2:1�12�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

James W. Brink, Brother� The Brink Family�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Jenny Defliese� K.J.�

Saturday, January 16�

Heb 4:12�16/Mk 2:13�17�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Ruth Hardesty�

Sunday, January 17�

1 Sm 3:3b�10,19�

1 Cor 6:13c�15a, 17�20�

Jn 1:35�42�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Colleen Pietrusinski (Kelly)� Patty & Gary Miller�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface� Charles & Jeffrey Skalos� Skalos Family�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Edmund Christopher� Wife, Elaine & Children�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

2021 Masses are available for intentions at all three Christ Our Savior     

Parish churches. Intentions can be scheduled by calling the parish office 

or dropping a note in the collection basket. Please include date(s), name 

for intention, and “requested by” name and phone number. �

The stipend for one Mass is $10. Please make all checks payable to               

Christ Our Savior Parish.�

For Our Beloved Deceased: 

�

Rose Boylan�

Thomas Cooper�

Evelyn Snyder�

Maryann Stowitzky�

May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.�
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A special message from St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul School for 

Hearing and Speech:�

�

A new year is upon us and we are so grateful to have the opportunity to share a bit about our 

programs and to work together once again. This weekend has been designated for the                

special collection to benefit St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul School for Hearing 

and Speech.  On behalf of our students and staff, we can’t thank you enough for supporting 

these invaluable programs that benefit many members of our Diocese. �

�

St. Anthony’s and DePaul both fill a necessary role for special education within the Diocese of 

Pittsburgh. St. Anthony School Programs offer an inclusive education to children ages 5�21 

years with special needs and DePaul School for Hearing and Speech teaches children, birth to 

14 years, who are deaf or hard of hearing to listen, speak, and learn. Both programs empower 

students to become active and contributing members of their respective communities.�

�

Any help you can give is deeply appreciated and makes a tremendous impact on the students 

we serve, as well as their families. Our fundraising efforts have been greatly impacted by the 

pandemic, so again, any support you are able to give means so much. Thank you for your time 

and God bless. �

�
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Business Manager ��

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records � Patricia Harding�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for 

information of the requirements, conditions and 

options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents 

can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least 

six months in advance of the wedding date. Please 

contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to 

those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to 

sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation 

to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental 

sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a 

registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update�

Christmas & December 27, 2020 �

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Mary Kushik�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Jeanine Ayers�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Mary Ann Turkovich�

Council Members�

Thank you for your generosity! 

Offertory�$6,977.50�

Parish Share�$5,340.00�

Building Fund�$354.00�

Flowers�$60.00�

Christmas�$7,668.00�

Votives�$418.00�

School Support�$87.00�

Religious Retirement�$25.00�

Christmas Charities�$1,465.00�

Youth Ministry�$5.00�

Social Services�$45.00�

Solemnity of Mary�$270.00�

Stewardship Update�

Solemnity of Mary & January 3, 2021�

Offertory�$11,327.50� �

Parish Share�$1,045.00�

Building Fund�$273.00�

Flowers�$20.00�

Christmas�$1,380.00�

Votives�$194.00�

School Support�$196.00�

Religious Retirement�$30.00�

Christmas Charities�$330.00�

Youth Ministry�$10.00�

Social Services�$55.00�

Solemnity of Mary�$1,739.00�

�
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Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and    

welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy! 

We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two 

or three days a week. Our preschool through 8

th

 grade boasts small class sizes � our largest 

class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he 

or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the 

Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the       

Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low       

tuition � $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial 

aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043 or email                         

rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski�

� kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay�

� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to 

help work in our Afterschool Program.�

The paid position is Monday � Friday 2:30 � 6:00. Applicant must 

have all diocesan clearances.  �

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at 

412�761�5043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Before we went on our holiday break, fourth grade�at Northside Catholic Assumption                  

Academy�finished their first research project. 

Students researched one of the states, and they 

wrote detailed reports on their states. As we                 

return from break, fourth grade will begin their 

next writing project, an opinion writing. We will 

also be starting multi�digit by multi�digit                       

multiplication and soon long division. Other 

units of study will be weather in science, Colonial Pennsylvania in social studies, and the Ten                    

Commandments in religion class. We are very busy! For more information on our school, 

please give us a call at 412�761�5043.�� �
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner


