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Fr. Nicholas Vaskov, Pastor�

Fr. Dam Nguyen, Senior Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo, in residence�

Fr. Louis DeNinno, in residence�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor, in residence�

Deacon Gery Pielin�

SAINT PETER CHURCH�
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Christ Our Savior�

Roman Catholic Parish� � Diocese of Pittsburgh�
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Reading I: 1 Sm 3:3b�10, 19�

January 17, 2021�2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the 

LORD�

where the ark of God was.�

The LORD called to Samuel, who                     

answered, “Here I am.”�

Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here I 

am. �You called me.”�

“I did not call you, “ �Eli said. �“Go back 

to sleep.”�

So he went back to sleep.�

Again the LORD called Samuel, who rose 

and went to Eli.�

“Here I am, “ he said. �“You called me.”�

But Eli answered, “I did not call you, my 

son. �Go back to sleep.”�

At that time Samuel was not familiar with 

the LORD,�

because the LORD had not revealed                

anything to him as yet.�

The LORD called Samuel again, for the 

third time.�

Getting up and going to Eli, he said, 

“Here I am. �You called me.”�

Then Eli understood that the LORD was 

calling the youth.�

So he said to Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if 

you are called, reply,�

Speak, LORD, for your servant is               

listening.”�

When Samuel went to sleep in his place,�

the LORD came and revealed his                   

presence,�

calling out as before, “Samuel, Samuel!”�

Samuel answered, “Speak, for your              

servant is listening.”�

Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with 

him,�

not permitting any word of his to be             

without effect.�

Brothers and sisters:�

The body is not for immorality, but for the 

Lord,�

and the Lord is for the body;�

God raised the Lord and will also raise us 

by his power.�

Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ?�

But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes 

one Spirit with him.�

Avoid immorality.�

Every other sin a person commits is       

outside the body,�

but the immoral person sins against his 

own body.�

Do you not know that your body�

is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,�

whom you have from God, and that you 

are not your own?�

For you have been purchased at a price.�

Therefore glorify God in your body.��

Reading II: 1 Cor 6:13c�15a, 17�20�

Responsorial Psalm: Here I am Lord; I come to do Your will.�

Gospel: Jn 1:35�42�

John was standing with two of his disciples,�

and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said,�

“Behold, the Lamb of God.”�

The two disciples heard what he said and 

followed Jesus.�

Jesus turned and saw them following him 

and said to them,�

“What are you looking for?”�

They said to him, “Rabbi” � which                  

translated means Teacher �,�

“where are you staying?”�

He said to them, “Come, and you will see.”�

So they went and saw where Jesus was      

staying, �



�

and they stayed with him that day.�

It was about four in the afternoon.�

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,�

was one of the two who heard John and fol-

lowed Jesus.�

He first found his own brother Simon and 

told him,�

“We have found the Messiah” � which is 

translated Christ �.�

Then he brought him to Jesus.�

Jesus looked at him and said,�

“You are Simon the son of John;�

you will be called Cephas” � which is 

translated Peter. �

Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth,�of all things  

visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only  

Begotten Son of God,�born of the Father    

before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light,�true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.�For us 

men and for our salvation�he came down 

from Heaven,�and by the Holy Spirit was  

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.�For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 

buried,�and rose again on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures.                  

He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory�to judge the living and the 

dead and His kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life,�who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is adored and glorified,�who has spoken 

through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

Church.�I confess one Baptism for the            

forgiveness of sins�and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead�and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.� �

�

Prayer to Saint Michael  the Archangel 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in  battle. Be our 

protection against the wickedness and snares of the     

devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast    

into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor of the following intentions:�

St. Cyril Church: In Memory of Nick & Ed Parrendo�

St. Peter Church: Dennis Guthrie�

Sanctuary candles are available in all three churches. Please call the parish office for more information.�

For Our Beloved Deceased: 

�

May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.�

Martha Wilson� Kelsea Sing�Dhawan� Thomas Bulger�



�

From the Desk of Father Nick 

This week’s scripture readings provide a perfect opportunity to reflect upon the idea of vocation, especially as 

it relates to faith and our life with God. Vocation is the call of God in our lives to be with him as beloved  

children and to fulfill his will for our lives. A vocation is as real in our lives as it has been for all those who 

have encountered God throughout the course of salvation history. In the first reading, the Lord calls out to 

Samuel while he was sleeping in the temple. Samuel, who is unfamiliar with the Lord, goes running to Eli, 

the high priest, thinking it is Eli who is calling him. Once Eli realizes that it is God who is calling Samuel, 

Samuel enthusiastically responds to the call of God. In the Gospel, Jesus encounters some disciples of John 

the Baptist and invites them to follow him. They had heard from John the Baptist that one who is greater 

would be coming and they trust that Jesus is the one. These followers become his first disciples and some of 

his closest collaborators.�

Vocation is important for us as Christians for a number of reasons. First, vocation is the way by which we  

ensure our service of others. God is love, and his will for us is to love him above all and our neighbor as our 

self. Yet our vocation is the particular way in which God desires us to live out this golden rule. However, that 

is � single, married, religious, priest � it always seeks the good for God, for the other, for the Church and for 

all. Of course, this requires that we encounter the Lord frequently in the sacraments and in prayer so that we 

recognize his voice. It also requires, like Samuel and those first disciples, that we respond to the Lord’s                   

invitation with enthusiasm. More than anything this requires the trust that what God wants for us is good, no 

matter how challenging or uncharacteristic the request might seem. It can be hard to put our will and desires 

aside, but God’s will for us is the way to salvation.�

Vocation is also the way by which the service of our needs is ensured. If we are listening both for God’s              

desires of us and for the needs of others, we trust that others are doing the same. In fact, we see this in the 

world around us every day. If we are hungry, someone is there to feed us. If we are sick, someone is there to 

care for us and heal us. If we are in sorrow, someone is there to comfort us. If we feel far from God, someone 

is there to reconcile us and shepherd us. Vocation truly is a two�way street. On the one hand, God speaks to 

us and we respond to fulfill his will. On the other hand, we seek to live out the purpose that God has given to 

our lives for his good and the good others, and others are doing the same so that our needs can be met.�

And while our vocations are important for a truly vibrant world, some vocations are extremely important for 

the Church, and we should pray that they are strong and increase. Marriage unites husbands and wives in love 

and sets families forth into the world to teach us how to love each other in good and bad times alike.                     

Religious men and women promise to live after the example of Jesus in poverty, chastity, and obedience, and 

spend their lives in prayer and good works to sanctify others and the world. Priests allow us to encounter           

Jesus in the sacraments and are our spiritual fathers who encourage us as they lead us ever closer to God. 

Please pray for happy and holy vocations in the Church so that the good work of God in the world and in our 

midst will never cease.�

�

God bless!�

Fr. Nick�
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 Scripture Reflec�on:      Voca�ons�

“Here Am I Lord, I come to do Your will!”  Psalm 40 not 

only spells out the readiness and willingness of the one 

who is called by God, but also the dynamic                             

understanding and commitment about vocation.  �

Vocation means a call, initiated by God and prompting 

the listeners to respond. Without listening attentively, 

hearers can easily be misled and confused; especially 

In the midst of noisy distractions and overwhelmingly 

busyness, to identify the real call from God can be 

quite challenging.�

The young man, Samuel, gets intrigued when he hears his name called three times during the night. 

Each time, he wakes up and asks his mentor, Eli, if he has called him. Eli listens to and assures him 

that he had not. That being said, Samuel calms down, goes to bed and recognizes the voice of God 

in the third time. One wonders if Samuel can recognize God’s voice without Eli.�

The same happens to John the Baptist who, while standing with his two students and seeing Jesus 

walking by, introduces them to Jesus. They hear him and follow Jesus. Later, it is Andrew who tells 

Peter, his brother, that Jesus is the Christ that Peter comes to know Jesus and follows Him.�

Though God launches the call, its recipients need prayers, help, feedback and encouragement from 

many good people to facilitate and authenticate God’s call.  Many of us can be good enablers and 

mentors in these discerning procedures. Parents, teachers, friends, family members and colleagues, 

all are valuable and important for our vocation discernment. �

As Samuel is in need of Eli and as the two disciples are in need of John, so we are in need of each 

other to discern our call and make good decisions about vocation. In this process, we need to be 

honest with God and ourselves. Whether we are living single lives or inclined to religious                                 

consecrated lives, ordained clergy as a deacon or priest, or married lives as husband or wife our                    

vocation becomes authentic and genuine when we take time to pray over, to study and to consult 

with good people. Once the vocation is carefully discerned and honestly determined, God’s grace 

and courage are needed to follow it. Peace and joy in our hearts will be the fruits for those who listen 

to and respond to God’s call.�

As a priest, I thank God for His call. Yet, I cannot imagine being a parish priest without parishioners.  

I do not know if I mean anything to you or not, but you mean a lot to me.�

Fr. Dam Nguyen�
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A new year is upon us and we are so grateful to have the                             

opportunity to share a bit about our programs and to work                 

together once again. This weekend has been designated for the                   

special collection to benefit St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul 

School for Hearing and Speech.  On behalf of our students and staff, 

we can’t thank you enough for supporting these invaluable                

programs that benefit many members of our Diocese.  

 

St. Anthony’s and DePaul both fill a necessary role for special               

education within the Diocese of Pittsburgh. St. Anthony School 

Programs offer an inclusive education to children ages                    

5-21 years with special needs and DePaul School for Hearing and 

Speech teaches children, birth to 14 years, who are deaf or hard of 

hearing to listen, speak, and learn. Both programs empower              

students to become active and contributing members of their        

respective communities. 

 

Any help you can give is deeply appreciated and makes a                         

tremendous impact on the students we serve, as well as their 

families. Our fundraising efforts have been greatly impacted by the 

pandemic, so again, any support you are able to give means so 

much. Thank you for your time and God bless.  
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Pregnant?  Talk to someone 24/7�

1�800�712 HELP (4357) �

or text “HELPLINE TO 313131. �

For free help near you,�

www.OPTIONLINE.org �

Christ Our Savior Parish is proud to par�cipate in the 40 Days for Life campaign this Lent. 

We will witness to respect for all life every Saturday from 1:00pm � 3:00pm between               

February 17th and March 28th.�
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Mass Schedule for the Week of  January 17, 2021�

Date� Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, January 17�

1 Sm 3:3b�10,19�

1 Cor 6:13c�15a, 17�20�

Jn 1:35�42�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril� Colleen Pietrusinski (Kelly)�

Patty & Gary Miller�

9:00 a.m.�

St. Boniface�

Charles & Jeffrey Skalos� Skalos Family�

10:30 a.m.�

St. Peter�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

11:00 a.m.�

St. Cyril�

Edmund Christopher� Wife, Elaine & Children�

Monday, January 18�

Heb 5:1�10/Mk 2:18�22�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Tom Shaughnessy� Peter & Joan Bellisario�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Maryann Stowitzky�

Tuesday, January 19�

Heb 6:10�20/Mk 2:23�28�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Kelsea Singh�Dhawan�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Thomas & Magdalen Benner� Benner Family�

Wednesday, January 20�

St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr�

St. Sebastian, Martyr�

Heb 7:1�3, 15�17/Mk 3:1�6�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Maryann Stowitzky� Josie McClelland�

Thursday, January 21�

St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr�

Heb 7:25�8:6/Mk 3:7�12�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Martha Wilson�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Poor Souls in Purgatory�

Friday, January 22�

Day of Prayer for the Legal  

Protection of Unborn Children�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Evelyn Snyder�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Maryann Stowitzky�

Saturday, January 23�

Heb 9:2�3, 11�14/Mk 3:20�21�

St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Rose Boylan�

Sunday, January 24�

Jon 3:1�5, 10/1 Cor 7:29�31�

Mk 1:14�20�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Dale Pappert� Karyn Pappert�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface�

Helen Harame� Lou & Dorothy Flore�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter� Dennis Guthrie� Maria Guthrie�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Ruth Hardesty� Linda Burke�

Thomas Bulger�

2021 Masses are available for intentions at all three Christ Our Savior Parish 

churches. Intentions can be scheduled by calling the parish office or dropping 

a note in the collection basket. Please include date(s), name for intention, and 

“requested by” name and phone number. �

The stipend for one Mass is $10. Please make all checks payable to               

Christ Our Savior Parish.�

According to the many legends surrounding Sebastian, he was born in 

Gaul and raised in Milan. Though a Christian, he joined the imperial        

army at Rome about 283. He made converts of officials and jailers,             

effected cures and urged Christian prisoners to stay strong in their faith. 

He was named captain of the praetorian guards, but the emperor, upon 

finding out that he was a Christian, ordered his execution. Shot with      

arrows and left for dead, Sebastian survived and was nursed back to life. 

Later, he denounced the emperor for his cruelty to Christians, and the 

emperor had him beaten to death. A favorite subject of Renaissance                 

artists, Sebastian is the patron saint of archers, soldiers and athletes. �

Saint Sebastian DIED C. 288 FEAST DAY: JANUARY 20 �
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Business Manager ��

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records � Patricia Harding�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for 

information of the requirements, conditions and 

options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents 

can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least 

six months in advance of the wedding date. Please 

contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to 

those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to 

sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation 

to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental 

sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a 

registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update�

January 10, 2021�

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Mary Kushik�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Jeanine Ayers�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Mary Ann Turkovich�

Council Members�

Thank you for your generosity! 

Offertory�$12,373.00�

Parish Share�$2,639.00�

Building Fund�$160.00�

Flowers�$85.00�

Christmas�$589.00�

Votives�$325.00�

School Support�$124.00�

Religious Retirement�$5.00�

Christmas Charities�$134.00�

Youth Ministry�$78.00�

Social Services�$149.00�

Solemnity of Mary�$329.50�

St. Anthony/DePaul School�$40.00�

Holy Days�$85.00�

�
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Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and    

welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy! 

We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two 

or three days a week. Our preschool through 8

th

 grade boasts small class sizes � our largest 

class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he 

or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the 

Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the       

Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low       

tuition � $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial 

aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043 or email                         

rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski�

� kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay�

� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to 

help work in our Afterschool Program.�

The paid position is Monday � Friday 2:30 � 6:00. Applicant must 

have all diocesan clearances.  �

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at 

412�761�5043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

The Third Grade�at Northside Catholic                 

Assumption Academy�has started to learn                                                

multiplication. We've�been memorizing the 

multiplication tables, and we have found 

that it is a short cut to doing repeated addition. In English, we have been studying 

nouns. We've�discovered that common nouns and proper nouns are easy to      

identify, but singular and plural possessive nouns are a little bit trickier. In                  

religion, we learned about the Epiphany and how the Three Kings had a long                      

journey to visit Jesus. Happy New Year to you as you begin your 2021                     

journey!�For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043.� �
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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National Kidney Registry

Mark Bell
I NEED A KIDNEY DONOR

If you are interested in learning more 
about my story, kidney donation, or in 
being tested to see if you are eligible to 

donate, please visit the URL below.
WWW.NKR.ORG/SLV339

Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


