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Fr. Nicholas Vaskov, Pastor�

Fr. Dam Nguyen, Senior Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo, in residence�

Fr. Louis DeNinno, in residence�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor, in residence�

Deacon Gery Pielin�

SAINT PETER CHURCH�

720 Arch Street�

Pittsburgh, PA  15212�

SAINT CYRIL CHURCH�

3854 Brighton Road�

Pittsburgh, PA 15212�
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Reading I: Dt 18:15�20�

January 31, 2021�4th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Moses spoke to all the people, saying:�

“A prophet like me will the LORD, your 

God, raise up for you�

from among your own kin;�

to him you shall listen.�

This is exactly what you requested of the 

LORD, your God, at Horeb�

on the day of the assembly, when you said,�

‘Let us not again hear the voice of the 

LORD, our God,�

nor see this great fire any more, lest we die.’�

And the LORD said to me, ‘This was well 

said.�

I will raise up for them a prophet like you 

from among their kin,�

and will put my words into his mouth;�

he shall tell them all that I command him.�

Whoever will not listen to my words which 

he speaks in my name,�

I myself will make him answer for it.�

But if a prophet presumes to speak in my 

name�

an oracle that I have not commanded him 

to speak,�

or speaks in the name of other gods, he shall 

die.’” �

Brothers and sisters:�

I should like you to be free of anxieties.�

An unmarried man is anxious about the 

things of the Lord,�

how he may please the Lord.�

But a married man is anxious about the 

things of the world,�

how he may please his wife, and he is                     

divided.�

An unmarried woman or a virgin is anxious 

about the things of the Lord,�

so that she may be holy in both body and 

spirit.�

A married woman, on the other hand,�

is anxious about the things of the world,�

how she may please her husband.��

I am telling you this for your own benefit,�

not to impose a restraint upon you,�

but for the sake of propriety�

and adherence to the Lord without                       

distraction.�

� �

Reading II: 1 Cor 7:32�35�

Responsorial Psalm: If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts.�

Gospel: Mk 1:21�28�

Then they came to Capernaum,�

and on the sabbath Jesus entered the                

synagogue and taught.�

The people were astonished at his teaching,�

for he taught them as one having authority 

and not as the scribes.�

In their synagogue was a man with an              

unclean spirit;�

he cried out, “What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth?�

Have you come to destroy us?�

I know who you are�the Holy One of 

God!”�

Jesus rebuked him and said,�

“Quiet! �Come out of him!”�

The unclean spirit convulsed him and with 

a loud cry came out of him.�

All were amazed and asked one another,�

“What is this?�

A new teaching with authority.�

He commands even the unclean spirits and 

they obey him.”�

His fame spread everywhere throughout the 

whole region of Galilee. �
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Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth,�of all things  

visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only  

Begotten Son of God,�born of the Father    

before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light,�true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.�For us 

men and for our salvation�he came down 

from Heaven,�and by the Holy Spirit was  

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.�For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 

buried,�and rose again on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures.                  

He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory�to judge the living and the 

dead and His kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life,�who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is adored and glorified,�who has spoken 

through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

Church.�I confess one Baptism for the            

forgiveness of sins�and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead�and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.� �

�

Prayer to Saint Michael  the Archangel 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in  battle. Be our 

protection against the wickedness and snares of the     

devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast    

into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor of the 

following intentions:�

St. Cyril Church: Mary Smigiel�

St. Peter Church: Dennis Guthrie�

Sanctuary candles are available in all 

three churches. Please call the parish           

office for more information.�

For Our Beloved Deceased: 

�

May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.�

Catherine Mancuso�
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From the Desk of Father Nick 

It’s hard to believe that Lent is just around the corner as we prepare for Ash Wednesday on February 

17

th

. For some, it seems like Lent of 2020 never ended because the world was shut down by the      

pandemic less than three weeks after last Ash Wednesday. There has certainly been a great deal of 

suffering and penance to endure since last Lent, and I know that not being able to celebrate last     

Easter in our churches is still a source of spiritual pain for many.�

Thankfully, this year, it appears that Lent, Holy Week, and Easter will go on, albeit with the           

restrictions that we remain under. In the next few weeks, information about Lenten devotions,                  

liturgies, and special events will be published in the bulletin and mailed to your homes. While the 

pandemic will prevent us from doing everything we would like, there will still be opportunities for 

spiritual growth, such as bible studies, stations of the cross, extra Confessions, and more. All of this, 

I hope, will allow us to celebrate Easter with great joy, so please consider participating in as much as 

you can.�

DIFFERENT METHOD FOR DISTRIBUTING ASHES THIS YEAR�

In anticipation of Ash Wednesday, I wanted to inform you about how the Vatican is directing us to 

distribute ashes to the faithful. Unlike our normal practice of placing ashes in the form of the cross on 

your forehead, this year will be different because the pandemic prevents us from physically touching 

each person. Instead, the distribution of ashes will proceed in the following way:�

After the homily, the priest will bless the ashes and sprinkle them with holy water;�

Then, the priest will say to all those assembled either, “Repent, and believe in the Gospel,” or 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”�

Then, each person will approach the priest, who will sprinkle ashes on the top of the head of each 

person without saying anything.�

While sprinkling ashes on the top of the head is not the common practice in the United States, it is in 

many other countries. In baptism, we are washed clean from our original sin and anointed with        

Sacred Chrism as priest, prophet, and king on the crown of the head. It is fitting, then, that ashes, a 

reminder of our sin and baptism into death, be sprinkled on the crown of our heads because at Easter 

we celebrate the resurrection of Christ, the conquering of sin and death, and baptism into life.�

When you attend the liturgy on Ash Wednesday, we will remind everyone of this revised practice for 

this year and will ask everyone to put their head down once they approach the priest so that the ashes 

can easily be sprinkled on the head.�

In the meantime, let us keep one another in prayer as we prepare to make our Lenten journey                     

together.�

God bless!�

Fr. Nick�
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The psalmist implores us:  Do not freeze your hearts or 

numb your feelings!�

We “hurt” ourselves when we fail to hear God’s voice who 

consistently and constantly invites us, His children, to 

mend our lives and return to Him.  God is not interested in condemning or punishing His people.  He 

yearns for our growth with tenderness.�

Why and how do our hearts become frozen and hardened? Have we not heard Him enough?  What 

makes our hearts numb or dumb? Aloofness, burn�out, extremism, excessive legalism, ignorance, or 

apathy?  Whatever the cause, we are called to reconsider the way we relate to God by checking our 

“heart’s” status or condi(on:  Are they healthy? Or so sick, so cold, and so hot that they are no               

longer able to feel? There is room for improvement!  No ma+er how bad or ignorant our past was, 

new life begins “TODAY when we hear His voice”.  We cannot undo our past, but we can learn from 

it and build up our future.  �

“Hearts” are much more than the physical organs that control and direct blood nutrients to feed our 

bodies.  They are the opera(on center for our thinking, ac(ng, and livelihood.  Without loving hearts, 

the needy become invisible; the cry of the poor becomes silenced; people’s pain means nothing!�

A callous or hardened heart is like “a piece of meat”, an ear that cannot hear, an eye that cannot 

see, a nose that cannot smell, or tongue that cannot taste. We become the living dead.  The psalmist 

invites us to revitalize, cul(vate, and educate our human senses. Mel(ng hearts, defros(ng them, 

and so/ening them will open the way for healing and understanding. �

One of my own personal concerns is to guard against my presump(ve mentality of arrogance that “I 

have been there! I have done it!” As familiarity breeds complacency, so arrogance feeds contempt, 

doesn’t it? It is tragic to see people suffering.  But it is more tragic when their sufferings are not      

recognized and felt because of human numbness and indifference. �

As a priest, I have heard many heart breaking stories and situa(ons.  I have celebrated many funeral 

Masses already.  As a refugee for years in many refugee camps, I have been tempted to think, “I’ve 

gone through many worse things.”  What suffering have I not yet experienced? Who could suffer 

more?  Whether I am ignorant, naïve, over confident, self�doub5ul, or low�esteemed, the psalmist 

reminds me that without a living heart, my homily can easily become an empty noise; the Mass I 

offer can become a hollow performance!                  �

Fr. Dam Nguyen�
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Lenten Scripture Study with Father DiNardo�

�

The season of Lent is a special liturgical season in which we focus our eyes on Jerusalem 

and the holy mountain of Easter. Through the theme of repentance, we celebrate the         

Paschal�Mystery, the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus and our redemption. During 

this Lenten season, we listen more attentively to the Word of God and prepare ourselves to 

renew our�personal commitment to Christ and His Church made at our baptism. During this 

Lenten�season, Father DiNardo will offer the study of the Passion and Resurrection                  

Narratives found in the Gospels.�Explore the Passion and Resurrection�narratives�in�your 

personal�preparation for�Holy Week and Easter. The scripture study class will take place 

on�Monday evenings from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM beginning February 15, 2021 to March 

29, 2021. You are invited to Saint Boniface Church for the scripture class or by�Zoom. The 

Zoom links can be found on the Parish Website at�http://www.christoursaviorpgh.org.� All 

the welcome to attend. �

Dessert Donations for Valentine's Day Dinners�

�

If you'd like to help with our next dinner outreach to our seniors, 

please consider donating brownies (nut�free please) or sheet cakes for                    

dessert!�Since we are delivering on a Sunday, we need to collect and 

package the desserts by Saturday, Feb. 13.�Please let us know if you 

plan to bake, which will help with our planning. You can contact 

Mary Swindal 412�761�1552 or mswindalns6@gmail.com and 

leave a message with your contact information, and what you will 

bake and the quantity. �

�

Please drop off donations of brownies (nut�free, please) or single 

layer sheet cakes at one of these times:��

��

� Thurs. Feb. 11  � Parish Office� 10am � 1pm�

� Fri., Feb 12 � Parish Office � 10am � 1pm�

� Sat. Feb 13� St Cyril Church� 9:30 � 10am (after daily Mass)�

� Sat. Feb 13� Norbert Hall at St Boniface� 10am � noon�

�

Thank you for your baking talent, and being part of this outreach!  And we appreciate    

prayers for the continued success of this outreach!�

Next Dinner For Seniors�

Our next delivered dinner for our senior parishioners is scheduled 

for Valentine's Day, which is also the last Sunday before Ash 

Wednesday.�The invitations will be sent to every household with a 

parishioner over age 70.�If you are over age 70, and do not receive an invitation, please 

contact Mary Swindal at the parish office.�In some cases, we do not have birthday                           

information in the database, and this would likely explain why the invitation is                         

missing.�Please be in touch also if you would like to help with the dinner!� Thank you!�
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Pregnant?  Talk to someone 24/7 �

1�800�712 HELP (4357) �

or text “HELPLINE TO 313131. �

For free help near you, www.OPTIONLINE.org �

Christ Our Savior Parish is proud to 

par#cipate in the 40 Days for Life 

campaign this Lent. We will witness 

to respect for all life every Saturday 

from 1:00pm � 3:00pm between               

February 17th and March 28th.�

�

Saint Blaise �

DATES: DIED 316 FEAST DAY: FEBRUARY 3 �

�

Saint Blaise is a bishop and martyr who lived in the 

fourth century in Turkey and Armenia. For a �me, Blaise 

lived in a cave to escape persecu�on. On his feast, the 

church recalls a miracle cure associated with him and 

celebrates the blessing of the throats. Blaise apparently 

saved the life of a boy who was choking on a fish bone. 

The saint said that anyone who lit a candle in his 

memory would be free of infec�on, thus candles are 

used in the tradi�onal throat blessing. He is listed among 

the Fourteen Holy Helpers, saints revered as healers. He 

is the patron saint of throat illnesses, animals, wool 

combers, and wool trading. �
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Mass Schedule for the Week of  January 31, 2021�

Date� Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, January 31�

Dt 18”15�20/1 Cor 7:32�35/         

Mk 1:21�28�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Cecelia & Timothy Sullivan� Family�

9:00 a.m.�

St. Boniface� Bernard Sulkowski�

Family�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

Mary Ann Stowitzky� St. Peter Arimatheans�

11:00 a.m.�

St. Cyril�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Monday, February 1�

Heb 11:32�40/Mk 5:1�20�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Paul Kelly� Tom & Dory Griffin�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Beatrice Harding� Strater Family�

Tuesday, February 2�

The Presentation of the Lord�

Mal 3:1�4/Heb 2:14�18/                               

Lk 2:22�40�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Catherine Mancuso�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Mary Ann Stowitzky� K.J.�

Wednesday, February 3�

St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr;              

St. Ansgar, Bishop�

Heb 12:4�7, 11�15/Mk 6:1�6�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Catherine Mancuso�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Mary Miller�

Thursday, February 4�

Heb 12:18�19, 21�24/Mk 6:7�13�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Catherine Mancuso�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Mary Miller�

Friday, February 5�

St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr�

Heb 13:1�8/Mk 6:14�29�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Mary Miller�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Saturday, February 6�

St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs�

Heb 13:15�17, 20�12/�

Mk 6:30�34�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Catherine Mancuso�

Sunday, February 7�

Jb 7:1�4,6�7/�

1Cor 9:16�19,22�23/Mk 1:29�39�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface�

Dorothy McKeen Parker� Charlotte Senko�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

The Deceased of the �

Hawkins Family�

Jeanne Lazewski�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Norman Pivirotto� Nancy Pivirotto�

Kelsea Singh�Dhawan�

2021 Masses are available for intentions at all three Christ Our Savior      

Parish churches. Intentions can be scheduled by calling the parish office 

or dropping a note in the collection basket. Please include date(s), name 

for intention, and “requested by” name and phone number. �

The stipend for one Mass is $10. Please make all checks payable to              

Christ Our Savior Parish.�
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Business Manager ��

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records � Patricia Harding�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for 

information of the requirements, conditions and 

options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents 

can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least 

six months in advance of the wedding date. Please 

contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to 

those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to 

sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation 

to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental 

sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a 

registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update�

January 24, 2021�

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Mary Kushik�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Jeanine Ayers�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Mary Ann Turkovich�

Council Members�

Thank you for your generosity! 

Offertory�$7,078.00�

Parish Share�$492.00�

Building Fund�$10.00�

Christmas�$365.00�

Votives�$404.00�

School Support�$42.00�

Social Services�$100.00�

Holy Days�$30.00�

Flowers�$15.00�

St. Anthony School�$182.00�

Christmas Charities�$20.00�

Update�Pre�Cana for Engaged Couples�

Christ our Savior Parish will be offering a 

modified Pre�Cana on two evenings�            

March 18�25 from 6:30 �9:00 PM in St. Cyril 

of Alexandria Church. Due to COVID, the 

number of  participants will  be limited. At 

present, there are openings for four more   

couples. A certificate of completion is given 

at the completion of the two sessions. Please 

contact Jean DiDonato as soon as possible to 

inquire and/or register. Thank you and              

Welcome!�
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Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and    

welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy! 

We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two 

or three days a week. Our preschool through 8

th

 grade boasts small class sizes � our largest 

class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he 

or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the 

Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the       

Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low       

tuition � $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial 

aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043 or email                         

rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski�

� kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay�

� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to 

help work in our Afterschool Program.�

The paid position is Monday � Friday 2:30 � 6:00. Applicant must 

have all diocesan clearances.  �

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at 

412�761�5043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

The sixth grade English Language Arts classes at�Northside�Catholic                 

Assumption Academy�are coming to the end of a unit entitled "Animal               

Allies." In this unit, students learned about how people and animals can                

interact, learn, and benefit from one another in various ways.  ��

We read several stories from The Jungle Book,  which�focus on Mowgli's 

experiences in the jungle raised by wolves. Mowgli makes many animal 

friends in the jungle, who teach him about survival in the jungle as well as 

important life lessons.  Additionally, we read another story from The Jungle 

Book entitled "Rikki�Tikki�Tavi" in which a young mongoose helps to save a family from getting  

attacked by cobras.  All of these stories are related because they teach children that animals are 

unique and valuable, and can also teach us many things.  Students are also using these stories to learn 

about elements of plot, characterization, types of conflict, and figurative language. In English class, 

students wrote an essay on The Jungle Book in which they either wrote about important life lessons 

they learned from the book, or life lessons that Mowgli learned from each of his animal teachers.  

Students are also learning about rules of punctuation in English class.�For more information on our 

preschool through 8

th

�grade, Christ centered�school,�give us a call at 412�761�5043.��
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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National Kidney Registry

Mark Bell
I NEED A KIDNEY DONOR

If you are interested in learning more 
about my story, kidney donation, or in 
being tested to see if you are eligible to 

donate, please visit the URL below.
WWW.NKR.ORG/SLV339

Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


