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February 21, 2021Ͷ1st Sunday of Lent
Reading I: Gn 9:8Ͳ15

God said to Noah and to his sons with him: God added:
“See, I am now establishing my covenant
“This is the sign that I am giving for all ages
with you
to come,
and your descendants after you
of the covenant between me and you
and with every living creature that was with and every living creature with you:
you:
I set my bow in the clouds to serve as a sign
all the birds, and the various tame and wild of the covenant between me and the earth.
animals
When I bring clouds over the earth,
that were with you and came out of the ark. and the bow appears in the clouds,
I will establish my covenant with you,
I will recall the covenant I have made
that never again shall all bodily creatures
between me and you and all living beings,
be destroyed
so that the waters shall never again become
by the waters of a flood;
a flood
there shall not be another flood to devastate to destroy all mortal beings.”
the earth.”

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 25:45, 67, 89
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep your covenant.


Reading II: 1 Pt 3:18Ͳ22

Beloved:
Christ suffered for sins once,
the righteous for the sake of the
unrighteous,
that he might lead you to God.
Put to death in the flesh,
he was brought to life in the Spirit.
In it he also went to preach to the spirits in
prison,
who had once been disobedient
while God patiently waited in the days of
Noah

during the building of the ark,
in which a few persons, eight in all,
were saved through water.
This prefigured baptism, which saves you
now.
It is not a removal of dirt from the body
but an appeal to God for a clear conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers subject
to him. 



Gospel: Mk 1:12Ͳ15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,
and he remained in the desert for forty
days,
tempted by Satan.
He was among wild beasts,
and the angels ministered to him.

gospel of God:
“This is the time of fulfillment.
The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

After John had been arrested,
Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,of all things
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,the Only
Begotten Son of God,born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from
Light,true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through Him all things were made.For us
men and for our salvationhe came down
from Heaven,and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became
man.For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried,and rose again on the third day in


accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into Heavenand is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in gloryto judge the living and the
dead and His kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified,who has spoken
through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church.I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sinsand I look forward to the
resurrection of the deadand the life of the
world to come. Amen. 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl
through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor 
of the following intentions:
St. Cyril Church: For all serving, and have served, in the military.
Sanctuary candles are available in all three churches. 
Please call the parish office for more information.



From the Desk of Father Nick

Now that our Lenten journey has begun, we work hard each day to focus on those special disciplines
that mark this holy season. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are the traditional ways by which we
perfect our hearts. While none of these disciplines are easy, it is fasting that is usually the most
challenging for us. The reason for which we fast makes sense. We empty ourselves in order to be
filled with something better, the gifts and graces of God. However, in practice, because we are so
used to filling ourselves with so many things, fasting can be quite a chore for us.
Let us commit ourselves in a special way this Lent to the discipline of fasting. And don’t be afraid to
be creative in how you fast or that from which you fast. However you fast this Lent, focus on how
you are making room for a greater share in God’s life and invite him in prayer to dwell within you all
the more. A few years ago, Pope Francis offered a variety of ways we can fast in order to be
transformed in faith and love. I share them here again in the hope that you might be inspired in your
fasting this Lent.
Pope Francis Offers Guidance for Fasting
Do you want to fast this Lent?
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
SPECIAL “AD” IN OUR BULLETIN
We are grateful for all the businesses and individuals who advertise in our weekly bulletin. Their
support allows us to publish the bulletin, which is an important communication tool, at no cost to the
parish. You may notice a unique advertisement on the back cover of our current bulletins. Mark Bell,
a parishioner of Christ Our Savior Parish, is in need of a kidney and is asking people to consider
being tested to see if they are a match as a possible kidney donor. Please visit www.nkr.org/slv339
to learn more about Mark’s story and, as a parish, let us pray for his health and that a donor may be
found soon.
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE AND LIVESTREAMING
Recently, we created a Christ Our Savior Parish Facebook page and are looking forward to sharing
our parish activities and livestreaming events on it. Whether you have a Facebook account or not
you can visit www.facebook.com/cospgh to see all that will be available. If you do have a Facebook
account, please like and follow our page to get notifications about the different happenings. We plan
to livestream many of the Lenten events listed on the flyer in the bulletin, so make sure you visit our
page often.
God bless! Fr. Nick





Scripture Reflection



Desert stands for the land of solitude and discipline.

Jesus’entry into the desert demonstrates His
willingness to condition Himself and to grow in His
relationship with God. Without major obstacles and
distraction, He comes to know Himself better and
cultivate His relationship with God. His journey to the
desert, framed and contextualized with the arrest of
John the Baptist and the call for repentance, also signals serious preparation for His public
ministry and tough life ahead.
By being there, Jesus adapts Himself to the natural bareness of the desert. Without a map,
direction, food and life comfort, He is led and fed by God. Without noise, He can hear and see
better. Such detachments prompt Him to attach closely to God. It is God who is His sole direction
and Who maps out His activities. Thus, Jesus’ entry into the desert is not to avoid crowds and
social responsibilities, but to enter within Himself. 
The desert is similar to a training camp or gymnasium where Jesus can discipline Himself and
regroup before His public ministry. The more He fortifies Himself and His senses, the better He
can experience God and serve people.
Jesus’ time of fortydays in the desert is the invitation for us, the faithful, to go there with Him;
not a geographical desert, but the interior desert of silence within ourselves. Similarly, the forty
days of Lent should help us examine our lives and senses so that we can know ourselves and each
other better. It is in the desert of our quietness that we can hear ourselves and others better. 

Therefore, Lent is much more than giving up candies or beverages. It is also the time we look for
renewal and growth in our love for God and each other. The desert experience can become a prime
location and environment where we can test and strengthen ourselves before can grow.
The desert can be tough and rough. Yet, we do not know how weak/strong we are or we have been
or can become until we are courageous enough to be there!
The Lenten cards in the basket at the foot of the Lenten cross in our three churches are for us to
take. We are invited to make some resolutions, plans, and changes during this Lent. Please write
them down and leave them in the basket or pin
them on the cross. These cards will be prayed
over at each weekend Mass and used for the fire
blessing during our parish Easter Vigil. Let us
enter the desert together and emerge in unity
Don’t just give up! But give more
and peace.
Fr. Dam Nguyen



I will …………………………………………
…………………………………………





Lenten Scripture Study with Father DiNardo
The season of Lent is a special liturgical season in which we focus our eyes on Jerusalem and the
holy mountain of Easter. Through the theme of repentance, we celebrate the Pascal Mystery, the
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus and our redemption. During this Lenten season, we listen
more attentively to the Word of God and prepare ourselves to renew ourpersonal commitment to
Christ and His Church made at our baptism. During this Lentenseason, Father DiNardo will offer
the study of the Passion and Resurrection Narratives found in the Gospels.Explore the Passion and
Resurrectionnarrativesinyour personalpreparation forHoly Week and Easter. The scripture study
class will take place onMonday evenings from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM beginning February 15,
2021 to March 29, 2021. You are invited to Saint Boniface Church for the scripture class or
byZoom. 
The Zoom links can be found on the Parish Website athttp://www.christoursaviorpgh.org.All are
welcome to attend. 
Valentine’s Meal Ministry Delivers 
Icy conditionsearly on Valentine's Day dealt a blow as
many dedicated members of our team were unable to
participate this time around.So the gratitude list this time
includes everyone who filled in to assist, and also for our
drivers' patience with our logistics.At the same time, the
generosity and creativity of the parish was evidence again
of God's grace.Our deepest thanks to everyone who
donated so many wonderful desserts and Valentine treats, to our parish CCD
students who decorated 250 placemats to go with the dinners, the Ministry of the
Sick who donated 150 handmade cards, a parish family who handled all of the
goody bags once again, a benefactor who donated all of the delicious lasagna,
and Texas Roadhouse for the yummy bread donation.This is not to mention
the amazing meal assembly team, and all of the drivers who make this
possible.And we are always grateful for our
seniors, this is just a little giving back for all you've
given  a little way to lighten the load of these days.
Thank you for your prayers for this ministry and we
add prayers for a blessed Lent, and the coming joy of
Easter! Amen!

Parish Share 2021 

Finding Joy in Giving Ͳ Families in our parish will be receiving their Parish Share materials shortly. The
season of Lent gives each of us a chance to grow in our relationship with Jesus, and one way is by sharing
our gifts. 


This year, recognizing a serious decline in parish revenue due to COVID19 restrictions, Bishop Zubik is
offering a new incentive program. 


Parishes that raise between 80% and 89% of their Parish Share goal will receive a 1% discount. Parishes that
raise between 90% and 94% of their goal will receive a 2.5% discount. Parishes that raise between 95% and
100% of their goal will receive a 5% discount. Parishes will still keep 100% of monies raised in excess of
their goal. 
Parish Share offers a wonderful opportunity to say “Yes!” to Jesus’ call to follow him. This is especially
important during these difficult times, as many of our fellow parishioners and neighbors need our help.
Thank you in advance for your support. 



Mass Schedule for the Week of February 21, 2021
Date

Time

Location

Intention

Offered By

Sunday, February 21
Gn 9:815/1 Pt 3:1822/
Mk 1:1215

4:00 p.m.
(vigil)

St. Cyril

Eleanor Eberz Grundler
(Memorial)

Jim & Todd Eberz

Helen Harame

Harry & Elsie

Francisco Sanchez

Grandparents

9:00 a.m. St. Boniface
10:30 a.m. St. Peter
11:00 a.m. St. Cyril
9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

Living & Deceased Parishioners
Catherine Seskey

Monday, February 22
1 Pt 5:14/Mt 6:1319
12:05 p.m. St. Peter

Tuesday, February 23

St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

Is 55:1011/Mt 6:715

Wednesday, February 24
Jon 3:110/Lk 11:2932
Thursday, February 25
Est C:12, 1416, 2325/
Mt 7:712
Friday, February 26
Ez 18:2128/Mt 5:2026
Saturday, February 27
St. Gabriel Possenti

Dt 26:1619/Mt 5:4348
Sunday, February 28
Gn 22:12, 9a, 1013, 1518/
Rom 8:31b34/Mk 9:210



9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter
9:00 a.m. St. Cyril
12:05 p.m. St. Peter
9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter
9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter
9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

Christine Bell

Sowa Family, Michael,
Uribe Sowa Family
Anna, Joanna & Robert
Pete Cervone
Eileen Cervone & Family
Elsie Uribe (Birthday)
Uribe Sowa Family
Catherine Seskey
Catherine “Kitty” Mulvey

Family

Rose & Robert Rathke
Daughter, Rathke
Catherine Seskey 
Helen Strater
Family
Rodolfo Garay (Birthday)

Uribe Sowa Family

4:00 p.m.
St. Cyril
(vigil)
9:00 a.m. St. Boniface

Joan Milsop

Family

Helen Harame

Carole Preskar

10:30 a.m. St. Peter

Mario Mattucci

Delia Mattucci

11:00 a.m. St. Cyril


Wayne & Lucille Bell

Living & Deceased Parishioners

FeastͶFebruary 22 While the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, celebrated on
June 29, focuses on the martyrdom of St. Peter, this celebraon draws aenon to
his role in the Church. The “Chair of St. Peter” is an image of his seat of authorityͲ
an authority that was given not for his own personal gain but so that he could be a
source of unity for the Church. Jesus told Peter, “I have prayed that your own faith
may not fail; and once you have turned back, you must strengthen your
brothers” (Lk 22:32). Today, this feast reminds us of the signiﬁcance of the
ministry of St. Peter and the succession of popes who followed in his footsteps.




Christ Our Savior Parish
Staff

Council Members



Business Manager 
Teresa Flaherty  office@cospgh.org

Sacraments and Records  Patricia Harding

Sacramental Preparation  
Jean DiDonato²jdidonato@cospgh.org

Faith Formation  faithformation@cospgh.org

Catechetical Administrator²
Kristen Frankovich  kfrankovich@cospgh.org

Sacramental Program Manager²
Jennifer Earnest²jearnest@cospgh.org

Music Ministry 
Theresa Hammond 


theresa.hammond@outlook.com
David Butler stpetermm@gmail.com

Pastoral Associate  
Mary Swindal²mswindalns6@gmail.com

Maintenance  John Dey



Pastoral Council
Jeanine Ayers
Judy Bendtsen
Mary Byrnes
Steve Gorzelsky
Bob Greca
Jan Greca
Bernie Greer
Jay Marano
Mary Ann Turkovich

Sacraments
Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for
information of the requirements, conditions and
options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents
can be taken before or after their child’s birth.

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least
six months in advance of the wedding date. Please
contact the parish office.

Sick and Shutins: The Sacraments are available to
those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to
sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation
to your home, call the parish office.

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental
sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a
registered member of a parish.

Clergy Email Addresses

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org
Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org
Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org
Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org
Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au
Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org

Update²PreCana for Engaged Couples

Stewardship Update
February 14, 2021
Offertory: $6,137.00
Parish Share: $1,739.00
Ash Wednesday: $10.00
Building Fund: $70.00
Votives: $216.00
School Support: $55.00





Finance Council
Karen Smay Brown
Michelle Cloonan
Rich Kielar
Ken Knochel
Mary Kushik
Vince Lewandowski
Hugh Mulvey
Shirley Novak
Sue Zientek

Christ our Savior Parish will be offering a modified
PreCana on two evenings, March 18 and 25 from
6:30 9:00 PM in St. Cyril of Alexandria Church.
Due to COVID, the number of participants will be
limited. At present, there are openings for four more
couples. A certificate of completion is given at the
completion of the two sessions. Please contact Jean
DiDonato as soon as possible to inquire and/or
register. Thank you and welcome!

Social Services: $245.00

St. Anthony School: $15.00

Christmas: $20.00
Solemnity of Mary: $10.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Pregnant? Talk to someone 24/7 
1800712 HELP (4357) or text “HELPLINE TO 313131. 
For free help near you, www.OPTIONLINE.org 
24ͲHour Child Abuse Hotline….1Ͳ800Ͳ932Ͳ0313











Diocesan Vicm Assistance….1Ͳ888Ͳ808Ͳ1235




Northside Catholic Assumption Academy
ENTER TO LEARN
LEARN TO SERVE



Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski

kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org
Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay

hkocay@ncaacademynow.org

It has been a busy and fun year in the Preschool 3’s classroomat Northside Catholic
Assumption Academy. The students have been working hard on identifying letter names and
sounds, numbers and shapes, writing their names, and completing daily crafts and handson
activities. The children had a blast participating in the activities for Catholic Schools Week,
which took place last week, and they are looking forward to celebrating Valentine’sDay this
week! It has been such a blessing for the children to be in school learning together, and we
look forward to what they will accomplish in the upcoming months! We pray forall ofour
parish families during this Lenten Season.

For more information on our threeyearold preschool, or any grade level up to eighth grade,
give us a call at 4127615043.

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to
help work in our Afterschool Program.
The paid position is Monday ± Friday 2:30 ± 6:00. Applicant must
have all diocesan clearances. 
For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at
4127615043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org
Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and
welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy!
We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two
or three days a week. Our preschool through 8th grade boasts small class sizes ± our largest
class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he
or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the
Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the
Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low
tuition  $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial
aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 4127615043 or email
rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.

O’Brien’s Funeral Home

3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.766.1680 Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com

3-P-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1701

Shirley Novak, Esq. Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
• Wills
• Estates
• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments

Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor
Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.

(412) 231-4193

www.hughesfhinc.com

FREE Consultation W/Ad
412-281-4383
Parishioner

• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More
Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured

Richard
Moratto

412-277-4116

www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

(412) 231-1285

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill

Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes
in one Convenient Location

All Home Repairs

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

Stephens Memorial Chapel

5%
5% Discount
Discount
with
with this
this ad
ad

40 Years Experience
“No Job Too Small”

www.stephensmemorialfh.com

MRB Landscaping
& Snow Removal

Grass Cutting • Leaf Removal
Tree Removal • Mulching • Pruning

BRIAN BUBASH • (412) 995-8430

MRBlandscaping412@yahoo.com

National Kidney Registry

Mark Bell
I NEED A KIDNEY DONOR
If you are interested in learning more
about my story, kidney donation, or in
being tested to see if you are eligible to
donate, please visit the URL below.

WWW.NKR.ORG/SLV339

Thomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISOR
3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA

412.766.5080

www.kunsakfh.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner
C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD
Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor
Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave., West View PA

Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com

14-1701

