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February 28, 2021Ͷ2nd Sunday of Lent
Reading I: Gn 22:1Ͳ2, 9a, 10Ͳ13, 15Ͳ18

God put Abraham to the test.
He called to him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am!” he replied.
Then God said:
“Take your son Isaac, your only one,
whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah.
There you shall offer him up as a
holocaust
on a height that I will point out to you.”
When they came to the place of which
God had told him,
Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it.
Then he reached out and took the knife to
slaughter his son.
But the LORD’s messenger called to him
from heaven,
“Abraham, Abraham!”
“Here I am!” he answered.
“Do not lay your hand on the boy,” said
the messenger.
“Do not do the least thing to him.
I know now how devoted you are to God,
since you did not withhold from me your

own beloved son.”
As Abraham looked about,
he spied a ram caught by its horns in the
thicket.
So he went and took the ram
and offered it up as a holocaust in place of
his son.
Again the LORD’s messenger called to
Abraham from heaven and said:
“I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
that because you acted as you did
in not withholding from me your beloved
son,
I will bless you abundantly
and make your descendants as countless
as the stars of the sky and the sands of the
seashore;
your descendants shall take possession
of the gates of their enemies,
and in your descendants all the nations of
the earth
shall find blessing²
all this because you obeyed my
command.”

Responsorial Psalm: I will walk before the Lord,
in the land of the living.

Reading II: Rom 8:31bͲ34

Brothers and sisters:
If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son
but handed him over for us all,
how will he not also give us everything else
along with him?
Who will bring a charge against God’s

chosen ones?
It is God who acquits us, who will
condemn?
Christ Jesus it is who died²or, rather,
was raised²
who also is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us.



Gospel: Mk 9:2Ͳ10

Jesus took Peter, James, and John
and led them up a high mountain apart by
themselves.
And he was transfigured before them,
and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no fuller on earth could bleach
them.
Then Elijah appeared to them along with
Moses,
and they were conversing with Jesus.
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here!
Let us make three tents:
one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.”
He hardly knew what to say, they were so
terrified.
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,of all things
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,the Only
Begotten Son of God,born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from
Light,true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through Him all things were made.For us
men and for our salvationhe came down
from Heaven,and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became
man.For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried,and rose again on the third day in


Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over
them;
from the cloud came a voice,
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer
saw anyone
but Jesus alone with them.
As they were coming down from the
mountain,
he charged them not to relate what they
had seen to anyone,
except when the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.
So they kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what rising from the dead
meant.

accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into Heavenand is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in gloryto judge the living and the
dead and His kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified,who has spoken
through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church.I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sinsand I look forward to the
resurrection of the deadand the life of the
world to come. Amen. 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl
through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.



From the Desk of Father Nick

One of the hallmarks of the Lenten Season is almsgiving; a generosity of the heart provides for the
needs of others and for the community. Our Lenten almsgiving can take many forms. For some, it is
making a donation to a local charity that helps to provide resources for the poor and needy, like
Catholic Charities or the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. For others, it may be a more direct providing
for the needs of others, such as buying lunch for someone begging on the street or handing out
clothing and blankets to those suffering these cold winter months. All of these fulfill what is required
of us as we seek to love our neighbor.
Almsgiving also asks us to be good stewards of the resources we have been given. This is sharing our
time for causes that inspire us, sharing our talents in ways that make the most of what God has given
to us, and sharing our treasure to provide for those we love and build up the Kingdom of God.
As a parish, we strive to be good stewards by maintaining a vibrant worshiping community that seeks
to grow in faith, persevere in hope, and reach out to others in love. We also work to make good use
of the resources you share with us and fulfill all the obligations we have to others as we keep the
doors of our church buildings and the arms of our parish community open.
Each year at the beginning of Lent, we begin anew the Parish Share Program. This annual campaign
is undertaken to support the functions and programs of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The monies that are
collected through this collection go to fund diocesan offices that both directly and indirectly support
the function of our parish. For instance, Parish Share supports the payroll and employee benefits
office, which would be too costly for any parish to provide for on its own. Parish Share also supports
the Vocations Office and Seminary, which work to provide priests for our parish in the future. In
addition, Parish Share continues to provide support for our retired priests who faithfully served our
parishes in the past, and much, much more. Finally, it is important to note that monies collected
through the Parish Share Program do not go to payments made to individuals as part of settlements
related to the abuse of minors by priests.
The Parish Share Program functions in the following way:
The parish is required to pay the full amount of the assessment, whether the funds are raised
through the Parish Share Campaign or taken from our Operating Funds from Sunday
collections and fundraisers;
Anything the parish collects through the Parish Share Program over and above the assessment we
get to keep and these funds are not part of our assessable income for next year’s campaign.
This is especially helpful to pay for Capital improvements in our parish;
The closer our parish gets to collecting the full amount of our assessment, a discount of up to 5%
is possible, so it’s worth our while to collect as much as we can.
You will soon receive a letter in the mail outlining the Parish Share Assessment for this year and
what we are hoping each family will be able to pledge in order for us to meet our goal. Knowing that
the finances of so many have been affected by the COVID19 pandemic, we certainly understand if
you can only afford a lesser amount or nothing at all. We are grateful for your generosity and for
every dollar that helps us to meet our goal so that we can be good stewards of the resources of our
parish. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the Parish Share Program.

God bless!
Fr. Nick



Scripture Reflection



Transfigure, Transform During Transition.


The prefix “trans” means “across,” “beyond,” “through,” “carefully”
or “thoroughly”. The mountain of Transfiguration becomes a high
ground where Jesus was able to see through, beyond and across
all situations of life. 
Looking back, Jesus was comforted by many remarkable things
he did for the people in Galilee: He had performed many
miracles, healed the sick, restored life to the dead, fed the five thousand hungry men, and changed
water into wine. Yet, looking ahead, Jesus was confronted with hardship, loneliness, betrayal,
misunderstanding, abandonment and even the risking of his life in Jerusalem. He was frightened,
wasn’t he? 
Thus, the mountain becomes the watershed in his public ministry between the happy past and the
fearful future. It is on the holy mountain that Jesus was transfigured in His physical appearance.
His face became bright like the sun and His clothes became dazzling white. In addition, He was also
transformed by the voice of God the Father, “You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased, listen to Him!” 
The Transfiguration of Jesus has been transformed! The transitional Jesus has been transcended
both inside and outside, both physically and “chemically.” Nothing can hold Him back or keep Him
down! By being affirmed by the irrevocable promise of the Father that “You are my beloved Son,”
Jesus became strong and gained courage to go down from the mountain, walk through the dark
valley of Gethsemane, journey to Jerusalem and climb up the Mountain of Golgotha to die for our
sins. As nothing can prevent God from loving us, sinners, so nothing can stop Jesus from carrying
out God’s mission to save us! 
God’s Love transcends, transfigures and transforms the transitional Jesus!
Can we, the new parish in transition, stand with Jesus on the watershed mountain, not only to be
empowered and guided by the abiding presence of God in our parish life and activities but also to
see through, across and beyond current situations? Without standing up tall on the high mountain,
our views can easily be blinded, limited or shortsighted! Our sacrifice can even become bitter or
negative! We may feel frustrated, abandoned, misunderstood or even betrayed. Sometimes, the
road to unity can be rough and the unknown future can be tough. Yet as Jesus became stronger and
more courageous by experiencing God’s abiding love, so may each of us be uplifted by hearing
clearly in our own ears that God loves us, His sons and daughters. 

Fr. Dam D. Nguyen






Lenten Scripture Study with Father DiNardo
The season of Lent is a special liturgical season in which we focus our eyes on Jerusalem and the holy
mountain of Easter. Through the theme of repentance, we celebrate the Pascal Mystery, the passion, death
and resurrection of Jesus and our redemption. During this Lenten season, we listen more attentively to the
Word of God and prepare ourselves to renew ourpersonal commitment to Christ and His Church made at our
baptism. During this Lentenseason, Father DiNardo will offer the study of the Passion and Resurrection
Narratives found in the Gospels.Explore the Passion and Resurrectionnarrativesinyour personalpreparation
forHoly Week and Easter. The scripture study class will take place onMonday evenings from 6:30 PM to
7:30 PM beginning February 15, 2021 to March 29, 2021. You are invited to Saint Boniface Church for
the scripture class or byZoom. The Zoom links can be found on the Parish Website at
http://www.christoursaviorpgh.org.All are welcome to attend. 

Lenten Almsgiving

As a way to follow the Lenten practice of almsgiving, we are having a drive on behalf of our parish food
bank. For the weekends of March 67 and 1314, please leave your food donations in the bins at the
entrances of each church. Here are the items most needed by the food bank:
All kinds of cereal
Pasta: penne, rigatoni, shells, spaghetti
Canned soup, vegetables, fruit
Tuna in Water
Canned Yams
Gravy

Ketchup & Yellow Mustard
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Mac & Cheese
Hot Chocolate & Regular Tea Bags
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Facial Tissues

Our next collection will be for household items (blankets, sheets, pots & pans) for 
New Start Furniture ministry. Details in future bulletins.
COMFORT, COMMUNITY IN THE TIME OF COVID 
A View From the Pew
by Shirley Novak

“Through rain or snow or sleet or hail”…..this oft used motto of the postal service aptly describes the
attitude of the COS Meal Ministry Team (MMT). Despite the ice, snow, hills and frigid temperatures, the
Team managed to deliver the third installment of dinners on Valentine’s day. Due to their fortitude, 258
people were treated to a meal of lasagna, salad, rolls, various desserts, candy and Mardi Gras paczki. 
These dinners sprung from a simple concern about how we could serve our seniors during a

particularly difficult holiday season. Soon this simple idea morphed into a parish ministry outreach program
benefiting our senior parishioners isolated or stuck at home during the pandemic.

Everyone can and does help. The students from North Side Catholic Assumption Academy and our
parish CCD program make placemats, Christmas cards, tree ornaments or write notes. The Senior Outreach
Ministry donates seasonal missalettes. Some people bake desserts, others cook the meal, a group of people
package the items into delivery bags, then there are the drivers who deliver the bags. There are route
managers who plot the different delivery routes for the drivers. Still others solicit food donations, and many
have been inclined to contribute funds to support the dinners. Someone had an idea to provide poinsettias
and these were included with the Christmas meal.

The response has been gratifying and humbling. One recipient wrote…. I am 83 years old & do not
often get such care & kindness….my doctor does not want me to go out, so your lovely meal & your
kindness has warmed an old lady’s heart,… another commented…Thank you for the fruit, cookies candy,
also to the young person who made the placemats, ….someone else replied….the food was delicious, I loved
the cornbread. I appreciate your thoughtfulness…and lastly….…My husband and I want to thank all of you
for the delicious ham dinner. We really appreciate all the hard work it took.

Now the MMT moves onward to contemplate the Easter celebration. Creative and even crazy ideas
are welcome! More workers would be appreciated. Good thoughts and prayers are encouraged. Together,
this community brings comfort and brightens the lives of our neighbors, one plate of pasta at a time. 

We plan to have articles about parish activities on a semiregular basis, written by parishioners.



Mass Schedule for the Week of February 28, 2021
Date
Sunday, February 28
Gn 22:12, 9a, 1013, 1518/
Rom 8:31b34/Mk 9:210

Monday, March 1
Dn 9:4b10/Lk 6:3638

Location

Intention

Offered By

4:00 p.m.
(vigil)

St. Cyril

Joan Milsop

Family

9:00 a.m. St. Boniface

Helen Harame

Carole Preskar

10:30 a.m. St. Peter

Mario Mattucci

Delia Mattucci

11:00 a.m. St. Cyril

Living & Deceased Parishioners

9:00 a.m. St. Cyril
12:05 p.m. St. Peter

LanAnTrinhThu
JoMarie Masden
McStay Family
In Thanksgiving for 
Gordon & Roscella
Morrissey Family
Aleksander Gawlas
K.J.
LanAnTrinhThu 
Patricia Rooney
Josie McClelland
In Thanksgiving for 
Gordon & Roscella
Morrissey Family

9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, March 2
Is 1:10, 1620/Mt 23:112

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter

Wednesday, March 3
Jer 18:18²20/Mt 20:1728
Thursday, March 4
Jer 17:510/Lk 16:1931

Time

9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter
7:00 p.m.

St. Peter

9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

12:05 p.m. St. Peter

9:00 a.m. St. Cyril
Friday, March 5
Gn 37: 34, 1213a, 17b28a/
12:05 p.m. St. Peter
Mt 21:3343, 4546

Saturday, March 6
Mi 7:1415, 1820/
Lk 15:13, 1132
Sunday, March 7
Ex 20:117/1 Cor 1:2225/
Jn 2:1325

9:00 a.m.

St. Cyril

4:00 p.m.
(vigil)

St. Cyril

9:00 a.m. St. Boniface
10:30 a.m. St. Peter
11:00 a.m. St. Cyril

Kenneth Kushik

Mary

Patricia Rooney
Arimatheans
Michael Niedhardt
In Memory of 
Anna Marie Ferris
Mrs. Patricia Rooney
Michael Niedhardt
Rose V. Robbibaro
Family
(Birthday)
Frank & Mary Ladesic
Bob Ladesic
Living & Deceased Parishioners
Matthew Kunsak

Family

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor 
of the following intentions:
St. Cyril Church: For all serving and have served in the military.
St. Peter Church: Patricia Rooney
Sanctuary candles are available in all three churches. 
Please call the parish office for more information.

For Our Beloved Deceased:


Michael Niedhardt, Brian Latta
Michael “Mickey” Riegner, Paul McCartan
May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.




Christ Our Savior Parish
Staff

Council Members



Business Manager 
Teresa Flaherty  office@cospgh.org

Sacraments and Records  Patricia Harding

Sacramental Preparation  
Jean DiDonato²jdidonato@cospgh.org

Faith Formation  faithformation@cospgh.org

Catechetical Administrator²
Kristen Frankovich  kfrankovich@cospgh.org

Sacramental Program Manager²
Jennifer Earnest²jearnest@cospgh.org

Music Ministry 
Theresa Hammond 


theresa.hammond@outlook.com
David Butler stpetermm@gmail.com

Pastoral Associate  
Mary Swindal²mswindalns6@gmail.com

Maintenance  John Dey



Pastoral Council
Jeanine Ayers
Judy Bendtsen
Mary Byrnes
Steve Gorzelsky
Bob Greca
Jan Greca
Bernie Greer
Jay Marano
Mary Ann Turkovich

Sacraments
Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for
information of the requirements, conditions and
options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents
can be taken before or after their child’s birth.

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least
six months in advance of the wedding date. Please
contact the parish office.

Sick and Shutins: The Sacraments are available to
those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to
sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation
to your home, call the parish office.

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental
sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a
registered member of a parish.

Clergy Email Addresses

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org
Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org
Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org
Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org
Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au
Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org

Update²PreCana for Engaged Couples

Stewardship Update
February 21, 2021
Offertory: $9,526.50
Parish Share: $3,080.00
Ash Wednesday: $596.00
Building Fund: $50.00
Votives: $426.45
School Support: $589.00
Social Services: $130.00





Finance Council
Karen Smay Brown
Michelle Cloonan
Rich Kielar
Ken Knochel
Mary Kushik
Vince Lewandowski
Hugh Mulvey
Shirley Novak
Sue Zientek

Christ Our Savior Parish will be offering a modified
PreCana on two evenings, March 18 and 25 from
6:30 9:00 PM in St. Cyril of Alexandria Church.
Due to COVID, the number of participants will be
limited. At present, there are openings for four more
couples. A certificate of completion is given at the
completion of the two sessions. Please contact Jean
DiDonato as soon as possible to inquire and/or
register. Thank you and welcome!

St. Anthony School: $55.00

Holy Days: $10.00
Bishop’s Ed Fund: $5.00
Children & Youth: $5.00
Human Dev: $5.00
World Mission: $5.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Pregnant? Talk to someone 24/7 
1800712 HELP (4357) or text “HELPLINE TO 313131. 
For free help near you, www.OPTIONLINE.org 
24ͲHour Child Abuse Hotline….1Ͳ800Ͳ932Ͳ0313











Diocesan Vicm Assistance….1Ͳ888Ͳ808Ͳ1235




Northside Catholic Assumption Academy
ENTER TO LEARN
LEARN TO SERVE



Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski

kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org
Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay

hkocay@ncaacademynow.org

Spring is in the air! Really, it is! Every morning in PreK at
Northside Catholic Assumption Academy we discuss the weather
and seasons and we notice that the temperature on the
thermometer is going up. The snow is melting. It’s still winter, but
spring is coming! 
During Lent, the children are trying to make Jesus smile by being kind to other people,
helping out at home and not fighting with their siblings. When they do a kind act, they color a
heart on their Lenten crosses. The children now know their Glory Be, Our Father and Hail
Mary prayers. We pray a decade of the rosary together in class and encourage them to pray the
rosary at home with their family.
For more information on our preschool through 8th grade school, give us a call at 
4127615043 to set up a tour.
Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to
help work in our Afterschool Program.
The paid position is Monday ± Friday 2:30 ± 6:00. Applicant must
have all diocesan clearances. 
For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at
4127615043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org
Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and
welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy!
We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two
or three days a week. Our preschool through 8th grade boasts small class sizes ± our largest
class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he
or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the
Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the
Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low
tuition  $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial
aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 4127615043 or email
rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.
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MRBlandscaping412@yahoo.com

National Kidney Registry

Mark Bell
I NEED A KIDNEY DONOR
If you are interested in learning more
about my story, kidney donation, or in
being tested to see if you are eligible to
donate, please visit the URL below.

WWW.NKR.ORG/SLV339

Thomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc.
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412.766.5080

www.kunsakfh.com
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