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Reading I: 2 Chr 36: 14�16, 19�23�

March 14, 2021�4th Sunday of Lent�

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the 

priests, and the people��

added infidelity to infidelity,��

practicing all the abominations of the          

nations��

and polluting the LORD’s temple��

which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.�

Early and often did the LORD, the God of 

their fathers,��

send his messengers to them,��

for he had compassion on his people and his 

dwelling place.�

But they mocked the messengers of God,��

despised his warnings, and scoffed at his 

prophets,��

until the anger of the LORD against his              

people was so inflamed��

that there was no remedy.�

Their enemies burnt the house of God,�

tore down the walls of Jerusalem,��

set all its palaces afire,��

and destroyed all its precious objects.�

Those who escaped the sword were               

carried captive to Babylon,��

where they became servants of the king of  

the Chaldeans and his sons�

until the kingdom of the Persians came to 

power.�

All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah:��

“Until the land has retrieved its lost             

sabbaths,��

during all the time it lies waste it shall have 

rest��

while seventy years are fulfilled.”�

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia,��

in order to fulfill the word of the LORD           

spoken by Jeremiah,��

the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia��

to issue this proclamation throughout his 

kingdom,��

both by word of mouth and in writing:��

“Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:��

All the kingdoms of the earth�

the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to 

me,��

and he has also charged me to build him a 

house��

in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.�

Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to 

any part of his people,��

let him go up, and may his God be with him!”�

Brothers and sisters:�

God, who is rich in mercy,��

because of the great love he had for us,��

even when we were dead in our transgressions,��

brought us to life with Christ � by grace you 

have been saved �,��

raised us up with him,��

and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ 

Jesus,��

that in the ages to come��

He might show the immeasurable riches of his 

grace��

in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.�

For by grace you have been saved through 

faith,��

and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;��

it is not from works, so no one may boast.�

For we are his handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus for the good works��

that God has prepared in advance,�

that we should live in them.�

Reading II: Eph 2:4�10�

Responsorial Psalm: 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 

Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
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Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth,�of all things  visible 

and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only  

Begotten Son of God,�born of the Father before 

all ages. God from God, Light from Light,�true 

God from true God, begotten, not made,                

consubstantial with the Father; through Him 

all things were made.�For us men and for our 

salvation�he came down from Heaven,�and by 

the Holy Spirit was  incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man.�For our sake he was                      

crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 

death and was buried,�and rose again on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures.                  

He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory�to judge the living and the dead and His 

kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life,�who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 

and glorified,�who has spoken through the 

prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic 

Church.�I confess one Baptism for the            

forgiveness of sins�and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead�and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.� �

�

Prayer to Saint Michael  the Archangel 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in  battle. Be our 

protection against the wickedness and snares of the     

devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast    

into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Gospel: Jn 3:14�21�

Jesus said to Nicodemus:�

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

desert,��

so must the Son of Man be lifted up,��

so that everyone who believes in him may 

have eternal life.”�

For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son,��

so that everyone who believes in him 

might not perish��

but might have eternal life.�

For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world,��

but that the world might be saved through 

him.�

Whoever believes in him will not be                  

condemned,��

but whoever does not believe has already 

been condemned,��

because he has not believed in the name of 

the only Son of God.�

And this is the verdict,�

that the light came into the world,��

but people preferred darkness to light,�

because their works were evil.�

For everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light�

and does not come toward the light,��

so that his works might not be exposed.�

But whoever lives the truth comes to the 

light,��

so that his works may be clearly seen as 

done in God.�
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From the Desk of Father Nick 

This Friday is one of my favorite celebrations of the year. No, it’s not Saint Patrick’s Day. It’s not even        

Easter or Christmas. March 19th, the feast day of Saint Joseph is a special day for me, as well as for the 

Church. Saint Joseph is the patron saint of the universal Church (the Church throughout the world). Just as 

God entrusted Mary and Jesus to Saint Joseph to guide them and keep them safe, so too does Saint Joseph 

work to guide and keep us, God’s faithful people, safe as we journey through life. He is also the patron saint 

of a happy death because, as pious tradition states, he died in the arms of Jesus and Mary. A happy death does 

not mean that it is free from pain or suffering, but a death that we are prepared for, in the state of grace and 

ready to meet the Lord. In addition, Saint Joseph is the patron of immigrants, workers, fathers, travelers and 

employment. His intercession has been and continues to be powerful for the Church and for individuals who 

seek the help of one who was so close to the Lord in this life.�

So why is Saint Joseph such an important intercessor for me? Because, just as he loved and protected his     

foster�son, Jesus, as if he were his own, so too he loves us and wants to see the best for us. This is a very 

powerful example to me as a priest. While priests have no children of their own, they are called upon as father 

to love our spiritual children as if they were our own so that they might vividly encounter the tender love of 

God in their lives. I ask his help each and every day so that my love may reflect the love of God to others.�

Pope Francis declared this year as the Year of Saint Joseph in order to draw greater attention to this                

wonderful saint and foster deeper devotion to him and his powerful intercession. No matter your need or             

desire, trust that Saint Joseph is ready and willing to provide for you as he takes your prayers to God, our           

loving Father. This brief prayer is a favorite of mine. I hope it helps you ask for his help confident that he will 

ensure you are always taken care of.�

O glorious St. Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you we raise our hearts and hands to implore your 

powerful intercession in obtaining from the heart of Jesus all the helps and graces necessary for our spiritual 

and temporal welfare, particularly for the grace of a happy death and the special favor we now request 

(mention your request). O guardian of the Word Incarnate, we feel animated with confidence that your                 

prayers on our behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of God. O glorious St. Joseph, through the 

love you bear to Jesus Christ and for the glory of His name, hear our prayers and obtain our petitions. Amen.�

�

MONTHLY DEVOTIONS�

A reminder that our new monthly devotions continue this week with Adoration and Confessions at Saint Peter 

Church at 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 17. Consider joining us for this time of prayer.�

Confessions will also be available next Monday, March 22 at Saint Cyril Church and next Tuesday, March 23 

at Saint Boniface Church, both from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.�

�

SIGN�UP FOR EASTER MASSES�

As we did at Christmas, we are asking everyone to register for the Easter Sunday Mass they plan to attend. 

This will allow us to prepare for overflow Masses, if needed, and ensure that we maintain our capacity limits 

related to COVID�19. You can sign�up now at www.cospgh.org/easter or by calling the parish office at                  

(412)761�1552. Thank you for your cooperation so that we can welcome all those who will join us this Easter.�

�

God bless!�

�

Fr. Nick 
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Reflection   �

 “For God so loved the world that He gave�his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

might not perish but might have eternal life.” �

Jesus’ timeless teaching and preaching continue to be the 

emblematic message for our Christian life and faith  

practice. The Gospel of St. John simply declares this  

obvious reality that has sometimes been forgotten or          

misunderstood.�

�

God does not spare even His own Son for the sake of our salvation.  Nothing can prevent God from loving 

us the sinners.  No one should question or be doubtful about this reality and its teaching�

God’s love toward sinners challenges us to believe in Him so that we have life eternal.  Without believing 

it, we hurt ourselves.  Believing means trusting in God’s love and being guided by His radical love.    �

�

This narrative is contextualized in the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, a leading Jewish leader and 

intellectual who comes to see Jesus at night�time. The contrasts of symbolism of light vs darkness, life vs 

death, divine initiative vs human response, and sinfulness vs salvation become intense.  Had Nicodemus been 

in darkness too long to experience God’s love? He is courageous and determined to meet Jesus, isn’t he? Why 

not during daytime instead of night�time?  What happens if others see his meeting with Jesus?  �

�

Whether we are in the same shoes as Nicodemus or not, he seems to invite us to walk with him out of the    

darkness of our bad habits, ignorance or misunderstanding to meet Jesus Himself.  Jesus accommodates our 

busy schedule and life situations. A real light cannot be experienced until we walk out of darkness into the true 

light. Jesus is the true light by which the true and eternal life can be seen and we are enlightened.  We come to 

know Him when we encounter Him.     �

�

If we are sinners, we need to know that we are not alone.  God loves sinners. God is not interested in                 

condemning or punishing us.  God, like our parents, is “addicted” to loving His children, His sons and               

daughters.�

�

Lent also encourages us to re�experience and “see” the love of God in the sacrificial death of His Son. All the 

Lenten disciplines, fasting, praying or almsgiving that we have embraced should lead us to the true knowledge 

and experience of the unselfish love of God.  He comes to save us so that we can have eternal life.�

�

Fr. Dam Nguyen   �



�
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Lenten Scripture Study with Father DiNardo�

�

The season of Lent is a special liturgical season in which we focus our eyes on Jerusalem and 

the holy mountain of Easter. Through the theme of repentance, we celebrate the Paschal  

Mystery, the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus and our redemption. During this Lenten 

season, we listen more attentively to the Word of God and prepare ourselves to renew               

personal commitment to Christ and His Church made at our baptism. During this                        

Lenten�season, Father DiNardo will offer the study of the Passion and Resurrection                     

Narratives found in the Gospels.�Explore the Passion and Resurrection�narratives�in�your           

personal�preparation for�Holy Week and Easter. The scripture study class will take place 

on�Monday evenings from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM through March 29, 2021. You are invited 

to Saint Boniface Church for the scripture class or by�Zoom. The Zoom links can be found on 

the  Parish Website at �http://www.christoursaviorpgh.org.��

Lenten Almsgiving�

�

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Christ Our Savior Food Bank. The organizers were 

thrilled with the amount donated, and grateful for the generosity of the parish.�

For the next two weekends, March 20�21 and 27�28, our parish will support a local non�profit 

which helps families and individuals in crisis with setting up new households. New Start Ministry 

provides furniture, kitchen housewares, linens, and other necessities to help people in need who are 

starting out in a new home. We will gather the following items which are in high demand:�

new bed pillows�

new or gently used sheets (all sizes except King)�

new or gently used blankets�

new or gently used pots & pans�

microwave ovens in good shape�

You may leave the donations in the marked areas at the entrances to church.  If you need assistance 

with a donation, please contact Mary Swindal, Pastoral Associate, 412�761�1552 or 

mswindalns6@gmail.com.  Thank you!�

c. 389�461 Feast Day�March 17. The patron saint of Ireland, Patrick was born 

in Roman Britain. He describes his life and ministry, including his work to        

convert the Irish people, in his short autobiography and testimony, Confessions. 

Kidnapped at age 16 by Irish raiders and sold into slavery in Ireland, his time 

spent in captivity transformed him spiritually. He was a lonely shepherd for six 

years before escaping and returning home. After returning home, his dream of 

converting the Irish from pagan belief propelled him to priestly studies in Gaul 

(now France). In about 432, Pope Celestine I consecrated him as a bishop and 

sent him to Ireland. For nearly 30 years, he preached tirelessly, made countless 

converts, founded monasteries, and established the primatial see at Armagh in modern�day Northern Ireland. 

Toward the end of his life, he made a 40�day retreat on Croagh Patrick mountain in present�day County 

Mayo. That gave rise to the pilgrimages that are made on the mountain to this day. Stories that Patrick used 

the shamrock to explain the Trinity and drove snakes from the island are unconfirmed legend.�



�

Mass Schedule for the Week of  March 14, 2021�

Date� Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, March 14�

2 Chr 36:14�16/Eph 2:4�10/�

Jn 3:14�21�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Richard “Mickey” Smolin�

Betty & Family�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface�

Dorothy McKeen Parker� Betty Muschar�

10:30 a.m.�

St. Peter�

Kate Cuda� Dugas Family�

11:00 a.m.�

St. Cyril�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Monday, March 15�

Is 65:17�21/Jn 4:43�54�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

George Sestrich 

(Anniversary)�

Family�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Dolores Swartworth�

Christine Bell�

Tuesday, March 16�

Ez 47:1�9, 12/Jn 5:1�16�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Domenic Petitta (Birthday)� Family�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Patricia Rooney� Mark Susany�

Wednesday, March 17�

Is 49:8�15/Jn 5:17�30�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Mildred Malay� Lacki Family�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Edward McStay� Kathie, Eddie, & LouAnn�

Thursday, March 18�

Ex 32:7�14/Jn 5:31�47�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Patrice Cira�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Tammy Napoli� Roy and Anna Loeffert�

�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Angel Cruz, Jr.  �

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Edward McStay� Kathie, Eddie, & LouAnn�

Saturday, March 20�

Jer 11:18�20/Jn 7:40�53�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Sunday, March 21�

Jer     31:31�34/Heb 5:7�9/                   

Jn 12:20�33�

4:00 p.m. 

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Mildred Lintner� Family�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface�

Oscar & Ida Helbling�

Mary Skalos�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

Francisco Sanchez� Family�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Mildred Malay�

This week, the Sanctuary Candles in our church buildings are lit in honor �

of the following intentions:�

Sanctuary candles are available in all three churches. �

Please call the parish office for more information.�

For Our Beloved Deceased: 

��

May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also be one with Christ in His resurrection.�

Friday, March 19�

Solemnity of                

Saint Joseph,            

husband of the                            

Blessed Virgin Mary�

2 Sm 7:4�5a, 12�

14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 

16�18, 22/Mt 1:16, 

18�21, 24�

Coleman Foley�

Barbara Zack�

St. Cyril Church: Veronica Markovich (Nancy Markovich)�

St. Peter Church: For a Friend with Covid (Potosky)�
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Business Manager ��

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records � Patricia Harding�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for 

information of the requirements, conditions and 

options for baptisms. Classes for first time parents 

can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least 

six months in advance of the wedding date. Please 

contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to 

those who are unable to celebrate Mass due to 

sickness or age. To make arrangements for visitation 

to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental 

sponsor, one must be a practicing Catholic and a 

registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update�March 7, 2021�

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Mary Kushik�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Jeanine Ayers�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Council Members�

Thank you for your generosity! 

Offertory: $11,799.55�

Parish Share: $2,564.00�

Building Fund: $289.00�

Votives: $229.00�

School Support: $239.00�

Social Services: $72.00�

St. Anthony School: $65.00�

Human Dev: $177.00�

Good Friday: $36.00�

Easter: $95.00�

Flowers: $829.00�

Bishop’s Ed Fund: $10.00�

CRS�$5.00�

Children & Youth�$5.00�

Peter’s Pence�$5.00�

Update�Pre�Cana for Engaged Couples�

Registra	on for the March Pre�Cana sessions at 

Christ Our Savior Parish is filled (Covid restric	ons). 

Please check the Diocesan website www.diopi".org 

for alterna	ve op	ons, click on Marriage                           

Prepara	on. There are some virtual classes offered 

and classes are also available at other parishes. 

Please contact Jean DiDonato for further assistance.�

Pregnant?  Talk to someone 24/7 �

1�800�712 HELP (4357) or text “HELPLINE TO 313131. �

For free help near you, www.OPTIONLINE.org �

2020 Tax Statements are available by request. 

Please call the parish office.�
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Are you looking for a Christ centered, academically challenging, safe environment, and    

welcoming school for your child? Come and see Northside Catholic Assumption Academy! 

We offer full day 3 and 4 year old preschool programs, as well as the traditional half day two 

or three days a week. Our preschool through 8

th

 grade boasts small class sizes � our largest 

class is 24 and the smallest is 13. Your child will receive individualized attention so that he 

or she can thrive! Our teachers are more than just certified by the state and accredited by the 

Diocese. They are dedicated teachers with an average of 20 years of experience in the       

Diocese. Our school is supported by the Extra Mile Education Foundation and has low       

tuition � $3,600 for one child and $4,200 for two or more children and generous financial 

aid. For more information on our school, give us a call at 412�761�5043 or email                         

rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org.�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski�

� kwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay�

� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy is looking for someone to 

help work in our Afterschool Program.�

The paid position is Monday � Friday 2:30 � 6:00. Applicant must 

have all diocesan clearances.  �

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosanne Kwiatkowski at 

412�761�5043 or rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

�

Since recording the school�wide Christmas concert, the students of Northside Catholic                       

Assumption Academy have been learning plenty of new musical concepts! Some highlights 

include Kindergarten and 1st grade composing rhythm patterns for Valentine's Day, 2nd grade 

rapping about a snowman while playing instruments, and 3rd and 4th grade learning about 

Stevie Wonder and the history behind his "Happy Birthday" song for Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Fifth grade has helped encourage the warmer weather to arrive by singing a Jamaican song 

called "Mango Walk," and the junior high students have discussed and created their own               

protest songs. The students will continue to learn new things and become better musicians as 

the second half of this school year progresses! For more information on our preschool 

through 8

th

�grade school, give us a call at 412�761�5043.� Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!!!�
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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National Kidney Registry

Mark Bell
I NEED A KIDNEY DONOR

If you are interested in learning more 
about my story, kidney donation, or in 
being tested to see if you are eligible to 

donate, please visit the URL below.
WWW.NKR.ORG/SLV339

Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

MRB Landscaping
& snow ReMovaL

Grass Cutting • Leaf Removal
Tree Removal • Mulching • Pruning
BRIAN BUBASH • (412) 995-8430
MRBlandscaping412@yahoo.com


