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Fr. Nicholas Vaskov, Pastor�

Fr. Dam Nguyen, Senior Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo, in residence�

Fr. Louis DeNinno, in residence�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor, in residence�

Deacon Gery Pielin�

SAINT PETER CHURCH�

720 Arch Street�

Pittsburgh, PA  15212�

SAINT CYRIL CHURCH�

3854 Brighton Road�

Pittsburgh, PA 15212�

Sunday Masses�
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH�

2208 East Street�

Pittsburgh, PA 15212�
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Christ Our Savior 

Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

June 13, 2021 



�

Reading I: Ez 17:22�24�

Thus says the Lord GOD:�

I, too, will take from the crest of the cedar,�

from its topmost branches tear off a tender shoot,�

and plant it on a high and lofty mountain;�

on the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it.�

It shall put forth branches and bear fruit,�

and become a majestic cedar.�

Birds of every kind shall dwell beneath it,�

�every winged thing in the shade of its boughs.�

And all the trees of the field shall know�

�that I, the LORD,�

bring low the high tree,�

�lift high the lowly tree,�

wither up the green tree,�

�and make the withered tree bloom.�

As I, the LORD, have spoken, so will I do. �

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, it is good to give thanks to You.�

Entrance Hymn: As We Gather At Your Table�

As we gather at your Table, As we listen to your Word,�

Help us know, O God, your presence: Let our hearts and 

minds be stirred.�

Nourish us with sacred story Till we claim it as our own;�

Teach us through this holy banquet How to make Love’s 

vict’ry known.�

�

Turn our worship into witness In the sacrament of life;�

Send us forth to love and serve you, Bringing peace where 

there is strife.�

Give us, Christ, your great compassion To forgive as you 

forgave;�

May we still behold your image In the world you died to 

save.�

�

Gracious Spirit, help us summon Other guests to share that 

feast�

Where triumphant Love will welcome Those who had been 

last and least.�

There no more will envy blind us Nor will pride our peace 

destroy,�

As we join with saints and angels To repeat the sounding 

joy.�

Reading II: 2 Cor 5:6�10�

Brothers and sisters:�

We are always courageous,�

although we know that while we are at home in the body�

we are away from the Lord,�

for we walk by faith, not by sight.�

Yet we are courageous,�

and we would rather leave the body and go home to the 

Lord.�

Therefore, we aspire to please him,��

whether we are at home or away.�

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,�

so that each may receive recompense,�

according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil. �

Gospel: Mk 4:26�34�

Jesus said to the crowds:�

“This is how it is with the kingdom of God;�

it is as if a man were to scatter seed on the land�

and would sleep and rise night and day�

and through it all the seed would sprout and grow,�

he knows not how.�

Of its own accord the land yields fruit,�

first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.�

And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once,�

for the harvest has come.”�

He said,�

“To what shall we compare the kingdom of God,�

or what parable can we use for it?�

It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth.�

But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the             �

largest of plants�

and puts forth large branches,�

so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.”�

With many such parables�

he spoke the word to them as they were able to              

understand it.�

Without parables he did not speak to them,�

but to his own disciples he explained everything in               

private.�

Nicene Creed�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,�of all things visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�the Only Begotten 

Son of God,�born of the Father before all ages. God 

from God, Light from Light,�true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.�For us men and for 

our salvation�he came down from Heaven,�and by the 

Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and   

became man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,�and 

rose again on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into Heaven�and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory�to judge the living and the dead and His               

kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life,�who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is adored and                 

glorified,�who has spoken through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church.�I 

confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins�and I 

look forward to the resurrection of the dead�and the 

life of the world to come. Amen.� �



�

Communion Processional: Seed, Scattered, and Sown�

Refrain:� Seed, scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown,�

� � bread, broken and shared as one, the living bread of God.�

� � Vine, fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands,�

� � one cup that is shared by all; the living cup, the living bread of God.�

Recessional Hymn: We Walk By Faith�

We walk by faith, and not by sight; No gracious words we 

hear�

Of him who spoke as none e’er spoke, But we believe him 

near.�

�

We may not touch his hands and side, Nor follow where he 

trod;�

Yet in his promise we rejoice And cry “My Lord and 

God!”�

�

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, And may our faith 

abound;�

To call on you when you are near, And seek where you are 

found.�

�

That when our life of faith is done In realms of clearer light�

We may behold you as you are in full and endless sight.�

Preparation Hymn: For the Fruits of This Creation�

For the fruits of this creation, Thanks be to God;�

For the gifts of ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God;�

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we 

are sleeping,�

Future needs in earth’s safe�keeping, Thanks be to God.�

�

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done,�

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done;�

In the world�wide task of caring For the hungry and                   

despairing,�

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.�

�

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God;�

For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God;�

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that will 

confound us,�

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God.�

Prayer to Saint Michael  the Archangel�

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in  battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of 

the devil; May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power 

of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.�

Date� Time� Location� Intention� Offered By�

Sunday, June 13�

Ez 17:22�24�

2 Cor 5:6�10�

Mk 4:26�34�

4:00 p.m. �

(Vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Andrew Greer�

B. Greer�

9:00 a.m.�

St. Boniface�

Dorothy M. Petruch�

Ron Filsinger�

10:30 a.m.�

St. Peter�

Antonina Bugajski�

K. & C.J.�

11:00 a.m.�

St. Cyril� Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Monday, June 14�

2 Cor 6:1�10/Mt 5:38�42�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Philip Schipani� Mom & Dad�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter�

Tuesday, June 15�

2 Cor 8:1�9/Mt 5:43�48�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Joseph Bartunek�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Mr. & Mrs. Ralph A. Kress� Randall D. Kress�

Wednesday, June 16�

2 Cor 9:6�11/Mt 6:1�6, 16�18�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Joe Stiger, Jr.�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Dennis Guthrie�

Thursday, June 17�

2 Cor 11:1�11/Mt 6:7�15�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Ann Elkner�Dillon� Jean DeSocio�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Charles & Marie McKenzie�

Friday, June 18�

2 Cor 11:18, 21�30/Mt 6:19�23�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril�

Rose V. Robbibaro (death)�

Family�

12:05 p.m.� St. Peter� Harold D. Kelly� Friends�

Saturday, June 19�

Saint Romauld, About; BVM�

2 Cor 12:1�10/Mt 6:24�34�

9:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Ann Elkner�Dillon� Jean DeSocio�

Sunday, June 20�

Jb 38:1,8�11�

2 Cor 5:14�17�

Mk 4:35�41�

4:00 p.m.�

(vigil)�

St. Cyril�

Carey/Connelly Family�

Rita Carey�

9:00 a.m.� St. Boniface� Bernice Strahler� The Ladesic Family�

10:30 a.m.� St. Peter�

Pete & Francie Savoca�

Family�

11:00 a.m.� St. Cyril� Living & Deceased Parishioners�

Dolores Lennartz�

Beverly & Don Haas�

Marian Helffrich�

Maria Guthrie�

Benner Family�

Mass Schedule for the Week of  June 13, 2021�
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From the Desk of Father Nick 

Over the next three weekends, three men will be           

ordained for service in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. On 

Saturday, June 12, David Schmidt will be ordained a 

transitional deacon in anticipation of being ordained a 

priest next year. On June 19, David McLauglin will be 

ordained a permanent deacon. And on June 26, Deacon 

Joseph Uzar will be ordained a priest. These new clergy 

have spent the last six to eight years preparing for this 

moment of ordination in service of God, his people, and 

his Church. I have gotten to know all three of these men 

very well when I served as the Vice�Rector of Saint 

Paul Seminary from 2014�2016 and when I have taught 

classes at the seminary and in the diaconate program. They are gifted, generous men and I know that they will 

do great things in sharing faith, hope, and love with everyone they meet. While I don’t think any of them will 

be assigned to us here at Christ Our Savior, nonetheless, I invite all of us to pray for them as they begin their 

priestly ministry.�

It is also an important time for us to pray for an increase of vocations to the priesthood and religious life. It’s 

no surprise that one of the factors behind all of the changes in our local church as part of the On Mission!                   

initiative during the past few years is because we need more priests, among other things. That requires men to 

say yes to the call of God to enter seminary and persevere in their vocation. And there are men saying yes. I 

understand that this year we have at least 8 young men who will be entering the seminary in Pittsburgh. 

That’s a wonderful sign of the work of God in our midst! And while they all may not make it to the point of 

being ordained priests, the fact that young men are considering this life, recognizing the many joys of the 

priesthood and cognizant of the many challenges, is a great reason to rejoice.�

However, the work is not theirs alone. It is our task � their parents, relatives, friends, neighbors, and strangers 

� to pray for and to encourage them and anyone considering a religious vocation. If you, or someone you 

know is pondering what God might be calling you to in life, don’t hesitate to reach out to someone you trust, 

a priest or religious, etc., so that they can help guide you. Or if you know someone that you think has the gifts 

to be an effective priest or religious, tell them. All of us, no matter who we are or to what we are called, need 

the encouragement and support of others. You never know how your kindness could help inspire someone in 

their vocation.�

Whether they are known to you or not, pray for those contemplating a religious call in their life. It could be 

someone who sits near you at church, or who you encounter in a store or restaurant, or a relative or friend. 

May God bless those seeking to follow his will and may God bless our new priests with courage and              

compassion as they are set forth in service of the people of God!�

�

MONTHLY WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS�

Join us this Wednesday for our monthly devotions. We will gather at 6:00 p.m. at Saint Peter’s Church for 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Confessions will also be available. Enjoy some quiet time with the Lord 

and come to know the merciful love of his heart.�

SUMMER REMINDER�

If you have the opportunity to travel this summer, don’t leave Jesus behind. www.masstimes.org is a great 

resource to find a church near wherever you may be traveling. And beyond staying close to Christ while we 

are away, may we also be open to receive from the generosity of others who will share their parishes and 

churches with us. Let us pray that we will receive the same care and welcome that we seek to give in our own 

places of worship. And let us trust that we will be welcomed here on Earth and we anticipate being welcomed 

into heaven.�

God bless!�

Fr. Nick 



�

The Mustard Seed is tiny in size, but great in its potential. Its greatness is valued not 

only for its expansive growth, but also for its multiple services and other impacts.�

The parable of the Kingdom of God as a mustard seed invites us to look at things in life 

wholistically. Whether they are little or big, we should not overlook the small matters in 

life. Small things may appear so insignificant and ordinary that they can be easily 

missed.  Their face value may seem worthless or irrelevant. Their existence may not 

matter to many people. Yet, seeing can be very deceiving if we do not take time to look at the seed and its long�term            

potential. The mustard seed grows so quickly and so large that it provides not just fruit, but also a shelter for birds. The 

message seems to be applicable to many people, our faith and life situations.   �

Not many of His contemporaries could imagine that a tiny baby Jesus, born silently at nighttime and raised in Nazareth 

by a humble country woman, could eventually become the savior of mankind. Though He had been prophesized by the 

scripture, no one could believe that such a reality could be accomplished. Again, Jesus at His birth, like a tiny mustard 

seed, is powerless and helpless. Vulnerably going back and forth to Egypt to avoid persecution, He returned to His 

hometown and later was even denied by His people. Yet, He grew and became an exceptional man, the Savior. He is 

much more than just His exterior appearance. In no way should His humble birth prevent Him from becoming great and 

achieving all His potential! �

Many ordinary men and women, little boys and girls in North Side, Brighton Heights, or Pittsburgh serve as good                       

examples of small mustard seeds too.  They look typical and ordinary now.  However, they can potentially be destined 

for greatness if loving care, trust, time, attention and encouragement are properly given to them. We do not know how 

talented we are or how blessed our parish is or will be until we till the soil to rediscover the seeds of skills and blessings 

hidden there. Many seeds may have been dormant for a long time without being noticed or cared for. We all share the 

responsibility and opportunity for nurturing those seeds.  �

Years ago, I could not imagine that I would have come to America one day. I had seen this country on television or in 

movies. I came to this country with almost nothing. Like a mustard seed, I began with a humble background. The seed 

had originally been sown in my motherland, planted in Vietnam, transplanted to refugee camps, uprooted to America, 

and cultivated in Pittsburgh. Am I dreaming that I have already been in this country for more than three decades, going 

to school and becoming a priest for many years? I do not know if and what my future holds and what will become of me 

in life. Yet, looking back, I am grateful to my parents and family who lovingly embraced this tiny seed of my life. They 

even took risks and were unselfish in allowing me to escape from Vietnam despite possible pirate attacks and other              

dangers on the high seas. Since my arrival in this country, many people have nurtured and fertilized the seed of my life 

and my vocation, molding me into a man and nourishing me into a parish priest whom I am today. To all, I am grateful.�

The parable of the mustard seed seems to invite all of us to rediscover the meaning of the ordinariness or the littleness 

we sometimes overlook. The tiny seed, in our own lives or others, needs to be recognized not only for what it is, but also 

for what it can become, both in the long term and short term. Failing to do so, we hurt and fail ourselves and one another.                                                                                   

Fr. Dam Nguyen�

This week, the Sanctuary Candles 

in our church buildings are lit in 

honor �

of the following intentions:�

�

�

Saint Cyril Church: Carol Schreiber 

(Robert Schreiber)�

�

 Saint Peter Church: �

Dennis Guthrie (Maria Guthrie)�

�

For Our Beloved Deceased:��

May those who were united with Christ in a death like His, also 

be one with Christ in His resurrection.�

Mary Marlovits� � �

� Mary Knight�
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�

Business Manager�412�761�1552�

      Teresa Flaherty  � office@cospgh.org�

�

Sacraments and Records  Patricia Harding�

�

Religious Education  Office�412�734�0505�

�

Sacramental Preparation � �

      Jean DiDonato�jdidonato@cospgh.org�

�

Faith Formation  � faithformation@cospgh.org�

�

Catechetical Administrator��

      Kristen Frankovich � kfrankovich@cospgh.org�

�

Sacramental Program Manager��

      Jennifer Earnest�jearnest@cospgh.org�

�

Music Ministry ��

   Theresa Hammond �

� � theresa.hammond@outlook.com�

   David Butler� stpetermm@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate � �

      Mary Swindal�mswindalns6@gmail.com�

�

Maintenance � John Dey�

�

Clergy Email Addresses�

Fr. Nicholas Vaskov…….......nvaskov@diopitt.org�

Fr. Dam Nguyen…………….dnguyen@diopitt.org�

Fr. Lawrence DiNardo……....ldinardo@diopitt.org�

Fr. Louis DeNinno……….....ldeninno@diopitt.org�

Fr. Ferdinand Okafor..…..ferdggun@yahoo.com.au�

Deacon Gery Pielin………..….gpielin@diopitt.org�

Baptism: Please contact Jean DiDonato for information of the 

requirements, conditions and options for baptisms. Classes for 

first time parents can be taken before or after their child’s birth.�

�

Matrimony: Arrangements are to be made at least six months 

in advance of the wedding date. Please contact the parish office.�

�

Sick and Shut�ins: The Sacraments are available to those who 

are unable to celebrate Mass due to sickness or age. To make 

arrangements for visitation to your home, call the parish office.�

�

Sacramental Sponsor: To be a Sacramental sponsor, one must 

be a practicing Catholic and a registered member of a parish.�

�

24�Hour Child Abuse Hotline….1�800�932�0313� � � � � � Diocesan Vic�m Assistance….1�888�808�1235�

Christ Our Savior Parish�

Sacraments�

Staff�

Stewardship Update for June 6, 2021 �

�

Finance Council�

Karen Smay Brown�

Michelle Cloonan�

Rich Kielar�

Ken Knochel�

Vince Lewandowski�

Hugh Mulvey�

Shirley Novak�

Sue Zientek�

Pastoral Council�

Jeanine Ayers�

Judy Bendtsen�

Mary Byrnes�

Steve Gorzelsky�

Bob Greca�

Jan Greca�

Bernie Greer�

Jay Marano�

Council Members�

Thank you for your generosity! 

Offertory: $9,963�

Parish Share: $1,577�

Building Fund: $137�

Votives: $116.25�

School Support: $160�

Social Services: $667.53�

CRS: $20�

Ascension: $30�

Diocesan: $10�

Peter’s Pence: $20�

Religious Retirement: $5�

Youth Ministry: $100�

Upcoming ‘Second Collections’�

June 13: Parish Share�

June 20: School Support�

June 27: Peter’s Pence�

Please consider electronic giving as a safe and easy                      

alternative to envelopes and checks. Thank you!�

Northside Catholic Assumption Academy�

�

ENTER TO LEARN 

  LEARN TO SERVE 

Principal: Rosanne Kwiatkowski     rkwiatkowski@ncaacademynow.org�

Administrative Assistant: Helene Kocay� hkocay@ncaacademynow.org�

��

Our PreK school year ended on Thursday, June 3

rd

�at Northside Catholic Assumption Academy.�In the�spring, 

we learned about Living Things and grew marigold from seeds, observed caterpillars build their chrysalis and 

emerge as butterflies! The children were so excited when�we let them free in the church yard on a beautiful spring day! In May we 

welcomed an ant colony into our classroom and the children loved watching them using a magnifying glass as they made tunnels and 

worked together to get to their food and establish their colony. The children are ready for kindergarten and have all of the tools that 

they need to succeed as they use their�prereading skills to sound out words and begin to read. We will miss them in PreK but look 

forward to seeing them in the halls of NCA Academy for years to come!�For more information on our preschool through 8

th

�grade 

school, give us a call to set up a tour 412�761�5043.�Happy Father’s Day and Happy Summer to all!!!��
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O’Brien’s Funeral Home
3724 California Avenue | Pittsburgh, PA 15212

412.766.1680      Bernard M. O’Brien, Director
www.obriensfuneralhome.com
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Catholic Funeral  Plan Accepted
Protective Pre-Planning Available

Chuck Schellhaas, Parishioner 

C. Matthew Schellhaas, FD

Robert D. Schellhaas, Jr., Supervisor

 Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

388 Center Ave.,  West View PA

412-931-5497
www.schellhaasfh.com 

1501 Lowrie Street • Troy Hill
Two Traditional Community Funeral Homes  

in one Convenient Location

Stephens Memorial ChapelStephens Memorial Chapel
Edward F. Latkovic, F.D., Supervisor

R. Dennis Hughes, F.D.

(412) 231-1285
www.stephensmemorialfh.com

Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.Hughes Funeral Home, Inc.
R. Dennis Hughes, F.D., Supervisor

Lawrence H. Bock, F.D.  

(412) 231-4193
www.hughesfhinc.com

5% Discount 
with this ad

412-277-4116

 All Home Repairs
• Cement Installation • Retaining Walls • Fence: Chain-link/Wood
• Tile/Wood Flooring • Lawn & Landscaping  • Snow Removal
• Carpentry Repairs • Roof Repairs • Painting • And More          
                              Residential & Commercial - Licensed & Insured
 40 Years experience

 “no Job Too small”
Richard 
Moratto

5% Discount 
with this ad

Stephen M. Brady Funeral Home Inc.
www.stephenbradyfuneralhomes.com

Ph. (412) 321-0495 | Fax (412) 321-0496 | bradyfuneralhomes@comcast.net

LeeAnn Sherman
F.D., Supervisor

920 Cedar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• Wills 
• Estates
• Criminal Law 
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Home Appointments
FREE Consultation W/Ad

412-281-4383

Shirley Novak, Esq.

ParishionerParishioner

MRB Landscaping
& snow ReMovaL

Grass Cutting • Leaf Removal
Tree Removal • Mulching • Pruning
BRIAN BUBASH • (412) 995-8430
MRBlandscaping412@yahoo.com

Thomas P. KunsakThomas P. Kunsak Funeral Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc.
THOMAS P. KUNSAK, THOMAS P. KUNSAK, SUPERVISORSUPERVISOR

 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA 3552 CALIFORNIA AVE. • PITTSBURGH, PA
412.766.5080 412.766.5080 www.kunsakfh.comwww.kunsakfh.com

Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 


