
 
Entry to and Exit from the Church Buildings 

OLMC: Entry and exit will be by way of the ramp door from the church parking lot.  Please use the handicapped button (press 
with your elbow or back of your hand to activate). All other doors will be locked from entrance.  For emergency exits, the other 
exits may be used.   
St. Leonard: Entry and exit will be by the main doors (burgundy awning) only.  Please use the handicapped button (press with 
your elbow or back of your hand to activate).  All other doors will be locked from entrance.  For emergency exits, the other exits 
may be used.  The interior doors will be open and left open until further notice. 
 

Safe Distancing, Hand Hygiene AND Wearing of Facial Covering Will Be Required 
Those who wish to attend Mass are to maintain physical distancing which means maintaining six feet separation between others 
before, during, and after Mass.  NOTE:  members of the same family sequestered together are not bound by safe distancing.   This 
is to be determined by the individual families, themselves. 
The pews of each parish will be marked off with safe distances using blue tape and signs – please observe them.  Because of this, 
and general seating practices of folks, you may not be able to sit at your “regular” place.  Please be kind, courteous and maybe 
even adventurous in trying a new place. New beginnings bring on new opportunities and new experiences. 
Hand hygiene includes washing your hands prior to coming to Mass, bringing hand sanitizer or using the hand sanitizers provided 
at the church entrances, this latter to be done upon entering and leaving the church.  
     NOTE:  The regular cleaning/sanitizing of likely-touched surfaces will be done following each Mass. 
Those over the age of two who are attending Mass will be required to wear a mask or cloth face covering. The only exceptions 
are for those who are ministering directly at the altar.  Lectors may wear a mask/facial covering until s/he begins the 
proclamation of the Scripture, then it is to be removed. It may be replaced upon completion of the proclamation.  If you do not 
have your own mask/face covering, disposable masks will be available at the entrance of the church.  
 

Procedures for Creating/Maintaining a Safe Environment 
Hand sanitizers will be set at the entrances of the church.  We will be disinfecting/sanitizing commonly touched areas following 
each Mass. 
We will be limiting seating, to ensure safe distancing, at each scheduled Mass or liturgical celebration for our sister parishes (see 
times above). While we will not have “overflow” locations there will be live streaming of weekend Masses from OLMC (see times 
above). 
“High risk” persons are requested to refrain from serving a liturgical ministry.  (This decision will be left to the ministers to 
determine individually.)  Ushers/greeters will be required to wear masks and gloves and will be needed to assist guiding folks for 
seating within the church. 
Holy water will not be available at this time.  If you would like Holy Water to use at home, please contact the parish office and we 
can make sure to have some available for you. 
There will be no offertory procession (bringing up the gifts) until further notice. Collections will be taken by the ushers – who will 
be the only one handling the baskets. 
There will be no exchange of peace (it has been omitted by directive of Bishop Brennan and the Bishops of Ohio).  I will indicate a 
wish of peace to all at the usual time of the exchange. 
Masks will be worn by priests, deacons, and Eucharistic Ministers (EM) at the distribution of Holy Communion.  Ministers at the 
altar will not be wearing masks otherwise. Distribution will be limited to the Precious Body and only in the hand. The priest will 
be the only one receiving the Precious Blood. Ministers will go out to the congregation for distribution. Vessels will be 
washed/purified as per regular practice. 
Altar servers will be expected to wear albs.  They will be washed prior to May 30-31.  At St. Leonard’s they will be disinfected 
with sanitizer and/or steaming after use prior to return to the cabinet.  At OLMC, they will be washed after each use.  

 
Distribution of Holy Communion and Sacraments to the Homebound 

I will be available for Viaticum/Last Rites and other Sacraments to the homebound. I will follow all safety precautions regarding 
masks, hand sanitizing and safe distancing as much as possible during their administration.  If you need Last Rites or other 
Sacraments, contact the parish office or the emergency line (740-323-6437). 
 I will allow Holy Communion to be brought to the homebound with these limits: 

· Only a commissioned EM family member may take Holy Communion to the person/s at this time.  The EM must have a 
pyx or borrow from the parish. 

· Great caution must be ensured to not endanger those susceptible to COVID.  If the person is not sequestered with the EM, 
visits must be brief, ministers are to wear masks, practice hand hygiene (see above).  Hand sanitizer should be near the 
person receiving Holy Communion for sanitizing after reception. 

· Maintain social distancing as much as possible. 
 

 
 



 
 

Additional Sacraments 
First Communion will be offered at OLMC on June 13, 2020 at the 4 pm Mass. As with the induction of our catechumens, priority 
seating will be given to the children and their families. Safety precautions above will be followed. Individual plans are being made 
for St. Leonard’s children/families. 
Confirmation for both parishes is temporarily postponed; we are waiting for information from Bishop Brennan regarding 
rescheduling. 
Infant baptisms, funerals and weddings are permitted with the safety directives stated repeatedly through this letter. 
 

Restrooms and Other Public Areas 
Please consider using your home restroom before coming to church.  I am asking that church restrooms be used solely for 
emergencies.  If you really must use it at church (please consider if it is really an emergency) maintain all safety precautions.  If 
they are used, they will be cleaned after each Mass. 
OLMC:  St. Joseph Chapel (Cry Room) will not be accessible. 
St. Leonard’s:  Reconciliation/Cry Room will not be accessible at this time.  Candles may be lit in the Holy Family Chapel, but 
please maintain distancing and safety precautions. 
 
I know this is more than a “letter”.  I wanted to make sure all of our parishioners to the best of my ability are made aware of the 
directives for our sister parishes.  I thank you, again, most graciously for your support and prayers in these challenging times.  I 
thank you, most graciously for your flexibility and understanding. 
 
 Let us continue to pray for each other.  Know that you are in my prayers always. 
 
 Peace and blessings, Fr. William (Fr. Bill) Hritsko 
 


