


Priestly Ordination of Men 
 
 

Question: Why are only men allowed to be priests or deacons in the Church? 
 
 

Answer: One of the most debated and — in some circles — contentious teachings of the Church is that only men can be or-
dained as priests and deacons. Critics see it as a way of strengthening a patriarchal system in which women have little or no 
voice. Those who support this teaching look to New Testament teaching (where we read of Jesus choosing only men to be 
apostles) and the long-standing practice of the Church. This was certainly the perspective of St. John Paul II who, in his 
1994 apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed the discussion on the possibility of ordaining women as priests.  

In the letter, he reflected on the dignity of women and their call to share in the life and mission of the Church, but he con-
cluded by solemnly declaring that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that 
this judgement is to be definitely held by all the Church’s faithful” (no. 4). 

 

This position has been upheld by Pope Francis in interviews, most notably as he returned from his 2016 visit to Sweden. 

The ordination of women to the diaconate is another question and one which is being studied. In 2016, Pope Francis created 
a 12-member commission to study the question from several perspectives (theological, liturgical, historical, etc.). The com-
mission issued an initial report for Pope Francis who later said that the commission had not yet produced a “definite re-
sponse” to the question because of a lack of agreement on the role of female deacons in the Early Church. 

For now, however, regardless of what changes might come from ongoing study and debate, the Church continues to reserve 
ordination to the diaconate to men only, recognizing a vital link between the diaconate and the priesthood and the lack of 
certainty about the presence and function of female deacons throughout history. 
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Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages,  call 1-800
-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The sanctuary candle has been donated this week in loving 
memory of  Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney 
requested by  Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo. 

Project Rachel is a confidential healing ministry for 
women and men who have been touched by abortion.  If 
you are struggling after an abortion, don’t struggle 
alone. Call toll free in Florida 1-877-908-1212 or e-mail 
project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org for help. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by 
The Altar & Rosary Society.     

CHAPEL CANDLE 
The chapel candle has been donated this week in loving 
memory of   Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney 
requested by  Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo. 

Hi, it’s me, your spiritually adopted baby.  I gained another 
¼ pound this 22nd week!  That is a 25% weight gain!  Still I 
have very little body fat but am well proportioned.  My 
skin is still quite thin and fragile.  The most rapid growth 
taking place right now is in my brain.  I know I just shared 
this Bible verse last week, but it is one of my favor-
ites.  “Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a real 
blessing.” –Psalm 127:3 That always makes me feel so 
good!  I love being one of God’s children- our God is so 
awesome!!! 

Saturday August 22, 2020 

5:00PM  †Henry Ramirez 
Req.  St. Raphael’s Italian-American Social Club 
 
Sunday August 23, 2020 
8:00 AM Parishioners  
11:00 AM †Johnanthony Ardolino 
Req.        Harrietta Ceccarelli 
 
Monday August 24, 2020 
8:00 AM       †Don Healy 
Req.  Deacon Joe & Lucy Allison 
 
Tuesday August 25, 2020 
8:00 AM †Roger Wood & Bruce Godin 
Req.  Bob & MaryAnn Beaulieu 
 
Wednesday August 26, 2020 
8:00 AM  †John Bress 
Req.  Wife, Dotty 
 
Thursday August 27, 2020 
8:00AM †Richard Tittiger 
Req. Wife, Natalie 
 
Friday August 28, 2020 
8:00AM †Deceased Parishioners 
Req.   
 
Saturday August 29, 2020 
8:00 AM †Amelia DeFeo, 29th Anniversary 
Req.        Daughter, Theresa Honsaker & Grand-

daughter, Sharon Tice 
5:00PM  †Rev. Dennis J. Cooney 
Req.  Gwen Worrell 
 
Sunday August 30, 2020 
8:00 AM Parishioners  
11:00 AM †Dorothy O’Grady 
Req.        Niece, Diana Decker 

The Church will be open   
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

from 9AM-3PM  



"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

Amen." 
Please pray for the following soldiers serving our country.  If you would 

like to add a name please contact the parish office. 

Staff Sargent Brandon Suarez, Col William Schrader, SFC Sean 

Parker, Sgt Donald Bradley, Private Corey Smolinski, Lance Cor-

poral William Melancon, Private Jonathan Colon, Jonathan Hoising-

ton, Lance Corporal Tyler A Cundiff,  Christopher Henderson, Chris-

tian Guzman, Jesse Newell, Orlando Soto Jr, Army Specialist Ca-

sey J Calvert, Sgt Rudy Davoles, Sr. Airman Corey Kelch, Specialist 

Anthony Joseph Shrader and Airman Brandon Stalnaker 

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. †  God became man, †  

And the Word was made flesh. †  Christ was born of a Virgin. †  Christ 

suffered. †  Christ was crucified. †  Christ died. † Christ rose from the 

dead. †  Christ ascended into Heaven. †  Christ conquers. †  Christ reigns. 

†  Christ orders. †   May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †  

Christ went through their midst in Peace, †  And the Word was made flesh. 

†  Christ is with us in Mary. †  Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of 

the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won.  †  Holy God! †  Holy 

Powerful God! †  Holy Immortal God! †  Have mercy on us.  Amen!   



The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) is an annual opportunity for 
every member of our Faith family to support the life-changing 
work and outreach programs of the Diocese of Venice. The pro-
grams and services assisted by the CFA, make a meaningful im-
pact on the lives of individuals, families and communities. By sup-
porting the CFA, you share in the work of Christ and the grace of 
Catholic discipleship. Remember, “The generous will be blessed, 
for they share … with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9). 
 

The following are possible suggestions on how to make your 
gift:  

• Credit or debit card can be used for a one-time gift or a monthly 
amount.  Please send us the information via the pledge card or Vis-
it www.dioceseofvenice.org, click on Catholic Faith Appeal Donate 
Now.  
• Check made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal.  
• Gift of Securities – Federal tax laws allow a charitable deduction 
for the full market value of the appreciated securities on the date of 
your gift.  
• IRA – In 2020 the law changed, requiring those 72 years and 
older to begin taking a required minimum distribution (RMD) 
from their individual retirement account (IRA). However, only 
those who will turn 70½ (born on or after July 1, 1949) in 2020 or 
later may wait until age 72 to begin taking required distributions. If 
you are currently receiving RMDs (or should be) because you are 
over age 70½, you must continue taking these RMDs.  For tradi-
tional accounts this income is taxable! To avoid paying taxes on 
this income while also meeting the obligation of the RMD, you 
may designate the distribution as a gift directly from the IRA cus-
todian to the CFA. You can donate up to $100,000 and married 
couples can donate up to $200,000 if the spouse has a separate 
IRA. 
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HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK

 Complete Arrangements in
 one visit to one location

 239-334-4880
12777 State Rd. 82  •  Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers

Westminster
Dental

for
Your Dental Needs

• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,

Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

Attorneys
Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas
Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration

Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial 

consultation at: 239-437-1197
www.warnocklawgroup.com
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 6843 Porto Fino Circle
 Fort Myers, FL 33912
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