CONTACT US

2514 Lee Boulevard
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

(239) 369-1831
parishoffice@saintraphaelccla.org
www.saintraphaelcc.net

MASS TIMES

Monday - Friday | 8AM

Saturday | 8AM, 5PM

Sunday 8AM, 10AM, 12Noon (English)
5:30PM (Espaniol)

CONFESSIONS

Wednesday | 6PM-7PM
Saturday | 4PM-4:45PM
Sunday | 4:30PM-5:15PM (Espafiol)

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Michal Szyszka, Administrator

Rev. Deacon Joseph W. Allison,
Director of Religious Education

Rev. Deacon Edward J. Gwiazda
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“His master said to him, "Well done, my good and faithful
servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, | will give you
great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy. " - Mt 25:21

%k by Androy Mironov (httpu//an
ts from the Lectionary for Maxs

PRAYER TO ST. RAPHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL

Glorious Archangel St.
Raphael, great prince of the
heavenly court, you are
illustrious for your gifts of
wisdom and grace. You are a
guide of those who journey by
land or sea or air, consoler of

afflicted, and refuge of sinners.

| beg you, assist me in all my
needs and in all the sufferings
of this life, as once you helped

the young Tobias on his
travels. Because you are the
“medicine of God,” | humbly
pray you to heal the many
infirmities of my soul and the
ills that afflict my bodly. |
especially ask you the favour
(name it) and the great grace
of purity to prepare me to be
the temple of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



SCHEDULE AND RESOURCES

Baptisms - Parents must be
registered parishioners. Call the
parish office for more information.

Marriages - Please contact a priest

at least six months prior to the date.

For information on other
sacraments or sick calls please call
the rectory.

Kindergarten-6 Grade Classes -
Contact Deacon Joe Allison for
online registration.

7th & 8th Grade Classes - Contact
Deacon Joe Alison for online
registration.

Confirmation Sacramental Prep
Classes— Wednesday 6:30-9:00PM

Communion Sacramental Prep
Classes - Sunday 1-9PM (time varies
according to group).

RCIA - Monday 7-9 PM in Spanish &
Tuesday 7-9PM in English

Catholic Charities - 239-337-4193

Can Catholics Gamble?

Prayer Line - Please call 369-3111 and
leave your prayer request on the
recording or email it to:
dorothybress@gmail.com

Perpetual Adoration - The chapel is
open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Pregnancy Resources - Any woman
who is pregnant and in need can
turn to the pro-life movement for
help. Community Pregnancy Clinic
689-1543, Birthright 1-800-550-4900,
Carenet/Heartbeat 1-800-395-HELP
or Bethany Christian Services
1-800-238-4269.

Knights of Columbus - For more
information on St. Raphael's K of C
#6265 please call 369-5632 or see the
website KofC6265.0rg.

Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary - 1st Thursday of the month
7:00-8:30PM in the Knights Hall. For
more information see the Knights of
Columbus website or call Kris
Repnyek at 239-691-5301.

Knights of Columbus Maidens of
The Blessed Mother - Catholic girls

age 10-17. For more information call
M.J. at 239-410-7655.

Secular Carmelites Community -
3rd Sunday of the month from 2-
5PM in the school building. Please
call Pedro Gonzalez at 239-292-3996
for more information.

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays in the
school building at 2:200PM.

Altar & Rosary Society - Ist Fridays
following Mass September-May.

Cristo Rey (Spanish Charismatic)
Prayer Group - Thursdays at 7.00PM
in the parish hall.

Emaus: Men’s/Women's Groups -
Mondays at 7PM in the parish hall.

Haitian Prayer Group - Tuesdays in
the school building at 7PM. For
more information call 491-6719.

A Walk with St. Monica Prayer
Group - Ist Thursday of the month in
the Church at 9:00AM. For more
information call Mary at
239-491-8103.

Question: The Bible says that Jesus condemned gambling, but I notice that so many parishes have them at
festivals and other events. What’s correct?

Answer:

Although Jesus speaks of our relationship with material wealth and the very human struggle with greed, the gos-
pels do not include any specific instructions related to gambling. At the same time, the Church is very sensitive to
the needs of those who might struggle with an addiction to gambling, and pastoral care should always be offered
to those who struggle with this reality in their life.

While it is true that many parish or school communities include gambling or games of chance in festivals and
fundraisers (e.g. bingo, roulette, ring tossing, dunking booths, etc.), there is nothing inherently wrong these sorts
of events, given they are played fairly and within the limits of reason are not morally objectionable. As the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church reminds us: “Games of chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves
contrary to justice. They become morally unacceptable when they deprive someone of what is necessary to pro-
vide for his needs and those of others” (no. 2413).

As in all things, moderation and a sense of healthy limits should be applied to gambling and games of chance. For
those who find themselves living with addiction to gambling, help is available in various 12-step and addiction
recovery programs.
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