Obligation: Mass or Communion?
Question: Are Catholics obligated to attend Mass each Sunday, or receive Communion each Sunday?
Answer:
The questions about Mass attendance and the reception of Holy Communion are clearly outlined in what are traditionally
called the “Precepts” of the Church. These specific teachings are intended to stand alongside the Ten Commandments as
fundamental practices for Catholics and are outlined in the Code of Canon Law. The obligations related to Mass attendance
and receiving Communion are outlined in the first and third precepts, which we find quoted in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (no. 2042):
The first precept ("You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor") requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as well as the principal liturgical
feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, and by resting from those works
and activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days.
The third precept ("You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season") guarantees
as a minimum the reception of the Lord's Body and Blood in connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and center of the Christian liturgy.
Rather than seeing these as obligations that are simply to be fulfilled out of a sense of duty, Pope Saint John Paul II reminds
us of the grace that is made available to us when we gather for Sunday celebrations of the Eucharist: “Sunday is the day
which is at the very heart of the Christian life… Time given to Christ is never time lost, but is rather time gained, so that our
relationships and indeed our whole life may become more profoundly human” (Dies Domini, no. 7).
©LPi

Saturday December 12, 2020
5:00PM
†Ian Wezkiewicz
Req.
Dennis & Marianne Burgener
Sunday December 13, 2020
8:00AM
Parishioners
10:00AM
†Hector Ramos
Req.
Sister, Olga
12Noon
†Rev. Dennis Cooney, Patricia, Benedict,
Maureen & Joseph
Req.
Sister Providence
Monday December 14, 2020
8:00 AM
†Thomas Hirchak
Req.
Michael Orzepowski

ALTAR FLOWERS
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by
The Altar & Rosary Society
SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney
requested by Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.
CHAPEL CANDLE
The chapel candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney
requested by Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.

Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages, call 1-800
-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Tuesday December 15, 2020
8:00AM
†Earl Oxier
Req.
Eric & Celia Myer
Wednesday December 16, 2020
8:00AM
†Rev. Dennis J. Cooney
Req.
Whipple Family
Thursday December 17, 2020
8:00AM
†Robert S. James
Req.
Wife, Frenny
Friday December 18, 2020
8:00AM
†Deceased Parishioners

Saturday December 19, 2020
8:00AM
†Marge Harrington
Req.
John & Beverly Migyanko
5:00PM
†DeFeo Family Members
Req.
Theresa Honsaker & Sharon Tice
Sunday December 20, 2020
8:00AM
Parishioners
10:00AM
†Alessandro D’Anna
Req.
Friends, James & Dolores Handleton
12Noon
†Rev. Dennis Cooney & Bill Rahmes
Req.
Mary Rahmes

MASSES IN DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS EVE:
-Thursday, December 24th - 5PM and 12AM (midnight)
CHRISTMAS DAY:
-Friday, December 25th - 9AM and 11AM
THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR:
-Thursday, December 31st - 8AM and 5PM
NEW YEAR - MARY, MOTHER OF GOD:
-Friday, January 1st - 9AM and 11AM

The Rotary Club will be serving Christmas Dinner on December 25th. The dinner will be take out only. Please pull
up under the breezeway by the parish hall to pick up your
meal from 11:30AM-2:00PM All are welcome! No reservations are needed– just show up
Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” - Join Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice,
for his monthly radio program on Relevant Radio.
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at
8:30AM on the last Friday of each month on 1410 AM and
106.7 FM in Fort Myers. All can listen at https://
dioceseofvenice.org/our-bishop/relevant-radio-podcasts.
Hi, it’s me, your spiritually adopted baby. It’s almost
time for me to be born! Thank you Lord for choosing me
and loving me into life! Your love is beyond comprehension! Every beating of my heart is yet another gift from
you. Help me to always treasure the gift of life with its
many blessings, those blessings I enjoy as well as those
blessings in disguise that I am not yet able to understand. Only you, Lord, are able to see the entire “big picture” of my life, so I trust in you and ask you to please
guide the rest of my life so that I may live a life pleasing to
you! Amen

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. † God became man, †
And the Word was made flesh. † Christ was born of a Virgin. † Christ
suffered. † Christ was crucified. † Christ died. † Christ rose from the
dead. † Christ ascended into Heaven. † Christ conquers. † Christ reigns.
† Christ orders. † May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †
Christ went through their midst in Peace, † And the Word was made flesh.
† Christ is with us in Mary. † Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won. † Holy God! † Holy
Powerful God! † Holy Immortal God! † Have mercy on us. Amen!

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
Amen."
Please pray for the following soldiers serving our country. If you would
like to add a name please contact the parish office.
Staff Sargent Brandon Suarez,
Col William Schrader, SFC Sean
Parker, Sgt Donald Bradley, Private Corey Smolinski, Lance Corporal William Melancon, Private Jonathan Colon, Jonathan Hoisington, Lance Corporal Tyler A Cundiff, Christopher Henderson, Christian Guzman, Jesse Newell, Orlando Soto Jr, Army Specialist Casey J Calvert, Sgt Rudy Davoles, Sr. Airman Corey Kelch, Specialist
Anthony Joseph Shrader and Airman Brandon Stalnaker

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral, educational, and charitable support of those in need throughout the Diocese of Venice. In addition, our Parish also benefits from the CFA if
we exceed our goal of $150,000.00 Currently, our Parish is at 26%
of this goal. Please join the many in our Parish family who have already made a gift to the 2020 Catholic Faith Appeal. Your gift will
make a difference in the lives of those who are assisted by the programs and ministries funded through the CFA as well as our own
Parish community.
To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/ or
complete a pledge envelope located at the back of the church and
submit it either to the Parish office or in the offertory basket.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

Help Your Parish - During these challenging times, Parishes face increased risk of
financial shortfalls due to the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic and its effects on
everyday life. Parishes depend on weekly
financial gifts to continue their ministries,
especially in this critical time of crisis.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to
the parish by using your envelopes, mailing
your contribution or online giving. Together
we will navigate through this pandemic, aid
those in need, and secure the road ahead for
the Parishes within the Diocese of Venice.
Please continue to pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have died, for the recovery of the sick, for the strength of healthcare
workers and caregivers, as well as for an
end to this health crisis. Thank you for your
generosity.

THE LEVINS WARNOCK
LAW GROUP
Attorneys

Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration
Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial
consultation at: 239-437-1197

www.warnocklawgroup.com

Fort Myers Office:
6843 Porto Fino Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Westminster

Dental

for
Your Dental Needs
• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,
Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK
Complete Arrangements in
one visit to one location

239-334-4880
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