Apostles vs. Disciples
Question: What is the difference between apostles and disciples
Answer: When we look at the gospel accounts of the life of Jesus, we see two special titles applied to his followers: apostles and disciples. At first glance, we might think that these two words are interchangeable, but when
we look at what each one means, we quickly see that the evangelists were using them very specifically. When we
look more closely, we see that while Jesus had many disciples, the group of apostles was much more limited and
referred to Jesus’ closest collaborators.
The word apostle essentially means “one who is sent forth” or, as we might think of it today, “an ambassador.”
The group of apostles — sometimes called the Twelve — included those twelve men who formed Jesus’ inner
circle (see Mark 3:13-14; Luke 6:12-13). It was this group that received the gift of the Holy Spirit and who were
sent out by Jesus with the special mission of forgiving sins on that first Easter Sunday (see John 20:19-23). In
time, the Catholic Tradition also recognize Saint Paul and Saint Barnabas as apostles, recognizing that they also
shared the mandate of going out in the Lord’s name to pray, to bless, and to preach. In 2016, during the Jubilee of
Mercy, Pope Francis raised the liturgical celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene to the rank of feast, recognizing
that she also received a special mandate to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ resurrection to the Eleven, becoming
the “apostle to the apostles.” In a particular way, the bishops continue the mission of the apostles in our own
time.
When we think of the word disciple, we see that it has a very different meaning. Rather than referring to those
who were sent out to carry on the mission of Jesus, disciple literally means “student” or, more specially, an
“apprentice learner.” The task of the disciple is to learn and integrate into their lives the teachings, values, and
way of life of their master teacher. Although a disciple might be called on to explain or represent aspects of their
life, in light of the teachings they receive from this master teacher, Christian discipleship is ultimately about living our lives with faith and integrity, guided by the life and mission of Jesus, our Master Teacher. The call to discipleship is the common vocation of all Christians. ©LPi

Saturday December 19, 2020
5:00PM
†DeFeo Family Members
Req.
Theresa Honsaker & Sharon Tice
Sunday December 20, 2020
8:00AM
Parishioners
10:00AM
†Alessandro D’Anna
Req.
Friends, James & Dolores Handleton
12Noon
†Rev. Dennis Cooney & Bill Rahmes
Req.
Mary Rahmes
Monday December 21, 2020
8:00AM
†Wanda Vermillion
Req.
Sharon Tice

ALTAR FLOWERS
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by
The Renaissance Committee.
SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Maria Guadalupe DeLaRosa requested by
Family.
CHAPEL CANDLE
The chapel candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Maria Guadalupe DeLaRosa & Benito DeLaRosa requested by Family.

Tuesday December 22, 2020
8:00AM
†Rev. Dennis J. Cooney
Req.
Delores James
Wednesday December 23, 2020
8:00AM
†Sr. Francisca Marie, Rev. Kennett
Walker & Rev. Walter Bratus
Req.
Friend
Thursday December 24, 2020
8:00AM
†Rev. Dennis J. Cooney
Req.
Guirlande Delva
5:00PM
†Maria Guadalupe DeLaRosa & Benito
DeLaRosa
Req.
Family
7:00PM
†Lorie Thompson
Req.
Friend
12Midnight
†Grace Hipp
Req.
Fran LaScala & Family

Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages, call 1-800
-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

MASSES IN DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS EVE:
-Thursday, December 24th - 5PM, 7PM and 12AM
(midnight)

Friday December 25, 2020
9:00AM
†Richard Tittiger
Req.
Wife, Natalie
11AM
†Felix L. & Rita Reina
Req.
Daughter, Fran LaScala & Family

CHRISTMAS DAY:

Saturday December 26, 2020
8:00AM
†Grace Hipp
Req.
Husband, Ken Hipp
5:00PM
†Joyce Eller
Req.
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mansur

-Thursday, December 31st - 8AM and 5PM

Sunday December 27, 2020
8:00AM
Parishioners
10:00AM
†Bob James
Req.
Fran LaScala & Family
12Noon
†Eva Johnson
Req.
Diane Waletzko
The Rotary Club will be serving Christmas Dinner on December 25th. The dinner will be take out only. Please pull
up under the breezeway by the parish hall to pick up your
meal from 11:30AM-2:00PM All are welcome! No reservations are needed– just show up

-Friday, December 25th - 9AM and 11AM
THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR:

NEW YEAR - MARY, MOTHER OF GOD:
-Friday, January 1st - 9AM and 11AM

“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” - Join Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice,
for his monthly radio program on Relevant Radio.
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at
8:30AM on the last Friday of each month on 1410 AM and
106.7 FM in Fort Myers. All can listen at https://
dioceseofvenice.org/our-bishop/relevant-radio-podcasts.

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. † God became man, †
And the Word was made flesh. † Christ was born of a Virgin. † Christ
suffered. † Christ was crucified. † Christ died. † Christ rose from the
dead. † Christ ascended into Heaven. † Christ conquers. † Christ reigns.
† Christ orders. † May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †
Christ went through their midst in Peace, † And the Word was made flesh.
† Christ is with us in Mary. † Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won. † Holy God! † Holy
Powerful God! † Holy Immortal God! † Have mercy on us. Amen!

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
Amen."
Please pray for the following soldiers serving our country. If you would
like to add a name please contact the parish office.
Staff Sargent Brandon Suarez,
Col William Schrader, SFC Sean
Parker, Sgt Donald Bradley, Private Corey Smolinski, Lance Corporal William Melancon, Private Jonathan Colon, Jonathan Hoisington, Lance Corporal Tyler A Cundiff, Christopher Henderson, Christian Guzman, Jesse Newell, Orlando Soto Jr, Army Specialist Casey J Calvert, Sgt Rudy Davoles, Sr. Airman Corey Kelch, Specialist
Anthony Joseph Shrader and Airman Brandon Stalnaker

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral, educational, and charitable support of those in need throughout the Diocese of Venice. In addition, our Parish also benefits from the CFA if
we exceed our goal of $150,000.00 Currently, our Parish is at 26%
of this goal. Please join the many in our Parish family who have already made a gift to the 2020 Catholic Faith Appeal. Your gift will
make a difference in the lives of those who are assisted by the programs and ministries funded through the CFA as well as our own
Parish community.
To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/ or
complete a pledge envelope located at the back of the church and
submit it either to the Parish office or in the offertory basket.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

Help Your Parish - During these challenging times, Parishes face increased risk of
financial shortfalls due to the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic and its effects on
everyday life. Parishes depend on weekly
financial gifts to continue their ministries,
especially in this critical time of crisis.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to
the parish by using your envelopes, mailing
your contribution or online giving. Together
we will navigate through this pandemic, aid
those in need, and secure the road ahead for
the Parishes within the Diocese of Venice.
Please continue to pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have died, for the recovery of the sick, for the strength of healthcare
workers and caregivers, as well as for an
end to this health crisis. Thank you for your
generosity.

THE LEVINS WARNOCK
LAW GROUP
Attorneys

Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration
Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial
consultation at: 239-437-1197

www.warnocklawgroup.com

Fort Myers Office:
6843 Porto Fino Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Westminster

Dental

for
Your Dental Needs
• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,
Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK
Complete Arrangements in
one visit to one location

239-334-4880

12777 State Rd. 82 • Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers
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