Location of Blessed Sacrament
Question:
Why do parishes have the Blessed Sacrament in a separate room?
Answer:
While many Catholics of a certain age have memories of the Blessed Sacrament being housed in the tabernacle on the high
altar of the church, many parishes in the decades since the Second Vatican Council have chosen to build a separate space —
a reservation chapel — where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. Although this practice is not universal, it is in keeping with the
guidance offered by the US Bishops in their document Built of Living Stones (see nos 77-78). The goal is to create a space
that is separated from the nave and sanctuary, but which is “integrally connected with the church” which can foster
“reverence and can provide the quiet and focus needed for personal prayer.” This can be especially important for communities that have continuous eucharistic adoration, allowing people to come and pray in a space separate from the normal activities of parish life.
The practice of reserving the Eucharist in a separate space — or in a dignified location away from the altar where Mass is
celebrated — is that it emphasizes the importance of the liturgy itself, which is the “source and summit” of the life of the
Church.
As with many things in the Church, the practice of placing the tabernacle in the sanctuary or in a separate chapel is not universal (as can be seen in visits to historic churches in Rome and other places). The important thing is that as communities
question where to place the tabernacle, they listen to the voice of the Church, explore the ancient and varied liturgical tradition of the Church, consider the needs and life of the community, and also take into account the architecture and limits of the
spaces they might already have.
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Saturday January 16, 2021
5:00PM
†Christine Germak
Req.
Tom & Sue Himmelspach
Sunday January 17, 2021
8:00 AM
Parishioners
10:00 AM
In Thanksgiving to Mother Mary
Req.
Pierre Meme
12Noon
†Gloria Gordon
Req.
Carmela Ramsden
Monday January 18, 2021
8:00 AM
†Rev. Dennis Cooney
Req.
Sister Providence
Tuesday January 19, 2021
8:00 AM
†Donald O’Grady
Req.
Nieces, Linda Zastrow & Rita Healy
Wednesday January 20, 2021
8:00 AM
†Dorothy O’Grady
Req.
Niece, Diana Decker
Thursday January 21, 2021
8:00AM
†Sandra Bradford & Oneta Bradford
Req.
Bryce Bradford
Friday January 22, 2021
8:00AM
†Marge Harrington
Req.
John & Beverly Migyanko
Saturday January 23, 2021
8:00 AM
†Judy Godin
Req.
Natalie Tittiger
5:00PM
†Joan Page, Sandra Wood & Mary
DiBenedetto
Req.
Family
Sunday January 24, 2021
8:00 AM
Parishioners
10:00 AM
†Robert Bane
Req.
Sister, Dolores James
12Noon
Bonnie Rogers
Req.
Geri
Join us on January 21st at our next Virtual event
to hear Tim Staples speak on Why Be Catholic?
Black & White in a World of Gray. Mr. Staples is a former
U.S. Marine and a convert to the Catholic Church. He currently serves as the Director of Apologetics and Evangelization at
Catholic Answers and is a world-renowned author and speaker. The program begins at 6PM on Zoom, please reserve your
spot online at www.faithandale.com. The event is free; however, registration is required.
February 18
March 18
April 15

2020 – 2021 Program

Father Roy Lee, Catholic Evangelist & Leader of
Missions, Retreats & Workshops
Immaculee Iilbagiza, Author & Survivor of the
Rwandan Genocide (Event with Faith & Wine Lee
County)
Dan Hesse, Former CEO of Sprint & AT&T Wireless

ALTAR FLOWERS
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by
The Renaissance Committee.
SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle has been donated this week in
memory of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney requested by Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.
CHAPEL CANDLE
The chapel candle has been donated this week in memory
of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney requested by
Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.

Calling All Men

As men we watch as our world, our families, and our
Church are under constant attack and wonder “What are we
to do?” What is the answer?

Go to Joseph
the Patron of Families and the Church
In this Year of St. Joseph all men are invited to join
us as we make the Consecration to St. Joseph
based on the book by Fr. Donald Calloway.
Drawing on the wealth of the Church's living tradition, Fr.
Calloway, calls on all of us to turn to St. Joseph, entrust
ourselves, our Church, and our world to our spiritual father's loving care, and then watch for wonders when the
Universal Patron of the Church opens the floodgates of
Heaven to pour out graces into our lives today.
Dates and Time: Monday evenings starting
February 8th, 7:00pm – 8:30pm
Meeting Location:
Knights of Columbus Hall
1250 Business Way
Lehigh Acres, FL
We will make the Consecration on March 19th,
the Feast of St. Joseph at St. Raphael Catholic Church
at 6:00pm.
In the most troubling situation in which the Church finds
herself today, the fatherly protection of St. Joseph, first exercised in the Holy Family and then in the universal
Church, is now more needed than ever.
His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke

Please call Deacon Joe Allison, at 239-369-6424, for
more information

Fr. Michal re-opened the
Adoration Chapel on
Monday, January 11th. On
Saturday, January 16th he
commissioned all who have
made a commitment to a
weekly holy hour as official
Adorers of St. Raphael
Parish. All were given a
personal holy hour booklet.
He and Fr. Juan Carlos then
blessed and thanked all who
helped bring this special
ministry about. All are
welcome to join this ministry.
Call the rectory for more information on signing up.
God Bless you.

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform
for us in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. Amen." Please pray for the following soldiers serving our
country. Staff Sgt Brandon Suarez, Lt Col William Schrader, SFC Sean
Parker, Sgt Donald Bradley, Private Corey Smolinski, Lance Corporal
William Melancon, Private Jonathan Colon, Jonathan Hoisington, Lance
Corporal Tyler A Cundiff, Christopher Henderson, Christian Guzman,
Jesse Newell, Orlando Soto Jr, Army Specialist Casey J Calvert, Sgt Rudy
Davoles, Sr. Airman Corey Kelch, Specialist Anthony Joseph Shrader and
Airman Brandon Stalnaker

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral, educational, and charitable support of those in need throughout the Diocese of Venice. In addition, our Parish also benefits from the CFA if
we exceed our goal of $150,000.00. Please join the many in our Parish family who have already made a gift to the 2020 Catholic Faith
Appeal. Your gift will make a difference in the lives of those who
are assisted by the programs and ministries funded through the CFA
as well as our own Parish community.
To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/ or
complete a pledge envelope located at the back of the church and
submit it either to the Parish office or in the offertory basket.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

Help Your Parish - During these challenging times, Parishes face increased risk of
financial shortfalls due to the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic and its effects on
everyday life. Parishes depend on weekly
financial gifts to continue their ministries,
especially in this critical time of crisis.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to
the parish by using your envelopes, mailing
your contribution or online giving. Together
we will navigate through this pandemic, aid
those in need, and secure the road ahead for
the Parishes within the Diocese of Venice.
Please continue to pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have died, for the recovery of the sick, for the strength of healthcare
workers and caregivers, as well as for an
end to this health crisis. Thank you for your
generosity.

THE LEVINS WARNOCK
LAW GROUP
Attorneys

Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration
Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial
consultation at: 239-437-1197

www.warnocklawgroup.com

Fort Myers Office:
6843 Porto Fino Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Westminster

Dental

for
Your Dental Needs
• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,
Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK
Complete Arrangements in
one visit to one location

239-334-4880

12777 State Rd. 82 • Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers
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