GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
April 11, 2021

2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the inexhaustible mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of God,” Pope Francis tells us. The image of a heart has been used to point to the very life source of a person as it is the organ that allows life to
flow through our veins and sustain us. Mercy is the heart of God. Imagine this dynamic, powerful, compassionate, piercing,
embracing, loving, propelling, penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, transforming presence of God flowing into the very
depth of our souls. It is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow through our veins. It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of
our being and leads us to what is true. God’s mercy reveals all superficiality and falsehood, and lays bare all distortions,
empty promises, weakness, and sin.
“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope,” Pope Francis
continues. God’s all forgiving, compassionate love is with us. When we finally believe and accept that Christ’s resurrected
transfigured presence resides with us, we then find within us a strong confidence to accept life’s imperfections and disappointments and move on. Every day is a new adventure in new life. God leaves the past behind and opens doors to the future. It doesn’t matter how many mistakes we made yesterday. All that matters is what we do tomorrow and what we learn
along the way. It is so easy to remain tethered and mired in the past, but there is no need to do so. God is all about tomorrow
and the work God has yet to do in our lives.
Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners and hope for the worst of disasters. There is nothing God cannot
do and nothing God cannot fashion. After all, everything we know and treasure was once nothing, and look what God did
with the nothing God had! The resurrected Christ stands before us with nail marks in his wrists and wounds on his body as a
testament that not even injustice, suffering and death can trample over and destroy God’s mercy. What have we to fear?
Why do we keep ourselves from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from going forward and fully receiving the holiness
God desires to breathe upon us. Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind of God’s presence to kiss all of your sins and caress
all of your fears. Exhale peace.
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Saturday April 10, 2021
5:00PM
†Catherine Sasse
Req.
Lynn Rinzel
Sunday April 11, 2021
8:00 AM
Parishioners
10:00 AM
†Francois Brutus
Req.
Guirlande Delva
12Noon
†Patricia, Benedict, Maureen & Joseph
Req.
Sister Providence
Monday April 12, 2021
8:00 AM
†Franklin & Louise Ryan
Req.
Whipple Family
Tuesday April 13, 2021
8:00 AM
†Rev. Dennis J. Cooney & Rev. Walter
Bratus
Req.
Ed, Sharon & Pauline
Wednesday April 14, 2021
8:00 AM
†Angel Eisinger, Sr.
Req.
Eisinger Family
Thursday April 15, 2021
8:00AM
†Souls in Purgatory
Friday April 16, 2021
8:00AM
Louise Ryan
Req.
Ryan family
Saturday April 17, 2021
8:00 AM
Living & Deceased Members of the
Eggleston Family
Req.
Mary Jo
5:00PM
†Mr. Joseph Beale
Req.
M. Barbara Hartnett
Sunday April 18, 2021
8:00 AM
Parishioners
10:00 AM
†Johnanthony Ardolino
Req.
Wife, Nicole Ardolino
12Noon
†Rev. Dennis J. Cooney
Req.
Victor & Ida Machado
The Salvation Army Lehigh Service Center currently has
funds to assist with electric bills for both FPL & LCEC.
The funding has guidelines that are required to be met in
order to qualify for assistance. Anyone seeking assistance
may call 239-491-6071 or come by the office located at 25
Homestead Road North #42 (behind Joe’s Café and the
Medicine Shop).

Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages,
call 1-800-470-2230 or visit

ALTAR FLOWERS
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by
St. Raphael’s Bingo.
SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney requested by Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.
CHAPEL CANDLE
The chapel candle has been donated this week in loving
memory of Edward P. Rosenstein & James Dulaney requested by Dr. Thomas Gaetano Palumbo.
The Knights of Columbus will be having
their breakfast on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of
each month. They will be serving scrambled
eggs, special scrambled eggs, French toast,
sausage patties & links, hash browns, gravy
& sausage, coffee, juices and milk.
The National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) provides free consultation services to individuals facing difficult ethical decisions related to health care. In emergency
situations an NCBC ethicist is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week by calling 215-877-2660. NCBC ethicists do
not provide legal or medical advice.

Hi! It’s me your spiritually adopted baby. I’m so excited about all that’s happened this last week! Already I’ve
grown to be about ¼ inch long! Guess what, my heart,
which is only about the size of a poppy seed, began beating
this week when I was only 18 days old! Now it is starting to
pump blood through my circulatory system! Pretty exciting
stuff don’t you think? I still look a little weird, more like a
tadpole than a human; but that will be changing because I’m
going to have a major growth spurt this coming week. My
upper and lower limbs, which are going to later develop
into my arms and legs, are going to sprout. My facial features are already forming; my nostril is becoming distinct
and the earliest versions of my eyes’ retinas are forming! “Your hands formed and shaped me” Job 10:8

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. † God became man, †
And the Word was made flesh. † Christ was born of a Virgin. † Christ
suffered. † Christ was crucified. † Christ died. † Christ rose from the
dead. † Christ ascended into Heaven. † Christ conquers. † Christ reigns.
† Christ orders. † May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †
Christ went through their midst in Peace, † And the Word was made flesh.
† Christ is with us in Mary. † Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won. † Holy God! † Holy
Powerful God! † Holy Immortal God! † Have mercy on us. Amen!

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
Amen."
Please pray for the following soldiers serving our country. If you would
like to add a name please contact the parish office.
Staff Sargent Brandon Suarez,
Col William Schrader, SFC Sean
Parker, Sgt Donald Bradley, Private Corey Smolinski, Lance Corporal William Melancon, Private Jonathan Colon, Jonathan Hoisington, Lance Corporal Tyler A Cundiff, Christopher Henderson, Christian Guzman, Jesse Newell, Orlando Soto Jr, Army Specialist Casey J Calvert, Sgt Rudy Davoles, Sr. Airman Corey Kelch, Specialist
Anthony Joseph Shrader and Airman Brandon Stalnaker

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING
WITH MATT FRADD

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral,
education, and charitable support of those in need in the
Diocese of Venice. Our parish also benefits from the CFA if
we exceed our goal of $131,000.00. Join those in our parish
family who have made a gift to the 2021 CFA. Your gift
will make a difference in the lives of those who are assisted
by the programs and ministries funded through the CFA.
To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-togive/cfa/ or complete a pledge envelope located at the back
of the church and submit it either to the Parish office or in
the offertory basket. Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

,
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PORN: SEVEN MYTHS EXPOSED

EPIPHANY CATHEDRAL PARISH HALL

DIOCESE OF VENICE
Know a Young Person with a Drug Problem? Maybe
you know of a young friend, neighbor or classmate who
suffers from drug addiction and does not know where to
turn for help. Drug Addicts Anonymous believes all individuals suffering from addiction have a right to access
recovery, be self-sufficient and independent. Yet, today
many young people affected by drug addiction are deprived of a sense of self-worth because they cannot pay
for proper treatment or access recovery resources and support. DAA provides an opportunity for long term recovery
and positive change through a no cost service. Based on a
12-step program, the focus is on the physical, mental and
spiritual condition as a whole person; contributing to the
individual’s social reintegration in a dignified and efficient way. For information please call 561-420-0930 or
visit www.daamerica.org.
Our parish has been richly blessed by the
fidelity of our commissioned Eucharistic
Adorers. There are still openings on our
schedule. There are a few hours where we
could use adorers to preserve our continued
presence and prayers. Adoration of Our
Blessed Lord in the Eucharist is a privilege.
If you see this as a privilege please answer God’s invitation. Please consider Tuesday at 10:30 - 11:30 or 11:30 12:30, Wednesday at 12:30 - 1:30, or Saturday 1:30 2:30, or whenever you are able. Our Lord welcomes you.
Please call Miriam at 239-2504649 to schedule a time.

During these challenging times,
parishes face increased risk of
financial shortfalls due to the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic and its effects on everyday
life. Parishes depend on weekly
financial gifts to continue their
ministries, especially in this critical time of crisis. Please prayerfully consider a donation to the
parish by using your envelopes,
mailing your contribution or
online giving. Together we will
navigate through this pandemic,
aid those in need, and secure the
road ahead for the parishes within
the Diocese of Venice. Please
continue to pray for the repose of
the souls of those who have died,
for the recovery of the sick, for
the strength of healthcare workers and caregivers, as well as for
an end to this health crisis. Thank
you for your generosity.

March 27th & 28th
$9,393.00
Attendance: 1,178

THE LEVINS WARNOCK
LAW GROUP
Attorneys

Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration
Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial
consultation at: 239-437-1197

www.warnocklawgroup.com

Fort Myers Office:
6843 Porto Fino Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Since 1977

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

239.369.6161
CBPPI.com

Professional Residential
Cleaning
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates

Dental

for
Your Dental Needs
• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Anna Swiatlowska
Cell: 239-202-3307
508-667-8447

Bright Petals Florist Inc.
239-368-1616
Serving St. Raphael’s

Westminster

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,
Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

Hablamos Español

*Homes *Lots *Condos *Sales *Rentals

This Space is Available

HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK
Complete Arrangements in
one visit to one location

239-334-4880

12777 State Rd. 82 • Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers

2-C-4-2
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