


Saint Vs. Blessed 

Question:  

What is the difference between a “Saint” and a “Blessed”?  

Answer:  

The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the Catholic Church has evolved over the course of many centuries. In the 

beginning, those honored as saints were almost exclusively biblical figures or martyrs. However, after the legalization of 

Christianity in the fourth century, new holy women and men came to be honored as saints, and this was often done by popu-

lar acclaim or by the local bishop or abbot.  

It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 to 1241) who officially proclaimed that only the pope had the authority 

to add someone to the official list (the “canon”) of saints. This is the meaning of the word “canonization.” 

Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, including detailed studies of the person’s life and a recognition that 

they died as a martyr or lived a life of “heroic virtue.” Once someone is recognized as a martyr or if a miracle is attributed to 

their intercession, they will be beatified and honored as “Blessed.” This means that they can be celebrated by Catholics in a 

particular country or region or by the members of certain religious community. If another miracle occurs and is approved, 

then the “Blessed” is canonized and honored with the title “Saint,” meaning that they are now officially recognized as a uni-

versal model of holiness and an intercessor.  
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Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages,  call 1-800

-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by 
St. Raphael’s Bingo. 

CHAPEL CANDLE 
The chapel candle has been donated this week in loving 
memory of   Clara D. Mescallado & Encarnacion J. 
Gerardo requested by Penn J. & Rose M. Gerardo. 

Saturday May 8, 2021 
5:00PM  †Gloria Sostre 
Req.  Family 
 
Sunday May 9, 2021 
8:00 AM Parishioners 
10:00 AM †Julie Carner, Danielle DiBenedetto,   

Pansy Kepler, Sandra Winslow, Marilyn 
Prather & Margaret Each 

Req. Paul & Jenna Clark & Family 
12Noon  †Juana Zayas 
Req.  Tyler & Sandra 
 
Monday May 10, 2021 
8:00 AM           †Rose Delaney 
Req.  Family 
               
Tuesday May 11, 2021 
8:00 AM †Catherine Sasse 
Req.  Lynn Rinzel 
            
Wednesday May 12, 2021 
8:00 AM †Ann Lomas 
Req.  Andy & Nancy Fleischman 
         
Thursday May 13, 2021 
8:00AM †Leo Zeitz 
Req.  Wife, Lore Zeitz 
  
Friday May 14, 2021 
8:00AM †Dorothy O’Grady 
Req. Niece, Diana Decker 
 
Saturday May 15, 2021 
8:00 AM †Souls in Purgatory 
5:00PM  †Pasquale Siracusa 
Req.  Wife, Tatiana Siracusa 
 
Sunday May 16, 2021 
8:00 AM Parishioners 
10:00 AM †Johnanthony Ardolino 
Req. Wife, Nicole Ardolino 
12Noon  †Rev. Dennis Cooney 
Req.  Sister Providence 

Hi, it’s me again, your spiritually adopted baby.  I am 
no longer an embryo but a fetus.  Fetus means “little one” 
and that is a pretty good description of me because I am 1 
inch long.  Wow, that is thousands of times larger than 
when I first came into existence at conception just 7 weeks 
ago!  All my organs, muscles and nerves are beginning to 
function.  My eyelids are even beginning to cover my eyes. 
“Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; His greatness 
is beyond understanding” Psalm 145:3 

Traveling Companions’ book club in May, the Month of 
Mary, will be reading and discussing, ‘Meditations on 
Mary, Our Mother,’ by St. John Henry Cardinal Newman; 
we will meet by Zoom, May 4th, 18th, and 25th, Tuesday’s,  
6PM. Please join us! 239-994-7125 

MEN OF ST. JOSEPH MEETING NOTICE 
The next meeting is on Monday, May 10th at 7PM at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall. The meeting topic  will be  
Basics of Spiritual Growth. Join us for fellowship and re-
freshments. All men of the parish are welcome to join us. 

Now that  the Covid restrictions have been relaxed, and our 
Bishop agrees, we are no longer restricted to six people in 
the chapel. Since there are many people who like to visit 
the chapel early in the morning, the chapel will be open  at 
6AM beginning on Monday, May 17th.We will still close 
the chapel at 4:30PM. Consideration will be given to ex-
tending the hours into the evening when we have firm com-
mitments that the hours will be filled. Open adoration chap-
els should always have adorers (and guardians) while the 
chapel is open. With the departure north of some of our 
adorers, we are encouraging commitments from some gen-
erous adorers to fill some– mostly midday and weekend 
hours. Also, we would welcome those who would be will-
ing to cover an hour when an adorer finds it impossible to 
be present. 
 

We are blessed to have a beautiful place to visit Our 
Blessed Lord. Let us show Him we appreciate His being 
here for us.  
 
Please call Miriam at 239-250-4649 



The Prayer or Blessing Against Storms 
Please pray this prayer against storms.  Bless yourself with the sign of 

the Cross when you see the † 
Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. †  God became man, †  
And the Word was made flesh. †  Christ was born of a Virgin. †  Christ 
suffered. †  Christ was crucified. †  Christ died. † Christ rose from the 
dead. †  Christ ascended into Heaven. †  Christ conquers. †  Christ reigns. 
†  Christ orders. †   May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †  
Christ went through their midst in Peace, †  And the Word was made flesh. 
†  Christ is with us in Mary. †  Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of 
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won.  †  Holy God! †  Holy 
Powerful God! †  Holy Immortal God! †  Have mercy on us.  Amen!   

 

- SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA 
VOCATION SOCIETY 

A PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS 
Dear St. Ann you were truly twice blessed to have our blessed mother as 
your daughter and Jesus our Savior as your grandson.  I know that every 
period of our lives has its responsibilities as well as its joys. Today, it 
seems that grandparents have either too little use or too much; either we 
are shunted aside to do nothing, or we are called upon to do everything. 
Help me to know just where my duties lie in my particular situation and to 
carry them out as best I can. Take care of my family, my children, and 
their children.  Inspire them all to follow your grandson and lead truly 
Christian lives. Keep all of us in your loving care, never let us turn away 
from Jesus, and help us in the end to receive the joy of entering into your 
grandson’s glorious presence forever.  Good St. Ann pray for us grandpar-
ents. Amen. 

Merciful Lord, your heart is full of loving kindness. Our hearts are full of 
praise to you. You are worthy of our full devotion. Lord, today we lift up 
our Church to you. We pray for the sick, for the grieving, for the lonely, 
for the broken, for the confused, and for all those who are needy this day.   
We pray that you would bring your strength, your healing, your comfort, 
your wisdom, your restoration, your protection, and your provision. Thank 
you for giving us a church family to belong to and to love. Amen. 

PRAYER AGAINST CORONAVIRUS 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, 
we ask you to guard and protect us from 
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious 
illness. For all that have died from it, 

bring healing. For those searching for a 
remedy, enlighten them; for medical 

caregivers helping the sick, strengthen 
and shield them. For those working to 
contain the spread, grant them success; 
for those afraid, grant peace. May your 

precious blood be our defense and 
salvation. By your grace, may you turn 

the evil of disease into moments of  
consolation and hope. May we always 
fear the contagion of sin more than any 
illness. We abandon ourselves to your 

infinite mercy. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY 
Lord God, we pray for the institution of mar-
riage and the family which is on the verge of 
ruin in the world today. The strong waves of 
the evil one are hitting hard the foundations of 
marriage and many unions are breaking up 
very fast. God, we need You to send down the 
Holy Spirit so that He can teach us Your val-
ues and tenets that can guide us to strengthen 
our marriages. Inspire us with Your 
knowledge that it is You who gave us the in-
stitution of marriage and that You require us 
to respect it and remain solidly in it. Dear 
God, we know that we are sinners and we 
sometimes give in to sin and evil temptations 
that ruin our marriages. Give us the strength 
and support to resist all temptations hat ruin 
our marriage. May our children grow up in 
families that are steady and strong so that they 
can learn Your good values and become pro-
ductive people in Your vineyard. Amen. 



May 1st & 2nd $ 
Attendance: 

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral, 
education, and charitable support of those in need in the      
Diocese of Venice. Our parish also benefits from the CFA if 
we exceed our goal of $131,000.00. Join those in our parish 
family who have made a gift to the 2021 CFA.  Your gift will 
make a difference in the lives of those who are assisted by the 
programs and ministries funded through the CFA.   
 

To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/
cfa/ or complete a pledge envelope located at the back of the 
church and submit it either to the Parish office or in the offer-
tory basket. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

During these challenging times, 
parishes face increased risk of 
financial shortfalls due to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pan-
demic and its effects on everyday 
life. Parishes depend on weekly 
financial gifts to continue their 
ministries, especially in this criti-
cal time of crisis. Please prayer-
fully consider a donation to the 
parish by using your envelopes,  
mailing your contribution or 
online giving. Together we will 
navigate through this pandemic, 
aid those in need, and secure the 
road ahead for the parishes within 
the Diocese of Venice. Please 
continue to pray for the repose of 
the souls of those who have died, 
for the recovery of the sick, for 
the strength of healthcare work-
ers and caregivers, as well as for 
an end to this health crisis. Thank 
you for your generosity.  
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HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK

 Complete Arrangements in
 one visit to one location

 239-334-4880
12777 State Rd. 82  •  Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers

Westminster
Dental

for
Your Dental Needs

• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,

Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

Attorneys
Tasha Warnock, Esq. LLM
Scott A. Cummings, Esq.

Practice Areas
Wills • Trusts • Probate • Trust Administration

Corporations • Asset Protection • Pre and Postnuptial
Special Needs Trusts & Guardianships
Call us to schedule your free initial 

consultation at: 239-437-1197
www.warnocklawgroup.com

 Fort Myers Office:
 6843 Porto Fino Circle
 Fort Myers, FL 33912

THE LEVINS        WARNOCK
LAW GROUP

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Professional Residential 
Cleaning

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates

Anna Swiatlowska
Cell: 239-202-3307

508-667-8447

239.369.6161
CBPPI.com

Hablamos Español

*Homes *Lots *Condos *Sales *Rentals

Since 1977

This Space is Available

Bright Petals Florist Inc.Bright Petals Florist Inc.
239-368-1616239-368-1616

 Serving St. Raphael’s Serving St. Raphael’s


