


Does God Forgive Abortion? 

Question: 

Can a person (the mother, father, or provider) ever be forgiven for an abortion? 

Answer: 

For people of faith, any conversation of human sinfulness should always lead us to reflect on 
God’s loving mercy. Because God’s mercy is greater than any sin, the Church is clear that even 
those involved in the sin of abortion can be reconciled with God and the Church. To help make 
this grace more available through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Pope Francis extended the 
permission to absolve someone of the sin of abortion to all priests in 2016. 

Even with the grace and blessings of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the tragedy of abortion and 
the aftermath of abortion takes a toll on everyone involved. Ministries of outreach and support, 
such as Project Rachel, offer pastoral counseling, support groups, retreats, and other forms of 
care. As Christians, we are also called to help promote this healing and reconciliation in all its 
forms. To learn more, visit www.hopeafterabortion.com. 
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