


Does God Forgive Abortion? 

Question: 

Can a person (the mother, father, or provider) ever be forgiven for an abortion? 

Answer: 

For people of faith, any conversation of human sinfulness should always lead us to reflect on 
God’s loving mercy. Because God’s mercy is greater than any sin, the Church is clear that even 
those involved in the sin of abortion can be reconciled with God and the Church. To help make 
this grace more available through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Pope Francis extended the 
permission to absolve someone of the sin of abortion to all priests in 2016. 

Even with the grace and blessings of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the tragedy of abortion and 
the aftermath of abortion takes a toll on everyone involved. Ministries of outreach and support, 
such as Project Rachel, offer pastoral counseling, support groups, retreats, and other forms of 
care. As Christians, we are also called to help promote this healing and reconciliation in all its 
forms. To learn more, visit www.hopeafterabortion.com. 
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Retrouvaille, hope for troubled marriages,  
call 1-800-470-2230 or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The church altar flowers have been donated this week by 
The Altar & Rosary Society.  

Project Rachel is a confidential healing ministry for 
women and men who have been touched by abortion.  If 
you are struggling after an abortion, don’t struggle 
alone. Call toll free in Florida 1-877-908-1212 or e-mail 
project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org for help. 

Our St. Monica’s Prayer Group meets the first 
Thursday of the month in the Church at 9AM 
to pray for our loved ones who have left the 
Catholic Church. Please join us from 9-10AM 
this Thursday morning for prayer. 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Colum-
bus invite the women of St. Raphael Parish who 
are 18 years and over to join us; helping the 
Knights in their spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy. Our meetings begin on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7PM at 1250 Business Way 
(next to the bowling alley). We welcome your 

attendance this week on October 7th at the Knights hall. 

Hi, it’s me, your spiritually adopted baby.  Got some 
milk?  Gotta have it because I am growing at a rapid pace 
now!  My muscles, my skeleton, and my lungs are all ma-
turing every day.  “I chose you before I gave you life, and 
before you were born I selected you.”  Jeremiah 1:5 I’m so 
glad that I’m a chosen one of God, aren’t you? 

Saturday October 2, 2021 
5:00PM  †Dennis Johnson 
Req.  Denise Waletzko 
 

Sunday October 3, 2021 
7:30AM Parishioners 
9:00AM †Salvatore & Louise D’Adonna & Alan 

Blum 
Req. Family 
10:30AM Doug Blais 
12:00PM †Nick & Antoinette Shirilla 
Req.  Daughter-In-Law Judy & Sam Rossi 
 

Monday October 4, 2021 
8:00 AM           †DeFeo Family 
Req.  Sharon Tice & Theresa Honsaker 
               

Tuesday October 5, 2021 
8:00 AM Broderick Family 
Req.  Dotty Bress 
            

Wednesday October 6, 2021 
8:00 AM †Robert Parsons 
Req.  Whipple Family 
         

Thursday October 7, 2021 
8:00AM †Jeff Schlinder 
Req.  Bob & MaryAnn Beaulieu 
  

Friday October 8, 2021 
8:00AM †Gloria Torres Torres 
Req. Torres Family 
 

Saturday October 9, 2021 
8:00 AM †Virginia Wollf 
Req.  Emma Jones 
5:00PM  Rev. Michal Szyszka 
Req.  Organist 
 

Sunday October 10, 2021 
7:30AM Parishioners 
9:00AM †Robert Beavers 
Req. Frenny James 
10:30AM †Betty Smith 
Req. Steve Murphy & Mary Wimmer 
12:00PM †Rita Ann Johnson 
Req.  Ann Hjort 

Traveling Companions’ book club will  be read-
ing our October/November selection, ‘The Se-
cret of the Rosary,’ by St. Louis DeMontfort. 
 

Please join us as we ‘walk with Jesus and Our 
Blessed Mother while reading the saints and 

others.’ Meetings are through Zoom twice monthly, on 
Tuesday’s at 6PM. For more information call: 239-994-

Wednesday and Friday 
Time from 6PM to 9PM 

 
WHERE: 1250 BUSINESS WAY 

(NEXT TO THE BOWLING ALLEY) 



The Prayer or Blessing Against Storms 
Please pray this prayer against storms.  Bless yourself with the sign of 

the Cross when you see the † 
Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. †  God became man, †  
And the Word was made flesh. †  Christ was born of a Virgin. †  Christ 
suffered. †  Christ was crucified. †  Christ died. † Christ rose from the 
dead. †  Christ ascended into Heaven. †  Christ conquers. †  Christ reigns. 
†  Christ orders. †   May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. †  
Christ went through their midst in Peace, †  And the Word was made flesh. 
†  Christ is with us in Mary. †  Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of 
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won.  †  Holy God! †  Holy 
Powerful God! †  Holy Immortal God! †  Have mercy on us.  Amen!   

 

- SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA 
VOCATION SOCIETY 

A PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS 
Dear St. Ann you were truly twice blessed to have our blessed mother as 
your daughter and Jesus our Savior as your grandson.  I know that every 
period of our lives has its responsibilities as well as its joys. Today, it 
seems that grandparents have either too little use or too much; either we 
are shunted aside to do nothing, or we are called upon to do everything. 
Help me to know just where my duties lie in my particular situation and to 
carry them out as best I can. Take care of my family, my children, and 
their children.  Inspire them all to follow your grandson and lead truly 
Christian lives. Keep all of us in your loving care, never let us turn away 
from Jesus, and help us in the end to receive the joy of entering into your 
grandson’s glorious presence forever.  Good St. Ann pray for us grandpar-
ents. Amen. 

Merciful Lord, your heart is full of loving kindness. Our hearts are full of 
praise to you. You are worthy of our full devotion. Lord, today we lift up 
our Church to you. We pray for the sick, for the grieving, for the lonely, 
for the broken, for the confused, and for all those who are needy this day.   
We pray that you would bring your strength, your healing, your comfort, 
your wisdom, your restoration, your protection, and your provision. Thank 
you for giving us a church family to belong to and to love. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY 
Lord God, we pray for the institution of mar-
riage and the family which is on the verge of 
ruin in the world today. The strong waves of 
the evil one are hitting hard the foundations of 
marriage and many unions are breaking up 
very fast. God, we need You to send down the 
Holy Spirit so that He can teach us Your val-
ues and tenets that can guide us to strengthen 
our marriages. Inspire us with Your 
knowledge that it is You who gave us the in-
stitution of marriage and that You require us 
to respect it and remain solidly in it. Dear 
God, we know that we are sinners and we 
sometimes give in to sin and evil temptations 
that ruin our marriages. Give us the strength 
and support to resist all temptations hat ruin 
our marriage. May our children grow up in 
families that are steady and strong so that they 
can learn Your good values and become pro-
ductive people in Your vineyard. Amen. 

PRAYER AGAINST CORONAVIRUS 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, 
we ask you to guard and protect us from 
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious 
illness. For all that have died from it, 

bring healing. For those searching for a 
remedy, enlighten them; for medical 

caregivers helping the sick, strengthen 
and shield them. For those working to 
contain the spread, grant them success; 
for those afraid, grant peace. May your 

precious blood be our defense and 
salvation. By your grace, may you turn 

the evil of disease into moments of  
consolation and hope. May we always 
fear the contagion of sin more than any 
illness. We abandon ourselves to your 

infinite mercy. Amen. 



September 18th & 19th 
$12,656.00 

Attendance: 1,273 

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pastoral, 
education, and charitable support of those in need in the      
Diocese of Venice. Our parish also benefits from the CFA if 
we exceed our goal of $131,000.00. Join those in our parish 
family who have made a gift to the 2021 CFA.  Your gift will 
make a difference in the lives of those who are assisted by the 
programs and ministries funded through the CFA.   
 

To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/
cfa/ or complete a pledge envelope located at the back of the 
church and submit it either to the Parish office or in the offer-
tory basket. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

During these challenging times, parishes face increased risk 
of financial shortfalls due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Pandemic and its effects on everyday life. Parishes depend on 
weekly financial gifts to continue their ministries, especially 
in this critical time of crisis. Please prayerfully consider a 
donation to the parish by using your envelopes,  mailing your 
contribution or online giving. Together we will navigate 
through this pandemic, aid those in need, and secure the road 
ahead for the parishes within the Diocese of Venice. Please 
continue to pray for the repose of the souls of those who have 
died, for the recovery of the sick, for the strength of 
healthcare workers and caregivers, as well as for an end to 
this health crisis. Thank you for your generosity.  

HELP SAVE LIVES IN FORT MYERS 

You can protect mothers and children by joining 
this worldwide mobilization! Through prayer and 
fasting, peaceful vigils and community outreach, 40 
Days for Life has inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers! 
Here’s how to take part: 
 

Vigil location:  6418 Commerce Park Drive  
        Fort Myers 
Vigil hours:     October 2,9,and 23 from    

       11AM-3PM 
Local contact: Claudia Ortiz     

       Claudiac1993@yahoo.com  
 

Learn more and get involved by visiting our cam-

paign: 

40daysforlife.com/fortmyers 
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HODGES FUNERAL HOME
AT LEE MEMORIAL PARK

 Complete Arrangements in
 one visit to one location

 239-334-4880
12777 State Rd. 82  •  Lehigh Acres/Fort Meyers

Westminster
Dental

for
Your Dental Needs

• Evening & Saturday Hours
• Insurance Accepted
• Walk-ins Welcome

Dr. Loven Litchmore
50 Westminster St. N,

Lehigh Acres

239-368-0047

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Professional Residential 
Cleaning

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates

Anna Swiatlowska
Cell: 239-202-3307

508-667-8447

239.369.6161
CBPPI.com

Hablamos Español

*Homes *Lots *Condos *Sales *Rentals

Since 1977

This Space is Available

Bright Petals Florist Inc.Bright Petals Florist Inc.
239-368-1616239-368-1616

 Serving St. Raphael’s Serving St. Raphael’s

Pre K-3 through Grade 8
239.334.7707
www.StFrancisFortMyers.org

OPEN ENROLLMENT
& SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE
Education you
can believe in.

Contact Scott Messner
to place an ad today! 

smessner@4LPi.com or (863) 875-1101

H & L Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

239-229-6458
Lic & Ins. Technicians

Reliable Recommendations
Free Estimates

Servicing on all leading brand 
name equipment

Customer Satisfaction
Family Owned & Operated
Residential & Commercial


