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The Cities of God 

St. Ferdinand Parish 

C R A N B E R R Y  T W P .  E L L W O O D  C I T Y .  Z E L I E N O P L E  

WELCOME EVERYONE  

No matter what your past or present status is in the Catholic Church, your current family or marital 

status, your past or current religious affiliation, your personal history, age, background or ethnicity, you 

are invited, accepted and most welcome at St. Ferdinand Parish. We hope Christ will bring fullness into 

your life, and that we provide you with information and spiritual support. 

P A R I S H  G R O U P I N G  W E E K E N D  M A S S  S C H E D U L E  

SAINT GREGORY PARISH 

2 West Beaver Street,                

Zelienople 

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm 

 

Sunday 11:00 am 

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 12:15 pm                                                          

HOLY REDEEMER PARISH 

415 4th Street,                        

Ellwood City 

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm & 8:00 pm 

 

Sunday 11:00 am 

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 12:15 pm                                                                                                              

SAINT FERDINAND PARISH                                               

2535 Rochester Road,                                                        

Cranberry Township                                                          

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm                                                     

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 5:15 pm    

                                                                     

Sunday 10:00 am                                                                                                                                                        

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 11:15 am                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  

CLERGY   

Rev. Philip N. Farrell,  Administrator 

Rev. John P. Gallagher, Senior Priest 

Rev. Mark L. Thomas, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. David J. Egan, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Mr. Donald Pepe, Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski, Deacon 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Kathy Bachik, Pastoral Associate & Adult Formation 

Audra Brown, Director of Faith Formation 

Luma Bunni, Bulletin & Website Editor 

Joseph Burkot, Parish Business Manager 

Beth Gavaghan, Youth Ministry, 6th & 7th Grade  

       Program Manager 

Dr. Brian Hart, Director of Music Ministry & Liturgy 

Cathy Nowak, Parish Grouping Safe Environment    

                                Coordinator 

Andrea Wheeler, Youth Minister & 8th Grade      

          Program Manager 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

Saturday 9:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

By appointments only and during Faith Formation 

Classes 

 

COUNSELING BY APPOINTMENT 

Catholic Charities 724.775.0758 ext. 4052 

Parish Office 724.776.2888 

 

DIRECTORY 

Bulletin Email bulletin@stferd.org 

Faith Formation Office  724.776.9177 

Faith Formation Fax  724.776.6640 

General Email  parish@stferd.org 

Parish Administration Office  724.776.2888  

Parish Fax  724.776.2378 

Parish Business Manager joeburkot@gmail.com 

Pastoral Associate &  

Adult Formation 724.776.1357 

Pastoral Council                      pastoralcouncil@stferd.org 

Safe Environment Email cathy@stferd.org 

Small Faith Communities  724.776.1357  

Website www.stferd.org 

Youth Ministry Office 724.776.1920 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

Third Sunday Of Easter 

       4:00 pm  (C) Richard Gruca (Joseph Koscielniak) 

       4:00 pm  (H) Georgina Chunka                                                   

                                   (Sal & Anna Vitale) 

Sun.    April 18   Third Sunday Of Easter                               

      10:00 am  (C) Joseph Kuhn (Tina Krynicki)  

      10:00 am  (H) Francis Walton (Mitzie & Family)                          

Mon.   April 19 

 8:30 am   Jim Harrington                                        

                          (Danette & Alex Mallozzi) 

Tues.  April 20 

 8:30 am  Albert Springor (Betsy & Kathy)  

Wed.  April 21   St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor                         

                            of the Church  

 8:30 am  Ed & Kitty Hanzel (Daughters) 

 7:00 pm  Adeline Shemuha                                               

                          (Marlys & Rick Cherry) 

Thurs. April 22 

 8:30 am  Mildred & John Schaly (Joann Warren) 

Fri.      April 23  St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert,  

                            Bishop and Martyr  

 8:30 am  Thomas Najewicz (Bob & Nancy)    

 Eucharistic Adoration after 8:30 am Mass 

Sat.     April 24  St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest  

                            and Martyr  

Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

       4:00 pm  (C) Joe Kopek (Concetta Lombardo) 

       4:00 pm  (H) Millie Kremer                                          

                                  (Husband, Children & Sisters)            

Sun.    April 25  Fourth Sunday Of Easter                               

      10:00 am  (C)  David Rocco (Meinert Family) 

      10:00 am  (H)  Diana Piocquidio                                      

                                   (Husband & Children)                          

Please remember St. Ferdinand Parish in your will. 
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April 18, 2021 

P R A Y E R  &  W O R S H I P  

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The Sanctuary Candle will burn 

this week in loving memory of  

Living & Deceased                            

of Angela Bagley Family 

from Angela Bagley 

 

PRAYER GARDEN CANDLES 

A prayer Garden Candle will burn this week in loving 

memory of: 

Deceased members of Wagner & Bernath families                                                           

from The Family 

Health of Mike Crooks 

from Denise Schaeffer 

50th Wedding Anniversary of Chuck & Joan Spirk 

SACRAMENTS  

 

Confession/Reconciliation: Saturdays at 10:00 am. 

 

Anointing: Contact the Parish Office before 

entering the hospital for a scheduled surgery or an 

emergency illness, or contact the Pastoral Care 

Department of the Hospital. 

 

Marriage: Please call six months in advance for an 

appointment with a priest. Marriage preparation 

classes are required. Call the Parish Office as soon as 

possible to schedule. 

 

Baptism for Adults:  Through Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults. 

Baptism for Infants: By appointment. Please call 

the Parish Office at least two months in advance.            

A Baptism class is required for parents. Please call 

the Parish Office to register. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: The author of life you put to death, 

but God raised him from the dead; of this we are 

witnesses. (Acts 3:15)                                                     

Psalm: Lord, let your face shine on us. (Ps 4) Or 

Alleluia.                                                                              

Second Reading: He is expiation for our sins, and 

not for our sins only but for those of the whole 

world. (1 Jn 2:2)                                                                    

Gospel: “Thus it is written that the Christ would 

suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and 

that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would 

be preached in his name.” (Lk 24:46-47)                                 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.                                         

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved.                                                                                  

©LPi  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Sunday:          Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1  

                          Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48   

Monday:         Acts 6:8-15/                                                                    

                          Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/              

                          Jn 6:22-29   

Tuesday:        Acts 7:51—8:1a/                                                                 

                          Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and  

                          21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35   

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/                         

                          Jn 6:35-40   

Thursday:       Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/                    

                          Jn 6:44-51   

Friday:            Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/           

                          Jn 6:52-59   

Saturday:       Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/ 

                         Jn 6:60-69   

Victims of Sexual Abuse Hotline 1-888-808-1235 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Office 412.456.3093 

PA Childline 1.800.932.0313 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS 

AND FAMILY OF   

May the souls of our deceased parish members 

and the souls of all the faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, continue their 

journey to eternal life in the heavenly kingdom. 

Amen. 
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F R O M  O U R  A D M I N I S T R AT O R  

PARISH MISSION  

Saint Ferdinand Catholic Church is a large, vibrant 

parish that has a tradition of serving God’s people 

with the warmth of a small parish. Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, we prayerfully seek to serve God by 

the way we worship, celebrate the sacraments, 

witness the Gospel, and serve one another. We 

are committed to live our Christian life as a 

community of hospitality, spiritual enrichment, 

and service through works of compassion, mercy, 

and evangelization. We are called to proclaim, 

teach and model the good news of Jesus Christ. 

We pledge our time, talent, and treasure for the 

fulfillment of our parish mission. 

A Plan or An Accident? 

Every once in a while, something   

will happen in our lives outside of   

our control that just seems to be 

exactly what we needed, and all we 

can say is, “I couldn’t have planned it 

better.” Is it an accident? Is it a freak occurrence?   

Or is it something more? At other times, we can 

work really hard at something, and no matter how 

hard we try, it just doesn’t come about. Is it an 

accident? Is it a freak occurrence? Or is it something 

more? When we look down the road to plan for the 

future, using all of our skills, talents, and abilities, are 

we willing to allow for something more? Are we 

willing to trust that God has a vision – a vision for us?  

God welcomes us into His plan. Are we ready to 

hand our plan over to Him? 

In our passage this weekend from the Gospel of 

Luke, the Apostles in the Upper Room are doubly 

surprised on Easter Sunday evening. First, the two 

disciples who had encountered Jesus on the road   

to Emmaus recount to the Apostles how Jesus had 

appeared to them opening their hearts to the 

Scriptures and revealing Himself to them in the 

breaking of the bread. Then, Jesus Himself appears 

to all of those gathered and explains to them that all 

that had occurred to Him was a fulfillment of the 

Father’s plan as laid out in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms. This was all God’s plan 

from the very beginning, and His followers were 

always meant to be a part of it, even if they didn’t 

fully understand or recognize it. They did what they 

could, but ultimately God was/is in charge of it all.  

Are we willing to allow God to be in charge of His 

plan? 

God has a plan that involves all of US, but WE can’t 

just sit back idly to wait for it to unfold.  WE all are 

gifted with varied skillsets in order to be 

contributors, and so WE all need to do what WE can 

to participate.  WE all believe and know that God has 

a plan for OUR parishes.  Even now WE can see 

where this is going, even if WE may not be able yet 

to recognize the finer points.  That means that WE 

have to act responsibly and faithfully to cooperate.  

Recently (4/7), I met with the staffs of all three  

parishes to begin carving out an organizational 

path that will allow US to best serve the needs of 

OUR one new parish. A lot of planning has been 

going on for months with professionals from our 

three existing parishes to set out a structure that 

WE trust will meet OUR needs and OUR means.  

With one new parish will come all new jobs that 

will globally serve all of OUR faithful. I am working 

locally and with the Diocese to craft new job        

descriptions and devise an interviewing and hiring 

process. With the creation of OUR new parish on 

1/1/2022, I would like to have all of these positions  

in place by then, which will mean that even some 

of them will start sooner to enable a smooth      

transition. I will continue to keep OUR staff                  

informed but also to keep you informed. All of this 

is both critical and difficult for many reasons, but 

this appears to be the direction in which the Lord  

is leading US, and so WE need to follow Him with 

hope. The remainder of this year (and beyond) will 

be very busy, very exciting, and very hope-filled for 

US all. May WE all be On Mission for The Church 

Alive! to cooperate and follow in faith where the 

Lord leads US. 

 

God Bless The Cities of God! 
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FA I T H  F O R M AT I O N  

Scripture Study on Zoom 

Beginning in May, we will be offering the Monday 

Evening Scripture Study with our clergy on the first 

and third Monday of each month. To register, 

please send an email to julie@stferd.org with your 

name and preferred email address. You must            

register by the following dates to receive the Zoom 

link. 

Monday, May 3 – Father John Gallagher 

Please register by April 28. You receive the Zoom 

link on April 29 

 

Monday, May 17 – Father Philip Farrell 

Please register by May 12. You will receive the 

Zoom link on May 13. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

Baptism Is The Beginning. Baptism is a precious 

gift given by God through the Church. Baptism is 

“the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway 

to life in the Spirit.” CCC 1213.  

As parents, we have the privilege of presenting our 

children to receive this gift, a gift that will last a   

lifetime and beyond. 

All parents seeking the Sacrament of Baptism for 

their child are to attend a Sacramental Preparation 

Class. This class is offered multiple times a year for 

you to choose from.  

The upcoming Baptism classes are scheduled for 

the following dates : June 7, August 2, October 11 

and December 6.  

Please call the St. Gregory parish office at                                      

724-452-7245 or St. Ferdinand parish office            

724-766-2888 to register to attend the class.        

Mrs. Brown will send out a packet and email the 

link so you are able to participate in the session.  

“As a body is one though it has many parts, and all 

the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 

so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free persons, and we were all given to drink of one 

Spirit.”  1 Cor 12: 12-13 

ccd@stgregzelie.org OR audra@stferd.org.  
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G O S P E L  M E D I TAT I O N  &  R E F L E C T I O N  

Gospel Meditation                                                                                         

We often act out of ignorance. 

Armed with the best of intentions, 

we think we are seeing clearly and 

correctly, but we are not. We don’t 

always understand the full                    

meaning of things and only perceive part of the truth. 

Hence, our judgments and actions can be impaired by 

myopic, incomplete or erroneous perceptions. The 

meaning of life, understanding of human experience, 

and negotiating life’s challenges can all become                  

skewed without proper understanding and vision. The 

resurrection of Christ is the corrective to our incomplete 

and limited view of life. Looking at things with the eyes 

of faith brings a depth of clarity and understanding to 

how we see God, ourselves, others, and the world. 

Even the disciples struggled with their limited                                     

understanding and ignorant perceptions. It was only 

when Jesus opened their minds to understand the   

Scriptures that their eyes were opened. It was their                 

“aha” moment when everything clicked. We all want the 

substance of our lives to come together, make sense, 

and have meaning. This is easier to achieve when things 

are going positively, and life is good. It is when suffering, 

disappointment, death, hardship, and injustice enter                   

the picture that things can become unsettled and                              

disoriented. Our faith in the goodness and love of God is 

tested. We tend to shift our focus on these difficult and              

challenging moments and do not see them                    

within the greater picture of how God intends life to                    

unfold. We can gain, from the passion and resurrection 

of Christ, the clear vision we need in order to move away 

from ignorance to enlightenment. 

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes   

together and clicks. It can come in a fleeting instant 

when we feel totally connected with God, where we find 

ourselves, others and all of creation. It is a moment when 

all is right and good, regardless of how difficult our               

journey. Our “aha” moment assures us that God is here, 

right with us, in us and around us bringing us a gift and 

blessing we can receive nowhere else: peace. In those 

brief sacramental encounters when we are lifted up out 

of ourselves and centered, we can hear God say, “peace 

be with you,” and we feel secure. It’s all okay. The                              

resurrected Christ has the power to bring this gift to us. 

Some people, as they are facing their deaths, remark 

about this peace. When looking  into the window of    

eternity, they experience a depth of joy and are amazed 

at God’s goodness and closeness. We are called to be 

witnesses to this Good News.                                                                     

©LPi 

Confession & First Communion                                 

Question:                                                                                         

Do children need to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation before their First Communion? 

Answer:                                                                                        

For centuries the Catholic Church has taught 

that a person needs to be in a state of grace                       

(free from mortal sins) in order to worthily                 

receive the Eucharist. To that end, Catholics 

should make an effort to celebrate the                                

Sacrament of Reconciliation any time they                     

recognize the need for the sacrament (and in 

keeping with the precept of the Church that asks 

that we celebrate this sacrament at least once 

each year). 

In the case of children preparing for their First 

Communion, the Code of Canon Law is very clear 

that they should also celebrate the Sacrament           

of Reconciliation before receiving the Eucharist 

for the first time: “It is the responsibility, in the 

first place, of parents and those who take the 

place of parents as well as of the pastor to see 

that children who have reached the use of                       

reason are correctly prepared and are nourished 

by the divine food as early as possible, preceded 

by sacramental confession” (Canon 914). 

While some might question the significance                        

of the Sacrament of Reconciliation — especially 

in the case of children who might not fully                          

understand the reality of sin or the meaning of 

the sacrament itself — a child’s “First Confession” 

can be a wonderful time for families to reflect 

together on the quality of their relationships, 

how they put their faith into practice, and, when 

it is possible, to celebrate the sacrament as a 

family. In the end, the celebration of these two 

sacraments marks important moments in the 

spiritual journeys of children and we hope their 

“First Confession” and “First Communion” help 

instill in them a love of the sacraments of the 

Church.                                                                                     

©LPi 
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PA R I S H  G R O U P I N G  N E W S  

 

There will be no Confessions on the following     

Saturdays due to the celebration of The Sacrament 

of The Eucharist and The Rite of Confirmation,  

April 24, May 1, May 22 and May 29, 2021 at any of 

our grouping parishes. 

St. Anthony Novena at Home                                                      

The St. Anthony Novena will begin at Holy                                 

Redeemer on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.                                       

Unfortunately, due to the present COVID-19                    

pandemic, this is not possible. But, from home, you 

can pray the Novena Prayers. Fr. Mark has asked us 

to pray together from home. On Tuesdays, come 

join your Parish Family spiritually at 7:00 pm to 

pray the Novena Prayers. Please follow this link 

https://stferd.org/st-anthony-novena-at-home of 

Fr. Mark praying the Novena from our Convent 

Chapel. Of course, you can pray the Novena (with 

the aid of the video) any day or time each week 

that is convenient for you.  

Holy Redeemer Bingo is Back!                                

Friday Night Bingo resumed on April 9, 2021.             

Doors open at 5:00 pm, with early birds beginning 

around 7:00 pm. We can seat only 90 people. 

Masks must be worn at all times and social                         

distancing is required. If you have any questions, 

please call Stretch at 724.657.4661. Hope to see                 

you there!  

GLEANER’S FOOD BANK ~ No perishable items 

please! 

The volunteers at Gleaner’s want to thank you                 

for your continuous and generous donations 

throughout the years. These donations allow us              

to continue supporting those Cranberry Twp.                   

families in need. 

One important reminder: 

Please note, that the food bank cannot accept                    

perishable donations. There have been many 

perishable items left in the donation bin over the 

past few months. Yogurt, meat, bread, apples, on-

ions, potatoes ~ all of these items are perishable 

and cannot be distributed based on the food safety 

guidelines we follow.  

Thank you to all! 

Questions? E-mail gleaners@zoominternet.net 

 

Serving Cranberry Township for over 20 years 

Many Hands Make Light Work… 

Help needed! St. Ferdinand Martha and Joseph 

Ministry volunteers will clean the church the week 

of April 26-29. All are invited to join this wonderful 

group, at whatever time works best for you, to help 

make our church shine! For more information, 

please contact Kathy at 724-776-1357 or 

kathy@stferd.org.  Thank you! 

Listen to Mass from your car                                            

Sunday and Holy Day Masses will be broadcast     

on short range FM radio. Simply pull into the Saint 

Ferdinand Parking Lot and tune your car radio to 

96.3 FM. You can listen to the Mass from the     

comfort of your car. Or bring your smartphone or 

cellular enabled tablet and watch the live stream 

right on our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/saintferdinandcranberry.         

Update: St. Ferdinand Facebook page is public 

and viewable by all. You are not required to create 

an account to view Masses, reflections and/or 

posts. Holy Communion will be distributed outside 

of the doors of the Church, you will be called       

forward at the appropriate time. You must be on 

the Saint Ferdinand property to access the FM         

radio broadcast as the coverage is limited. So 

bring your smartphone/tablet OR tune in to 96.3 

FM for all scheduled Masses. 
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K I D S  C O R N E R  


