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The Cities of God 

St. Ferdinand Parish 

WELCOME EVERYONE  

No matter what your past or present status is in the Catholic Church, your current family or marital status, 

your past or current religious affiliation, your personal history, age, background or ethnicity, you are 

invited, accepted and most welcome at St. Ferdinand Parish. We hope Christ will bring fullness into your 

life, and that we provide you with information and spiritual support. 

P A R I S H  G R O U P I N G  W E E K E N D  M A S S  S C H E D U L E  

SAINT GREGORY PARISH 

2 West Beaver Street,                  

Zelienople 

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm 

 

Sunday 11:00 am 

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 12:15 pm                                                          

HOLY REDEEMER PARISH 

415 4th Street,                        

Ellwood City 

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm 

 

Sunday 11:00 am 

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 12:15 pm                                                                                                              

SAINT FERDINAND PARISH                                               

2535 Rochester Road,                                                        

Cranberry Township                                                          

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm                                                     

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 5:15 pm    

                                                                     

Sunday 10:00 am                                                                                                                                                        

Communion distribution after 

Mass until 11:15 am                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  

CLERGY   

Rev. Philip N. Farrell,  Administrator 

Rev. John P. Gallagher, Senior Priest 

Rev. Mark L. Thomas, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. David J. Egan, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Mr. Donald Pepe, Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski, Deacon 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Kathy Bachik, Pastoral Associate & Adult Formation 

Audra Brown, Director of Faith Formation 

Luma Bunni, Bulletin & Website Editor 

Joseph Burkot, Parish Business Manager 

Beth Gavaghan, Youth Ministry, 6th & 7th Grade  

       Program Manager 

Dr. Brian Hart, Director of Music Ministry & Liturgy 

Cathy Nowak, Parish Grouping Safe Environment    

                                Coordinator 

Andrea Wheeler, Youth Minister & 8th Grade      

          Program Manager 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

Saturday 9:00 am-12:00 pm 

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

By appointment only and during Faith Formation 

Classes 

 

COUNSELING BY APPOINTMENT 

Catholic Charities 724.775.0758 ext. 4052 

Parish Office 724.776.2888 

 

DIRECTORY 

Bulletin Email bulletin@stferd.org 

Faith Formation Office  724.776.9177 

Faith Formation Fax  724.776.6640 

General Email  parish@stferd.org 

Parish Administration Office  724.776.2888  

Parish Fax  724.776.2378 

Parish Business Manager joeburkot@gmail.com 

Pastoral Associate &  

Adult Formation 724.776.1357 

Pastoral Council                      pastoralcouncil@stferd.org 

Safe Environment Email cathy@stferd.org 

Small Faith Communities  724.776.1357  

Website www.stferd.org 

Youth Ministry Office 724.776.1920 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

Sixth Sunday Of Easter 

       4:00 pm  (C) Adeline Shemuha                                         

                                   (Denny, Maddie, Nikki Cherry)   

       4:00 pm   (H) Helen Ciferno                                              

                                    (Brian & Bonnie Connell)                                                   

Sun.    May 9   Sixth Sunday Of Easter                               

      10:00 am  (C)  Health of Joan Smith (Family) 

      10:00 am  (H)  Dolores Legrand (Men’s Club)                                                 

Mon.   May 10 St. Damien de Veuster, Priest  

 8:30 am  Warren & Schaly Families                                   

                           (Joann Warren) 

Tues.   May 11    

 8:30 am  William Milbert (Family & Friends)  

Wed.   May 12 Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs;      

                          St. Pancras, Martyr  

 8:30 am  Vincent F. Slade (Don & Alida Masyada) 

 7:00 pm  Helena Myers (Kelly Family) 

Thurs.  May 13  The Ascension Of The Lord  

 8:30 am  Edward Bunni (Wife, Fadia) 

     12:00 pm  Clelia Sciulli (Matilda) 

Fri.       May 14  St. Matthias, Apostle  

 8:30 am  Nancy Meinert (Bob)    

                  Eucharistic Adoration after 8:30 am Mass 

Sat.      May 15  St. Isidore  

     10:00 am  Reconciliation 

       2:00 pm Manzione/ Manzanillo Wedding 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

       4:00 pm  (C) Albert &Marie Kapples (Children)  

       4:00 pm  (H) William Wahlen (Family)                                                   

Sun.    May 16   Seventh Sunday of Easter                              

      10:00 am  (C)  Jack Dunn (Whitesel Family) 

      10:00 am  (H)  George Bluemling                           

                                   (Ruthanne Bluemling)                                                

Please remember St. Ferdinand Parish in your will. 
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P R A Y E R  &  W O R S H I P  

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The Sanctuary Candle will burn 

this week in loving memory of 

Edward Bunni 

from Luma, Nadeem, Rawah & 

Ryan Bunni 

 

PRAYER GARDEN CANDLES 

A prayer Garden Candle will burn this week in loving 

memory of: 

Jean Wolfarth 

from George & Ruthanne 

Sherrie Richards 

from Edna Poelcher & family 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS 

AND FAMILY OF   

Flora Farinelli, mother of Linda Kamzelski and 

Vincent Plocido, Sr, husband of Rose Plocido 

and father of Vincent Plocido, Jr. May the souls 

of our deceased parish members and the souls 

of all the faithfully departed, through the mercy 

of God, continue their journey to eternal life in 

the heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

SACRAMENTS  

 

Confession/Reconciliation: Saturdays at 10:00 am. 

 

Anointing: Contact the Parish Office before 

entering the hospital for a scheduled surgery or an 

emergency illness, or contact the Pastoral Care 

Department of the Hospital. 

 

Marriage: Please call six months in advance for an 

appointment with a priest. Marriage preparation 

classes are required. Call the Parish Office as soon as 

possible to schedule. 

 

Baptism for Adults:  Through Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults. 

Baptism for Infants: By appointment. Please call 

the Parish Office at least two months in advance.            

A Baptism class is required for parents. Please call 

the Parish Office to register. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: “In truth, I see that God shows no 

partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him 

and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-

35)                                                                                   

Psalm: The Lord has revealed to the nations his 

saving power. (Ps 98) Or Alleluia.                              

Second Reading: Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is of God; everyone who loves is 

begotten by God and knows God. (1 Jn 4:7)       

Gospel: “This is my commandment: love one 

another as I love you. No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (Jn 15:12-

13)                                                                                                         

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.                                                

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved.                                                                           

©LPi 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Sunday:         Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/                                  

                          Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/                           

                          Jn 15:9-1   

Monday:        Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and  

                         9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4   

Tuesday:       Acts 16:22-34/                                                                      

                          Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-1 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/ 

                          Jn 16:12-15  

Thursday:      Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/ 

                          Jn 16:16-20   

Friday:           Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/                                                        

                          Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-1   

Saturday:      Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10 [8a]/      

                          Jn 16:23b-28   

Victims of Sexual Abuse Hotline 1-888-808-1235 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Office 412.456.3093 

PA Childline 1.800.932.0313 
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FROM OUR  ADMIN ISTRATOR  

(One) God, for Ever and Ever 

 

Since Ash Wednesday, as you’ve                                                  

participated in Mass, did you notice                                                        

that something was missing, or did                                          

you just think that the priest kept                                                    

for getting to say something? Maybe you couldn’t 

point it out exactly, but perhaps something just 

didn’t seem right. Don’t worry, though. Even we 

who are priests have also felt as if something were 

limping. It all has to do with the Collect (or Opening 

Prayer). This Prayer has generally concluded, “One 

God, for ever and ever.” However, the word “one” is 

not in the original Latin text but was inserted in   

the translation for the sake of clarity. Recently, a                  

decision was made to revise the English translation 

to follow the Latin more accurately and remove the 

word “one”, effective this past Ash Wednesday.  

Nonetheless, the fact is that God, by definition, is 

“one”, and so there’s no need to say it. Shouldn’t 

that apply to US as well? 

In this weekend’s first Reading, from the Acts of the 

Apostles, Peter enters the house of the Gentile    

Cornelius and says to him, “In truth, I see that God 

shows no partiality.” (Acts 10:34 God makes no      

distinction between Jew or Gentile, or anyone for 

that matter. We are all one in His heart. If God is  

going to bestow His Spirit on whomever He wills, 

can we revoke His decision or see that person as 

separate from us? In the Gospel of John this              

weekend, Jesus puts it very clearly, “It was not you 

who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit that will remain.” (Jn 15:16)  

It’s God’s will that we be one in His name because 

His name is the unifying power of Love – “God is 

love.” (1 Jn 4:8) 

OUR upcoming merger is a sign of OUR unity in 

the one God, who is Love. It is God Himself calling 

US in this way to bear great fruit. On Tuesday, 27 

April 2021, I met with Dr. Linda Ritzer from the             

diocesan Parish Services Office to review the final 

stages of the merger process, beginning 2 June 

2021.  

There are outlined a series of meetings and 

communications that will bring US to OUR merge 

date of 3 January 2022. A lot of this work will be 

through the assistance of the combined Pastoral 

Council of OUR three parishes. I continue to meet 

regularly with all of OUR staff members, the   

Finance Councils of the three parishes, a Super 

Temporalities Committee of the three parishes, and 

a Staffing Committee comprised of members from 

the three parishes. Through all of these meetings, 

the goal is simple: that WE become one in the love 

of God and that this oneness goes without saying.  

Since God is “one”, then WE as His followers can be 

that way too. Since WE are made in the image of 

God, then OUR unity should be implicit in OUR 

merger. May the unity of the Trinity be the unity     

of The Cities of God!! 

 

God Bless The Cities of God! 

Scripture Study on Zoom 

Beginning in May, we will be offering the Monday 

Evening Scripture Study with our clergy on the 

first and third Monday of each month. To register, 

please send an email to julie@stferd.org with your 

name and preferred email address. You must            

register by the following date to receive the Zoom 

link. 

Monday, May 17 – Father Philip Farrell 

Please register by May 12. You will receive the 

Zoom link on May 13. 
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FA ITH  FORMAT ION  

PARISH MISSION  

Saint Ferdinand Catholic Church is a large, vibrant 

parish that has a tradition of serving God’s people 

with the warmth of a small parish. Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, we prayerfully seek to serve God by 

the way we worship, celebrate the sacraments, 

witness the Gospel, and serve one another. We 

are committed to live our Christian life as a 

community of hospitality, spiritual enrichment, 

and service through works of compassion, mercy, 

and evangelization. We are called to proclaim, 

teach and model the good news of Jesus Christ. 

We pledge our time, talent, and treasure for the 

fulfillment of our parish mission. 

Please pray with us… 

 

On Monday February 22, 2021 our nation reached 

the grim milestone of 500,000 deaths due to Covid. 

 

At that time, a small faith prayer group formed 

with the goal of saying one Hail Mary for each soul 

who died from Covid in the United States. To date, 

this group has said 37,335 prayers. This is             

wonderful, but there are currently 568,796 deaths 

recorded in the United States. 

 

You are invited to join this group in prayer. If you 

would like to join in praying, then just start saying 

Hail Marys for these souls. Or if you prefer to say an 

Our Father that is also great. Some people pray all 

Hail Marys; some pray all rosaries; some prefer to 

use spontaneous prayer and count the number      

of minutes they pray. Each and all of these are 

wonderful. 

 

A rosary is 60 prayers; or say 10 Hail Marys' in the 

shower; or 10 Hail Marys' while vacuuming; or 5 Hail 

Marys' while you go out to get the mail; or 15 Hail 

Marys' driving to pick up your groceries; or 2 Hail 

Marys' on a break at work; etc.  

 

Once a week, or once every two weeks, or         

whenever is convenient for you, just send your                        

total (since the last self-report) to: 

CovidPrayGroup@gmail.com. 

Your email will then be added to the distribution 

list and you will receive total updates every 10-14 

days via BCC.  

 

Thanks for praying with us. And God Bless all of us  

who have experienced loss from Covid. 

 

CURRENT RUNNING TOTAL = 37,335 prayers 

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS 

 

Heavenly Father,  

from the beginning you have chosen to entrust  

the human person to mothers in a special way. 

We thank and praise you for the gift of mothers; 

for their tenderness, care, and compassion, 

for their intuition and encouragement, 

for commitment and sacrifice. 

Bless all mothers this day. 

Keep, strengthen, and refresh them 

in your loving care. 

May they be blessed by our open-hearted 

love and gratitude. 

Amen. 

Wedding Prayers 

Alyssa Manzione & Daniel Manzanillo 

May 15, 2021 

Dear Lord, grant that they may lead                                     

a life together that is filled with an abundance         

of Laughter, a limitless, measure of love and                       

contentment, and a deep and abiding faith in you. 

Amen. 



6  

MAY  9 ,  2 02 1  

ST.  FERD INAND  F INANC IAL  REPORT  

St. Ferdinand Parish 2019-20 Annual Report and Outlook 

��

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

 

We wish to share with you our financial results for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2020.  

First off we would like to thank you for your continued generosity. It is only with your help that St. Ferdinand  

is in a position to continue offering to each of our Parishioners the spiritual programs which you have been 

accustomed to each and every year. The pandemic has forced us to think of alternative methods in which to 

deliver those programs.  

 

With the idea of alternative methods in mind, we would like to suggest that each family consider automating 

their donation process. The easiest way to donate to St. Ferdinand is through Faith Direct online giving       

program. It is simple and flexible; there are no costs for envelopes or checks. Please contact our parish office 

for details. 

 

While this financial report only captures the first 4-5 months of the pandemic, both St. Ferdinand finances 

and spiritual programs continue to be adversely affected as a result. The parish realized an operating deficit  

of $97,008, but a bottom line surplus of $394,937, thanks in large part to your generosity in Parish Share and   

a Paycheck Protection Program loan through the Small Business Administration.   

 

Excess Parish Share funds of $514,736 were used to make up the shortfall in our regular parish income and 

were also used to fund several projects. Long overdue heating, ventilation and air conditioning controls were 

repaired/upgraded throughout our campus. A defective portion of the parking lot across from the Annex was 

renovated with French drains, new binder and asphalt overlay at a cost of $38,000. 

Although the Church Alive Campaign officially ended as of 6/30/19, parishioners who have outstanding   

pledges were able to continue to make contributions totaling $89,810 to the campaign. If you have an                    

outstanding pledge and wish to make payments, please contact the parish office.  

 

Our fundraisers have been a big part of our income sources. Our 2019 festival generated a record profit of 

$132,420, which includes the festival raffle profit of approximately $35,300. Our car raffle generated the          

second highest profit in its history - $52,400. Even though we had an abbreviated Fish Fry season last year,  

the Kitchen Ministry was able to generate a profit of more than $23,000. With those funds we were able to  

upgrade our facilities and make equipment purchases. 

 

The parish also received approximately $19,000 in compensation for the sale of “rights of way” to enable           

the Rochester Road expansion to be achieved. In addition to this compensation, the township and their                       

construction partner agreed to replace a defective section of storm water drain on parish property and will 

also be extending and covering the culvert on the west side of our west entrance. Lighting of votive candles 

generated about $12,000 in revenue last year. 

 

St. Ferdinand continues to generously support both worthy Diocesan collections as well as our local chapter of 

St. Vincent de Paul. Of course, Fr. Rudy and his Mexico Mission have a special place in our parishioners’ hearts! 

Last year, even though Fr. Rudy was unable to visit St. Ferdinand because of the pandemic, you continued to 

financially support Fr. Rudy’s work. Altogether, parishioners donated more than $110,000 to all non-parish   

collections! 

 

Again, thank you for your continued generosity.  Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Philip N. Farrell 

Members of the Finance Council. 
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K IDS  CORNER  


