


Collection Totals 

12.25.2020 

Regular 6449 
Building Fund      0 
Social Concerns      0 
Votive Candles  200 
Catholic Charities200 
Rel Retirement   25 
Total  6874 

Collection Totals 

12.27.2020 

Regular  9898 
Building Fund        0 
Social Concern    145 
Votive Candles      40 
Maintenance Utility  70 
Campus Ministry    200 
Catholic Charities       20 
Total  10373 

Online 
Regular                2054.50 
Social Concerns       45.00 
Peter's Pence             5.00 
Building Fund           25.00 
Campus Ministry   180.00 
Sarah's Table          203.00 
Maintenance/Utility  
Fund                    20.00 
Total                2532.50 
Grand Total        12905.50 

Collection Totals  
01.03.2021  
Regular             2491 
Building Fund                25 
Social Concerns                40 
Votive Candles              128 
Catholic Charities                20 
Maintenance/Utility 45 
Church in Latin America 25 
Total             2774 

Online  
Regular  3082.50 
Social Concerns     15.00 
Peter's Pence       5.00 
Building Fund            0 
Campus Ministry   160.00 
Total  3262.50 
Grand Total 6036.50 



The month of January is devoted to 
the Holy Name of Jesus (the 
memorial of the Holy Name was on 
January 3rd). We so often forget 
about the power of invoking our 
Lord’s name when in need (this is 
different from taking His name “in 
vain,” which of course sins against 
the 2nd Commandment). Our society 
puts their trust in almost anything 
and everything other than the name 
of Jesus. 
  
Our modern world is constantly on 
social media, whether it be 
Facebook, Instagram, or any other 
media platform. I find it 
disheartening that our country is 
becoming more and more divided 
over politics. This is seen in the 
amount of anger that is expressed 
over social media and news outlets. 
No longer are we able to have 
conversations about differences,      
but instead, the opposing side is 
immediately shut down or 
“unfriended.” Many people clearly 
have put their trust in their political 
or world views and not in the name 
of Christ. 
  
So where am I going with this? Well, 
I do think we could be at a turning 
point in our nation’s history. Yet we, 
as Catholics, should be lights shining 
in the world. We are to be radiant 
lights as we stand beside Christ, the 
great Light, bathed in the glory of 
Him who is the light of heaven. In 
other words, we are not to let 
ourselves be caught up in this 
political antagonism, hatred, and 
malicious anger. Our hope should be 
in the name of Jesus, for through 
that name only can we find 
salvation. 

  
Our allegiance is to Christ and His 
Church. Christ promised us that he 
would be present in His Church 
down through the ages. “I am with 
you always, until the end of the 
ages,” our Lord told the first 
bishops, the Apostles. If by nothing 
else, we can see His presence in the 
Church simply by the fact that she 
has not fallen apart down through 
the ages, despite sin and scandal 
being present in her members. 
  
If we remain true to Christ and His 
Church, we will not let hatred for 
our brother or sister of the opposite 
political view creep into our hearts. 
Further, if we have a relationship 
with Christ, we will desire peace and 
not division. Though we might have 
strong disagreements with others, 
we will still see the dignity of every 
human person, especially the one 
with whom we disagree. Further, if 
we align ourselves with Christ, we 
will align our views to Him and His 
Church because only in the Catholic 
Church is the fullness of truth found. 
  
There are copious numbers of saints 
who lived during periods of unrest. 
Yet they shone like the stars to 
those around them because of their 
faith in Christ. They did not lose 
hope in humanity, nor did they lose 
hope in their God. They put their 
trust in His name alone. We must do 
the same. We must be shining 
beacons of holiness to those we 
encounter. Our relationship with 
Christ must come first in our lives. 
Otherwise, we will only be more and 
more disappointed with how 
unsatisfying this life is. We will also 
make other things our god – 
particularly our political views. Yet, 

if we are rooted in Christ, we will 
not be bogged down by the 
depravity of this world, because we 
will know that we were created for 
another world.  
 
I want to close with a quote                  
from the late Jesuit theologian,               
Fr. John Hardon:  
“There is no other solution for the 
crisis of our age than for holy people 
to be channels of grace to a world 
that is starving for divine truth and 
dying out of thirst for the love of 
God…Ordinary bishops, ordinary 
priests, ordinary religious, ordinary 
fathers and mothers, ordinary 
Catholics will not even survive the 
massive revolution through which 
the Church is going in our day. We 
need heroic Catholics, sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit, to restore even 
sanity in the modern world.”  
 
Let us be those shining lights to 
those around us.                                                      
May God bless you all. 
  
In Christ and Mary, 
Fr. Brian  

From the Pastor’s Desk 



 

 

  

 



Holiness and Happenings 
 
This week marks the beginning of a new semester, a new bulletin, and a new project that I am  incredibly 

pleased to announce to all of you. As of this week, we are in the process of renovating half of the chapel library 

back into a chapel to increase the amount of Adoration found here at St. John University Parish.  

 

One of my first questions for Father Brian, when I came down to Morgantown, was where the closest                                  

Adoration chapel was. He informed me that the closest chapel for Adoration of our Lord was roughly                              

45 minutes away from Morgantown. I was surprised as I come from an area that is very blessed to have an             

Adoration chapel only ten minutes away from where I used to live. And thus, my goal was to work to increase 

the opportunity for Adoration and the Fruits that are associated with such a wonderful Catholic Tradition. 

When I was still learning my way around St. John’s, I found myself in love with the space in the chapel library; 

that was when I realized that we could easily spruce up the space and maintain both a fully stocked library and 

study space, while also making a beautiful space to give to people to pray.  

 

And so, I present the name of our project, St. Philomena Adoration Chapel. The space will be marked by a     

newly refurbished Altar and enough space for our students to both pray and study. The entire space is being 

freshened up with a fresh coat of paint, complete organization of the wonderful collection of our books, and a 

study nook.  

 

The dedication of the chapel to St. Philomena fits in line with the mission of the Newman Center, as she is the 

patron saint of the youth. On top of her patronage being youth, she was also a special saint to one St. John    

Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests and confessors. And so, we seek her patronage to aid our mission of 

sanctification for our parishioners and students.  

 

Adoration itself is an old Tradition, with one of the earliest references to it being from St. Basil in the mid-300s. 

Adoration is the practice of devotion to the Real Presence of our Lord in 

the Most Blessed Sacrament. For the faithful, Adoration serves as time for 

a personal relationship with our Lord and it gives the faithful the ability to                  

increase their piety and Faith. Also attributed to Adoration is the faithful 

discernment of one’s vocation. Where our Lord is, so are vocations,                 

especially to that of the Sacred Priesthood.  

 

In short, I pray that this new project leads to an increase in the Works of 

the Lord in our Parish. Please pray for those that are aiding in this project 

and, when St. Philomena Adoration Chapel is finished, I hope to see you 

there!        J.P. Gaston 
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Mon Valley Habitat for 

Humanity is currently 

seeking persons for the 

following opportunities: 

Full and Part Time employees for 

the following positions: 

Cashier 
Box Truck Driver 

Floor Organizer and Re-stocker 
Warehouse Attendant 

St John Parish Order 8288 
 For information contact                            

Grand Knight 
Thomas Sieban 

thomassieban@gmail.com 

 

LoL Radio invites all to  

join in praying the nine day  

Novena for Life   

Beginning on January 19th, in                     

Morgantown listen on FM 89.7  or 

from your mobile device or computer 

on the LoL Radio stream 

at www.rdo.to/WLOL.  

The Thomistic Institute   
Chapter at WVU 

will have its first lecture for the                      
semester on Monday, January 25th at  
6:00 pm. Professor Kenneth Kemp from 

the University of St Thomas will 
be speaking on                                                         

creation and evolution.  
The lecture will end with                          

a Q&A session.  
Professor Kemp will lecture virtually 

and people will be able to "attend" 

virtually via Zoom. People can register 

to attend virtually through 

the TI website (https://

thomisticinstitute.org/upcoming-

events/evolution-and-creation-

answers). People can also find the               

lecture on Facebook (https://

www.facebook.com/

events/229055198664477). 
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BEER DISTRIBUTOR INC.
FINE BEERS • TRADEWIND TEAS

NANTUCKET NECTARS
304.296.4871 • RalphsBeer.com

724 Powell Avenue • Morgantown, WV

In Memory Of

Antonio & Josephine 
Tarantini

Nicola, Maria, and Jimmy Rossetti

Parishioner 
Owned

No Job 
Too Small

J.L. Machine & Tool, Inc.
All Your Welding & Machine Shop Needs

Trailer Hitches & Trailer Parts
JOHN LOJEWSKI • 304-594-2237

Lorraine Knestaut
304-328-5631 • Buy or Sell
I Love and Miss You Robert “Bob” Knestaut

A Proud 
Supporter of 

St. John University 
Parish

• Limestone • Lime 

• Asphalt • WV Radio

• Seneca Caverns • Dominion Post

• Pikewood National Golf304-296-1751 • www.greerindustries.com
INDUSTR IES,  INC.

CARRYING CROSSES & ROSARIES
304.292.0881

Sabraton Plaza • 1451 Earl L. Core Rd., Suite 4

Chip Wamsley
304-296-2447

709 Beechurst Ave., Ste. 3
Morgantown, WV

wamsleycycles.com

QUALITY BICYCLE SALES & SERVICE

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

ADRIAN
ENTERPRISES, LLC

 Commercial Real 
 Estate Development
 Business Consulting
 Industrial Site Development

466 Christy St., Ste. 2, Morgantown • 304-598-5713

108 Holland Ave., Morgantown
304-292-9494

C. Jason Smith, II - LIC, Owner & 
Cathy Smith - LFD, Owner

www.smithfuneralandcremationcare.com

1384 Greenbag Rd
 DAILY FOOD & BEVERAGE SPECIALS, CURBSIDE SERVICE

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE


