
  

   

The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
412 Ann Street ~ Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 

910-762-5491 
instagram.com/stmarybasilica 

facebook.com/BasilicaofStMary 
saintmarybasilica.org 

St. Mary Catholic School  
217 South Fourth Street ~ Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 

910-762-5491, ext. 140  
thestmaryschool.org 

Welcome to The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary  
 

The Community of The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary—Church, School, and Sister Isaac Center is a vibrant and dynamic multicultural par-
ish of the Catholic Diocese of Raleigh.  With the Eucharist as the source and summit of our spirituality, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
we seek to worship God and build up the Kingdom of God on the Cape Fear Coast of North Carolina.  The parish of the Basilica Shrine 
of St. Mary prides itself on serving the poor, providing Catholic education for the young, championing human rights for all people, and 
serving as a loving home to the stranger, especially the immigrant.  Recognizing our call to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ beyond 
our own area, The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary sent lay missionaries to serve in the United States, Honduras, and other foreign lands. 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF  
ST. MARY  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 

Saturday:   
5:30 pm in English 
7:00 pm in Spanish 
 

Sunday:  
7:00 am in English 
8:30 am in English 
11:00 am in English  
         (with incense) 
1:00 pm in Spanish  
        (with incense) 
 

Daily:    
Monday: 8:30 am 
Tuesday: Noon 
Wednesday: 8:30 am 
                7:00 pm (Spanish) 
Thursday:  Noon 
Friday:  8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am 
 

Holy Day Masses 
Vigil: 7:00 pm 
Masses: 8:30 am & Noon                 
         7:00 pm (Spanish) 
 

Holy Hour Schedule: 
Wednesday: after 8:30 am Mass  
Thursday:  7:00 pm 
First Friday: after 8:30 am Mass                            

Reconciliation:   
Monday-Friday following 
weekday Mass for 30 minutes 
Wednesday before Spanish 
Mass—6:30 pm  
Saturdays: 4:00—5:00 pm or  
             by appointment 
 
Rosary: 
Saturday—after 8:30 am Mass 
 

General Parish Information  
Information for the Basilica can 
be found on our website.  When 
updates occur they will be post-
ed to our website, bulletin and 
Facebook. 
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Administrative Staff 

Ms. Cheryl Smith  
Parish Secretary 

Ext. 129 
secretary@thestmaryparish.org 
 

Ms. Diane Dougan 
Business Manager 
 

Ext. 158 
finance@thestmaryparish.org 

Ms. Sandy O’Leary 
St. Mary Assistant 
Sunday Bulletin Editor 

Ext. 140 
olearys@thestmaryparish.org 
bulletin@thestmaryparish.org 
 

Mr. Juan Ramirez 
Facilities Director 
 

Ext. 129 
secretary@thestmaryparish.org 

Very Reverend Jairo A. Maldonado 
Pacheco, V.F., Pastor and Rector 

Ext. 102 
Maldonadoj@thestmaryparish.org 

Reverend Cong Viet Le 
Associate Pastor 

Ext. 101 
lec@thestmaryparish.org 

Deacon John Walsh 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Ext. 114 
jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 

Mr. Joseph Poletti 
St. Mary School Principal 
 

Ext. 103 
polettij@thestmaryparish.org 

Ms. Norma Rivera 
Director of Hispanic Ministries 
 

Ext. 122 
nrivera@thestmaryparish.org 

Ms. Mary Ann Kotas  
Mrs. Theresa Weissburg 
The Sister Isaac Center 
 

Ext. 135 
outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

Ms. Maryann Shine 
OCIA—Order of Christian Initiation 
for Adults 

 
 

jannsshine3@gmail.com 

Mr. Omeed Huemiller  
Director of Youth Ministries 

Ext. 602 
huemillero@thestmaryparish.org 
 

Mr. Alex Hill 
Director of Music and Liturgy  

Ext. 501 
hilla@thestmaryparish.org 

Ms. Irene Cruz 
Assistant Director of Hispanic  
Ministries 

 

Saturday 
December 13 

8:30 am 
 
5:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

   † Charles Vermilyea  
Offered by Susan and Bill Dobbins    

  †  Matthew Frances Gallagher  
Offered by Kelly and John Gallagher   

† John Horton  
Offered by Your Loving Family               

Sunday 
December 14 

7:00 am 
 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 
 
1:00 pm 

  †  Mary and Joseph Cappella 
Offered by Ken and Caroline Crowe  

† Steve Williams  
Offered by Patty Williams  

† Dorothea and Peter Monahan 
Offered by Maureen O’Brien 

  † Cornelius Funck 
Offered by Your Loving Family        

Monday 
December 15 

8:30 am   † Jose’ Vera  
Offered by Cruz Vera   

Tuesday 
December 16 

Noon   No Mass  
   

Wednesday 
December 17 

8:30 am 
 
7:00 pm 

  † Kenneth Maher, Jr.  
Offered by Tom and Pat DeBello 

† Raul Rico  
Offered by The Rivera Family         

Thursday 
December 18 

9:00 am   
 

† Patricia Nolan      

Friday 
December 19 

8:30 am    † Preston Bosse’  
Offered by The Poisson-DeGrammont Family    

Saturday 
December 20 

8:30 am 
 
5:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

   † Alexandra A. Brigantti  
Offered by Carmen and Victor Abraham    

  †  David and Maria Chavez  
Offered by Hona and Gloria Tan   

† Galdino Vega Estrada  
Offered by The Vega Family              

Sunday 
December 21 
 

7:00 am 
 
8:30 am 
 
11:00 am 
 
1:00 pm 

  †  Marge Tuman Wood 
Offered by Debra Tuman  

† Ann Guardia 
Offered by Lori Vullo  

† Lidia and Guerino Violo 
Offered by Caroline and Joe Crum 

  † Marcelina Vera 
Offered by Martin Chaparro       

Ministerial staff 
Main Number 910-762-5491 Mass Intentions 

Stanislaw Szuttenbach 
Theodore Jones 

The Nelson Family 
Daniel Jones 
Rusty Jones 

Carol Batson & Family 
Brenda Grainger & Fam-

ily 
Richard & Barbara 

O'Rourke 
Alice Radewicz 
Karen Radewicz 

Julie Maclin 
 
 
 
 

Master Sgt.  
Ryan P. Graber, USMC  

Christine Coco 
Father Greg Spencer 

John Osborne 
Maggie Morgan 
Paula Faraday 

Deloris (Lobby) Bryant 
Andrea Baker 

Ryann Griffin (4 yrs) and  
parents, Ray & Stephanie  

Griffin 
The Shovlin Family 

 
 
 
 

The Crowe Family 
The Corso Family  

The Nicholson Families 
Col. Thomas W. Fuller 

Joseph Johnson 
Kevin Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 
Joshua Duncan 

Pasquale Quercia 
Richard Koerber 
Patricia Kopchick 
Nicholas Johnson 

Joseph Poletti 
Beth Dunn 

Prayer List  
 

Email:  Bulletin@thestmaryparish.org 
12/25 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Donations 
 

If you would like to sponsor a weekend flower  
arrangement or sanctuary candle, please contact the  

parish office.   

Names on the prayer list will be removed  
monthly. If you would like to add a name or for a name 

to remain, email: bulletin@thestmaryparish.org   
 

PLEASE NOTE: It may take up to 2 weeks for names 
to appear due to publishing deadlines. 

The this weekend are 
to honor the memory of  

Steve Williams 
by  

Patty Williams 
 

Flowers by  
Verzaal's Florist and Events  
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SACRAMENTS 

Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation—Preparation is 
required.  Contact: Deacon John.  Ext. 114 or 
jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

Marriage—Contact the Parish Office as soon as possible; prefera-
bly at least 6 months before your wedding. Ext. 129 
 

Anointing of the Sick—Contact: Parish Office.  Ext. 129 
 

 

Eucharistic Ministers—Assist the clergy in distributing the Body 
and Blood of Christ during the Eucharistic Liturgy.   
Contact: Deacon John Walsh. Ext. 114. 
 

Readers—Men and women proclaim the word of God and give 
church announcements at the weekend and holy day liturgies.   
Contact: Deacon John Walsh. Ext. 114 
 

Altar Servers—Boys and girls who have reached Grade 3 are in-
vited to serve at our weekend liturgies and other special liturgical 
functions.  Contact: Mr. Omeed Huemiller.  Ext. 602 
 

Ushers—Volunteer ushers greet and open doors for parishioners as 
they enter the church, distribute church bulletins, escort parishion-
ers to empty seats and provide directions.  They also collect and 
secure the collections.  Contact:  Harry Bielawa.  (910) 231-1480 
 

Camillus Ministers—Bring communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.   
Contact: Glenn Moser (glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC 
and LCFH  
Contact: Norma Rivera (nrivera@thestmaryparish.org) for Hispanic 
Camillus Ministry at Ext. 122   
Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for Nursing 
Homes & Private Homes 
 

 

Adoration—Hours of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesdays after the 8:30 am Mass (9:30 am—10:30 am). Thurs-
day evenings from 7:00 pm—8:00 pm.  First Friday:  Following 
8:00 Mass 
 

 

Contact: Sandy O’Leary.  Ext. 140 or olearys@thestmaryparish.org.   
Website: thestmaryschool.org 

 
HISPANIC  MINISTRIES 

Hispanic Ministries information can be found in the bulletin and on 
our website. 

 
MUSIC MINISTRIES 

Contact:  Alex Hill.  Ext. 105 or  
hilla@thestmaryparish.org 
 

AND  COLUMBARIUM 

Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers or 
 

St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
Contact: Parish Office.  Ext. 129 

 
OTHER  PARISH INFORMATION 

St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—African Ancestry Ministry and 
Evangelization seeks to nurture members of African ancestry. 
Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sunday of each month at 4:00 pm 
in the Tileston Center. 
 
OCIA—OCIA is a process for welcoming seekers to become part 
of the Catholic family.  
Contact:  jannsshine3@gmail.com 
 
The Sister Isaac Center—The Sister Isaac Center is open for as-
sistance.  Call 910-782-4021. We are currently accepting donations 
Monday— Thursday between 9:00—11:00 am.   
Contact: Mary Ann Kotas. outreach@thestmaryparish.org 
 
St. Mary Altar Guild—Contact Parish Office.  Ext. 129 
 
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second 
Wednesday of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  Contact: Cindy 
Givens, Regent at drcindy58@gmail.com or text 330-705-9751. 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1074—The Knights of Colum-
bus Council 1074.  Contact: Grand Knight, Bob Spiegel,   
rlspiegel@yahoo.com, (609) 234-2102. 
 
Madre Marion's ESL Program (English as a Second Language/
Ingles como segundo idioma) - Contact: Dé Corbett, Director at 
(910) 232-2745 for those who are interested in taking classes or 
volunteering.  Tenemos las clases de inglés como un idioma segun-
do abajo del gimnasio. Por favor, venga a las clases de ESL de Ma-
dre Marion que son de 9:30 AM a 11:30 AM. Para más informa- 
ción, llamé a Dé, (910) 232-2745.  
 
Mission Rosary Makers—Please contact Monica Henderson at 
910-338-7601 or MonicaAMDG@yahoo.com if you are interested 
in learning how to make rosaries.  

Parish Information 
Main Number 910-762-5491 

Date—2025 November 23 November 16 November 9 
First CollecƟon $ 15,424.47 $ 14, 376.60 $ 22,245.80 
EducaƟon of Parish Youth $ 72.00 $ 52.00 $ 72.00 
Candle/Flower Fund $ 222.16 $ 4,477.81 $ 117.00 
Building Fund $ 12.00 0 $ 10.00 
Holy Day $ 25.00 $ 25.00 $ 35.00 
Thanksgiving/Christmas $ 300.00 $ 1,584.00 0 
NCYC 0 0 $ 20.00 
All Souls $ 40.00 0 0 
Bishops Annual Appeal 0 0 $ 1,868.45 
Diocesan DonaƟons $ 3,504.76 $ 2,708.00 $ 52.00 
TOTAL GIVING $19, 600.39 $ 23,223.41 $ 24,420.25 

Offertory 

First Reading:  Those whom the LORD has ransomed 
will return and enter Zion singing, crowned with ever-
lasting joy; they will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow 
and mourning will flee. (Isa 35:10) 
Psalm:  Lord, come and save us. (Ps 146) 
Second Reading:  Be patient, brothers and sisters, until 
the coming of the Lord. (Jas 5:7) 
Gospel:  Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed 
to them.” (Mt 11:4-5) 

Today’s Readings 
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VIGIL MASS 
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Join our Parish Youth Group  
on 

 Sunday, December 14th 
5:00 pm  

for a great evening of faith and fun. 
  

Dinner will be provided, as well  
as opportunities for prayer  

and conversation.  
 

If you are interested in joining  
us or just want to know more  
about what we will be doing,  

please let us know by contacting:   
huemillero@thestmaryparish.org. 

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh 

Mr. Omeed Huemiller 

Bishops Annual Appeal 
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The Sister Isaac Center 
Ms. MaryAnn Kotas, Director 

Ms. Theresa Weissburg, Assistant Director 

Our Christmas projects are coming to a close; we are so grateful for everyone’s generosity 
throughout this season. Please note that our final day open to our guests will be Thursday, 
December 18th. We will reopen on Monday, January 5th. 
Giving Tree Gifts 
Gifts purchased for families on our Giving Tree are due this weekend. Any last-minute gifts 
must be brought to The Sister Isaac Center by Tuesday, December 16. It takes time to organ-
ize the gifts, so after that date, our volunteers will shop for any missing items. Please remem-
ber that each paper ornament corresponds to a real person / family. 
Yesterday’s Children Shoeboxes 
Shoeboxes for Yesterday’s Children are also due this weekend, December 13–14. They will 
be distributed this coming week, so any additional boxes must be dropped off at The Sister 
Isaac Center by Monday, December 15. 
 Please call us with any questions or concerns. 
This past week, we were delighted to distribute “Italian Night In” gift boxes to our guests, 
courtesy of The Catholic Daughters. Each beautifully wrapped box included pasta, sauce, spic-
es and herbs, vegetables, cheese, and chocolates. Our guests were thrilled with such an unex-
pected and thoughtful gift.  Many thanks to The Catholic Daughters for once again sharing 
their cheer and goodwill. 
Need of the week: Men's sweatshirts and hoodies 

If you have any questions, please contact us 910-762-5491, ext. 135 or stop by our office on 
the 4th street side of the Tileston building Mon - Thurs 9:00 am -12:30 pm 

Theresa Weissburg 
Assistant Director 
Outreach@thestmaryparish.org   or  910-762-5491 ext 135 

OCIA 
Ms. MaryAnn Shine 

This third Sunday of Advent is a rejoicing day when we think of 
the nearness of Christmas, or it should be. We have readings from 
Scripture that describe real people living the same experiences we 
can find very familiar to us. The prophet Isaiah, in his exuberance, 
can see a new world flowing from the world all around us, 
strengthening feeble hands and making firm the knees that are 
weak. So, if we are positive about the promises made in this proph-
ecy we will be able to look up beyond our pains and troubles with a 
hope that is strong and lasting. There is always more to come. After 
floods and fires, don't we come together and rebuild? As holidays 
approach, don't we give more to feed the hungry and delight chil-
dren with love and toys? This is the ever-growing kingdom that can 
bring joy and gladness. In the Letter of Saint James, we hear this 
advice: be patient. He uses the example of the farmer who waits. 
After all the hard work of plowing and planting, he waits. We do 
our best in preparing and praying, and God comes. 
 

Matthew's gospel highlights a reality of faith in that it comes with 
questions. Here we meet John the baptizer, calling to repentance all 
those preparing the way of the Lord. When Jesus begins his own 
ministry, John has questions about what he has been hearing and 
wonders if the time has come. How will John know...how will we 
know? We can only travel with John, listening to his words, hear-
ing that song from Godspell: 'Prepare ye the way of the Lord. pre-
pare ye the way of the Lord.' John didn't stop his ministry, and nei-
ther should we. With that kind of faith, we will ask questions, and 
we'll find them where the kingdom is growing among us in our 
homes and parishes, our workplaces and volunteer opportunities. 
So, it's good to have Advent as a time to wait and prepare. 
 
This Sunday we will meet for OCIA and look more closely at the 
meaning of the Incarnation. This will be our last meeting before 
Christmas and will meet again in the new year. Peace and blessings 
to all. 

Women’s Faith Sharing Group  
 

A fellowship of women in our parish 
designed to enrich our relationships 
with God and apply our faith to our 

daily lives. 
    

Meetings:  
Thursdays from 6:00 —7:30 pm  

in the Blue Parlor in the  
Tileston Center.  

 

Contact:  
Fran Crotty321@gmail.com or  

Katherine  
KatherineWatters@comcast.net. 

You’re invited to come spend time 
with Jesus during our 24-hour First 
Friday Adoration — beginning after 
the 8:30 am Mass on Friday and end-
ing with 8:30 am Mass on Saturday. 
 

· Tileston Building 
· No sign-up needed — just come 

and pray! 
· During office hours: ring the 

Tileston doorbell. 
· After hours: use the ramp en-

trance in the back. 
 
Want to take your devotion a step 
further? We still have a few one-hour 
monthly slots open for those who’d 
like to commit regularly. 
 
Sign up here: 
https://
www.signupgenius.com/.../20F0549
A5AE22A6FB6... 
 
Come as you are — spend an hour 
with Jesus and let Him fill your heart 
with peace. 

 
 

Yesterday’s Children Boxes and Giving Tree Gifts  
due back this weekend, December 13/14. 

OR  
Yesterday’s Children Boxes may be dropped at  

The Sister Isaac Center by Monday, December 15 
and Giving Tree Gifts by Tuesday, December 16th 
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The Board of Directors of St. Mary Hous-
ing Corp., a non-profit operated by the 
Diocese of Raleigh, is looking for an addi-
tional Board Member to fill a recent vacan-
cy. Meetings are normally quarterly and 
the term is three years and can be voluntar-
ily extended. We provide long-term hous-
ing for low-income seniors in Haddon Hall 
I and II apartments in Wilmington and pro-
vide varied programs to help them during 
their stay. Board membership requires a 
respectful attitude towards a religiously 
affiliated organization and a commitment 
to the welfare of the residents.  
 
Contact:  Nord Cofini at  
nordcof@gmail.com, or 910-409-7142. 

Williston Alumni Community Choir 
A Farewell Christmas Concert  

 
Come join us for a heartwarming evening of 
music and memories as "We Sing Praises to 
the King" at  Union Missionary Baptist 
Church on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 
4:00 PM.  
 
The Williston Alumni Community Choir is 
back for one last Christmas concert before 
bidding farewell. Don't miss this special event 
filled with nostalgia and Christmas cheer!    
 
Many thanks on behalf of the Williston Alum-
ni Community Choir!    
 
Wilma Daniels, President  
Marva Robinson, Director  
Contact: Phone or text at 910-632-6005.  

Around the Area 

Catholic Charities’  
Cape Fear Office  

offers weekly laundry services to the 
unsheltered community through its 
mobile laundry trailer, equipped with 
six full-sized washers and dryers. The 
laundry trailer offers more than just 
clean clothes—it restores a sense of 
dignity, humanity, and hope to unshel-
tered individuals. By providing access 
to fresh laundry in a safe, welcoming 
space, it helps people feel seen, re-
spected, and cared for. To volunteer 
with the laundry trailer or other Catho-
lic Charities outreach programs, text 
VOLUNTEER to 910-550-0392. 

 2026  
Wedding  

Anniversary Mass 
 

February 14th, 2026 
10:00 am 

at Holy Name of  
Jesus Cathedral.  

To register, please visit:  
 

https://raldioc.configio.com/
wam2026 

  
A Christmas Novena: The 
Children of the Promise 

 
 

Pray this novena  
December 16-24. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/2Qft-
AufgoM 
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Cli�ord N. MacDonald, Attorney at Law

(910) 839-0220 • cli�@cmacdonaldlaw.com
Real Estate • Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning • Small Business

St. Mark Parishioner • St. Mary School Graduate

Cli�ord N. MacDonald Law, PLLC

SHERWOODSHERWOOD
PA I N T I N GP A I N T I N G

Residential • Commercial
Pressure Washing • Repair

	 T I M  M A R T I N	 T I M  M A R T I N

9 1 0 - 2 3 1 - 4 9 2 09 1 0 - 2 3 1 - 4 9 2 0

North Carolina

CatholicMatch.com/NC

1617 Market St. • Wilmington, NC 28401 • 910-762-7788

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME
Scott Messner

 
smessner@4LPi.com 

 (863) 875-1101

¡Yo quiero que el próximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

¿QUIERES PROTECCIÓN,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

LLAMA AHORA AL
LLAMA AHORA AL

(704) 993 6173(704) 993 6173
Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigración

Personal Care • Meal Prep

Medical Alerts • Transportation

Med Reminders • Respite Care

Errand Service • Light Cleaning

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

910-208-4079 • caringseniorservice.com/wilmington

Give your family peace of  
mind when you travel with a  
Home Away Assurance Plan.

Shanna Powers
Mission Based - National Sales Team

252-818-7012 
shannapowers1015@gmail.com

Julie Schuldner

Broker/REALTOR®

973-650-4544

JulieSchuldner@SeaCoastRealty.com

Basilica Shrine of St. Mary Parishioner


